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THE 


PREFACE. 

T HE Learned World having 
been for (bme years in ex¬ 
pedition of a Defcription of 
the Antiquities of Palmyra 
from Ibme accurate Traveller, whole 
Curiofity might prompt him to vifit 
thofe Defarts, that he might enrich Eu¬ 
rope with the Rarities of that remote 
Province of the Eaft, of which the World 
■ ;i had had but a very obfcure, if any, ac¬ 
yl count; (ome worthy Englifh Mer- 
1 chants, purluant to the Didates of that 
| nobler Genius, that aduates the gene- 
; rous Members of the Levant Company, 
-j overlookt all the Difficulties and Ha- 
I zards, that accompany (uch an Enter- 
1 prize, and attempted the Difcovery. 
4 And though the firft Eflay was not 
| crown’d with fo good Succefs, as it de- 
; ferv’d, through the Treachery and Bafe- 
| nets of the Arab Prince, who at that 
| A 3 time 
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time govern’d the Country 5 the fecond 
Voyage was perform’d to the great Sa¬ 
tisfaction of Mankind, and us to their 
Munificence, that we owe thofe Jour¬ 
nals, which the Royal Society hath late¬ 
ly publifht. Nor is this the only In- 
liance, wherein thofe eminent Mer¬ 
chants have been BenefaCtors jt.o the 
Commonwealth of Letters; their Qemi- 
pany confiding of Men of good Birth 
gentile Education, of liberal For* 
tunes, and as large Minds,* and may 
their Succefs in their worldly Affairs fie 
luited to their great Deferts, may they 
always flouriffi, and always be in a ca¬ 
pacity to do worthy Actions. 

To the jealous Arabs the Underta- 
king ffem’d ridiculous, that prudent 
Men fhould contract a great Expence 
only to tranfcribe a few imperfect In- 
Icriptions, and take a view of old Ru- 
ines, and perhaps there are feme Cen- 
lors! who live nearer than the Delays of 
Tadhmur, who are of the fame opinion • 
but the Men of Judgment in all Ages 
have entertained different Sentiments 
and Providence feems to have been par¬ 
ticularly concern’d in the Prefervatjon 

of 
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of many Fragments of Antique Lite¬ 
rature. When * Strabo treats of Olyn- 
thus , and other Cities of Greece, which 
had been utterly deftroyd before his time, 
infomuch as whofoever travel'd thofe 
farts, might juflly queftton. whither ever 
thofe places had been inhabited; he fub- 
joins, that the Curious and Inquifitive 
were pleas'd to vifit thofe Ruines, being 
deftrous to fee the Theatres , where Jo 
many noble Allions had been perform’d , 
and to pay Homage to the Afhes of thofe 
Illuflrious Perfons, who lay there buried : 

(And what a Spirit of Emulation does 
it raife in every generous Soul to prompt 
him to fublime Actions, when he views 
the Tombs, or hears the Story of the 
Heroes of former Ages?) And in the 
days of f Lucian, when many Cities had tr« cha- 
leen [wallowed up of Earthquakes, or bu - ront ' 
ried in the Sea , tho Rivers themfelves 
had been loft , and abforpt, that they ne¬ 
ver more appear’d, yet the Tomb of !na- 
chus was prefervd at Argos, a Memori¬ 
al of the Atchievements of that firft King 
of the Morea. 

Neither Strabo , nor Mela, take any 
notice of Palmyra, nor (which is mote 
to be admired} many of the Arabian 
A 4 Geogra- 
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Geographers, neither Alfergamu, nor 
the Geographer commonly called the 
Nubian, neither Naffer Eddin nor V- 
lug Beig, fet out by our Learned Mr. 
Greaves • its Situation was very remote 
from both Rome and Athens, in the 
midft of vaft Departs, which deter’d the 
curious Traveller ; and its Empire, and 
Glory were fo Ihort-lived, that we can- 
not expecft a large Defcriprion of its 
5>tate and Fortunes from the ancient 
Writers. But fuch Memorials, as ei- 
ther they, or the later Hiftorians have 
afforded, I have taken care to digeft 
into method, and to offer them to the 

ti n we Dcmninus the 

Hiftorian of Antioch, who lived in the 
Neighbourhood, or Thilojlratus of A- 
thens, or Nicoflratus of Trebizond , who 
wrote the Hiftory of thofe times, par¬ 
ticularly the Affairs of the Eaft, it 
would have been no difficult Province 
to have given a more perfeft account 
or that Country; or had we but that 
one Oration of the raoft accurate Lon- 
ginm, which he wrote in praife of Q. 
dcenathus , that no doubt would have 
furnilht a fufficient ffock of Materials 
toward the writing the Life of that 

Great 


T be Preface. 

Great Man ; but thefe are Blefiiogs loft 
to the World, and, I fear, paft retrie¬ 
ving. 

It may look like a bold, and daring 
Undertaking, to adventure to build a 
Large Stru&ure with fo few Materials % 
but I have been as careful in my ac¬ 
counts, as I was qualified to be, and ac¬ 
cording to my Underftanding have con¬ 
fin’d my fdf to the ftri<ft Rules of 
Truth, and exa&ly followed my Vou¬ 
chers, (whom for that reafon I have ci¬ 
ted in the Margin j) for he, who pre¬ 
tends to write Hiftory without Autho¬ 
rities, may be faid to be Author of a 
Romance, or a Colle&or of Dreams, 
but can never be allowed to be a good 
Hiftorian. And if I have been, as 1 take 
it for granted, rniftaken in any of my 
Conjectures, (as 1 have frequently taken 
that liberty, but no where, that I know 
of, without fome grounds for my fo do¬ 
ing) it is no wonder, and will be eafily 
pardoned, when’tis confider’d, thate- 
ven the Hiftorians of that Country, and 
of the early Ages, knew not all the 
particulars of the Palmyrene Affairs; 
that Th$odorit himfelf the Bilhop of Cy¬ 
rus 
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rue in Cyrrbeftica , a Neighbouring Pro- 
vince, in left than two hundred years 
after the Reign of Odanathns, jy f<‘> 
ftaken, as to affirm, that Zenoiia was 
' conftiruted the Toparch of Syria, and 
Thamcta by the Per fans, after they 
had routed the Romans, and that he, 
who digs in a dark Mine, may be al¬ 
lowed a little failure in his Work; and 
I ffiall thank any Learned Man, who 
ihall correct my Errors, and fet the Hi- 
ltory in a better light. 

J have dealt with my Reader, as I 
love to be treated my felt, having been 
always pleated with a full account of 
whatever is material on any fubjtdh 
When profeflly handled ; and I have gi¬ 
ven my Authorities in the Margin, not 
to make a ffiow of much acquaintance 
with Books, but to inform the Reader 
that I have not impofed on him, and to 

L hu ? where he m ay Satisfy him- 
fclr. if he doubts, I have ufed the words 
Palmyra and Tadhmur promifcuoufly 
becaufe, though the new name, whither 
impofed by a Conqueror, or given for 
any other reafon, prevail’d among the 
Creeks and Romans, yet theolcl tyriac 

name 


name kept its Intereft among the Na¬ 
tives, and has at this day recover’d an 
entire Poffieffion, as fome other neigh¬ 
bouring Cities in that Country have 
done: So Ccefarea in Valefiine is at pre¬ 
lent call’d, as of old, Taneas ; and Petra 
in Arabia , is now named Bofra , to omit 
other Inflances. For, as * Am- ^ & g sdeu _ 

mi anus Mar ce /linns has well CU j Nicator urbes con- 
obferv’d. When Seleucus Ni- ftruy.it muitis opibus 

cator rebuilt many old Cities rurn a( j p r£C f cn5 piere- 
i# Syria, (among W'hom we que licet Qracis nomi- 
may reckon Palmyra ) and 
gave them Strength ana Ri- pofita funt conditoris, 

cbes, tbo many of them are ft ill primogenitatatnenno- 
,i » , ' / J , __ minanonamittunt,qu2e 

called by the Greek Names, ex Aflyria lingua infti- 
whicb their Founder Seleucus tutores veteres indide- 

gave them; yet they did at the ruu '" 
fame time among the Natives retain their 
old Syrian Appellations, which their fir(i 
Pounders impofed. (Hence came it, that 
the new name of Adrianople given to 
Palmyra , was in a little time worn out 
and tho’ the Greeks called the Ifland of 
Corfica f Cyrnus , the Natives ftill main- j Per¬ 
tain’d tfie Intereft of the true name, and 
it continues to this day ; and tho’ He- stcph. n. 
rack a was for a while called Plifiarchia , 
in time it aflerted its ancient Right, and 

was 
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was called as formerly, Herad^) And 
I heartily wifh, that the Learned Men 
who have vifited thofe Oriental Coun¬ 
tries had furnilht themfelves with In- 
ftruments, and fpent fome time in tak- 
ing the exadt Longitudes and Latitudes 
ot the ieveral Cities. 

Is the Chronological Accounts, I have 
followed the commonly receiv’d Epo- 
cbas, and accordingly fixt my Series of 
limw, without entring into an over- 
mce Examination of particular Difputes 
in Chronology, which was not fo con- 
ionant to my prefent Subject, having 
fixt the year of the Creation according 
to the Computation of our raoft Learn- 
ed Arch-bilhop vjher. I-have freely* 
ufed the names of the Heathen Gods, 

for m°ft part with a diftjn> 

guilhmg Epithet 0 and befides, the ne- 
ce/fity of my Subje<ft, which obliged me 
to it, I might plead the ufual pra&ife in 
other Languages, that the Fathers did 
the lame ; and lome of the antient Chri- 
itians, who went la-ger lengths than I 

. Wlt0 . efs that Epitaph in Gru. 
I0 5°- \ er * W°?v optrni maximi beneficio hie 

Z n* " qUk f Clt 0 n0r Can I 

be perfwaded, that fuch Studies are dif- 

Pgreeable 
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agreeable to my Profeflion, (if any paf- 
fage of that kind appears in the Hiftory, 

I here renounce it, and may it be, as if 
it had never been faid or written) while 
the Learned Synefiut hath publilht the 
Life of Typbott , and Ofiris, St. Amlrofe , 
(as’tisfaid) and Palladius, the Hiftory 
of the Brachmanes, and Nonttus, befides 
his Paraphrafe upon St. John, was the 
Author of the Dionyfiaca. Tho’, after 
all, I muft profels, I expett to be treat¬ 
ed rudely by fome fowre Criticks; but 
having no private defign in thefe Pa¬ 
pers, 1 ihall pleafe my felf to be corrected 
by a Man of Senfe and Temper, and 
for the reft of the Tribe, they are be¬ 
neath Confideration ; it muft be acknow¬ 
ledg’d, that a Treatife of this kind ought 
to have been written in the Learned 
Language, (as probably it may be here¬ 
after ;) but it was requifite to publilh 
the Commentary in the fame Language 
with the Text, and that the Journals 


having been fet forth in Englilh, the Hi¬ 
ftory ought to be written in the fame 
Tonguej and had not a good part of my 
Papers, when finifht, been unhappily loft 
paft retrieving, my Genius alfo naulea- 
ting the Drudgery of doing the lame 

thing 
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thing over again, I might perhaps fcaVe' 
managed the Subject with more Act'd 1 * 
p. 258. racy. I have affirmed, that the Sdtmi 
and Jupiters of the Heathens were born 
after the days of Jol and of JoJbu*, and 
herein I have followed the Fathers, par¬ 
ticularly Theophilus of Antioch , (an ex¬ 
cellent Chi'o nolog iff, and who by that 
unanfwerable Argument hath ruirtfed all 
that was then faid for the Eternity of the 
World, and of the Heathen Gods) who 
in one place of his excellent Work a- 
gainft Autolycus , (which for this reafori 
is juftly filled by LaUantius , lilef de 
* L.2.p.$2. temporilus') affirms, * that Saturn, fa 
piter, Neptune 1 and Pluto , were much 
younger than the Creation ,• in a fecond, 
f i. ? . /..f that Jupiter was much younger than 
Mofes, and the Law ; but more exprefly 
|| p. 282. in a third, |J that Cronus and Belus, i, e. 
Saturn , as Phallus fays in his Hiftory 
lived but 322 years before the Troja'n 
War,- whereas Mojes lived 630 years 
before that famous Epocha. And the 
Chronologer Petavius proves, that when 
Saturn fled into Italy y driven out by his 
Son Jupiter , Ehud was then a Judge in 
Ifraef about the year 1330 before 
Ghrift j and that from the time of Ja¬ 
nus, 


m 
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nus, to whom Saturn fled, to ALneaS) 

I the whole was not zoo years. 

The Arabick Authors, as well as the 
| common People of the Country, are to 
this day pofleft with the Opinion, that 
: Tadmur was built by Solomon , and that 
by the help of Spirits, as was alfo Baal- 
lec, (fays Benjamin ludelenfis') the fu- 
perftitious Jews and Arabs thinking it 
1 impoffible that Art fhould period a ftu- 
pendous Building without the affiftanee 
of a familiar. If the City were de* 
ftroy’d by Nebuchadnezzar , before he 
laid liege to Jerufalem, as John Malela 
exprefly affirms, and in this account we 
may give him Credit, becaufe he was of 
j that Country, and may be prefum’d, 
not to be ignorant of the Affairs of Sy¬ 
ria ) then it is not improbable, that Seleu- 
| cus Nicator y the Founder of the Syrian 
Empire, rebuilt ladhmur, as he did ma- 
1 ny other Cities; and that then, in ho¬ 
nour to him, and compliance with both 
their Benefactor and Conqueror; they 
dated their publick Writings from the 
firft year of his Empire, the ter a Seleu- 
i cidarum , as it is commonly ftiled.The Si- 
1 tuation of the City fitted it for a publick ptgL / 

•) Marti and the Cities Alalis, Sura , and c> 15. ' 5 ' 

Alamata, 
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Alamata , being parts of Palmyrene , and 
built on the Banks of the Euphrates , may 
be prefumed the Ports, where they 
brought their Goods, either exported, 
or imported on that noble River, the 
Cities being fubjedt to the Re-publick. 
Of what Bignefs, and Capacity for car¬ 
riage the River that did run by its Walls 
was, we know not, it having been ma¬ 
ny years fince abforpt. That there ran 
a River there in Ptolemy's time, the 
Geogragrapher affirms exprefly, that 
many other Rivers have been loft in 
Earthquakes, to which the Eaftern 
Regions are very fubjeft, no Man doubts• 
and lome which yet continue to run, are 
l. i.c. 13. foon buried : Mela avers, that a great 
River a riles near Coryctu in Cilicia ; and 
having made a great noife, is immedi¬ 
ately (wallow’d, and difappears ; and the 
River that runs by Aleppo, is in a few 
hours afterward buried in the Sands. 

When the Romans began to enlarge 
their Conquefts in Syria, I queftion not 
but Palmyra was under the Jurifdi&ion 
of the Arabs; for when Pompey the Great, 
after the Death of the famous Mithra- 
dates , marcht againft Aretas the King 
of the Arabs, ( ’ Appian calls him King of 
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| the Pahateean Arabs) anm V. C. 690. 

| ante Chnfium 6$. his Kingdom reacht 
I from the Rivet Euphrates to the Red, 

;| Sea, fays Dio, (in which compafs Pal- L ' 3 ' 
xnyra rouft be included 5) this Aretas 
■^vas doubtlefs .one of the Al-Hareths 
of the Arabians, who were Kings of 
Gejfatt , and in later Ages Lords of Tadh- 
j mur. After which tune, I believe, it 
I acknowledg’d the Roman Power, but 
ifi was.govern’d by its own Laws, having 
under its immediate Jurifdidtion, be- 
ifides the three Cities on the River af- 
; ready mentioned, twelve more in the 
i Inland of Syria. When Trajan made his 
! glorious Expedition into Perfia, I con- 
jedfcure, Palmyra was a Sufferer in the 
% common Calamity of that Country, 
for Pliny fays it was fometime in the 
Roman, at others in the Parthian In- 
tereft, or elfe it would not have need- 
I ed Hadrians affiftance to rebuild, and 
beautify it; while other Cities tailed 
1 of Trajan's Bounty, for from Trajan s 
% Expedition (in the 8 th year of his 
4 Reign, of Chrift 105.) the Inhabi¬ 
tants of Bozra and Petra, dated their 
Writings, lays the Author of the A- 
I B lexandrian 
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L.$.p.io}.lexandrian Chronicle: and Zjfinius afr 
firms, that at Zaragardia, not far from 
the Euphrates on the Perfian fide, in his 
time there flood a noble Throne built 
of (lone, which the Natives called Tra¬ 
jan s throne; erected, I doubt not, in 
memory of his illuftrious Achieve¬ 
ments in that Country. But whate¬ 
ver Palmyra might have fuffered un- v 
der Trajan , was repair’d by his Suc- 
cefior, who gave the City his own 
name, and they in Gratitude made 
Vows for his Recovery ; net in the 
Jaft, the 19th of his Reign, as thro’ 
r.35,3^ hafte is faid, (he reigned almoft zi 
years;) but in the feventeenth, from 
which Sicknefs he recover’d to dye 
afterwards in greater torment, {and 
this I mention here, that I may correct 
the Miftake in the Hiftory :) To this 
City Septimius Severin' may alfo be 
prefumed a Beoefatftor, (to whom be¬ 
fore his famous Expedition againft the 
spart. ■vit. Parthians, when he routed Niger, with 
septun. w j 10rn t j ie ^ ra bs, Parthians, and the 
Inhabitants of Adialene , join’d their 
Forces) the Re-publick gave their af- 
fiftance againft the Allies of the Em- 
* pire, 
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pire, and adopted his name into their 
mod eminent Families; after which 
time, tiil the Reign’of Zenol'ta, I take 
them to have been in confederacy 
with,, and fubjedb to the Emperors ; 
for they a (lifted both Alexander Se¬ 
veral and Gordian , in their, Expediti¬ 
ons into the Halt; againft the Perfians* 
as the Infcriptions teftify ; only it looks 
probable, that upon the Captivity of 
Valerian , the Senate for a while dif- 
fombled their Interefts, and acknow¬ 
ledg’d the Power of Sapores. In the 
Battel at Immce, where Zenohia was 
routed, S. Hierom affirms, that Pom - 
peianus the Frank fettled at Antioch , 
but the Family was unqueftionably 
fixt in that Country long before ; Capitol, 
for when Marcus the Philosopher un - Marali - 
dertook the German War, he married 
his Daughter to Claudius Pompeianus , 
who was of Antioch. This alfo I 
mention to correrft another Miftake. 

After the Captivity of Zenohia , the 
City was a Spectacle of pity; but be¬ 
ing a neceffary Frontier, was repair’d, 
and in Dioclejians time was the Seat 
of the Governor of the Province. In 
B % the 
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the days of Conftantius, the Inhabit 
Wnts were: noted, as now, for great 
p. 8. Robbers, fays the old Geographer^ fee 
out by Gothofred \ andgovern’d byVo- 
tnen ; but that I take for granted is 
an Error, as if, when Zemlia had be¬ 
gun to wield a Scepter, none blither 
own Sex in that Country durftpre- 
miei.pm tend to command. Theodofim' the 
~ P- 39- Great divided Lilanefa from the Sea- 
coait of Phoenicia, and made it a di- 
ftindt Province, Emefa being the Me¬ 
tropolis, under whole Jurifdi&ion Pal¬ 
myra was pur, and fo continued, when 
the Followers of Mahomet had made 
rhemfelves Matters of that Country, 
and for many Centuries: after ; for in i 
lulfeda&'s time, abovei 300 after Chrift 
Tadhmur acknowledged Hem, ( Eme- 
fa) its Metropolis, and probably it was 
fo after, his time. In the Reign of the 
* 28. cd. fame Tbeodofms, (if * Ethic us, or who- 
°' 0 "' ever goes under that name, lived in 
thole days) or before (for St. Hierome 
is faid to have tranflated him) Palmy¬ 
ra is reckoned among the famous 
Towns of the Eaft; as it is alfo by 
•• p. 8. f Julias Honoriusf' wh© lived before 

Thee- 



% Theod'oric } for.tiaffiodore -mentions him; 

I fpalrriira damafcus, read ?almyra y Da- 
1 mfius) and the Author of the Alex an 
'! driaft’ Chronicon among, the famous 
Cities of the fourth Climate, reckons 
Palmyra, with Apamca, Enrefa , &c. in 
Stile Syria, Juft mads time it be¬ 

came the Reftdehce of the Governor 
I of: the Eaft, and fubjeft to the Can¬ 
't jlantinopolitori Empire, buc cis proba¬ 
ble did not continue long in that State; 
for about' the. year -of Ohrift 64 o. 
when Her aclita was tamper or, Jaha- 
lah- the Son of •AlTham was King of 
j Gajfan, and Lord oftadhmur, (perhaps 
1 a-Tributary to-Heraclius)-- who being 
'% overcome by the Caliph* one of 
1 Mahomt's SuccefTorsi fubthitted, and 

1 turn’d Mahometan 5 but, repenting,:he 
•! aftCrWard went to Ganftmlwtple, atidj^- 
became a Chriftian \ and at this time, ^ F Ar ," 
1 I believe, Maliometaniltn fettled it fell j-. 77, 'P- 
at Tadhmur, the Tribe of Gajpfh being 
'1 before thole days Chriftian. 

I foall not particularly undertake to 
j demOriftrate the Ufefulnefs of Goins 
% and Infcriptions, the Learned World 
v f B 3 hath 
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hath been already fully-convinc’d of 
that truth ; how many difficulty and 
obfcure Paflages in. Chronology have 
been let- in their due light, how ma¬ 
ny Series of Kings have been regular¬ 
ly deduct, what Rites and Cuftoms 

both facred and civil have . been, by 

thoie helps difcover’d, needs no fur. 
ther proof; though were there no¬ 
thing, else at Palmyra to be feen, .but 
the' noble Ruines of the Temples and 
Palaces, built according to the . belt 
and?boideft Rules of the ancient Ar¬ 
chitecture, I ffiould think a Journey 
thither on that Errand alone worth 
the Undertaking, And though the 
oldeft of the Palmyrene Infcriptions is 
a hundred years younger than our blef- 
fed Saviour’s Incarnation (as I have 
made appear in the Commentary) yet 
they aie not fo. contemptible as fome 
have imagin’d, but afford us. fome 
Memorials of thole times, which no 
when: tile occur. And by the lame 
Argument, (the ufe of the Greek €, 
which appears not till about Doyni- 
pans time) by which I pollpone the 
oldeft (ni'cription at Tadhmur a hun¬ 
dred 
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:§ dred years, may we prove the Spuri- 
J oulnefs of that Table preferv’d at 
I Rome which is reported to contain the 
f very Title, which by Pilate's Order 
> was affixt to the Crofs of our Lord, 
for therein is written with 

the fame fort of 6. 

| It muft be confeft, that in the Pal- 
ii myrene Infcriptions are fome peculiar 
words, which occur not in the Lexica , 
as Otiifyyfo&'nMVi &£C.'). of w hich 

fort there are more in other old Mar- 
bles; nor is it any wonder, that in a 
I remote part of Syria, where 
I a different Language was Pric. in Apul. Apolog. 
fooken, the Greek ffiould v-p.Defifmmr*- 

lputw * fytmorum , <fy Frtanfetif. 

not be fo pure, as at Athens ; fciunt doftiores ufque- 

and in fuch cafes a Critick quo hue progredi licet, 
i r u* Tnr^rr fcripta hoc genus nonnir 

IS left tO his own Judg- tra Lexicorum fepta co- 

ment : nor is it a Difrepu- ercenda: fatisq^ de In- 
1 ,at ion to bis Fidelity, or 

acumen, if he happen to legem fequi, ubi dare o- 
wander, where he has no porteat. 

Guide. 

1 The Ufefulnefs of the Journals and 
5 Hiftory will never be controverted, 

| B 4 when 
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when ’tis confider’d, that they give 
us the account of a Country, hard¬ 
ly before known to the pretent Age, 
and of many Rites and Cermohies* 
which the European World counts' ri¬ 
diculous, but will appear very' ancient 
and defensible; for no Nation under 
Heaven hath been fo tenacious of old 
Cfages, as the Orientals; ' Of which 
I fhall give a few inflaiiceS. - ' ‘ 

That the Arabs flioufd fufpeft the 
Europeans, that in thole Ruines, 1 ^ 
rnong fb many Sepulchres, they jhoujd 
icek for Treafures, is; no wonder to 
me, -fince it was very ufual under the 
Foundations of all magnificent Stru- 
Aures to bury great Sums of Mo- 
ne y 5 probably that the Coin, when the 
Building was ruinous, might difcover 
the Founder, Talifrnans alfb being let 
up in feveral places to dire# the cu- 

aj? 7 ktT rious Enc 3 uil ' er \ Thus.* Rhodam found 
cod. 54. a groat quantity of Gold by the Di¬ 
rections of a Pillar, upon which was 
poji traced a Lyon ; and a like Story 
h related in the Life of /Efop • And 
in David s Tomb, Jofephtu fays, the 

High? 
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1 High-Prieft‘ Hyrcamu found a vaft 
| Tfeafure j but the Author of the 
I * Alexandrian Chronicle avers, that it * r. 364? 

1 was Hezekiabi who firft open’d the 
I Tomb to fhow the Riches of his An- 
1 teftors to the King of Babylon’s Am- 
bafladors, and that for profaning the 
Alhes of his Fathers, God devoted hts 
Pofterity to Captivity. ; : 

That they feould account a young 
i Camel dreft a noble Feaft, will cOafe 
§ to be a Subjefr of wonder or diver- 
I fion, when vve remember, that Cuftotn 
I is the Judge of good or coarle Meats, 

I that every Nation, even iti the civiliz’d 
Jf parts of Ear ope ^ differ in their Noti- 
s Ons of preferable : Difhes, aind that a 
f Treat of the beft things the Country 
1 affords ou|ht to be reckon’d a Feaff. 

I To which we may add, that their An- 
| ceftors lived on the lame fare 3 that 
I i Strabo calls the Arabs of his time t *•**• 
CarheUeatert ; that j| St. Hierome avers, \\ Adv'jo- 
ihat the Arabs and Saracens, and all wn. i.z.c. 6 . 
4 other the barbarous Inhabitants of the 
I Defart, lived upon the Milk and Flelh 
B ‘ of 




of their Camels, (and lb fays Abulfa* 
ihff/' ra ^ that both* Arijlotle and f Pliny 
<. 2 V.’ ; ' reckon the Flelh, and the Milk of 
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| Camels for the Service of his 
I Friends. 


t ii. 4 r * Camels, not only among the whole- 
fome, but among delicious Meats ; 
'D In cll0 ‘ and that, || Herodotus affirms, that the 
Persians of quality on their Birth¬ 
days, (which was a folemn Feftival 
among them) among other Ditties, 
treated their Friends with a whole 
Oxe, and a whole Camel, dreft; that 
ttSt,t * Anti fhanes fays, that a Camel ferv’d 
up hot- was a Feaft for a King; and 
tJlat t * ie Emperor f Elagabalus (who 
W'as a Native of that part of Syria, 
where the Emir, who treated the Eng¬ 
lish Merchants, lived) in imitation of 
Aptcius (who was no contemptible 
Judge of luxurious Eating, having 
(pent a fair Eftate in the Gratifica¬ 
tions of. his Palate, and being fince 
his Death quoted as an Author for 
• all the Varieties of the. old Cookery) 
ufed to cat the feet of Camels, as an 
. . . extraordinary Diffi ; and when* he 

would appear magnificent, caufed to 
be brought in at Supper entire 

Camels 


pilaw (or Rice) is another Diffi a- 
mong the Arabs, as alfb7a.m0ng.the 
Perfians, Indians and Turks,, and fo it 
S was of old, fays; * Strabo.. • The Arabs* Lib. 15; 

of this Age live as their Ahceftors, 

S| w ho wandred up and down with their 
Families,: and, Cartel, and fixt for a 
while, whereSever they ' found Water 

; for themlelv:es,,; and Grafs, for their 

j Herdstheir./.Tents am now, - as of 
; old, made.of Camels Hair,: (the Camel 
1 .is in truth the moft ufeful of Animals 

;f to' them ; the Flelh is their<Meat, the 

* Milk their Drink, their Tents are made 
of their Hair, their Carriage is upon 
Camels, and their Riches a numerous 
1 Herd of them) they marry as many Aw.tmr- 
§ Wives as they . are able to. maintain; 

I generally hate Drunkennefs, and avoid 
I -it as the Plague; never make Water 
1 (landing, nor eafe nature, but in a place 
of great iPrivacy; and thole, who are 
| military Men, fit arriv’d at the Table, 
and never put off their Scimitars till 
I "■ " they 






they go tcvbed; all which Cuftoms 
Amtniamu oblerv’d were practis'd al 
mong the old Inhabitants of thole 
Countries; They meafuredheir ?6ur- 
nies, not by leagues or miles, , but by 
hours and days, as the old Syrians 
did | impairing is a Punifhmcnt ufu* 
a to this day, and the Criminal is 
forct ro carry his Stake to the place 
or Execution, as the Perfon to be crui- 
citied anciently carried hisCfofs. The 

r U r! om « °/ P uttin S whole Family 

to Death for the Offence of the Chief 

wf notorious and hainous, as 
the Murder of their Prince, or .the 
Ike) is not Tiite difWd to this day 
in Perfia ,* and as Valeria^ and o- 
thers werg dlead alive, fo . w *s Man 
Antmio Eragadhi, the Venetian Go- 
vernor o f.Famagufia, tortur’d by the 
Turks; when Cyprus Was taken,* his 

Slcm being, failed and ftuft, according 
l? tl f old __Petfian Method. And J 
the fame Valerian, clad in his Royal 
Purple, with his Back lifted Sapore* 

to affiR r ddI 7 5 fo was f° re>t 

to alfilt Tamerlane, when he mounted. 

The 
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The Men of Condition ufed of old to 
ride with a Banner, and fo they con¬ 
tinue to do to this day. A Prelent of 
one or more Changes of Raiment was 
a Mark of Favour among the &- 
gyptians, Jews and Syrians, as long 
lince as the days of the Patriarch Jo- 
feph ; and the Habit (the Calaat ) 
lent by the Grand Seignior, or the 
King of ferfia, to any Subject or Fo¬ 
reigner, is now one of the higheft In- 
fiances of Royal Bounty. 

In the Monuments of their Dead 
the Perfians of former Ages placed Aiex.p.m 
Magi to keep the Tomb; and in this 
prefent Age the Mahometans give a 
Maintenance to a greater or lefs num¬ 
ber of Moult ah's, who read the Taw 
in the Mofchees, and take care of the 
Sepulchres, where their Princes are in- 
terr’d. And as of old they hired their 
Women Mourners to make a folemn 
Lamentation at Funerals, lo now the 
Jewilh Women are hired for the fame 
purpofe. I fhall add no more, but 
that at Aleppo , (as my worthy Friend 
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Mr. Aaron Goodyear informs me, to 
whom I profels my felf indebted for 
many ufeful Notices} in the Month 
of June the Women go to the River, 
and with folemn Sorrow bewaile Tam • 
muz, and afterward make themfelves 
very merry ; which is no other, than 
the practice of one of the oldeft Su¬ 
perfluous in the World, of which I 
ihall treat at large. 

Apcikdor. The Heathen Mythologies affirm. 
Bri m. 1.3. that Cinyras the Aflyrian founded the 
City of Paphos in the Illand of Cyprus ; 
where, having married the Daughter 
of the King of that Country, he be¬ 
gat Oxyporus and Adonis ; that Adonis 
was very beautiful, and beloved by 
Vionus, when an Infant, who, that he 
might be bred carefully, fent him to 
Troferpina to be educated,* but when 
fhe came to oemand him, P rojerpina 
refus’d to deliver her Charge ; where¬ 
upon fhe Conrroverfy was decided by 
Jupiter , that the Youth fhould flay a 
third part of the year with Projerpina , 
another third with Venus , and the re¬ 
mainder 
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mainder Ihould be at his own Difpo- 
fal. But Adonis being pleas’d with the 
Charms of Beauty, chofe to fpend two 
thirds of his time with Venus, who 
paffionately loved him ,* for which 
reafon Diana being dilpleas’d with him, 
fent a wild Boar to affault him, by 
whofe Teeth he fell a Sacrifice to her 
Indignation. But others tell the Story vjd. cjrit. 
differently, that Cinyras Jay with his"’, 
own Daughter Myrrha, on whom hej>. 274. 
begat Adonis ; but, being affiam’d of 
his Inceft, expos’d the Infant on the 
top of the Mountains, where the 
Nymphs nurd and kept him, till he 
grew a mod beautiful Youth, fpend- 
ing mod of his time in his Sports; at 
which Age Venus feeing him, fell vi¬ 
olently in love with him, and chofe 
him her Gallant ; that this created 
Jealoufy in Mars, who turn’d himfelf 
into the ihape of a wild Boar, and 
flew him; which, when Venus heard 
of, ffie gave her felf up to the extrava¬ 
gant Sallies of an ungovernable Grief, 
and at lad refolv’d to follow him in¬ 
to the Shades to demand him there j 

but 
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but Proferpina refufing to deliver him, 
they comprimis’d the Affair, that he 
(hould be half the year in the inferior 
World, and the other half in this j up¬ 
on which Venus return’d very joyful, 
and having inform’d her Followers of 
the Agreement, they inftituted a fo- 
lemn Fefttval, which was continued to 
be celebrated with all the Demonftra- 
tions of publick Exultation. 


yiutau. de This Story, with a little Variation, 
ifif p the Egyptian Writers (from whom 
0 m ' the Afiaticks deriv’d moft of their Su¬ 
perfluous Rites and Obfervances) tell 
us, under the name of Ofiris , whom 
Typhon nailed up in a Cheft, (or Cof¬ 
fin) which he threw into the Nile, 
that it might be (wallowed up of the 
Sea; that Ifis, as foon as (he heard of 
it, immediately went upon the fearch 
of Ofiris, inquiring of all (he met, till 
at laft (bme Children inform’d her, 
what Typhon had done,* whereupon, 
taking Anuhis with her, (he (ailed 
down the River, and through the 
Ocean, till (lie came to Bylins in Sy¬ 
ria, 
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ria, where (he found the Ark (or 
^Coffin'' refting upon a Sprig of Heath, 

;> which" (he carried with her into the 
; fShip,' and fo return’d to Egypt , and 
■ there hid the Coffin at Butis, where 
her Son Orus was nurft; that Typhon 
hunting in thofe parts by the Light 
of the Moon, which was then at full, 
found the Coffin, and cutting the 
Body into fourteen pieces fcatter’d it 
up and down in feveral places; where¬ 
upon Ifis hearing of the Fait, (ailed 
up and down the Marches in a Boat 
of Reeds, till (he had gather’d up the 
(catter’d Limbs, which fne buried in 
divers places, to prevent any further 
Attempts of Typhon, and to create 0 - 
Jiris greater honour. In the Egyptian 
Month Athyr, they fay, Ofiris was 
(lain j and on the feventeenth of 
their Month Tyhi, Ifis return’d from 
: Byllus , having fpent almoft two 
Months in the fearch. From this O 
i riginal came the practice of the /£• 
gyptian Priefts, who upon the firft 
of thofe Anniverfaries pretended, that 
the Body of Ofiris was hid in their 
c Tern- 
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Temples, where, no one knew, where- River with an Ark of Gold cover’d 

upon they lamented him, as if that with the holy Stole $ upon which, as 

had been the very day, wherein he \ foon as they had poured Water, the 
was murther’d by Typhon^ theyfhav’d, By-ftanders cried out, a-uy- 

and made bald their Heads yf*Z9l**v). we have found him , let id 

jui^FirJu.utdm. ( £ ^ e Cuflom of fuch, as were turn okr Lamentations into joy : After 

de Dea Syr. Cyril, in the deepeft Mourning) they this they return’d and made merry, 

18. P &c° P ' ln /jW ' t ^ lum P t dieir Breafts,they wan- treating th'emfelves with Cakes, where- 

dred up and down the Streets on they ftampt the Figure of a Sea¬ 
making heavy Lamentations, (in imi- horfe, i. e. Typhon ; and at the fame 

tation of the Mournings, and Pere- time they wrote an Epiftletothe Wo- 

grinations of Ifis ;) and if there hap. men °f Byhlus, that Adonis was found, 

pen’d to be any of the Inhabitants of (for he, whom the Egyptians called 

Carta at that time in JEgypt^ they Ofiris, the Phxnicians and Syrians na- 

ilalht their Faces with Knives and Lan- med Thammuz, fays St. Hierome, and 

cets, (as the Priefts of Baal ufed to do Adonis, fays Cyril and Procopius ;) this 

when their Idol would not anfwer Epiftle they put into an Earthen Pot, 

them 0 they cut their Arms, and ve- fay the above-named Fathers, 

ry often made Incifions into the Wounds fid?, Lucian calls it jospaAw 0iBi\mv ,*) 

of the laft year, not quite healed: the Jews fay, ’twas an Ark, of little 

And after they had done this for fome Ship made of Reeds or Paper, which, 

time, (Plutarch fays, for 4 days) they after the performance of fome (pro- 

pretended to find the Body, which bably Magical) Rites, they feal’d and 

they had been fo earneftly looking committed to the Waves, and of its 

for ; and on the nineteenth day of the own accord in fcven days time it was 

Month Athyr, when it was night the carried by the Winds to By Hut, but 

Priefts made their Proceflion to the never to any other place on the Sea- 

River c a coaft 


f 
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coaft of Phoenicia: And when the Wo¬ 
men of that City received it, they put 
an end to their Lamentations, and be¬ 
gun their joyful Feftival with Dances, 
and folemn Feafting. As the precife 
time of the beginning the Feftival at 
Byllus commence from the hour, in 
which they receiv’d the Epiftle from 
AE&ypt; lo the exadt time to begin 
the Mourning was fixr, fays Lucian , 
by another extraordinary Circum- 
Ranee; the River Adonis at that fea- 
fon, from its rife on the fide of Mount 
Lilanus, to its fail into the Sea, being 
all bloody, the Sea it feif alfo for a 
confiderable (pace being difcolour’d 
with the fame, (the Natives believing 
that at that time Adonis was actual¬ 
ly flam on the Mountain, and that his 
Blood alter’d the Colour both of the 
River and the Ocean) though one of 
the more inquifitive Byhiians told Lu¬ 
cian, that the bloody lace of the Wa¬ 
ters proceeded from a reddifh fort of 
Earth, which the ftrong Winds, that 
at that time ufed to blow, brought 
down into the River, and gave the 

Streams 
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Streams their Tincture. At this time 
the Woman began their Mourning, 

(having firft offer’d the Sacnfices of 
the Dead to Adonis , as the iEgyptj- , 
ans ufed to do) and lhaved their 
Heads, (which, whoever refus’d to do, 
was by way of Penance obliged for 
a whole day to proftitute her felf to 
all Strangers, and whatever fhe got, 
was to be fpent in a Sacrifice to Vt ?- 
nut) their Lamentations, fays * Am- * L . I9 . 
mianus Marcellinus being as extrava¬ 
gant, as thole of a Mother for an only 
Son, 


The Epiftles fent from Alexandria 
to give notice, that 0 fir is or Adonis 
was found, are mention’d, fay the 
Fathers, by the Prophet Ifaiah , i8.a. 
Wo to the Land that fends their Am- 
laffadors ly the Sea in Fejfels of Bull- 
rujhes upon the water; or, as the Sep- 
tuagint more pertinently, OvA> ytis 

VTAOIGOV TTTfg’jyti - « <U> 9 et- 

/\dosn (6i(SAivhq iTiu- 

voo to vUe@J) and the mournful So¬ 
lemnity by the Prophet Ezekiel , 8.14. 

c 3 who 


The Preface. 

who among the abominable Idola¬ 
tries of the People of the Jews, 
mentions the Womens 


Cyril, in If. Ik. J)t^unrivtra.t 
o' Q 0 Ac/W/f J it a & 

Procop . in lot\ dp Theodor it , 
in Ez>ek. 8. Hieron. ib. Ste¬ 
phan. * 77 *, WA. A (JuSxt 

K V 7T$<4 ClO^cUOTv'vi} \v iT AJki m 
vis o^f/f iw/M™, ov AtyvTrlt' 

cv ovjct K V'Tfiot^ }y (pdivivM 5j>o- 

7rt,rwr7«f # Procop, nbi fitpr, tzov 
rUarxv c$ytay ^ Itfcfofo/ e/W- 
c~<3i‘v!is ysrihApw. 


weeping for Tham- 
muz : For from /£- 
gypt the Superftition 
lpread it felf over 
all the neighbouring 
Countries, over Thee- 
weia, Syria, and Cy¬ 
prus-, who challeng’d 
the mock Deity for 
their own,* nor did 


the peculiar People of 
God, the Ifradites, efcape the Infecti¬ 
on, but they alfo fell into the fame 
Madncfs. 


The oid Arabian fZabti, fays Ben 
Matrnon, affirm, that in that night in 
which Thammuz was flain, all the I- 
dols that were in the World, met at 
Babylon in the Temple of the Sun, 
who related to them what had befaH'n 
Thammuz ; whereupon the Images 
frept, and lamented all night, and the 
next Morning every one of them flew 
■ back 
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back to his old ftation : From whence, 
fays he, came the Cuftom of Mourn¬ 
ing early in the Morning over Tham - 
muz, in the Month called by his name: 
the Month Thammuz , fays St. Hierome , 
anfwers to our June ; and the Jewifh 
Aflronomers call the Sun’s entrance 
into Cancer, Thekupha Thammuz , the 
Revolution or Period of Thammuz. 

The whole Feaft was called by the 
Greeks, "A^bcvta, or khiviav/Ltoi ; the 
Death of the mock God 
the Search after him 2 mm$, the find- 
hitn EtJ£M<ns. The Feftivals having a 
place in the old Kalendar; in which Grutcr \~ 
we find Ifid. Aavigium, not Lavatio, 13 ’ 1)y ’ 
as Vrfinm reads if, but navigium , as it 
ought to be read ; and in another 
Month Heurijis. The whole had its v - 
Mythological Moral ; for by Adonis, 

OJiris, and Thammuz, was meant the 
Sun, who when the Summer Sold ice 
was paft, moving backward toward the 
Soutii, feemed to have deprived the 
Northern Hemifphere of his Prefence, 
and Influences. 

c 4 * Julius 
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uYf' * Pollux fays, that the In- 

' * Habitants of Phoenicia called Adonis, 
Gingras, probably from the name of 
a Pipe, made of the Bone of a Goofe- 
leg, which they ufed in bss Solemnity, 
which made a very melancholy, and 
forrowful Muflck • and they had a 
E^nce called by the fame name in 
remembrance of the firft Inventor of 
Husbandry, who died in the Summer¬ 
time, as he was hunting, and who is 
honour’d yearly with a mournful Song 
by the Farmers of the Country, (who 
at that time ufed to low their Wheat 
and Barley in the Fields near the Ci¬ 
ties, lays tne Scholiaft on Therocritus') 
accompanied by as doleful Inltrumen- 
td Mufick. The Cuftom Bill in ufe 
at Aleppo of frequenting the River at 
this Feflival, I prefume had its Origi- 
nal alfo m JEgypt, where the Inhabi- 
tants paid a peculiar Veneration to the 
Waters of Nilus, as St. Athanafius , 
who was born there, affirms ; and 
La ft anti us adds, that they worfliipt the 
River yearly, bccaufe there Ifn begun 
her fearch ot Qfiris. 

That 
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That all this Pomp was older than 
the Jewifh Captivity, the holy Writ 
avers; it lafted to the days of Plu¬ 
tarch, and the Aftronomer Ptolomee , 
who mention it; (as do almoft all 
the old Apologifts for Chriftianity:) 
Julius Pollux enumerates the Cere¬ 
monies of the Mourning in the Reign 
of Commodus ; and Lucian avers, that 
he (aw one of thofe little Arks that 
brought the Letter from Alexandria 
floating into the Harbour, while he 
was at Byblus ; the practice continued 
in /Egypt, when Cyri/ was Patriarch 
there, about the year 440 after Chrift, 
and in Phxnicia in the times of Pro¬ 
copius of Gaza, who lived above a 100 
years after Cyril ; and to this day is 
in ufe at Aleppo, as my honoured 
Friend informs me, and probably in 
fome other Cities of that Country. 

I thought it neceflary to make this 
Digreffion, which is not difagreeable 
to my Subject; and if the Reader 
(whom I earneftly deflre to correct 

the 




the Errata, before he begins the Book) 
find any advantage by the Underta¬ 
king, I (hall not think my time ill em¬ 
ploy’d. 
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THE 

HISTORY 

O F 

Palmyra. 

t HISTORIES of Remote! 
M Countries, and Strange Re- 
,P volutions, have been always 
entertained with Helped: 
And the pleafure of Seeing at fo great 
a Diftance, and Hearing of dilmal Ca- 
taftrophe’s, wherein we have no other 
immediate (hare, but that of Wonder 
and Pity, is not to be reckon’d among 
the meaneft Satisfactions of a Wile 
Man’s Life j fince every Turn of Pro- 
vidence in a Foreign Nation, every new 
Scene of Prolperity or Adverfity is a 
Lelion to the reft of the World ; And 
0 th&. 
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the bed Rules of Behaviour both for a 
publick and private Capacity, are de- 
ducible from fuch remarkable Occur¬ 
rences. 

And among all the great Revolu¬ 
tions that have call’d for the Aftonifh- 
ment and Commiferation of Mankind, 
the feveral Fortunes of Palmyra are not 
the lead remarkable; a Country far 
dsftant from our Region, diftinguifht by 
Nature from the reft of the World by 
a feparate Situation; and an Empire, 
that in the (pace of Ten Years over*ran 
all the Eaff , baffled the Forces of the 
Perfians, fubdued Egypt , and made all 
A/ia to the PPellefpant tremble • But in 
a few Months afterward was jftript of 
all its Grandeur, and by degrees re¬ 
duced to the lowed ftate of Poverty, as 
it is this day. Of this Country I in¬ 
tend to treat, of its Founder, ana Anti¬ 
quity ; its Situation, and Plenty j its 
Government Ecclefiaftical and Civil; 
and its feveral Fortunes and Conditions, 
as far as my Reading will affift me, till 
fome more able Critick lhall undertake 
the Task ; and I lhall begin with luch 
an Account of the Place as the Antients 
furnifh us with. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. I. 

W Hen Solomon had finifht his ftu- 
pendious Temple at Jerufalem 
(which better deferv’d to be reckon’d 
among the World's Wonders, than that 
at Ephefus, ) and the Noble Palace which 
he built for himfelf, in the Twentieth , lo Ki 1 D | p ‘ 
Year of his Reign he made War againft 2 °ci>ron.8. 
Hamath-Zohah , which had been fub- 3.4- 
dued by David, but revolted ; and ha¬ 
ving conquer’d it, he built Tadmor in 
the Wildernefs, the Vpper and Nether 
Bethboron, Baalath, and all the Store- 
Cities, which he ftrongly fortify’d with 
Walls, and Gates, and Bars ; they be¬ 
ing his Frontier Towns, and the Limits 
of his vaft Empire: For he reignd over * c 2 ™ a ' 
all the Kings from the River (Euphrates) 
to the Land of the Philiftines , and to 
the Border of Egypt. From Tiphfac even 1 K ’ n 8 4 
to Azzah : i. e. from Gaza to Jkap - 34 ‘ 
fachus , which Was one of the Paffes 
over the Euphrates. 

Th eArahick Tranflator of z Cbron.8.-$. 
implies, that Tadmor was a City before 
Solomons time, and that he only re- 
B z edified 
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edified it; that it was a Metropolis 
of old, as it was in the latter times, and 
had many Towns under its Jurifdidtion: 
nor is it altogether improbable, thofe 
Parts of the World near the Place where 
the Ark refted after the Deluge ceas’d, 
being firfl peopled. The Arabick Hi- 
* VtrfPoc. ftorian * Abulfarajus , fays, That So- 
? * S3- lomon, in the Twenty fourth Year of 
his Reign, having deftroy’d the City 
of Antioch , built feven Cities in its 
Head, of which Tadmor was one. But 
the Fabulous Hiflorian of Antioch y 
f Par. i. f John Match, averrs, That the Foun- 
*8$• dations of Palmyra were lay’d in the 
*' fame place in which Davicl flew 7 Goliah, 
and cut off his Head with his own 
Sword ; and that King Solomon, in 
Memory of this great Victory, built a 
Noble City there, and, from the Fate of 
the Giant, call’d it Palmyra. While 
f! Antiq. || Jofephus thus informs us. That Solo- 
i. 8. c. s. moff > a p ter j ie [ lac ] buijt Gazara , which 
Pharoah , having taken it from the Phi- 
UPlines, gave to his Daughter, not far 
from it built two Cities, Betachora , and 
Baleth , with other Places, to which he 
might retire for his Pleafure, that he 
might enjoy a temperate Air, excel- 
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lent Fruits, and pleafant Streams: From 
whence he paft into the Defart above 
Syria, and making himfelf Matter of it, 
lay’d the Foundations of a great City 
(which * he beautified with extraordr- * f ‘ lr - in 
nary Buildings) two Days Journey^' 47 ’ 
from the Zipper Syria , and one from 
Euphrates , but from Babylon fix Days 
Journey. And the reafon why he built 
this City fo far from the inhabited 
Places of Syria , was, that in the Upper 
Parts there was no Water, but in that 
Place only there were Fountains and 
Wells (as it appears by the Peutinger 
Tables, that near it flood the Centum 
Tutei.) ( a ) When therefore he had 

built the City, and fenced it with 
llrong Walls, he named it Tadmor , as 
it is now called by the Syrians , while 
the Greeks call it Palmyra. 


(a) Concerning the Names Tndbmur , and Palmyra , confult 
the Appendix, 
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CHAP. IF. 


f F.pift. ad 
Forj-h. 


y Lib . 8. 
f. 20 5* 


Chron. A- 
lex. p* 82. 


F Rom its Founder and Name, I fhall 
proceed to confider its Situation 
and Plenty. As to its Situation, from 
the Defer iption that Jofephus gives of 
it, it is plain, that, though it flood in 
a Defart Country, it was a very Fertile 
Spot of Ground, the Air being very 
moderate and healthy: For when * Lon¬ 
ginus invites his Friend Porphyry thi¬ 
ther, he encourages him to undertake 
the Journey, upon two Accounts ; firft, 
That they might renew their old 
Friendship ; fecondly, That he might 
recover his broken Health, by the ex¬ 
cellency of the Air of Palmyra. 

f Ptolemy places it Eaft from Alexan- 
andria; (in the lame Climate with An¬ 
tioch, Seleucia, Hierapolis, Emefa , and 
other Cities of Alexandria , lays the 
Author of the Alexandrian Chronicon ,) 
in the Longit. of 71 deg. 30 min. and 
the Latit. of 34 deg. the Longeft Day 
being there above 14 Hours. 

The firft Inhabitants of Tadmur , I 
conjecture, were the Sons of Abraham 
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by Keturah ; for they are faid to be 
fent by their Father into the Eaft, 

Gen. z$. 6. i. e. into the Eaft from Je- 
rufalem , and the Land of Canaan , into 
the Defarts of Arabia , and the Coun¬ 
tries bordering on the Euphrates, whole 
Inhabitants are called, in Holy Writ, 

The Children of the EaH ; and were, for 
that reafon alfo, call’d Saracens , that is, 
Orientals , or Eafterlings, (as our moft 
Learned Pocock affirms.) Now the Sa¬ 
racens are faid by * Amm. Marcellinus, * L - lk 2? . 
to be the Arabes Seen it £ (though Pliny cap. ult. 
and Ptolomy diftinguifh them) to whom 
the Valmyrenians were conterminous, if 
not the fame ; and for this reafon, I 
doubt not, but Odenathus , in all the 
latter Writers, is call’d the King of the 
Saracens ; though Zenobia , in her Let¬ 
ter to Aurelian , diftinguilhes the Sara¬ 
cens from her Subjects, reckoning the 
Saracens among her Foreign Troops 
and Auxiliaries. In the Ecclefiaftick 
Notitia, it is accounted a part of Phoe¬ 
nicia Libanefia. And Porphyry , treat¬ 
ing of Longinus's Inviting him to Pal¬ 
myra , fays, He undertook to perfuade 
him to leave Sicily , and to travel into 
Phoenicia. Others make it a part of 
B 4 Arabia; 
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Arabia ; but ’tis commonly reputed by 
Ptolemy, and others, a part of Syria, as 
Phoenicia is another part of that large 
Country : though Zenobia, in her Let¬ 
ter above-mentioned, diftinguilhes the 
Palmyrenians from the Syrians , ( as 
?l. i.f.40. * Zofmiis alfo does. 

That it flood in aWildernefi, befldes 
* Katjfifl. the Holy Wr it,and Jofephus, Pliny,who 
tom.i. 1. 1. was Contemporary with the Jewilh Hi- 
iTparif ftorian, agrees, who thus defcribes it : 

* Palmyra is a City eminent in its Situa- 

* tion, in the riches of its Soil, and its 

* pleafant Streams, being furrounded on 
4 every fide with a vaft Defart of Sand : 

* It feems to have been feparated from 
4 the reft of the World, and did prefeve 
‘ its Liberty in a private Condition be- 
? tween the two Mighty Empires, the 

* Homan and Parthian ; and as foon as 
4 any War happens to break out, it is 
c equally their care to engage it on their 
4 fide, and in their Intereft: It is di- 
■ ftant from Seleucia on the Tygris 337 
4 Miles; from the neighbouring Shore 
4 of Syria, or the Mediterranean , 103 ; 
‘ and from Damajcus 176. The fame 
Author, in other places alfp, mentions 
the Solitudes of Palmyra : beyond 

which, 
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which, on one hand, is Stelendena ( a 
Country not fo much as nam’d by 
other Writers;) on the other fide, 
they reacht home to Emtfa ; and to 
the Weftward, as far as Petra in Arabia 
Felix, from whence to the Perfian Gulf, 
it was all Defart. 

It was diftanc from the Euphrates a 
Day’s Journey, fays * Jofephus : Not * vti /«p. 
far from that Noble River, fays f Ap- f ift. $. 
plan, (for as foon as Marc. Antony 
threaten’d the Sack of the City, the In¬ 
habitants immediately transported all 
their Goods beyond the River, the 
Banks of which they defended with 
their Archers, and fo leaving the Town 
empty, baffled the Defign, and de¬ 
ceiv’d the Expectations of the Roman 
Troops,) but fituate by a River that 
run by its Walls, whofe Name Ptolemy 
either knew not, or omitted. But 
other Geographers call it Palmyra , af- vomin. 
firming, that it had its Rife in the Pal 
tnyrene Mountains, ran through the gmiul&c. 
Country, and at laft emptied itfelf into 
the Euphrates , though now there are 
no footfteps of its courfe left: Nor is 
it a wonder, that a fmall River fhould 
be fwallowed up in a long tratft 

of 
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of Time, of fuch vaft quantities of 
oand. 

When Solomon built it, he gave it all 
the Advantages of Strength and Se¬ 
curity that the Rules of Fortification 
w that Age allowed of; and it conti¬ 
nued lo as long as it was a Frontier 
Garrifon, fenc’d with ftrong Walls, and 
an advantages Situation; but better 
guarded by a brave Garrifon, the Mi- 

a of V j} m ? ra bein g efteem’d very 
out. Their Archers were excellent 
- Vh Cup. Marks-men, fays 'Appian, and their 
Horle-men well armed with heavy Ar- 
mour and very fecure, (the Army of 
enobta, faith the Hiftorian, confifting 
Zofun. 1.1. ° Archers , and Horfe-men arm'd 
^ 44- Cap-a-pe \) who, notwithftanding the 
weight of their Arms, were much better 
, , Horle-me,, than ,he . ao d f.ich 

!iT c 11 T lue d,d the y fct “P°n their Hor- 
f. a 57 : '“> that no greater Affront or Difeace 

could be offer’d to a Palmyrnian, than 
to take his Horfe from him. Nor did 
the Romans dildain their Afiiftance • for 
m their Militia with the Adrians and 
Moors, the Inhabitants of Palmyrene and 
OJroene were mufter’d. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. III. 

P ALMTRA was the Metropolis 
of the Province, and gave it its 
Name, being a Place of great Antiquity, 
and great Trade; Rich, lays Pliny, in 
the Fertility of its Soil, but much more 
fo by its Commerce ; for it had not 
only the Advantage of its own Com¬ 
modities, but was the Thorough-fare of 
all the Merchants that liv’d beyond it 
toward the McditcttaftCMy who traded 
to Forttb, and Char ax, and other Ports 
on the Perfian Gulf, if 1 rightly under- 
(land * Pliny, who fays, that at p f tra ^fff 2 : 
in Arabia the two Ways met, both of j >722 , 
thole who came through Palmyra (pro¬ 
bably from Antioch, Seleucia in Pifidta, 
Laodicea , and other conterminous 
Places,) and of thole alfo who came 
from Gaza, travelling towards the Gulf, 
it being impoflible, but the Caravans, 
who made that their conftant Road both 
to and from Verfia , muft help to enrich 

the Stages where they Baited. 

But this was not all its Happinels ; 

its Inhabitants were great Merchants, 

lays 
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tvm h . fiy s * Apt i And Marc ~ n 

thought the Plunder of this City a 
lumcient Recompercce for all the Fa 
tigues and Hard/hips which his Horfe 
widured in that Countrey, during the 
Terfian War, tho’ he failed of hif At¬ 
tempt: They had form’d themfelves 
mo a Company, under a Prelident and 

Governor of their own. (A a Baft. 

i»dza Trade cannot well be carry J d on 
by a tingle Perfon, though he were one 
of the Merchants of Tyre, who were 
Companions of Princes.) For I find in 
ag '"' ° ne ° f the Inscriptions, that Septimius 
Orodes was honourd with an Illuftrious 
Teftimomal from (a) the Prefidents, 
or Chiefs of the Merchants. And 1 
doubt not, but th?y carry’d the Ma nU - 
tadrures, and other Commodities of 
Ajia^ down the Euphrates to Balfora , 


?PP<*« « no 

Wb \) Thole ^oVerno*TC T,frT f > 
among the moft Honourable BcnlTfadtions, to T bui!d d f U chTGfan°a n,d 
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or perhaps no farther than Vologefia,f^ A ^ 
and brought from Perjia the Merchan¬ 
dizes of India and Arabia, and lo fur- 
nilht the Rowans with Spices, and Silks, 
and other rich Goods: For though 
they are laid to lie far from the Sea, and 
without the advantage of the River 
(which muft be retraced, fince it an¬ 
ciently had the alfiftance of a River, 
though it is fince loft in the Sands,) 
yet it muft be acknowledged, they 
were not far from the Euphrates, a 
Noble and Navigable River, and had 
the conveniency of their Camels and 
Dromedaries, by which fort of Car¬ 
riage all the Riches of the Eaft were 
formerly brought into Europe by Ca¬ 
ravans, before the Cape of Good-Hope 
was difcover’d. 

But Talmyra had its own Produtt, 

Salt, with which the Inhabitants now 
drive a trade; and Dates, the Fruits 
of their Palm-Trees, which were not 
only great Delicacies at Rome, and 
elfewhere, (“for Nicolaus Damafcenus Pint. s y m- 
thought the Dates of Syria a fit Pre- 
fent for Augujlus, and Phoenicia hath 

its 
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its Name from its (a) Palm-Trees, but 
was of the fame Ufe to the Afiaticks ,, 
that the Cocoa is to the Indians, if we 
*LiLi 6 . md y believe * Strabo, who affirms, 
that the Country about Euphrates pro¬ 
duces great quantities of Barley, but 
that the want of all other things was 
fupplied by their Palm-Trees; that 
that Angle Tree afforded the Inhabitants 
both Wine and Vinegar, Honey and 
Meal ; and out of it they wove their 
Cloaths: The Shells ferve the Smiths 
for Fire ,* and when yow have foaktthe 
Shells in Water, you may feed your 
Cattle, your Oxen and Sheep with 
them : And ’tis reported, that there is 
a Perfie Poem, which enumerates Three 
hundred and fixty Ufes (one for every 
Day of the old Year) of the Palm- 
f Tree, f In fome Places of Arabia 
|j Pint . ubi they are perfum’d : And thofe in 
k- II Syria, as they are moft Beautiful to 


(a) The Countrey being call’d Palmifira, and the Palm-Tree 
pi.'.cd commonly on the reverfe of their Coins: For which rea- 
1 believe, that the Tree in the Palmyrene Marble, that 
fiands between Alnghdus and Malachbelus , is not a Pine , as 
Grater ana Monfieur Spon affirm, but a Palm-Tree ill grav'd. 


the 
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the Eye, fo they are of a moft delicious 
Tafte to the Palate. 

And the Ruines of its pompous Build¬ 
ings yet (landing, ere&ed before it be¬ 
came the Seat of the Eaftern Empire, 
are a further and undeniable Demon- 
ftration, that, notwithftanding its un¬ 
happy Situation in the Confines of two 
fuch Potent and Contentious Neigh¬ 
bours, as the Romans and the Parthians , 
it was once a very Flourifhing and 
Wealthy Place, though now it looks 
like the Refidence of Beggery and 
Famine. 


CHAP. 
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CHAR IV. 

T H E Government of Taimyra 
comes next to be confider’d, 
both in Ecclefiaftical and Civil Affairs. 
And firft, in Civil Affairs. 

As long as it was in the hands of 
Solomon, 1 queftion not but it was 
govern’d, as the reft of his Provinces 
were, by fuch Lieutenants as himfelf 
appointed f(the G? 'Hyt/uuGves 

* -Ant. /.8. of the leveral KArps^/a/, whom * Jo* 
f< 2 ’ fephus mentions) under Rehoboam , I 
take it for granted, it revolted with the 
reft of Syria, when Rezin became King 
of Damafcus: but whether it fubmitted 
to the Power of Rezin, or form’d it (elf 
into a Commonwealth, as it was after¬ 
wards, or what its Government was 
till the days of Auguftus, we have no 
Records, [n his time, probably, it 
was govern’d by a Prince, or Toparch • 
almoft every Town in Parthia , and the 
neighbouring Syria, upon the Death of 
Julius Cafar , or rather after the fatal 
MLciviL Overthrow of Crajfus, being feiz’d upon 
M71. by fome Tyrant, the Parthians top¬ 
pling 
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porting them in their Ufurpations, 
having been invited by thole Roytelets 
to their Afliftance;; But toppofing 
that'it had fallen under one of thole 
petty Princes, in Pliny’s time it re¬ 
cover’d its old Form of Government • 
for he affirms, that in his days Palmyra 
was (avwo>^,y«/ Juris) neither lub- 
jed to the Romans pot the Parthians,as 
F. Hdrehiin well interprets the words 
(privdti forte ) of the Natural Hi¬ 
storian. And * Aurelian, in his Letter * tWc 
to Zenobia, when he requires her to fur- Aml ' 
render herlelf, promifes, that the Inha¬ 
bitants of the Country Ihould be go¬ 
vern’d by their own Laws. And of 
this the Inlcriptions are an unqueftio- 
nable Evidence, wherein (a ) the Senate 
and People of Palmyra are frequently 
laid to have erected Monuments to thole 
Illuftrious Perfons who had deferved 
well of the Republick. And Septi- 


(a) *H fiisAl) o jit/*®", &C. "SiWVfiiQ- 'Oj'cuycfltlQ' 
i m/yKMmMf. SiTrifu©- Aifj.vw ’O JWa 9 * 

myKMvMi. PvmA/©- OJopw'cAff wyKAnvwf, 
>u p«tevri( ’Aydvwaf y&pfM,nv'f TJ /•-keyV vf a** 
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wins Odtenathus, and Septimm j&ranes 
his Son, arefaid to be Men of the Sena- 
torian Dignity ; and Rupilius Orodes, 
both a Senator, and of the Council of 
State. 

In the Reign of Antoninus Caracalla 
it was a Roman Colony, as appears by 
the Coins: But under Qdutnatbus and 
his Sons it became the Seat of the 
Oriental Empire, conquer’d all Egypt, 
and forc’d a great part of the Roman 
Empire to acknowledge its Jurifdirffrion, 
being pofleft of all the Eaft as far as 
Ancyra , and in a fair way to pofleft all 
Bythynia, as far as Chalcedony had not 
the Natives taken Arms in behalf of 
Aurelian But it is now under an Aral 
Prince, Nominated by, and Tributary 
to the Ottoman Port.. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. V. 

T H E Religion of Palmyra, when 
it was fubjeft to Ring Solomon , 
was, I queftion not, jf ewifh; but how 
long they retain’d Circmcifion among 
them, after God in his juft Judgment 
had confin’d Reholoam’s Kingdom to 
narrower Limits, I know not: This is 
very plain, that very many of the Pro¬ 
per Names of the Inhabitants in after 
Ages are J ewifh, and Zenohid her (elf 
(who by her Name appears to have been 
a Syrian , and probably oitadhmur , for 
there her Father liv’d when (he loft her 
Empire, though (he deriv’d her felf 
Originally from Cleopatra Queen of 
Egypt) was a jewefs. And ’tis not alto* 
gether unlikely, that Longinus , in Corn* 
plaifance to the Religion of his Mi* 
ftrefs, in his admirable Treatife of 
the Sublime , fpeaks fo honourably of 
Mofes and his Writings-. . And if we 
niay Credit Benjamin tudelenfis , evert 
in his time there were Two thoulaftdi 
profeft Jews Inhabitants of that: City. 
In proceft of time, I doubt not butf they 
C £ blended 
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blended the Jewilh Rites with thofe of 
the Gentiles, (as the new Inhabitants 
©1 Samaria did, after the Natives had 
been tranfpovted by Shalmanezerf) till 
at laft Paganifm prevail’d. : \' 

After Chriftianity was planted in the 
World, and St.Thaddeus had preach’d 
the Gofpel by our Bleffed Saviour’s own 
Order at Edeffa ; I believe,^ that Holy 
Religion loon Ipread it lelf into the 
Neighbourhood, even to Tadkmur, 
tho’Paganifm was not quite difpofleft; 
as appears by the Infcriptions to their 
Country Gods, Alagbelus, and M. Ma- 
lachbelus, Jaribolus, Ferns Apbacitis , 
and others, who all had at Palmyra 
their Temples, Priefts, and Services. 
It was very early an Epifcopal See, if 
not an Archiepiicopal, becaufe it was 
the Metropolis of a Country : but in 
the Sublcriptions of the ancient Coun¬ 
cils, or the Notiti# of the Church, we 
have very little or no mention of its 
Prelates. Marinas , Bilhop of Palmyra, 
is faid to have fubfcribed the Canons 
of the Firft General Council at Niece; 
and in the Sixth Aci of that at Chat- 
cedon , John Bilhop of Palmyra being 
ablent, made his Subicription by the 

Hand 
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Hand of the Archbilhop of Damafcus ; 

At which time (as from its being ruin’d 
by Aureliauf^ it held the rank of a poor 
Bifhoprick, and was under the Metro¬ 
politan of Damafcus: But in the No¬ 
tit ia colle&ed by Leo the Wife , Edejfa 
is the Metropolis of Phoenicia Libanefia, 
in the Patriarchate of Antioch , whole 
Suffragans were the Biihops of Laodicea , 
Palmyra , &c. by which it appears, that 
in Leo's time, Ann. Dom. 900. it was 
ftill a Bilhoprick ; and when it loft that 
Honour, I cannot determine. 

In the Roman Martyrology of Baronins, 
on the 15-th. of June is celebrated the 
Memory of the Saints Lybia and Leonis, 
who were Sifters ; and of Eutropia, a 
Girl of Twelve Years old, o\\c( Pal¬ 
myra, who by divers Torments obtain’d 
the Crown of Martyrdom. It is true,, 
there is no mention of the(e Brave 
Women in the Old Roman Martyrology, 
as Rofweyd accounts it, nor in Ado of 
Vienna, but the Adis of St. Febronia, 
who fuffer’d under Dioclefian at Siba- 
polis (perhaps Scytbopolis , : or the 

in Syria, mention them, as Per- 
Ions who differ’d in the fame cruel Per¬ 
fection. It is plain, from the Inlcrip- 
C 3 tions 
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tions found at Tadhmur, that Dioclefean ' 
had been in that Country ; and from 
the Church-Hiftorians, that he rais’d a 
violent Perfecution in Syria; And that 
which gave Rife to it, was in all like? 
lihood that which Eufebins obferves, 
that, a little while after the Chriftians 
.of Eficodemia had felt the Fury of the 
Emperor, feveral Confederacies were 
form’d in Melitene , and other Parts of 
Syr 'uf 1 to feize the Empire, and to de¬ 
throne Dioclefiatt. Now, in every In? 
furre&ion or Tumult, the Chriftians 
were fure to fuffer, as the Authors of 
Sedition, though they were the moft 
Peaceable and Loyal Men in the World, 
both by Principle and Practice. 

Thus Chriftianity fubfifted in thofe 
days of Perfecution, when the Number 
of Martyrs encreas ? d the Number of 
.Confeflors: But then Peace and Plenty 
were, by the Bounty of the Great Con- 
ftqntine and his Succeffors made the 
(Churches Patrimony. I queftion not 
but the Followers of ©urBteflfed Sayivwr, j 
at Palmyrq, had their ihare of the 1 
Profperity which their Brethren en¬ 
joy’d, j till the Vicioufnefsof the Chri- j 
flian Morals, and the exeprabfe Opi- I 

nions | 
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nions and Herefies that debaucht the 
Faith of the Orientals, fubje&ed thofe 
once Famous Churches to the Maho¬ 
metan Yoke : For as (bon as Syria fub- 
mitted to the Power, and acknow¬ 
ledg’d the Dominion of the Succeftors 
of that Falfe Prophet, I prefume, Pal¬ 
myra was by degrees reduc’d to the mean 
Condition in which it now is ,• for per¬ 
haps, rio one City hath run (o many 
risks of different Fortune, as Palmyra , 
though it hath hitherto preferv’d its 
ancient Name and Situation; while, of 
Ctefipbon and Verfepolis, Niniveb and 
Babylon , with many other Cities in that 
part of Afia, it may be avert’d, what 
the Pfalmift lays of Sodom t and the 
other Cities which God deftroyed, their 
Memorial is perijht with them. 
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T T. is a very difficult Task, to.giye 
a juft and clear Account of the fc- . 
vera) Fates of Ancient Kingdoms and 
Governments, efpeciaiiy when Nature 
hath teem’d to pleafe it.felf, by placing 
them in. a remote Situation, and at a 
di(la.nce both of Place and Communi¬ 
cation from other Nations: And this is 
the cate ot Tadhmtsr, which was re¬ 
pair'd, if not built by Solomon, a Great, 
a Witp, and a Victorious Prince, who 
beautify’d it with Whatever might af- 
ford it Strength and Ornament; loft, 

I take it for granted, in a little time 
after, under his Son Rehoboam , when, 
through his Folly, and God’s juft judg¬ 
ment, the greateft part of his Territo¬ 
ries revolted from him, I conje&ure, • 
that as long as the Kingdom of Da • 
mafais kept up its Grandeur, fo long 
Palmyra was in Peace, either under 
tkofe Kmgs, or under the Condurft of 
its own Senate: But when Pharoah 
a King, 2 3. Necoh went up againft the King of Af 
?9- Jyria to the River Euphrates , and made , 
himlelf Mafter of all Syria, I doubt not 1 

but 
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but it was for a while fubjedt to him, 
till Nebuchadnezzar conquer'd all thole 
Countries home to the Gates of Pelu- 
Jium, now Damiata. The * Fabulous *jo.Maky. 
Hiftorian of Antioch would have the 
World believe, that when Nebuchad- l$1 ' 
nezzar intended to Befiege Jerufalem , it 
was in the hands of the Jews, who had 
Mann’d it with a very ftout Garrifon ; 
and that Victorious Prince, not think¬ 
ing fit to leave a Place fb well fortified 
behind him, late down before it ,• and 
when he had taken it, burnt it, and 
then befieg’d and took Jerufalem. 

After this, it continued tributary to 
the Princes of the Babylonifh and Perfian 
Empires, though perhaps govern’d by 
a Senate of its own Citizens ; and in 
the fame State it remain’d under the 
SuccelTors of the Great Alexander (the 
Kings of Syria) being united by Se- 
leucus y I doubt not, to the reft of his 
Territories; whence, in like manner, as 
the other Cities under his Government, 
it receiv’d theUfe of the Syrian Epocha, 
the /Era Antiochena , Dhilcarnain , or 8e- 
leucidarum, and the Names of the Ma¬ 
cedonian Months, which the Infcrip- 
tions undeniably prove, 

C H A P. 
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CHAP. VIL 

* Bell.Civ. OTR/A (fays * Appian ) was go- 
i$.p. 676. (j vern’d by the Pofterity of Seleucut 
Vicator , to the days of Ant'mhw Pitu , 
and his Son: but when Pompey the 
Great conquer’d it, and made it a Pro¬ 
vince, it was govern’d by a Roman 
Prefident: The firft who bore that 
Office, was Scaurrn ; and after him, 
though not immediately, Gahtnius. 
Gabiniut was fucceeded by Crajjfus, who 
being flain by the Parthians left his 
Government to Bihulus. But whether, 
in all this (pace of time, while the Ro¬ 
man Eagle hover’d over the Haft, Pal¬ 
myra was a Sharer in in the Common 
Calamity, and felt the Talons of that 
Bird of Prey, we have no Accounts. 

After the Death of Julius Cafar, 
every City fubmitted to a Prince of 
their own j the Parthians affording 
them their Affiftance, having, upon the 
Invitation of thofe Tyrants, penetrated 
Syria. This incens’d Marc Antony, who 
ex pel I’d the Uforpers, exa&ed heavy 
Taxes from other Cities, and attempted 

Pal . 
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Palmyra. For when Cleopatra, who 
Waited on him in Cilicia , was return’d 
home, Antony, who had given himfelf 
up to her Embraces, and^ to the loft of 
his Honour, obey’d all her Di&ates, 
commanded his Horfe to Plunder Pal¬ 
myra, upon the light and trifling pre¬ 
text, that by reafon of their Situation 
in the Confines of the Romans and Par- 
thians, the Palmyrenians were firm to 
neither Intereft, but minded their own 
Profit, and, the Encreafe of their Trade 
and Merchandife ; but in truth, that 
he might pay his Soldiers with the 
Spoils of that wealthy City. 

The Inhabitants of Palmyra being 
aware of the Invafion, carry’d all their 
rich Moveables to the other fide of the 
River, the Banks of which they lined 
with their Archers. Upon which, An¬ 
tony’s Troops finding the City empty 
of Inhabitants, and of the Riches they 
fo eagerly coveted, having loft their 
labour, return’d to their Camp. This 
Invafion occafion’d the next Parthian 
War, many of the petty Princes of 
Syria flying for Shelter to the Parthians , 
while Marc Antony, having been fo 
^andaloufty foyl’d, flay'd no longer in 
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Syria to fettle Affairs, and quiet Di« 
fturbances, but haften’d into Egypt fo 
attend Cleopatra, to whom he had en¬ 
tirely devoted himfdf and lus Fortunes, 


G H A P. VIII. 

I N this date of Freedom, Eafe and 
Plenty, it continued under Augufttu; 
and the fucceeding Emperors govern’d 
by their own Officers and Laws, as 
Pliny exprefly averrs, till the Reign of 
Trajan , when, I conjecture, it fell into 
the fame Common Calamity with 
Edeffa, WJibis , and other Frontier 
Dk Caff. Towns of the Eift (whofe fate it is com- 
Tra i- monly to be harraft on both fides ; ) 
for Trajan having, in his Sixth Confu- 
late, declar’d War againd the Arme¬ 
nians and Parthians , upon the pretext. 
That the Ring of Armenia had receiv’d 
his Crown from the King of Perjia , 
whereas he ought to have taken it from 
the hands of the Roman Emperor; but 
in truth, dimulated by, his defire of 

Vain- 
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Vatn-glory, made an Expedition into 
the Eaft, reduc’d Armenia, and fettled 
the Government.; Of that Countrcy ; 
took Nifibis and Battue, arid was ho¬ 
nour'd by the Senate with the Name 
of Parthicusy added to his other Titles. 

After which, he winter’d at Antioch , 
where he, by an extraordinary Provi* 
dence, and with much difficulty, 
elcap’t perifliirtg in that great Earth¬ 
quake which had almoft ruind that 
Nobis City. After this, he return’d 
into the Ead, pad the Euphrates, fub- 
dued all Ad'tabene, Arlela, and Gauga- 
mela, and came to Babylon ; the Par¬ 
thians being unable to oppofe him, 
having been much weaken’d by their 
Civil Diflentions. Then he pad: the 
Tigris , and went to Cteftphon , and 
thence purfued his Conqueffs to the 
Ocean, where he declared, That if he 
had been as young as Alexander , he 
would have follow’d the Example of 
that Uluftrious Prince, and have fail’d 
into India, But while he was thus 
amufing himfelf with his vain Ambi¬ 
tious Thoughts, the Provinces which 
he> had fabdued revolted, and feiz’d 
and murther’d the Roman Garrifons. 

Where- 
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Whereupon, Trajan Commanded Lufius 
and Maximus to chaftife the Rebels, 
and to reduce the Cities to Terms of 
Duty and Obedience. In this Expedi¬ 
tion Maxinfas was (lain in Battle; but 
Lufius recover'd took Bdeff^ 

as he did a lfb Seleucia, and other Places, 
by his Lieutenant-Generals: Where¬ 
upon, to prevent their future Revolt, 
Trajan gave the Parthians a King, and 
fettled the Eftate of the Bafi (as 
* in Au- r Vopifcus calls that Country ? be- 
rdm ' caute.jn refpea of Rom, the Sun 
teem’d to rite in Parthiaj) and this the 
Coips confirm, which mention the re¬ 
ducing of Armenia and Mefipotamia 
under the Power and jurtfdi&ion of 
the Ramans in this Emperor’s Reign. 

At this time, ’tis probable, Palmyra 
was much ruin’d ; for otherwite it 
would not have wanted the favourable 
Afliftance of Trajan’s Succeflor, who 
may be juftly reckon’d their Second 
Founder. Hadrian was a magnificent 
Prince, and a great Builder (and for* 
that reafon call’d the Watt-Flower , a 
great number of eminent Edifices 
owing their Being and Beauty to his , 
Liberality : ) He it was who built the 

Font 
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Fora at Nicodemia and Nice, the Four c t hrm - A ~ 
Highrways, and that part of the Wall lex, ^ 9S " 
that looks toward Bithynia :■ At Cyzicum 
he built the Temple, and Soar’d it 
with Marble : And in many other 
Places he either ere&edNew, or re¬ 
pair’d the Old Buildings, both Sacred 
and Civil. And in almoft every City 
of his vaft Empire, he left fome Marks 
of his Magnificence. * Dio Caffius af» * Hadrian. 
firming, that he generoufly afiiftedall 
the Towns that were fubieO: to his Em¬ 
pire, or confederate with it, of which 
he vifited more than any of his Prede- 
ceflbrs, a great part of his Reign being 
employed in more than one Progreis 
through thofe fpacious Territories ; 
fome Cities he adorn’d with Aquedu&s, 
others with fafe Ports j upon fome he 
bellow’d a Donative of Corn, or Pub- 
lick Buildings; upon others, Money or 
Privileges, f At Antioch he repair’d \JoMaM. 
what had been deftroy’d by that ter- fa j‘ u t ag ’ 
rible and furious Earthquake that in 3 3,3 4 * 
Trajan’s time had almoft buried that 
noble City in its own Ruines ; as he 
did the Temple at Cyzicum , which in 
his own Reign had been deftroyed by 
another Earthquake, and made it one 

of 








of the World’s Wonders for Archi* 
tenure and Beauty, bellowing great 
Privileges upon the poor undone inha¬ 
bitants, which was the nobleft Charity: 
He alfo re-ere£ted the Coloffus at Rhodes, 
which had been many years before 
thrown down by an Earthquake. Above 
all, he was a great Benefa&or to the 
City of Athens, toward which he al¬ 
ways expreft a peculiar Regard ; as in 
Requital, they call’d him, while alive, 
Adrianus Olympius in their Coines and 
Infcriptions $ as he was in feveralother 
Cities,; after his death, Deify’d, efpe- 
cially in Syria ; for to fpeak the Truth, 
and to be doing Good, were, in the 
efteem'even of the Heathen World, 
mbit God-like Qualities. 


C H A P. 
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CHAP. IX. 

B U T the Liberality of this Muni¬ 
ficent Emperor was not confined 
to Greece , or the adjacent Parts of A ft a; 
the remoter Cities of Syria, who had 
fuffer’d fo deeply during the War which 
Trajan made in the Eaft, were not ex¬ 
cluded from their fhare in his Bounty : 

For he had been a * Lieutenant-General * sport . 
-in that Expedition, and had feen the Eadr ' 
difmal Effe&s of War, and Military 
Rage and Rapine ; and upon the Death 
of Trajan, had made a Peace with the 
Parthians (envious of the Glory of his 
Predeceflor, fays Sextus Rufus , very 
malicioufly,) having remov’d the King, 
whom Trajan had let over them, and 
withdrawn the Roman Armies out of 
all the Countries beyond the Euphrates ; 
and becaufe he was not ambitious to 
have his Name inscribed on all his Pub- 
lick Buildings, as it was cuflomary, he 
gave it to the Cities which he new 
built or beautified, among whom we 
muft reckon Taimyr a, f which, after he f step!.-. 
had repair’d its Ruines, he call'd Ha- * z>rh - 
D drianople; 
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drianople; and (with the leave of Father 
Flarduin ,per haps the Coin in the King of 
Frances Trcafury ,and in MonfieurEW/w, 

P- 2.03. with this Infcription, AAPlAN 
* - * “ MHTPOnOAlC) may be afcribcd 
not to Hadriample in Thrace, nor that 
ctlif - C:ty in Cyrenaica of the fame 
Nanvy but to Palmyra, which was a 
:f rag. 99. Mother-City, as appears by the * In- 
fcnptions, and by Ptolemy, who not 
only reckons it among the Metropolcs 
of Cwtefyria , but makes it the Capital 
of the Province of Palmyrene , which 
had its Denomination from it. And it 
is not unfitly reprefented by a Woman 
fitting on p Hill : For Tadmor is cn- 
clofed on three Tides with long ridges 
of Mountains, the Caflle being built 
on one of them, which commands the 
Entrance into the City And to this 
City I would aferibe the Coin of Cara- 
calla , in Monfieur Fat in, p. 301. with ’ 
the Figure of an Archer almoft Naked 
on the reverfe, his Thin Habit imply¬ 
ing the Heats ; and his Arms, the 
Militia of his Country ; the Sagit- 
tarii of Palmyrene being Famous in Hi* 
flory, 

1 

This 


This City, \ doubt not, but Adrian 
vifited, when, in the Sixth Year of his 
Empire, .he made his Progrels into the 
Eaft, and receiv’d the Homage of all the 
Kings and Toparchs, whole Territories 
lay in thole Parts. And this his Expe* 
dition, I underftand to be meant in the 
Infcriptions. In which Expedition, rag. 105. 
Malech Agrippa , the Son of Jaraius, 
was thelecond time the Secretary of the 
City ; and when that Prince happen’d 
to draw near his end, and the Palmy- 
renians were in fear of lofing their Pa¬ 
tron, their Neighbours of the City 
Tieve ,three Days Journey from Tadmor 
towards the Euphrates (probably the 
Oriza of Ptolemy , as the Learned 
Mr. Halley conjectures) and a City of 
Palmyrene,as Ptolemy reckons it, made 
their Vows for his Recovery, (as ap¬ 
pears by the Infcription;) for in the rag. 109 
Laft Year, the Nineteenth of his Reign, 

(not the Seventh, as the /Era of Seleu- 
cidee is mittaken in the Firft Account,) 

“ Agathavgelus of Abila, the Decapo- V id. A><- 
“ litan, built an Arch, or Cupola , in tend. 
u the Temple of Jupiter , and ereded 
“ a Bed of State (or Pulvinar , ufualiy 
“ dedicated to the Heathen Deities) to 
D 2. “ Jupiter 
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‘‘ Jupiter theThunderer, for the Health 
“ of the Emperor Adrian his Lord” • 
spart. vvho languifht a long time before he 
H ' ul " died, and fuffer’d fuch Agonies of Pain, 
that he would fain have perfuaded his 
Servant, who attended him, to have j 
run him through ; and when that Per- j 
fuafive would not prevail, would either r 
have ftabb’d or poyfbn’d himfelf. So 
difficult was it for this Great Emperor 
to breathe his laft. 

But when Aurelius Antoninus had 
prevail’d with the Senate to have him 
Deify d, and appointed him the Ho¬ 
nours properly given to the Gods, with 
a College of Priefts, and Attendants to 
do the Service of the Temples ere&ed 
to him at Puteoli ,and elfewhere, (which 
Societies continued to the Reign of 
i Gmter. f Septimiiu Sever us at Rome; but how 
long in the Cities of the Eaft, I know 

ix. p. not,) and had inftituted Publick Games > 
in his Name, (from which Gratitude 
to his Patron, the Hiftorian fays, Au« 
relius had the Name of Pius given him.) 

The Cities of the Eaft, in Imitation 
of Italy, had their Sodales Hadrianales 
alfo (and Temples, queftionlefs, ere< 5 ted 
to his Memory) of which Samofata is 

an 
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an urkieniable Inftance, where I. Fahius am. uK> 
M. F. GA. Cilo, Praefeft of the City,/"A 
was a Feliow of the College of Priefts 
deputed to the Service of the DciJy’d 
Emperor Adrian; particularly Palmyra , 
who gratefully commemorated her Se¬ 
cond Founder, allowed of his Confecra- 
tion, built him a Temple, and devoted 
fome of her Inhabitants to the Service 
thereof, as appears by the Infcription in 
Gruter ; and by another among tliofe via. Ap- 
lately publiflit, where he is called t cnc! - 
Adrian the God • and I am apt to be¬ 
lieve, that the little Temple mention’d 
in the Journal , was erected to his Me- Pag. 104, 
mory, as well as to Jupiter. Io5- 


Such Societies were erefted in moft Cities of the Empire, 
to one or other of their deceas’d, but deify cl Princes, call’d Col¬ 
legia Saccrdotalia by Lampridius , in the Life of Commodtis, p. 50. 
and they had, according to their Rank and Dignity, their feveral 
Vexilla , or Banners, to diftinguifh tliem, called Vexillt CoHegio- 
rum^ Signa Tcmplorum , by Trebellm Pollio , in the Lift of 

(Tall'icnus^ p. 17$, Por as the Heathen Mock-Deities had rheir 
fo their Emperors, when advanced to that Honour, 
had their lifasuzdncu> with all the Pomp and Ceremony that ac¬ 
companied the Service of their Gods. ( Vid. Gruter .) 
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T HE City having been repair’d, 
we may juftly fuppofe, that by 
the Advantages of its Situation and 
Trade, and the continuance of a long 
Peace with the Partbiam , not often in. . 
tcrrupted, (except in the War which ■. 
Septimius Severtu made a gain ft them, 
when he took both Ctefiphon and 
Babylon, and reduced all Arabia , ha* 
ving ma.cht through that Arabia 
whose the Scenitee nitcht their Tents, < 
in which Country Tadmur lay,) it ar¬ 
rived to its ancient Glory, when the 
Em pc tor Antoninus Caracalla honour’d it 
with the Privileges of a * Roman Colony 
Juris Italici (for there was a difference 
between Colonies, all were not Juris It a- ^ 
lici, as Palmyra was,) Colonia Palmyra 
it is ftiled in the f Coins of that Em¬ 
peror, a Metropolis and a Colony, in 
the Infer iptions; probably in Honour 
of his Mother, whom he afterward 
made his Wife, Julia Domna, who was 
of this Country ; but whether of Emifa 
(as dveral Authors affirm) or Palmyra , 

or 
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or (bme third City, I am not certain : 

A Native of Syria we know fhc was, 
for lo lays * S parti anus ; and Oppian * spfth m. 
her Cf nrempoi-ary , calls her, the Se Jf'f 
( a ) Affyrian Venus , and a Moon that r ' ' - 

was never Eclipft , or in her Wain. The 
fame Poet, in the fame place, mention¬ 
ing the Deftrudtion of the Parthians, 
and the Taking of Ctefiphon (as the 
Coins do mention the i Victoria Par • -|- Afc^ob. 
thica of that Prince) as do alio the / ’- 2 ? 5 - 
Hiftorians ; in which Expedition, \ 
doubt not but the P almyrenians , in Gra¬ 
titude, Declared for his Intereft. 

This Honour and Privilege of a 
Roman Colony, Palmyra kept, in the 
Reign of Alexander Sever us (lor un¬ 
der him, the great Lawyer Vlpian 
flourilht) and unified him with their 
Forces in his Expedition into the Eafl, 
in the Fifth Year of his Reign, (of 
which Undertaking,|j Lampridius gives|j nr. At. 
fo auguft a Chara&er ; though Uerodzan ff'YjV 
upon this, as upon aii other occafions, 134’ 5 


(cl) ’AcvueM KuAptiu.} Zj a A Atpara. rtAi/t'il, f 

’Ef&iffuffitil iulgtom d) Kr,WyvyT<i. &p. 

D a. leflens 
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leffens,and would obfcure the Atchieve* 
ments of that excellent Prince. In this 
* Journal, Expedition, * Aurelius Zenobius being, 
91 ’ as I conjedture, the Commander of the 
Forces of the Republick of Palmyra , 
attended, and was an unwearied Afliftant 
to Rutilius Crifpinus , the Roman Ge¬ 
neral, and difcharg’d the Offices of a 
m Ap- Man of Conduit and Courage againft 
}eL ' the Perjians, and deferv’d the molt 
ample Teftimonials of his Bravery and 
Prudence. 

But Palmyra never arrived to fuch 
an illuflrious pitch of Glory, as it did 
under Odenatbus and his Sons, who 
eftabli/ht it the Seat of the Eaftern Em¬ 
pire, and beautified and ftrengthned it 
accordingly ; and for a few Years it 
afforded as remarkable Tranfadtions of 
War and State, as any other part of the 
World can boaft of, in fb fliort a fpace 
of Time : And therefore I fhall give 
my felf the liberty to treat more largely 
of thefe Affairs, and to deduce the 
Series of the Hiftory of the Imperial 
Family of Palmyra, as far as the An- 
tients afford us light, and lhall leave the 
judicious Reader to his choice, what 
Memoirs he will give moft credit to, 

having 
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having taken care in every Paragraph 
to produce my Vouchers • while I 
bemoan heartily the Iofs of Vranius his 
£ ) Aralick Hiftory, in the 

Second of which Books he treated of 
Taimyr a ; as alfo of Domnims of An¬ 
tioch, whom Malela commonly fol¬ 
lows j and of Philoftratus of Athens , 
the Hiftoriographer, who liv’d under 
Aurelian , and wrote the Tranfa&ions 
of his own Time : but particularly [ 
regret the want of that Oration which 
Longinus made in Praile of Odenathus , 
and called by his Name, of which Li- 
lanius makes mention in his Epiftles, 
which would queftionlels have given a 
more ample Hiftory of that Illuftrious 
Prince, than all the jejune Narratives 
of the Roman Hiftorians. But fince 
we muft follow the Light that is given 
us, I (hall firft begin with Ode»ath w , 
then treat of Zenobia, and their Chil¬ 
dren. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XL 


* Lib. 7 - 

Cilp* 2 2. 


D E MATHVS ( fays * Or oft us) 
was a Man of mean Birth and 


Original, ( Odenathus Quidam, as he 
ftiles him :) A Man of Palmyra (fays 
jVM Tnfr. T 2-oaarm t ) Of no Reputation,- and 
jj Lib. 4 . unknown ('.ays |J Agath'tas, ) till he 
. 13+. made his Name Famous by his Con- 
quefts over Use Per fans, and other 
eminent Achievements, which give 
him an extraordinary Character in the 
*Bra?ar. ancient Hidorians. * Sextus Rufus 
lays, that he was a Decurio of Palmyra', 
which being a word of large figmfica- 
tion, may in that Author, I think, be 
render’d a Procurator, or Senator :And 


pag. ss. fo he is ftiled in the f Infcriptions , if 
ibid.n.99. j lc 5 e th e fame Perfon, Septimius Ode- 
thus , the Moff Uluflrious Senator,the Son 


of Airanes Nephew of Valallatbus ; of 
which Order alfo his Son Septimius Aira- 
L.i.f.3,6. nes was. And || Zofimus fays exprefly, 
that his Anceflors were Men of Honour 


and Condition, having been in part 
Ages cnobled by the neighbouring 
Kings. * Georgius Syncellus calls him a 


great 
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great Soldier, and probably be was 
the General of the Forces of the Com¬ 
monwealth of Palmyra : A Prince 
(fays * Pollio) accompliiht in the Art*jv*.ijA 
Military, and from his Youth a great 
Hunter, (Hunting being in thofe days, 
according to the moft ancient Practice, 
the Recreation and Exercile of the moft 
Eminent Perfons, a Sport that bred 
them to great Hardinefi and Refolution, 
and much Experience in War,) he be¬ 
llowed his leilure hours in deftroying 
Lyons, Leopards, Bears, and other 
Beads of Prey, inuring himfelf to bear 
the Fatigues of Labour, to endure the 
Hardfhips of Heat, and Showers, and 
the other Toils incident to a Wood¬ 
man’s Life 5 and by thefe Methods 
brought himfelf to a Habit of enduring 
the lcorching Beams of the Sun, and 
the annoyance of the Dud, in his Wars 
with the Perfians , 

The later Greeks frequently dile him 
the King of the Saracens , of the Bar¬ 
barous Saracens , as if he had been a 
Phylarchus of lome part cf Arabia : 
f Ammianus averring, that thofe who f Lib. 23. 
were anciently called Arahes ScenitiS, uiu 
were afterwards called Samcm, (but 

herein 
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herein he differs from both Pliny and 
Ptolemy :) A Name (lays Scaliger ) 
never uied by any Author before Pto¬ 
lemy ; whereas Pliny, who Jiv’d at leaft 
fifty Years before that excellent Aftrc- 
nomer, exprefly mentions them. Now 
the Saracens, over whom Odenatbus and 
Zenob'ta reign’d, had been of old, fays 
Procopius Confederate with the Ro¬ 
mans. 

And as the Quality of this Mighty 
Prince hath been miftaken, fo have his 
Adtions been wrongfully reprefented ; 
Orofius affirming, that he form’d an 
Army of the Boors of Syria , and with 
fchofe Rufticks overcame the PerJjam; 
and (o lays Sextus Rufus . But they 
confound two Stories, if we may credit 
* Par. 1- * Malela ; for he affirms, that when 
Sapores had over-run all Syria , and had 
taken, plunder’d and burnt Antioch 
(which happen’d in the 314th. Year 
of the Mr a Antiochena , the izth. of 
the Reigns of Valerian and Ga/lienus,') 
he afterward ravaged all the Eafi: to 
Emefa, a City of Phoenicia Lilanefia, 
carrying with him, whither foever he 
went, Fire and Sword, and all the In* 
flruments of Cruelty : but when he 


45 


The Hifiory of Palmyra. 

came to Emefa, Sampjigeramus the Prieft 
of Venus, having colle&ed a hafty 
Army of the Country-men of that Pro¬ 
vince, placed himfelf in the Head of 
them in his Prieftly Habit ; which 
created him Refpedt from all who faw 
him, particularly from the King of 
Perfia, to whom he faid he was fent 
an Empaffador: Upon which, while 
the King was difcourfing him, one of 
the Boors threw a Stone from his Sling, 
and hitting Sapores in the Forehead, 
flew him j whereupon the Army be¬ 
lieving that the Romans were falling 
on their Camp, left aJi their Booty, 
and fled, Sampfigeramus purluing them ? 
and that while the fcattered Perfiam 
Were making their tfcape, Enathus 
a Confederate of the Romans , the 
King of the Barbarous Saracens, and 
Lord of that part of Arabia, met them 
upon the Borders, and deftroy’d the 
remainders of that fcatter’d Army, as 
Domninas the Chronoioger of Antioch 
affirms, to whom Malela gives credit; 
while Philofiratus the Hiftorian (as the 
fame Malela conteffes) who liv’d a Con¬ 
temporary with ihofe Princes, gives 
a different Account 5 That after Sapores 

had 
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had made fuch great Devaluations in 
Syria, h d ravag’d Cilicia and burnt 
all her eminent Cities, ^ Domnirius fays, 
the King went not in Perfbn, but lent 
Spates his General with an Army to 
commit thofe Outrages,) as he was 
returning through Cappadocia into Per- 
fia, Emthus the King of the Saracens 
came forth to meet him, and pay the 
Relpedfs of a Confederate, and at length 
flew him. But to fet the Hiftory in 
its true Light, it will be requifite to 
take a fhort View of the State of the 
Empire at that time. 


chap. 
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G H A P. XII. 

h E Roman Interefl in the Eafl 
JL having been finking for fome 
years after the Death of Gordianus, un¬ 
der his Succeflor Philip , who was alfo 
his Murtherer, as alfo under Decius, 
Galius , and /.Umiliams ; Valerian, and 
his Son Gallienus, were chofen to wear 
the Purple • the Perfiam in the mean 
time ravaging the Eaft, as the Scy¬ 
thians overran and pillag’d the reft of 
the Empire. 

This Dcvaftation continued for fome 
years,till at laft Valerian raarcht againft 
the Scythians, who had taken Chal- 
cedon, burnt the City of Nice, and pil¬ 
lag’d and fet fire to the famous Temple 
of Diana at Ephefus • and after that, he 
attempted to drive the Perfians out of 
their New Conquefts, Anno Chrifli,z6o, 
but very unfortunately ; for having 
engag’d iis Troops in thofe vafl De¬ 
farts, where the Rays of the Sun were 
very fervent, and few places afforded 
Water fufficient for an Army, and 
Forage and Provifions mud be brought 

from 
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from a great diftance, Valerian lent 
Eciogx Le- Embafladors to Sapores, loaden with 
gat. retii Gold, to buy a Peace : But the cruel 
p.%[ c ‘ h and crafty Monarch knowing the necef- j 
fitous Condition of the Roman Army, 
and being incens’d, that Valerian , in 
his Letters , had not treated him with ' 
all the Pompous Titles which the Per- 
fians Kings ufed to aflume to them- j 
felves, detain’d the Embafladors for a ' 
while in Prifon, till he had gotten all 
his Forces in a readinefs to March, and 
zoftm.i. i. then difmift them, with this Anfwer, j 
P- $2. That if Valerian would give him a 
Meeting, they would agree upon Ar- j 
tides among themfelves, that lhould j 
be for the Common Good of both Em¬ 
pires. To this Meeting, Valerian, 
preft by the Neceffity of his Affairs, 
very imprudently affented : but as he 
was purfuing his Journey, accompanied 
only with a few Attendants, he was 
feiz’d on by the Perfian Soldiers, and 
made a Prifoner; Sapores ufing him 
with all rigour and contempt, letting 
his Foot on his Neck every time he 
mounted his Horfe, till after fome years 
he flea’d him, and fo put an end to his 
miferable Life. 


In this Expedition, Qdenathus, (who, 

% during the Reigns of Decios, Trelo* 
nianus, Gallos, and Volufianus , while 
j the Per fians had feiz’d and pillag’d Me- 
fopotamia,Syria, and the adjacent Pro- 
winces, had probably join’d himfelf to 
| to the Conquering Party, and acknow- 
f ledg’d the Jurifdidtion of the Ter fians, 

§ not being able, alone, and unaflifted, 
to oppofe fo great a Power,) feeing the 
Roman Emperor engaged in Perfon in 
j the Head of a puiflimt Army for the 
■ recovery of the Eaft, and knowing 
| that his Anceftors had received many 
.SI flgnal Favours from the Emperors, 
'% Predeceflors to Valerian , was eafily 
1 perfuaded to declare for the Roman In¬ 
'S tereft. But when Valerian was taken 
i Captive, Odenathus bethought himfelf, 
and endeavour’d to make his Peace, 
I having found the Perfian Monarch fo 
4 much Superior to the Roman. Where¬ 
upon, being convinced of the necellity 
he was under to fmooth the Mind of 
that haughty Prince, he form’d an Em- 
ballie, loaded feveral Camels with moft 
I noble Prefents, efpecially of fiich things 
J which Perfia did not produce, and fent 
; them to Sapores with the moft fubmif- 

E five 


In 
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five Letters, affirming, That in the 
whole War he had not been an Enemy 
to that Great King. But the proud 
Perfian commanded his Servants to 
throw the Prelents into the River, and 
tearing the Letters, he trampled them 
under his Feet, expreffing himfelf in an 
angry Tone to this purpole. Who is 
this infolent Man , and from whence, that 
he dares write his Letters to his Liege 
Lord and Sovereign ? If he intends to f: 
alleviate his Punifhment, let him come j 
hither with his .dancls tied behind his j 
Back, fall at my Feet, and beg my Par • i 
don; but if he refufes, let \him know, f; 
that I will defiroy him and his Family, 
and ruine his Country. 

What efledt this iharp Anfwer had 
upon the Prince of Palmyra , we want > 
Information ; but I doubt not, he dif- ! 
fembled his Relentmenr, made the befl j 
Terms he could for himfelf, and waited [ 
an Opportunity to revenge the Injury < j 
which, in a few years offer’d it felf, 
when Gallienus gave him his Commif- 
fion to infuk the Perfians. 

To fupport the Opinion, That Ode■ j 
nathus was was an Ally, if not a Sub- 
jedt of the Perfians, before Valerian 

attempted 
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attempted the recovery of the Eaft out 
of their hands, Trebellius Poll'to affirms, 

That when Cyriades pretended to the 
Empire, he robb'd his Father of a vaft 
Summ of Silver and Gold, and with it 
fled to the Perfians $ and having infi- 
nuated himfelf into the Affedtions of 
Sapores, and entred into a Confederacy 
with him, incited him to make War 
upon the Romans , after he had engaged 
Odenathus in the fame Defign ; that 
he took Antioch and Ctefarea, and made 
himfelf, either by downright Force, or 
the Terror of his Arms, Lord of the 
Eaft ; whereupon he aflum’d the Title 
of Auguftits : But when Valerian came 
into the Eaft, he was (lain by his Sol¬ 
diers. This Allyance he made with 
the King of Perfia (fays * Triflan ) in * Tom. ^ 
the Firft or Second Year of Valerian, h<s- 25- 
in the Fourth (fays Mezzobarbaf) and 
he reign’d at leaft two years, fay the 
"f Coines. But Salmafius will not al- f Ooltx. 
low, that Odenathus was concerned in Thc f m '- 
this Attempt upon Syria; but Odomafies p ‘ 72 ' 
(perhaps Oromaftes ) whom he luppofcs 
a General, or a Tributary Prince to 
the Perfian ; though it is not altogether 
improbable, but the Prince of Palmyra 
E z might 
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might be engaged in this Defign, not 
only.becaufe in League with the Perfm y 
but alfo, becaufe being an Ambitious, . 
Politick and Warlike Prince, he was ! 
willing to enlarge his Limits, and to j 
take the Advantage of the diftraited 
Eflate of the Roman Empire at that 
time, to make Additions to his own 
Territories. But when Valerian was 
marching into the Eaft, and Cyriades 
was flain, then he bethought himfelf, 
and in good time changed his Party, 
and declared for the Romans : Which 
enraged Sapores , and gave occafion to 
him to upbraid Odenathus , when Va¬ 
lerian was made Prifoner, with his Apo- 
ftafie from his Duty. 

I 


CHAP, j 


-V? 


GHAP. XIII. 

T H E Wings of the Roman Eagle 
having been thus deplumed, 
s and the Glory of the Empire eclip’ft, 
while Valerian wore the Chains, and 
f. daily fuffer’d the Infolences of the King 
I of Perfia, it might have been with 
I Juflice expedited that Galliems fhould 
have exerted his utmofl: Powers to 
releale his Father, and fet his Coun¬ 
try and Subje&s free. But inflead of 
applying himfelf to fuch becoming Un- * Ami. 
dertakings,which would have given new Vl ^ or - c ^f- 
Life to his People, and new Lawrels to 155 
himfelf, (who had in the beginning of 
| his Reign behaved himfelf like a Man of 
| Courage and Conduit,) he gave himfelf 
| up to all manner of Voluptuoufnefs, and 
permitted the Commonwealth to be 
Ihipwrackr, inafmuch as he not only 
negledfcd to make, an attempt for his 
Father's Releafe, (while, by the Bar- 
: lartans, the neighbouring Princes, who 
| were Confederate with the ?erfians } 

| Sapores was follicited with all earneftnefs 
to fet him at liberty, and to make a 
• 1 E 3 Peace, 
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Peace, of which the Letters (till ex¬ 
tant in Trelellius Potlio are an unde¬ 
niable Demonftration ; while alfo the y 
Ballrtans, Iberians, Albanians , and 

Taurofcytha, wrote to the Roman Gene¬ 
rals, promifing their Afiiftance to re¬ 
deem him out of an ignominious SJa- 1 
very,) butfuffer’d the Goths, A.D.z6i, 
lay the Fafti ldatiani; but Cafiodore 
fays, Anno z6j. to over-run all Thrace, 
Macedon , and Achaia, With the neigh- ' 
Zofmt. i.i. bouring Provinces, one Party of them 
h 34 * ravaging Illyrhum, and pillaging all its 

Cities,another invading/f<j/y,and march- j 
ing to the very Gates of Rome, while 
the Parthians made their Inroads into* ; 
Mefopotamia,md the Syrian Banditti har- j 
* Aug. rail the Bali, * infomuch as the Con- j 

■ F -h 8o - (iderate part of Mankind thought the j. 

World near its End, (and the fad Effe&s 
of thole Eruptions were vifible, in the ; 
Ruines of many a Noble City and 
Country, almoft Two hundred Years •• 
after, both in the Bali and Welt, fays } 
f Ub. f Orojius,') while every bold Pretender | 
up. 22. t j ul ^ u p hi s Title to the Empire in j 
rh eWeH, who could defend his Ufur- [■ 
pation with his Sword ; his Father Va¬ 
lerian languiihing all the while under a 

fevere ' 
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fevere Captivity, till his Age and his neb. pot. 
Afflidions had cover’d him with Grey ?• 1 75 - 
Hairs. 

When the Affairs of the Empire were Bmp.i, 9 . 
in this perplext effate, and their Inte- § - I0 -, 
reft at the loweft ebb, Gallienus having 
deferted the Care of the Republick, 
fauntred away his Time idlely, or fpent 
it ridiculoufly in the Company of Rope- 
dancers and Stage-players, and laught 
at the lols of many a fertile and rich 
Province ; while Pofthumus maintained 
its Grandeur in thePT<tf?,and preferved 
Gallia • and Odenathus in the EaH at- 
tackt and fubdu’d the Perfians. For 
when that fenlelels Emperor faw him- 
felf fo milerably oppreft on all hands, 
awaken’d by the Out-cryes of his 
People, he for a little while rouz’d him- 
felf out of his Lethargy, and look’d 
about him; and feeing all at flake, re- 
quefted Odenathus , the Governor-Gene- Zofim.i. 
ral, or Praetor, of Palmyrene, and Confe- p .“ s ; 
derate of the Romans, (the Prince ofjwj^j 
that Country, fays Trebellius Pollio,) 
to drive the Perfians out of the Roman 
Territories: Odenathus coniider’d, that 
if he did not interpofe, it would be im- 
poflible but that Sapores would in a 
E 4 fmali 
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fmallcime, under fo negligent a Prince > 
as Galliems , have made himfelf Mailer 
of the World, and that his own Native 
Country muft neceflarily have been 
made an Appendage of that Empire; j. % 
and for this reafon, as well as to re- f 
venge the Affront offer’d him in the \ 
Slight put on his Embafladors, he join’d I ;| 
his Forces to the remains of the Roman 1 ; 
Army, who (till continued to fupport i if 
the Reputation of that Auguft Em- f 
pire in the EaH: And in this diffi¬ 
cult Undertaking he behaved himfelf 
with Co much Addrefs, and fuch an ex- 
traordinary Courage, that he humbled 
the Pride of the Greateft of the Eaftern 
Monarchs in the midft of all his Glory 
and Triumphs : For he firft fell upon 
the Perfian General, and having routed 
him, recover’d Nifebis and Mefopotamh 
out of the Hands of the Invaders; then 
atrack’t the King of Perfect w’ith a Sue- 
cels fuitable to his Bravery ; for as Sa • 

r./juvju* . 

sf.Maid. pores was returning home, loaden with 
jw. i. p. the Spoils of Syria and Cilicia, Ode- 
.zonar. natbus came out to meet him, as one 
Tom. 2. of his Allyes ; but under that pretext ' .§ 
i deluded him, having way-lay’d 
4 him as he paft through Euphratefia 

(call’d , 


(call’d of old Commagene, lays Proco¬ 
pius j Augufto-Euphratefia, by Theo¬ 
dor it a Biihop of that Country,) fo 
ftreightned him, that being to march 
through a Valley whofe Ways were 
too fteep and rugged for his Carriages, 
he flew all his Prifbners, and threw 
them into the Hollows, and by that 
means pall over his heavy Baggage. 

After this, he fought and routed the 
Army of the Perfians , and made fo 
great a (laughter of their Troops, that 
* Peter the Hiftorian, a Man of the Se- ( d%- 
natorian Dignity, and Embafiador to tlonlb ’M$- 
Chofroes King of Perfia , affirms, That 
when Sapores had paft the Euphrates 
with the remains of his Chatter’d Army, 
his Soldiers thinking thernfelves fecure, 
by their ftation on the other fide of the 
River, embraced one another with un- 
ex preflible Tranfports: After which, 

Sapores fent to the Garrifon at Edefta , 
promifing them to give them all the 
Money which he had plunder’d in Syria, 
if they would not moleft him in his 
March, butfuffer him quietly tohaften 
Home through their Territory ; fub- 
joyning, that he did not offer them this 
great Sutnrn, as if he were afraid of 

them 
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them, but that he might make the / 
more fpeed into Ferfia, to celebrate a ( 
great Feftival that he was near, not : '$ 
being willing to be hinder’d in his De- j. ■'? 
fign. To this the Garrifon contented, 
receiv’d the Money, and gave him leave \ l 
to pais by the City unmolefted. 

By this Victory, Odemthus not only 
preterv’d the Roman Territories in the 
Eatf, and defended the Limits, but re- . 
cover’d ieveral Cities which the Per- 
fans had ufurpt, and made his Inroads 
as far as Ctefpkon, the Royal Seat of 1 
thofe Eaftern Princes, obliging them 
to quit their other Conquefts, to de- ! 
fend their Wives and Children. In this 
Expedition alfo he made himielf Matter : 
of the Treasures of that Great Mo- j ;; 
natch ; and of what thofe Kings held ; - 
more valuable and more precious than 
all their Wealth, his Concubines ; and 
at the fame time he took many of the ; 
Nobility Prifoners. This \,vas fo Meri- j 
* Trib.roi. torious an Action, that the * Roman Hi- j 
ftorian confefles, That without this In- i 
terpofition, the IntereR of the Empire f; 
had been entirely funk in the EaH .• j 
And withal, he informs us, That Ode- 
nathus aflumed the Name of King, be- 
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fore he rais’d his Army, (though the, 

Greek Writers allow him to have only 
been declar’d General of the Eatt, an 
Honorary Truft conferr d on none but 
Perfons of the beft Condition and Qua¬ 
lifications,) that his Wife Zenolia, his 
eldeft Son Herod, and his two younger 
Sons Heremiams and Timolaus , ac- 
pany'd him, when (Anno Chrifti , X4 6.j 
he fought and routed that Potent Mo¬ 
narch, and recover’d the Territories 
that he had ufiirped on this fide the 
River. 

To reward thefe brave Services, Gal- Treb.Poi. 
lienus declar’d him Auguftus y and his^ 
Copart’ner in the Empire, ( fo that the 
Hiftorians with great injuftice reckon 
Odenatbiu and his Son Herodian among 
the Tyrants, as if they had been 
Ufurpers, who ought to have been in- 
ferted into the Catalogue of the Law¬ 
ful Emperors,) and commanded Mo¬ 
ney to be ftamp’t in his Name, the re- 
verfe of which reprefented the Captive 
Perfians following his Triumphant 
Chariot: The Senate, the City, and 
all the People of Rome, being wonder¬ 
fully pleas’d with the Performance. 


This 
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This Declaration of Gallienus intitled 
Odenatbus to the Pofleflion of the Eaft, 
while his illuftrious Achievements 
prov’d him worthy of the Purple : And 
accordingly, upon his return from Ctefi- 
pbon, he afTum’d the Habit and Style, 
and Declar’d his Son Herodes his Co¬ 
partner in the Empire, and Princeps 
Juventutis ; as, befides the Hiftorians, 
the Coins do fully declare. 


CHAP. XIV. 

O Denathus having thus atton’d for 
the Negligence olGallienus , fup- 
poaed ti c finking Fortune of that Au- 
gofl Empire, and preferv’d his own 
Native Country in its own Quiet and 
Freedom, and behav’d himfelf with fo 
dextrous an Addrefs, and fuch an ex¬ 
traordinary Courage, that he humbled 
the Pride of the Greateft of the Eaftern 
Monarchs, and acquir’d a great Repu¬ 
tation to his Arms ; and having fpent 
lomc time in fettling his new Con- 

quefls, 
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quefts, (though he fail’d of his main En- 
terprize of releafing Valer'tan , who 
was, upon this Irruption of the Palmy 
remans , flain by Sapores ,) at the Re- 
qneft of Gallienus > he undertook to Treb.Poi. 
fupprefs Macrianus , who had, in Op-^ I?2 ’ 
portion to Gallienus , Declar’d himfelf * 2 ’ 
Emperor in Phoenicia, (though Eufebius 
avers, that himfelf did not aflume the 
Purple, but that he made his Sons Em- 
: perors,} and was acknowledg’d by the 
Roman Army under his Command, But 
Macrianus having baffled the Scythians , zom.Syn - 
and driven them out ot Acbata^ was “' v '\ ]' 
retir’d with his Eldeft Son, of his own ’ 
Name, into Illyricum, where, in a 
pitch’t Battel, they were both flain by 
Aureolusy another of the Pretenders to 
the Empire : But Macrianus had left 
Quietus the Younger of his Sons in the 
1 Eaft, with the Title of Augudus, under 
the Conduct of Balifta an Experienced 
General. Balifta was the Prcefettus Pm- 
torio to the Emperor Valerian , a Cap¬ 
tain of rare Capacity, and finguhr Cou¬ 
rage, of great Wifdom and Forefight, 
and as great Refolution and Bravery ; 

■rf he was General of the Horfe under Ma¬ 
crianus in the Eift. And when Macrianus 
f left 
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that Country, he, with Quietus the 
Second Son of Macrianus, managed the 
W ar with fo much Courage and good 
Fortune, that while he attack’t Scores 
on one hand, and Odenatbus on the 
other, they drove him to take flicker 
in the Defarts of Ferfta; upon which 
Vi&ory they aflumed the Title of Em¬ 
perors, which engaged Gallienus again!! 
them: Therefore Odenatbus march’t 
and fought them at Emefa, where Ba- 
lifta fell by the Sword of Odenatbus , 
Quietus by the Hands of the Citizens of 
Emefa,' fays Zonaras ; while 7 rebellius !' 
eng. 116. Tollio in one place affirms, That after 
the Army was routed, the Soldiers 
feiz’d both Quietus and Balifta, and dc- : 
liver’d them to Odenatbus, who flew j 
Png. 194 . them : but in another place he fays, | 
That the common report was (Tew 
Writers accounting for Balifta $ Adtions, 
after he was Declar’d Emperor, while 
they treat more largely of his Per¬ 
formances, while he was Prtefettus Pm- j 
torio of the EaH') that he was flain by ! 
a Private Sentinel of Odenatbus’s Army, j 
as he was fleeping in his Tent: but in ; 
ra°.i 7 6. a third place he affirms, That the 
Army of Quietus , inftigated by Ba- 

lifta, 
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lifta, flew the young Prince, and ha¬ 
ving thrown his Body over the Walls 
' of Emefa, immediately furrender’d: 

Others (as he fays) affirming, That Pag. 193. 

■ Odenatbus having flain Quietus , gave 
! Balifta his Life ; but that Balifta, not 
; daring to truft either Gallienus,Aureolus, 
or Odenatbus , aflum’d the Imperial 
Purple. Nor does the Report want Au¬ 
thors, that he was flain at Daphne, near 
j Antioch, at a Farm which he had pur- 
chafed, where helived a private life: while 
l ver y many others averr, That having 
Declar’d himfelf Emperor, he was mur- 
I ther’d by thofe whom Aureolus fent to 
apprehend Quietus, whom he deman- 
1 J®? as P arc of his Plunder, having 
flain his Father, and Elder Brother. 

| The Accounts even of thofe Times 
| being fo various, it cannot be expe&ed 
| t,13t the Writers of the prefent Age 
mould better adjuft theHiftory, while 
; we are obliged to the Information of 
the Coins, that Balifta reign’d Three Goitr.w. 
jl ears at leaft, and that his Name was? 1 1 2 - 
Ji $ erv ius Anicius ( or Sergius Anicetus ) 

& ffUfta- Whatever his Fate was, as to 
I j Titles, he was an Illuflrious Perfon, 

| la Ppy in his Undertakings, and had a 
| Angular 
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fmgular Faculty in providing his Army 
with Provifions and Neceffaries ; and 
lo well vers’d in Politicks, that Vale¬ 
rian acknowledged, that he had learn’d 
the Rules of Government from Balifta, 
and that he was one of the moft Provi* 
dent and moft Experienced Generals of 
the Age. But whether he was that 
Callijlus whom Zonaras affirms to have 
been chofen by the Roman Troops their 
General, after the Captivity of Valerian , 
and who, when he faw the per [tarn 
carelefly wandring up and down, as if 
they had no more Enemies to conquer, 
fell upon them, and routed them, l will 
not determine, though it be highly 
probable, the Names being very like 
(Callijlus, and Baliftas ,) and the ex* 
ploits feem to be the fame. But 
in this one Circumftance Zonaras is j 
miftaken, who attributes the Taking 
the Baggage and Concubines of Sapores f 
to Callijlus, which was the Atchieve* 
ment of Odenathus. 

When Odenathus had thus compleated j 
the Conqueft of the EaH , and wrefted I 
it out of the Hands both of the Roman j 
* Treb.Poi. Rebels, and the Perfian Ufurpers, * he 
1-176,179- gave an exabt Narrative of all his Pro¬ 
ceedings 


""m i... ' ~~ -»■*■■■■ 

The Hijlory of Palmyra. 6$ 

ceedings to Gallienus, and fent him the 
Perfian Nobility, whom he had taken 
Prisoners: And that befbtted Prince had 
the confidence to triumph at Rome , for 
the V i&ories which Odenathus got in 
Euphratefia, t 

Immediately upon this, Odenathus sheet ubi 
being a Captain of indefatigable Cou- 
rage, and great Expedition, engaged 
himlelf in the Expulfion of the Goths , 
who made their Irruptions into Phrygia, 

: Cappadocia, and Galatid, and threatned 
! the Eati. But having march’d through 
v Cappadocia to Heraclea of Pontus , the 
Scythians , terrify’d with the Name of 
the IUuftrious General, retired ; but as 
he was preparing to purfue them, he 
was moft unfortunately and moft bar- 
- baroufty murder’d. The Anger of God Treb. PdU 
againft the Roman Commonwealth he'mg l8 4 - 
moH vifibly feen; lecauje , after Valerian 
was (lain, he would not referve Ode¬ 
nathus for its Prefervation . 


F CHAP, 
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CHAP. XV. 

T H E Manner of Odenathus his 
Death is differently related, tho’ 
the Hiftorians agree in the main, 
* vtafnpr. * Malela, ( a ) after his fabulous wont, 
affirms, That he was flam by Galliemu, 
iL.if.36. f -Zfl/mwj.That while he was at Emifa, 
celebrating either his own, or fome 
Friend’s Birth-Day, he was by Trea¬ 
chery murthered. But the generality 
of Writers aflert, That Odenathus, with 
his Son Herodes,' were flain as they were 
about to purfue the Scythians , who 
fled before them: That the Parricide 
who made the Aflaffmation, was his 
Rinfman, his Brother’s Son, Mceonius; 
whom Syneellus calls Odenathus (pro¬ 
bably according to the Mode of that 
Time and Country, Mceonius Od<e* 
tiathus :) and that he, for a few days 
after, affum’d the Title of Emperor, 

C <t ) The Paragraph in Malela is fo confus’d, and is fuefu 
Jumble of the Actions of Galliems , Odenathus and Aurelian, that 
1 cannot but profefs, I fhould rather attribute the Mifhkes to 
the Tranferiber or Interpolator, than to the Author, though 
fo great a Fabler, 
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(as appears by the Coins,) but that 
he was fuddenly difpatcht by thofe 
Very Soldiers who had been wheadled 
to cloath him with the Imperial Pur¬ 
ple. So fell the mod Unjuft of Men 
to his Relations, the riioft Difloyal 
Tray tor to his Prince, the moft Un¬ 
grateful Villain to his Benefador, and 
the moft Profligate of Wretches. 

. Mceonius was induced to imbrue his pot.p. 192, 
Hands in the Blood of his King, his Re- * 93 - 
lation, and his Friend • inftigated (fay Cu ff in - C *f° 
fome) by Zenoiia, who, to difpatch a 74 ‘ 
Son-in-Law, that hinder’d her Children 
from fucceeding to the Empire of the 
Ea§i, (for Herodes, or Herodian , was 
the Son of Odenathus by a former Wife,) 
was content at the fame time to fee her 
Husband ftabb’d. But more probably 
he committed the execrable Murther, 
being inftigated by the moft malicious 
of Tempers,and an abominable mixture 
of Envy and Ambition j this prompted 
him to deftroy one of the beft of Em¬ 
perors, upon the pretext, that his Son 
Herod was a Man of extraordinary 
Softnefs and Delicacy, (as Men who 

are naturally Kind and Good-natur’d, 

are apt to be Effeminate. Voluptuous 

F z and 
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and Amorous,) and becaufe his Father 
had given him all the King of Perfm 
Concubines, all his Treafures, and all 
the Gems taken in the War : Or rather, j 
Zonar. T, 2. upon an old Grudge ; for the fierce j 
>- 2 ?7- Young Man accompanying his Unde 
in hi$ Manly Exercife of Hunting, pre* 
fum’d, the firft of the Company, to 
throw his Javelin at the Wild Beaft 
that was rouz’d ; and being reproved 
for it by his Uncle, that Honour being 
referv’d for the mod Eminent Perfon 
of the Hunt) in contempt of the Re¬ 
primand, perfifted to gratifie his own 
Humour, and committed the fame 
Crime a fecond and a third time: 
Whereupon, Odenathus ordered him to 
be demounted, and his Horfe taken 
from him, (which was the grcatefl Af¬ 
front that could be offer’d to a Man of i 
Quality in thatCountry.) Upon this, j 
the hot Spark could not forbear expref- I 
preffing hisRefentments,and threatning 
Revenge. Whereupon he was confin’d: 
but in a little time, at the Interceffion j 
of Herodes , Odenathus let him at li- I 
berty. But the Pardon was as uneafily ! 
digefled as the Affront, (the injur’d 
Perfon may be inclined to remit the < 

Offence; 
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Offence but he who does the Wrong, 
never forgives } ) for he watch’t his 
Opportunity, and imbru’d his Hands in 
the Blood of both his King, and his 
Advocate, 

Thus fell that Great Prince and his 
Eldeft Son, both Emperors, after Ode- 
nathus had Reigned Four Years, (and 
Herodes at lead Three, as the Coins 
exprefly prove • it being probable, 
that Odenathus wore the Purple fbme 
time a feet Gallienus declar'd him Em¬ 
peror, before he aflum’d Herodes to be 
his Copartner in his Government,) 
leaving his Crown and Scepter by Right 
to his Grandfbn Viiballathus, but in vid 
the Poffeflion of, and de FaZlo to Ze-P^d. 
nobia, and her Sons Heremianm and 
TimtJaus, 
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CHAP. XVL 

O Denathus was murther’d the (amt 
Year that Qallient^s was (lain, 
but (bme time before him. For, 
Anno Chrifli 160, Valerian was taken, 
in the Sixth Year of his Reign $ after 
which, the Perfiaps managed the Af¬ 
fairs of the EaH according to their own 
Will and Pieafiire. Valerians Son, and 
his Copartner in the Empire, Galliemi , 
being loft in the mazes of his Vices, 
and (o devoted to his Pleaffires, that his 
Name was not fo much as mention'd 
in the Army, who feem’d to have for¬ 
gotten him, as entirely as he had for¬ 
gotten himfelf, and all Princely Qua¬ 
lifications ; for he rejoye’d at his Fa¬ 
ther’s Captivity, which clad all Rente 
in Mourning, and cover’d every Wife 
Man with Tears ; and diverted him- 
Trek pd. (elf with Stage-plays, Horfe-races, and 
j\.i7<5,i82.jjyg Combats of the Gladiators; in 
making himfelf Beds of Rofes to wallow 
in, in the Summer-time ; and Beds of 
Melons, to gratifie his Palate in the 
Winter; in building Caftles of Apples, 

and 
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and other Fruits, and exercifing his 
noble Courage in attacking them • in 
: finding out Methods how to Preferve 
Grapes Sound and Untainted three 
Years, and Wines always in the Mufte, 

Figs always Green, and Apples Ripe in 
; every Month in the Year; as if he had 
j been born a Slave to his Belly and his 
j Pleafures. He fpent all his time in 
Riot and Luxury; in Wine and Women; 
never would drink, but out of a Golden 
Bowl (defpifing Glafs, becaufe com- 
i mon and cheap,) and every time 
j chang'd his Wine : his Concubines fate 
at the feme Table with him j and at 
the next Table to him, his Buffoons, 

■j Parafites and Jeffers. His Cloaths were 
j foreign, and different from the Habit 
j of the Roman Princes his Predeceflors ; 

his Hair powder’d with Gold, and his 
: Head crown’d with Rays; while his 
moft intimate Privy-Counfellers were 
the Roman Ladies. And in this diflo- 
lute Courfe he lived till the Year of 
Chrift,i(»4. when Odenathus undertook 
and revenged the Quarrel, and baffled 
and put to flight the formidable Hoff, 

In which Year, it is very probable, the 
ferfiatt King, enraged at his lots of 
F 4 Honour, 
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Honour, Spoils, and Conquer’d Terri- 
tories, put Valerian to Death. Amo 268, j 
Odenathus was murther’d, and the fame 
year Gallienus was (lain. For thus the 
rreb.Poi * Hiftorian dates his Accompts of 
4 ' Time: 51 Whereas Valerian and his 
“ Son reign’d Fifteen Years, in the 
“ Sixth Valerian was taken Prifoner 
“ by the Per fians ; after which, Gal 
“ lienus reign’d Nine Years, fome fay 
Ten: For its certain, that he cele- S 
ct bra ted his Decennalia at Rome ; and 
after that, overcame the Goths, made 
a Peace with Odenathus , an Agree? 

** ment with Aureolus , and overcame 

*• Voft humus and Lollianas. - After 

which, he was flain near Milan, by 
the Hand of Cerronius ( or Cecropius) 
the General of the Dalmatian Troops. 

What the Quarrel was between Gal i 
lienus and Odenathus, and upon what j 
Reafons, no Hiftorian, that I know of, 
gives any Account: but perhaps the 
Coins hint it ; for in thole of Gallienus, 
Anno Cbrifti 266, a year and more be* 
fore Odenathus was murthered, there 
pften occurs Fax Augg, Concordia Augg, 
(with two Right Hands joined.) ’Tis 
true, Mezzobarba underftands the In* 

feriptions 
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feriptions, pf the Union between Gal- 
lienus znA the junior Valerian ; but be- 
fides that Valerian was not Emperor 
till the next year after thofe Coins were 
ftampt, Anno Chrifti 167, as Mezzo- 
harba himfelf corjfefles, we never read 
of any Difpute between them ; for the 
Vounger Valerian was a Prince of ex¬ 
cellent Temper and Modefty $ but a 
Quarrel there was between Odenathus 
and Gallienus (as Trebellius Vollio fays 
exprefly.) Much iefs can I interpret 
the Coins to have relation to Valerian 
the Father, as Monfieur Vatin does; 
for long before this year, Valerian was 
a Prifoner in Verfia , and probably mur» 
thered, 

It rnuft: be ponfeft, that there is 
great variety of Opinions concerning 
the Age of Valerian ; and that it is 
yery difficult to adjuft the precifo time 
of his Death, which happen’d at fo 
great a diftance from Rome, and in a 
Country at open War with the Em¬ 
peror, which precluded all Communi¬ 
cation. But I ihall endeavour to fix 
the Time. * Monfieur Trijlan fays * ' Tm ? 
ex prefly, That Valerian was bornM;. «• 
Aa.V.C.y 37. Anno Chrifti 185 5 and 

that 
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that he was murthered an. at. 77, 
Chrifti z6o, the very year in which he 
was made a Prifoner. But the whole 
Aflertion is precarious, and built upon 
the wrong Supposition, That he lived 
but 77 years, and was flea’d the very 
year in which he was taken. 

Signior Mezzobarba affirms, that he 
was min an. at. 77. but fixes no year 
either from the Building of Rome , or 
from our Blefled Saviour’s Birth* The 
Writers of the Imperial Hiftory of thole 
Times fay only in general, that he 
lived to a great Age in the Hate of Cap¬ 
tivity : While the Writer of the Ghro- 
nieon, commonly call’d the Alexan¬ 
drian, allows him to have lived but 
61 years; but exprefly affirms, that 
he reign’d 14 years, and that he was 
put to death by the Per fans when 
Claudius and Paternus were Confuls, 
Anno Chrifti z6p 

Moll of the Old Faftt averr, that 
Valerian and Galliems reign’d 1 $ years; 
and (b does Trebellius Pollio ; and that 
Valerian was taken by the Ferfians, 
Gallieno 7. & Sabinillo Cojf. Anno 
Chrifti z66. (as Idatius declares.) 

Among all which Writers, there 

is 
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is great Variety, but little Truth ; 
while its plain to me, that Valerian was 
alive when Odenatbus firft took Arms 
for his Releafe (and fo could not be 
put to Death the fame year in which 
he was taken.) Trelellius Pollio ex- Pag. 17$. 
prefly affirming, that Odenatbus exerted 
his utmoft Vigour; and attended to 
nothing elle but that Valerian might 
recover bis liberty. And the fame 
Author as exprefly avers, that Valerian Pag. 184. 
was dead before Odenatbus was mur¬ 
thered .* The Auger of God (as he fays) 
appearing vifibly againH the Roman 
Commonwealth , in that after Valerian 
was /lain , he would not Juffer Odenathus 
to live. 1 am therefore of the Opinion 
of the learned Monfieur Pat in, that as Pag. 40$. 
foon as Sapores had experimented, to 
his coft, the Bravery and Conduct of 
the King of Palmyra , and underflood 
that his Defign was to reftore the Cap¬ 
tive Valerian to his Liberty, from an 
ignominious Slavery ; then his Rage 
tranfported him to that barbarous and 
inhumane Aft of Cruelty, A. C. 164; 
and if we may credit the Coin in Golt- 
xius ,he was Deify’d after his Death. But Thefam. 
enough of this Digreflion; Ictus return p ' 7 °' 
to Zenobia. CHAP. 
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CHAP. XVII. 

QEptimia Zenohia (for fo foe was 
O call’d, and for the knowledge of 
her firft Name we are wholly obliged 
to the Coins) being thus left by her 
Husband the Emprels of the EaH, (for 
J l follow’d him in all his Wars, fo 
foe accompany’d him in his Expedition 
againft the Goths , when he wasaftafii* 
nated at Heraclea,') and acknowledg’d to 
be fo by the Army (after they had 
ditpatch’t her Ephemerous Competitor 
McsoHius y a Man of the loofeft Man- 
ners, profufe Luxury, and an ungo¬ 
vernable Temper) managed that vaft 
Empire with a Bravery and Condudl 
truly Heroick, and above her Sex; 
and by the Afliftance of the wile Mi- 
nifters and Generals Odenathus left 
her, kept up the Reputation of her 
Government, and advanc’d it. She 
was Prudent and Fair, Learned and 
Stout ,• as rigorous as a Tyrant, to 
thofo who were perverle and obftinate; 
but humane and kind to all who were 
ready to live under Laws and Difci- 

pline. 
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pline. She furpaft even her Husband, 
who was one of the moft Illuftrious 
Perfonages in the World, in Courage, 
Magnanimity, and every generous 
Quality. In a word, foe was an 
addroit Accomplilh’t Lady, who had 
ali the tranfcendent Qualities that 
would create her the Efteem of the 
World, and render her worthy the 
Nobleft Throne upon Earth, being of 
High Birth, Extraordinary Accomplilh- 
ments,and the Greateft Performances. 

Her Original was Noble, and the Treb. Pol. 
bell Blood of the Egyptian Kings flow’d ^ 6 > r ’ 3 > 
in her Veins j for foe deriv’d her lelf 200 ’ 
from the Family of the Ptolemy's, and 
from Cleopatra; and had a great Re¬ 
gard for thelaft Queen of Egypt, whom 
with Dido and Semiramis Ihe celebra¬ 
ted, as the Heroins of their leveral 
Ages ; Zenohia particularly propofing 
to her lelf the Imitation of all Cleopatra's 
Illuftrious Qualifications, while foe 
avoided thole Vices that eclip’ft her 
Glory. Her Mother’s Name we are 
ignorant of, but her Father was Achil- 
leus ( Zozimus calls him Antiochus ) 
whom the Taimyrenians chofo to be p'opifc. 
Eheir Prince, when they took Armsf- 2I ?- 

againft 
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againfl: Aurelian. To him, tZofmus 
fays* that Aurelian gave his Life and 
Liberty, after he had made him his 
Prifoner. Nor is it the mod unpardo¬ 
nable Conjectures, to imagine that he 
was the Father of Luciut Epidius AchiU 
leiu , who twenty years afterthe Sack 
of Palmyra^ being made Governor 
of Egypt , took upon him the Im¬ 
perial Purple, and maintained his Pre¬ 
tentions for fix years at the lead, as the 
Coins exprefly inform us ; and at laft, 
after he had beenbefieged eight Months 
in Alexandria , was overcome by Dit* 
clefian and Galerius, and put to death. 
M.p.192. Her Beauty was as Illuftrious as her 
Birth, but Manly and Auguft, not Soft 
and Effeminate ; Cofnelm Capitolinus 
affirming, that Ihe was the Handfomefl 
of all the Eaftern Ladies, (though Syria 
Were famous for Beauties, more than 
one of the Roman Emprefles owing 
their Birth to that Country :) Her 
fa g . 199. Face was of a Brownifh colour, (and ’cis 
no wonder that Ihe appear’d (b at Rome, 
who in Palmyrene had been inur’d to 
• march in the Head of her Army, on 
loot, feveral miles at a time, where the 
Rays of the Sun were fo iervent anc! fo 
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troublefom.) Her Eyes Black and 
Sparkling, her Mien Divine, her Charms 
Irrefiftable j her Teeth of fiich an ex¬ 
traordinary Whitenefs, that fome Men 
thought them Pearls: Her Voice Clear 
and Mafculine: And all her Shapes Re¬ 
gular and Lovely. 

And with her Beauty, Ihe had Youth 
and Vigour; for after her Captivity, 

Ihe was marry’d at Rome, and there had 
Children by a Man of the Senatorian 
Dignity. 

But all the Symmetry of her Face, 
and the Beauties of her Mien, were not 
fit to ftand in competition with the 
more ravilhing Accomplilhments of her 
Mind. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XVHL 

piut. m. IT Er Anceltor Cleopatra, wai a Lady 
Anton, p. |“J of great Wit, and many Lan* 
pajjledit. S ua S es > that (he feldom made life 
stepb. of an Interpreter* but her felf anfwered 
all Foreigners that petition’d her in their 
own Languages, ^ Ethiopians, Troglo » 
dytes, Jews , Arabs, Syrians , Medes 
and Parthians ; whereas her Predecef- 
fors hardly underltood the Speech of 
their own Country, the Greek and the 
Coptick; and all this variety was re» 
commended by a charming Delivery ; 
her Words flowing with a delicate 
Swtetnefs, intermixt with a becoming 
Raillery : The leveral Languages which 
lhe fpake, were like the leveral Notes 
of a well-tun’d Lute ; every thing that 
Ihe (aid, was harmonious, and gave a 
new plealiire to all who heard her. 
* poi. And in this Qualification * Zenobh 
> drove to imitate that Great Lady* Ihe 
had fotne knowledge of the Latin 
Tongue, but out of Modefty ufed it 
not : but Ihe fpake Greek, and the 
Language of Egypt, in perfe&ion : And 

fc 
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To well skill’d was ihe in the Alexan• 

; frian and Oriental Hiflories, that Ihe 
| is laid to have written an Epitome of 
! them j and (he was alfo acquainted 
| with as much of the Roman Affairs, as 
s were treated of in Greek. And though 
(he underftood other Tongues more 
■i accurately than the Latin, and thought 
it not worth her while to be a Critick 
jin it; yet (he commanded her Sons to 
jinure themlelves to the Language of 
.Rome, rather than that of Greece ,{which 
Ithey fpake but (eldom, and with lome 
fdifficulty,) defigning them probably, in 
| her ambitious Thoughts, for the Go¬ 
vernment of that proud City, as (he 
had already declared them Emperors ; 

4 to which end (he had provided her felf 
j of a pompous Chariot, in which (he 
j intended to have made her trium- 
vphant Entry into the Capital of the 
4 World, as a Conqueror ; while it hap¬ 
pen'd that (he was carry’d in the fame vepifi 
Chariot a Captive into that haughty 

And as (he was very Learned her 
.4 felf, lo (he became a declared Patronels 
of Arts, and a Favourer of Scholars. 

I Longinus (the belt Critick of the Age 
J G he 
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he liv’d in, and perhaps of any Age, 

and a Philofopher ofunqueftionableRe- 
putation) fix’d his Refidence at the 
Court of this Heroick Emprels, was 
admitted to a fhare in our Councils, 
taught her Greek , and was probably 
made the Governor of her Sons: And, 
could Longinus have perluaded Porphyry , 
whom by Letter he earneftly invited 
to Palmyra (with the Queen’s Allow¬ 
ance, 1 doubt not) that admirable Pla¬ 
tonic had tafted of her Bounty, as did 
Taulus of Samofata , and other Votaries 
of Learning in that Age. 

* w.f.T eg. Her Magnificence went an equipage 
mah cor-' h er Learning and her Charms. 
retiZm. From the Coins it appears, that (he 
took the Name of Augufla y managing 
the Empire not only in her Sons Name 
(as the Hiftorian fays) but in her own: 
And while Gal/ienus was fauntring in 
Rome among Fidlers and Players, (he 
kept the State of a Verfian Monarch; 
and to perpetuate her Memory, Ihe 
built a City on the Banks of the River 
Euphrates, toward the Weft, five Miles 
from the Caftle of Mamlri , nearer to 
the Roman Territories, but three Days 
Journey from Circejtum. which fte 

call’d 
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Call’d by her own 'Name,Zenol>za;W hich, ?P- * 

when in after Ages it fell into decay, s y*P7.- 
was repair’d, fortify’d arid beautify ’ftfodeftL- 
by Jtiftinian ; arid the Place where the J 9.'^ 
Emperor Aareltan gave her a Houfe at 4?. 
Tivoli, thought it lelf happy to change 
its old Name for that of this magnifi¬ 
cent Princefs. 

Her Court was pompous, her Gran¬ 
deur eminent, ihe was ador’d like the 
Eafiern Kings, and her Treats were as 
fplendid as any of thofe made by the 
Roman Emperors. She ulually wore 
the Royal Robe, and a Diadem ; but 
when (he made a Speech to her Army, 
file put on a Helmet, and appear’d like 
a fecond Pdtlas. Her Cimar was of 


| Purple trimm’d round the Edges with 
1 rich Gems, arid clasp’d in the middle 
j with a large fparkling Diamond, inftead 
I of a Button j her Arm being ofieri 
bare. 

At her Feafts fhe was ferv’d in Gold 


Plate, enchaft with Precious-ftones, 
| after the manner of Cleopatra j and 
A chofe to be attended rather by elderly 
Eunuchs* thart Women. And the pare 
j file bore in the Triumph of Awelian 
| (than which Rome never faw any thing 
i G x mere 
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more Pompous) though it demon- 
ftrated her great Misfortune, yet was 
fuired to her magnificent Temper ; for 
ihe was loaded with Gems of the 
grcateft Magnitude and Value, pro- 
bably the Spoils of her own Cabinet- 
which, though (he were a Lady of a 
Vigorous Conflitution, much incom¬ 
moded her, during the Cavalcade, 
Her Feet and Hands were chain’d with 
Golden Fetters ; and her Necklace 
was a maflie Gold Chain, the end of 
which "Was held up by a Perfm 
Buffoon. 

She was Chafle to a Miracle, (and in 
this' fhe differ’d from her Anceftor the 
Queen of£g^r,w hofeLewdnefs blemifiit 
her other Accomplifhments,) inafmuch 
as (he never enjoy ’d her Husband’s Com¬ 
pany, but for the fake of Children; 
and as; (oon as (he found (he had Con¬ 
ceiv'd, (lie rctii’d, according to the 
“ rs ’t<£, Cvtfionv of the fewti of whum * Gkmm 
l.^.c.12. of Alexandria gives the fame Cha- 
rafter.-. : ; •; ... 

And in the midft of all hot Plenty, 
her Temperance was admirable, being 
al ways Tuber ;r though fomerimes (he 
ulid to drink with her Captains, to 


85 


The Htfiory 0/Palmyra. 

I ingratiate her (elf to them; and at other 
| times, with the Armenians and Perfians y 
f the better to dive into their Secrets. 

Upon all Occafions fhe was very Li- 
f beral, and yet managed her Largeffes 
with great Prudence; and took more 
] care of her Revenues, than mod Mc- 
| narchs ufually do: And this appear’d 
| by the vaft Summs found in her Cof¬ 
fers, when (he fell into the Hands of 
Aurelian . 


CHAP. XIX. 

Z Enohias Religion was at firft phot.cod. 

1 Pagan ; but (he forfook the Hea- o’?*, pag . 
then Polytheifm, and became a Jewels, S °*' Gr ’ 

; by whofe Perfuafions, I know not, (ft* 
i PMaftriut was certainly in a Dream, 

| when he aver'd, That Paulus of Santo- 
fit*, Bifhop of Antioch , being a Ju- 
i daizing Chriftian, and a Teacher of the 
Necefiity of Circumcifion, and other 
?Mo(aicai Rites, perfuaded her to turn 
| • Nor can I acquit Monfieur Triflan 

G 3 of 
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Tom. 3. of Inadvertency, when he quotes Pbo , 
That Qdenathits alfo quitted the 
Idolatry in which he had been bred, 
and turn’d Jew probably upon the Per- 
fuafions of his Wife; and that there is 
reafon to believe, that both of them 
were converted by Pattlus of Samfata 
to Chriftianity j for all that he fays, is 
without Authority, and grmindlefe.) 
But notwithftanding her Religion, (he 
behav’d her (elf with great Tentper and 
Meeknefs towards the Chriftians her 
Subjects, neither endeavouring to com¬ 
pel) their Conferences, nor tofeize their 
Churches. She was a Hater of Perfe- 
cutipn, though (he were a New Con¬ 
vert, (and (uch Per fans are generally 
very warm, and adted by an extraor¬ 
dinary Zeal,) and though (he was of 
a Religion whofe Profejytes have al¬ 
ways been Haters of all who differ (rom 
* fyift. ad thptn in Principles; for * St.Athattafm 
sohtar. fays, That (he was (o juft to the Chri¬ 
ftians. as not to convert their Churches 
into Synagogues. 

Kiceph.1.6. It is the common Opinion, that (he 
c --7r was in a fairway to have embrac’d 
Chriftianity, if (he had fain into good 
Hands j that Pattlus of Samfata, the 

Patriarch 
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Patriarch of Antioch, undertook the 
Province, and took great pains therein, 
(Zettolia being an excellent Difputant, 
and admirably skill’d in Controvert,) 
but having unhappily fallen into the 
Herelie of Artemon, he infus’d into her 


Mind very mean Notions of our Blefled 
Saviour, That he was a meer Man, 
and not of the fame Nature with God 
the Father j and that this oeeafion d 
his Depofition, and probably the lofs 
of his defign’d Difciple. But it is al- 
moft indifputably certain, that all this 
(air Story is built on a Miftake of the 
words of Theodor it, who only (ays, 
That Paulus fell into the Herefie of Ar- 
temon ; and affirm’d. That our Saviour 
was only a meer Man ; by this means 


defigning to ingratiate himfelf with, 
and to flatter Zenolia, who was a V id .Vaief. 
Jewefs, and fo would not allow Jefus in Eufeb. 
tobeGod. 


It is plain from the Ecclcfiaftick Hi- 
dorian, that (he had a great regard for 
Paul, that (he made him her Ducenarius , 
or Procurator at Antioch ; and that he 
affefted rather to be called by that 
Title* than that of Bilhop, being a 
haughty Man, and a Lover of Secular 
G 4 Gran- 
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Graadeur ; but for his Herefie, and his 
vain and difallowable Morals, he was 
Eufeb. i. 7 . condemn’d by a Synod at Antioch 
C‘28, 29. j mo chrifl't i66 y and the izth. Year 
of Gallienus, in which year Dionyfius Bi. 
ihop of Alexandria died : But the proud 
Patriarch, fupported by his powerful 
Patronefs, defpifed the Determination 
of the Synod. Whereupon, the Ca- 
tholick Prelates, afcer Aurelian, thede- 
clar’d Enemy of Zenobia, had aflum’d 
the Purple, call’d a Second Synod* de- 
pos’d the Heretick, and fill’d the See 
with Domnus, Son of his Predecefior 
Demetrianus: But though Condemn’d 
by two Synods, the Heretick main¬ 
tain’d his pretended Title to his Jurif. 
didion, and kept the Pofleflion of his 
Epifcopal Palace and Revenues, though 
his Throne w ere pofiefs’d by a more 
Orthodox Prelate. Whereupon, the 
Synod appeal’d to Aurelian, who or- 
der’d Paul to be Ejedfed by the Secular 
Power. So well affedted was that Em¬ 
peror towards the Chriftian Church at 
that time, tho’ afterwards he chang’d 
his Behaviour. And it is not the moll: 
groundlefs of Conjedtures, that Aure¬ 
lian was fo ready to ferve the Orthodox 

egainfl 
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againft the Heretick ; becaufe Paul 
was a Favorite and Dependant of Ze- 
nobia his Enemy, while the Catholicks 
were his Friends, and good Subje&s. 



G H A P. XX. 

* 

A N D now, having accounted for 
her Religion, I {hall adventure 
to delcribe her Courfe of Life, and 
Pra&iies, She ufed her felf to all forts 
of becoming Manly Exercile ,* and 
ihew’d, upon all Occafions, a Hardinels 
above that of her foft Sex. She often 
rode on Horfe-back, commonly in a 
Chariot, feldom was carry’d in a Chair, 
and very frequently march’d three or Treb. Pol. 
four miles on foot in the Head of her 1?2 ' 
Army, having inur’d her felf to bear 
the Fatigues of War, the Scorchines of 
the Sun, and the parch’c Sands of the 
Defarts; For her Education was like 
that of her Husband’s ; and in the 
opinion of fome very good Judges, the 

Wife 
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Wife was the braver of the two; the 
moft Couragious, as well as the Faireft 
of her Sex. She often arm’d her Head ! 
with a Caique, and as often aflifted at 
her Councils of War; and fuch an 
efteem (he had of true Magnanmity, 
#iat (he told Aurclian, That (he ac¬ 
counted Gallienus and Aureolas Milk- 
fops, but (he efteem’d him qualify’d to 
make an Emperor of the World j be- 
, caufe he was a Stout and Adventurous 
General. She accompany’d Odcnathn 
in all his Expeditions, and was with 
him when he fo (uccesfully attempted 
the Perjiins. ' 

The Perfians t it muft be confeft, uled 
*o carry their Wives with them into the 
Field, but rather for Show and Mag- 
nificence, that they might enjoy the 
pleafure of feeing a fierce Battle fought, 
and be exempt from all the Hazards of 
it j but Zenolia went into the Field as 
a great General, and had her (hare in 
the Dangers of the Engagement. 

And this part of her Auguft Cha- 
lb . t . X9 b. rafter her Enemy Aurelian gave her: 
For when it was objected to him. That 
he made a mighty buftle about a Trifle, 
when he triumph’t over an unfortunate 

Woman: 
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Woman : -—* He told the Senate, 

« That they knew not the Accomplish- 
f ( ments of that Great Lady ; That Ihe 
>l was Prudent and Politick in her 

- Councils, and Conftant to her Relo- 
<* lutions} That (he had an entire and 

- undifputed Power over her Army j 
“ was very Liberal, when Necefiity 

- requir’d ; and very Sharp, when Se- 
“ verity was requifite j That it was by 
“ her Conduft, that Qdenatbus over¬ 
-came the Perfians t put Sapores to 

i “ flight, and march’t to the Walls of 
“ Ctefiphon ; That (he made all the Eafi, 

- and all Egypt tremble, when neither 

- the Arabs, nor the Saracens , nor the 
“ Armenians could affright them ; and 

- and that he gave her her Life, upon 
«• the profpeft that fuch an extraordi* 

i -nary Heroine, who could preferve 
| - and manage the vaft Empire of the 

; | “ EaH for her felf and Children, would 

- be of great Advantage to the Com- 
“ monwealtb, and teach the Romans 

- the Rules of Conduft and Govern- 
-ment. 

To make good this Charafter, and 
to let the World fee how well the Deli¬ 
cate Sex might be accomplilht for Rule 
1 and 

; 

' v c.-.-4 

I 
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and Dominion, (he told the Emperor, 
That if {he had fucceeded in her At* 
tempt, Ihe defign’d to have conftituted 
Fittoria, the Wife of FiElortnus, ano¬ 
ther brave Lady of that Age (who had 
made more than one Emperor, and 
took to heir felf the Title of Augufta, 
and is ftiled in the Coins and Hifto. 
rians, Mater Caflrorum) her Companion 
in the Royal Dignity, and between 
them they would have divided the Em¬ 
pire of the World. , 

The only Fault which I find her 
charg’d with (except her Fear, when 
ihe fell into the Hands of Aurelian, 
which prompted her to difcover all 
her Friends and Afliftants to that cruel 
Prince, who prelently murther’d them, 
for in this Ihe fell beneath the Great 
Cleopatra ,) was her diflike of her Son- 
in-Law Her odes, whom Odemthus had 
begotten on a former Wife, and that 
Ihe confented to his murther, that the 
Empire might devolve on her own 
Sons, Herenniams . and Timolaas. But 
this is reported by only one Hiftorian ; 
and I cannot believe, .that to rid her 
hands of a Son-in-Law^ ihe would con- 
lent to the,Parricide of her Husband, 

whom 
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whom Ihe lov’d fo dearly, and who fo 
well deferv’d it ; for they both fell at 
the fame time, and by the fame Hand. 
But Diamonds have their Flaws j and 
the richeft Metals, fome Alloy. 

I have thus endeavoured to fet this 
Heroine in a true Light ; for it would 
not have been juft, to treat a Princels 
of fuch rare Endowments both of Mind 
and Body (who was the Ornament of 
her Sex, and the Wonder of the Age 
file liv’d in, reverenc’d over all the 
Eafi, and admir’d even at Rome by her 
bittereft Adverfaries) with a meager 
and jejune Character, though the beft 
Defcriptions, even of the ancient Wri¬ 
ters, fall below her Merit. And now 
1 {hall proceed to a more particular Ac¬ 
count of her Achievements. 


CHAP* 
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CHAP* XXI. 

Treh.Pol. f*\Detiathus and Hcrodtan being 
f.180,197.^ J {lain, Zenolia, , during the Mi* 
nonty of her two Sons (who were left 
very young) Herenntanus and Tmdlaus y 
whom Ihe declar’d Principes Juventatis 
Augufti , took upon her the Em* 
*jp<rg.43o. pire, ( Monfieur fays, * That 

Gallienus gave her the Title of Empreft, 
but without Proof 1 but whether it was 
given her, or Ihe afium’d it, Theodora 
and Nicephoros CaUiJli are much mi* 
ftaken, who call her only the Toparch 
of the Country, and affirm, that Ihe 
ow’d her Dominion and Territory to 
the Perfiansy who having overcome the 
Romans y gave her the Government of 
Syria and Phoenice,) and Ihe manag’d it 
not like a Woman, nor only better than 
Gallienus , but with more Courage and 
better Conduft than many famous Em¬ 
perors, and gave Gallienus a Specimen 
of her Abilities, in a few Months after 
ffie had undertook to weild her Scepter. 
For when the News of Odenathus’s Mur- 
ther was brought to Rome, the Emperor, 
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who had Come Courage (for he was an 
odd mixture of Softnels and Hardinels) 
made Preparations of War, though 
very late, againft the Perfians , to re¬ 
venge his Fathers ignominious and bar¬ 
barous Death ; and to this end, fent 
an Army under Heraclianus the Pre- 
fettus Pretoria, a famous General, and 
a true Lover of his Country, into the 
EaH. But Zenohia, jealous of his De¬ 
sign, and relblv’d neither to dethrone 
her Sons, nor to deveft her felf of the 
Imperial Purple, and acknowledge the 
Roman Authority, met him upon the 
Borders of Verfia, fought him, and 
routed and deftroyed his whole Army. 

This General Heraclian, * Cufpinian calls *CsJP 
Herodian, by a great Mirtake, affirm* * ,74 ‘ 
ing, that he was the Governor of Gallia 
( Dux Gal/ice; ) and that he was op¬ 
pos’d by Zenoliay becaufe he made the 
Expedition into Per fa without her 
Order. 

Heraclianus, upon his return from u 
this unfortunate Expedition, where his 37- 
Honour had been facrificed, and his 
Life with great difficulty faved, ha¬ 
ving a flirted in the driving the Scy¬ 
thians or Goths out of Greece , entred 

into 




96 The Hijlory of Palmyra. 

into a Confpiracy with Claudius , the 
next Man in Dignity and Employment 
to the Emperor ; and having engag’d 
Cecrophu , the General of the Dalmatian 
Forces, in the Defign, they by his 
Hand flew Gallienus, (this Cecropius , 
Tom. 3. *^e General of the Dalmatians, Monfieur 

h *77- Triflan believes to be the fame Cecrops 
the Moor ' whom * Zoflmus affirms to 
have afTum’d the Empire, when GaU 
lienus return’d from Germany to Rome, 
to drive the Scythians out of Italy ; 
and that he was call’d the Moor , be¬ 
etle made Governor of Mauritania 
by Claudius : Whereas Zoflmus affirms, 
that the other Dilfurbers of that Reiga 
of Gallienus, Cecrops, Antoninus , and the 
like, were brought to condign Punilh- 
ment by him,'only Aurelius furvived: 
And if lb, Cecropius in Zoflmus could 
not be the fame who murther’d GaU 
Uenusfl) and by a general Confent Clau¬ 
dius was declar’d Emperor, who (as 
Treb.Pol. Aurelian in his Letters declares) differ’d 
h * 99 ' Zenolia to Reign quietly, while he was 
buficd in the Got hick War. And in this 
he abted very politickly, that that 
Warlike Lady prefervirg the Bounda¬ 
ries of the Eaftern Empire free from 

Difturbance, 
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Difturbance, he might the more fe- 
curely accomplilh his other Defigns $ 
and in this Refolution he perfifted, Polh2G ^ 
though the Senate, when he was elected, 
cried out five times, 0 Emperor Clau¬ 
dius, deliver us from the Palmy renians: 

And again feven times, 0 Emperor 
Claudius* refeue us from Zenobia and 
Vi&orina. For he was forc’d to ac¬ 
knowledge in his Letters, That as Te- 
tricus had made himfelf Mailer of all 
France and Spain ; fb the Queen of 
Palmyra, to their fhame be it fpoken, 
was ported of all their Archers. 

While the Forces of the Empire were Zofim. f.t . 
employ’d by Claudius , in the Firfl Year P- 3?> 4°- 
of his Reign ( Anno Chrifli 170, An-fy / 0 ’" 1 
tiochianus and Orphitus being Confuls) 
to compel the Scythians to repafs the 
Danube, and to return to their own 
Country, ( for they had ravag’d Afia 
and Achaia, Acarnania , Bosotia, Thef- 
Jlily, and the adjacent Countries,) Ze- 
ndia fent her Troops into Egypt, to 
.reduce that fertile Country under her 
Jurifdi&ion 3 the Inhabitants of that 
rich Province having, upon the News 
of the Death of Gallienus , unanimoufly 
acknowledg’d and taken the Oath of 

H Alle- 
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Allegiance to Claudius, though he were 
abfenr. This Zembia refenced, as an 
Injury offer’d ro her own Title, and 
theSucceftion of her Sons, it being ufual 
for the Junior Aaguflus, upon the Death 
of the Elder, to claim the Pofleflion of 
the whole Empire : Or elfe (he took 
this occafion to aflert her Pretenfions to 
that Kingdom ; for (he derived her Pe- 
degree from the Family of the Ptolemy’s, 
and particularly from Cleopatra the Jafi 
Queen of that Country, whom the i?c- 
mans had by force difpofleft. 

To make this Gonqueft, (he fent her 
General Zabclas into Egypt ( where a 
Party of the Natives, under Timagem 
( Pcl/.io calls him Timgenes) had already 
declar’d for her Intereft, and fupported 
her Claim) who with a powerful Army 
of Seventy thousand Men, made up of 
Palmy remans, Syrians and Barbarians, 
fought Fifty thoufand Egyptians , and 
after a very lharp Engagement (in 
which the Militia of Palmyra continued 
the Fight With unwearied Obftinacy 
and Pertinacioufnete) got the Vidtory: 
After which, having left Five thoufand 
of his Soldiers behind him to keep the 
Country in awe, he return’d to Palmyra. 

While 


The Hijlory of Palmyra. 

While this Invafion was made, Probus > 
whom the Emperor Claudius had de¬ 
clar'd the Proefedt of Egypt , was, accor¬ 
ding to Command, fcouring the neigh¬ 
bouring Seas of the Pyrates, who, in 
thofe times of Diforder, much infefted 
the bottom of the Sfreights: But as 
foon as he heard the fatal News, that 
during his Abfence, Egypt had been 
fiibdued ; he return’d with all fpeed, 
forming an Army of what Forces he 
had witli him, and fuch other of the 
Natives as were content to Lift them* 
felves for the Service, and to throw off 
the Yoke of the Palmy remans, which 
they hated ; and making an Attempt 
upon the Guards whom Zabdas had left 
to preferve his New Conqueft in Obe¬ 
dience, he drove them out of the 
Country. 

Upon the Report of this Revolution, 
Zabdas return’d ; but Probus having in 
the mean time llrengthned his Troops 
with Recruits from Lybia , and the re¬ 
moter Parts of Egypt , attack’t the E- 
nemy, got the Victory, and drove the 
Men of Palmyra a fecond time out of 
that Country, 
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In purfuit of this Vi&ory, Probus 
pofleft himfelf of a Hill near Babylon 
(the Egyptian City of that Name,) that 
lie might preclude Zabdas from retiring 
into Syria. But Timagenes, who ex¬ 
actly knew all the Country, with 
Two thouland Palmyremans got to the 
top of the Hill, unknown to the Egyp¬ 
tians, and falling upon them unex- 
pe&edly, cut them all off. Which 
when their General faw, he, not willing 
to outlive his Honour, fell on his own 
Sword. 


CHAP. XXII. 

E ^Gyt being thus reduc’d under the 
j Power of Zenobia, the remainder 
oi the Barbarians, who outliv’d the 
Battle fought between Claudius and the 
Goths, at Naijfus, fecured themfelves 
within a Tabor of their Waggons, and 
io made their Retreat: A violent Pefti- 
Jence at the fame time raging in both 
Camps; in which Contagion, Claudius, 

one 
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one of the moft Accomplilht of the 
Roman Princes, breath’d his laft. Tq 
him Quinti/lus his Brother fucceeded * 
buc hearing that Aurelian was chofen 
Emperor, he order’d his Phyficians to 
cut his Veins, and lo expir’d. 

Aurelian having baffled the Scy¬ 
thians, and fubdued all the Pretenders 
to the Government, having built the 
Walls of Rome, and fettled the Civil 
State of that City (which took up the 
two firft Years of his Reign) undertook 
an Expedition into the EaH, to reduce 
Palmyra , which at that time liacj 
brought under its Jurifdi&ion all Egypt, 
and all the Ea!i, home to Ancyra the 
Metropolis of Galatia ; and would have 
extended its Conquefls over B ithynia 
to the Gates of Chalcedon , if the Inha¬ 
bitants, having been made acquainted 
with the Refolutions of Aurelian, had 
not emancipated themfelves from that 
Yoke. 

Aurelian did not march dire&ly into 
the EaH, but fecured the Provinces 
through which he went, being forc’d 
to fight many Battels by the way, be¬ 
fore he reach’d Syria. For in Idyricum 
and Thrace he overthrew the remainders 
H 35 o f 
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of the Goths, and (lew Five thoufand 
of them, with their Commander Can. 
nahas. After which, fie march’d 
through V>yzantium into Bithynia, which 
had declar’d for his Irtterefts ,- took 
Tyana, which was betray’d to hith by 
Heraclammon, but fpar’d the City, for 
the fake of the Philofbpher Apollohm. 
who was born there, While he order’d 
the Tray tor to be executed; all "the 
other Cities between Tyatia and Antioch 
rendring themfelves. 

Near Antioch , Zenohia had fix’d her 
Ration, in the Head of a numerous 
Army advantagioufly polled. But An- 
relian was a Prince of Undaunted Cou¬ 
rage, a Bold Spirit, add Dextrous Ad- 
drefis ; and prepar’d hirhfelf, as became 
a Prudent General, for a Battel: And 
obferving, that the Strength of Zeriobids 
Forces confided in her Horfomen, 
(who were arm’d Cap-a-pee, and better 
underftcod Horfernanfhip than the 
Roman Troops) he polled his Foot be¬ 
yond the River OrOntes, ifi a lepariite 
Body, and commanded his Horde not 
to engage the Palmy remans While their 
Body was frefii arid lufly ; but When 
they charg’d, to retire, add diflemble a 

Flight, 
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Flight, till the extreme Heat of the 
Weather, and the Weight of their heavy 
Arms had tyred them, and fore d them 
to defift from the Purfuit. The due 
Obfervation of this Order got the 
Vi&ory : For when the Romans , by 
this manner o,f Fighting, had fatigued 
the Palmyrenian Troops, and tyred their 
Horfes, then they charg’d them with 
the. utrnoft Vigour, and as they fell 
from their Horfes, or the.tr Horfes funk 
under them, trod them under their feet. 

The Slaughter was various ; (ome were 
(lain with.the Sword, others ftifled with 
the fall of their own Horfes upon them, 
a third fort trampled to death by the 
Roman Troops, while the fcatter’d re¬ 
mainders of that great Army fled to 
Antioch. 

This Battel was fought (fays * Eu - * ebon, 
felius ) in the fecond Year of the 
^5oth. Olympiad, Anno Chrifti 173, 
at ( a ) Imma, not far from Antioch , 

(a) apud Timas, /tier. (lege apud Imas, an eafie Mifiake 
of the Copyift for apiit Imas.) apud I my, in Sextus Rufus, ami 
Eutropius. In Ptolemy, 'iw*. In Georgius Syactllus, Vm*- I - 1 
Sr. Hitr.Vit. Malcbi, Imma.— Ic wasaTownof Seleucis, between 
Gindarus and Gephyre, fays Ptolemy. And Hitr. fays, that the 
Defart of chtlcis is fituatc between Imma and Etnefa to the 
South. 

H 4 and 
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and in the Engagement Pompeiams the 
Frank (whofe Family thereupon fettled 
at Antioch , and was in being in St. Je- 
rom’s time, his dear Friend Euagrius 
being of that Houfe and Lineage) did 
the Emperor extraordinary Service, 
and behav’d himfelf with great Bravery. 
And it was this Battel, or rather the 
* Shadow of a Battel, lays * Orofm, 
for Zemlia was rather frighted than 
beaten into Submiffion) that put that 
Great Princels into the Hands of the 
Romans , and decided the Controvert 
(lay Eutropius , and Aurelius Fitter .) 
But they are both miftaken; for Zt • 
nohia loft her Empire in a much lharper 
Engagement at Emefa, where her Forces 
Vvere entirely routed : Of which more 
in. the next Chapter. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXIII. 

Z Aldas the General of Zenolia's Ar- zofm 
my, a Commander of great Expe> 4S ‘ 
rience,and(till then) as greatSuccefs,fear¬ 
ing left the People of Antioch, upon the 
report of the lofs of the Battel, Ihould 
have fallen upon and infulted the re¬ 
mains of his Conquer'd Troops, having 
found a Man who fomewhat refembled 
Aurelian, clad him in fuch Habit as that 
Prince ufed to wear when he fought, 
leading him through the Streets of that 
large City in Triumph, as if he had 
gotten the Vi&ory, and made the Em¬ 
peror his Prifbner. 

By this Stratagem Zabdas impofed 
upon the Citizens of Antioch, and 
amuzed them the remaining part of 
that Day, till the Night coming on, 
he retir’d with Zenolia to Emefa : 
And thus he deluded the Antiochians , 
who otherwife would have much in¬ 
commoded his Retreat, and efcap’d 
being furpriz’d and ruin’d by Aurelian ; 
for the Emperor had recall’d his Foot 
from the other fide of the Orontes , with 

an 
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an Intention, the next day, to have 
failen upon the reliques of the Palmy, 
renian Army on every fide : But his 
Defign was fruflrated by the flight of 
Zembia ; whereupon he alter’d his 
Intentions, and enter’d Antioch , being 
receiv’d by the Citizens with all the 
Marks of Zeal for his Service ; and was 
fo well pleas’d with the Teftimonies of 
their Repentance and Submilfion, that 
he publilh’d an Indemnity to the Inha¬ 
bitants, and recall’d thole who had fled 
out of fear of being punilh’d for ad¬ 
hering to the Interefts of the Queen of 
Palmyra. 

At this time Aurelian was inform’d, 
that a Party of the Palmyrenianshad 
polled themlelves advantageoully on a 
Hill that overlook’d Daphne, the famous 
Suburb of Antioch , in confidence that 
the Steepnefs of the Place would fecure 
them from all the Attacks of the Ro¬ 
mans. But the Emperor commanded 
his. Infantry to draw themfelves into 
their dole Order, and to cover them¬ 
lelves with their Shields, fo to,bear off 
the Darts and Stones that their Ad- 
verfaries might hurl down upon them : 
And by this method they got an eafie 

Vi&ory, 
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Vi&ory, and put all their Enemies 
to flight; Whom the Romans purfued 
fo clofely, that fome were forc’d to 
thVow th'etnfelves off from the Preci¬ 
pices, and lo were torn in pieces, while 
the remainder petilh’t by the Swords 
of the Vigors. 

After this, the Cities of Apamea , La¬ 
ri fla and Arethufa open’d their Gates, 
and fubmitted to the Conqueror, re¬ 
ceiving him with all the Marks of Ho¬ 
nour and ftefpeft. But Aurelian un- 
derltandirig that the Army of Zenolia, 
and her Allies, being no lefs than Se¬ 
venty thoufand Meii, were encamp’t 
in the Plain before Erne fa, immediately 
mov’d towards them, and encamp’t 
With his Dalmatian, Myjian and Pan - 
noniitft ’Horfe, with the Legions of No- 
ricurn arid Rhcctia, and with his Prato- 
rian Binds, Who were all fe!e<ft Troops, 
and tryed Men, in view of the Enemy. 
Befides thefe Regime fits, Aurelian had 
in his Army Teveral Troops of Moorijh 
Horfe,of the Militiaof Afia, from Lyana, 
and frbm Mefopotatnia, Syria, Phenicia , 
and Palestine, all choice Men. 

When the Armies engag’d, the Ro¬ 
man Horfe took care not to be enclos’d 

by 
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by the Palmyrenians , who were fijp e . 
riour to them in number, and gall’d 
them very feterely, breaking and dif. 
ordering their Ranks. Rut as they 
were about to turn their backs, the 
Roman Foot charg’d the Enemy’s Troops 
fb briskly, that they foon put them to 
flight. Upon this followed a bloody 
/laughter, the Jews falling on with their 
Clubs and Maces, which made a thun¬ 
dering and unufual Noife upon the Ar¬ 
mour of Brals and Iron in which the 
Palmyrenians charg’d : The whole 
Country was cover’d with the Car- 
cafles of Men and Horfes, while the 
few that efcap’d, fled to the City. 

Zenolia being extremely grieved, as 
/he oughr, at her Defeat, deliberated 
what Ihe (hould do • and it was unani- 
moufly in Council agreed, That Ihe 
fhould defert Emefa (the Inhabitants of 
the City being her Enemies, and wilh- 
mg well to the Romans) and betake her 
fell to Palmyra , where being more le- 
cure, Ihe might con/ult at lei/iire how 
to repair her loft Fortunes. This Ad- 
vi ce /he immediately comply’d with, 
Sfnd fled to Palmyra, 
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The News of her flight being brought 
toAurelian,he entred Emefa in Triumph, 
cover’d with the Trophies of a noble 
Viftory, and was receiv’d by the Citi¬ 
zens with all the Marks of Joy, and ac¬ 
cording to the Deferts of an Invincible 
Hero. At Emefa he feiz’d the Trea- 
fures of Zenobia, which, by reafon of 
her precipitate hafte, Ihe was forc’d to 
leave behind her, and then with all ima¬ 
ginable fpeed mov’d toward Palmyra. 

In his March; the Syrian Banditti much Veffc. 
infefted his Camp ; for they had, du- ? ’ 21 *' 
ring the Difturbances of the Empire, vi8or ' 
made themfelves very formidable,their*‘ ,5S ’ 
Troops being numerous, their Horfes 
fleet to admiration, and the Defarts fa¬ 
vouring their retreat with their Prey j 
inaliuuch as at this time it was Prover¬ 
bial at Rome, That none hut Women and 
Thieves govern'd the EaH. 

When Aurelian had quitted himfelf 
of thefe troublefcm Attendants, he 
form’d the Siege of palmyra , ftraightly 
belesguing the City, and fortifying his 
Camp with Caftles, while the neigh¬ 
bouring Nations furnilht him with all 
ferts ot Provifions. The Befieged, in 
the mean time, being pofleft with a 

vain 
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vain Opinion, That their City was Im¬ 
pregnable, cjerided the Attempts of the 
Romans, as if they mull; be forc’d, in 
3 few days, to raife their Siege, for 
want of ISleceflaries j while the City 
was well provided with all the requires 
of War, the Garrifon numerous and 
brave, and engaged to fight, not, as be¬ 
fore, for Glory and Couquefl, but for 
their Wives and Children, and their 
PWP Liberties, their All being at flake: 
For it was beyond the reach of Fancy 
to imagine (lays Aurelian, in his Let¬ 
ter to Mucapores ) what vaft quantities 
of Arms and Military Stpres were in 
that City ; that no part of the Wall 
was without two pr three Engines to 
throw.Darts, and other Inftruments of 
Mifeliief, into the Enemies Camp; that 
With fonje of their Machines they 
threw Fire among their Tents ; and 
that the Garjrifon behav’d thqmfelves 
With fo much Refblution, tha t Aurelian 
having been, wounded with an Arrow, 
had like to have breath’d his laft under 
the Walls of Palmyra. 


CHAP. XXIV. 

T His Refblution of the Befieged, 
join’d to the many Fatigues the 
Emperor was obliged to undergo, made 
him almoft quite weary of his Defign: 
Whereupon he wrote to Zenol'ta , re¬ 
quiring her to fur render the Place, and 
promifing her and her Confederates, 
that they fhould be allowed to live in 
great Plenty and Security, in fuch a 
part of the Empire as the Senate fhould 
appoint, upon Condition, that all her 
Treafure and-Arms, her Horfes and 
Camels, fhould be given up to the 
Romans; after which. Palmyra fhould 
be permitted to be a Free Common-; 
wealth, as it had been in part Ages. 
But the haughty Queen kept up her 
Courage, though her Fortunes were 
funk, and return’d the Emperor this 
Anfwer: 


C H A P, 
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Zenobia the Queen of the 
To the Emperor Aurelian. 

JfrJO Man ever yet, except your felf ‘ 
durfl demand of me, what your Let¬ 
ters require. Whatsoever is to le at- 
chieved in War, mufl he gotten ly Cou¬ 
rage and Reflation. Tou command me 
to fur render my felf and Empire; hit 
you have forgotten, that Cleopatra choft 
rather to die by her own Hand, than to 
leffen and outlive her Grandeur . I a tit 

not deftitute of Affiance ; / daily expel 
Succours from the Perfians •• The Sara¬ 
cens and Armenians are in my Interefls • 
and the very Free-looters of my Country 
have already infulted and baffled your 
Army. When thefe Auxiliary Troops ar¬ 
rive, which I look for from all Quarters, 
you will abate of your imperious De¬ 
mands, though you now require me t$ 
yield, as if you had already gotten an 
entire Conqueff, and had made your felf 
Lord of all the Eaft. 

This Epiftle inflam’d Aurelian, and 
put him upon doing all that a wile and 
brave General ought to have attempted, 

to 
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to reduce the City ; he intercepted the 
P erf an Succours, and debaucht the Sa¬ 
racens and Armenians, whom he cor¬ 
rupted by Money, and bought ofF, till 
they deferted, according to the Cuftom 
of thofe fickle and changeable Nations, 
who are true only to their own Inte» 
refts, and pay their Homage and Ser¬ 
vices to that Prince who bids moil for 
them. 

When the Garrifon heard that 
all their Relief was cut off, and faw 
the Emperor bent to carry on his At¬ 
tacks with the utmofl vigour, being 
alfo much preft with the want of Ne- 
ceftaries, they determined to fend their 
Queen over the Euphrates into Perfta, 
to beg the Affiftance of that great 
King j and to this end, they did fet Ze- 
nobia on a female Camel, which fort of 
Creatures run fwifrer than any Horfe, 
(others fay, on a fwift Dromedary,) and 
convey’d her out of the City. 

Aurelian, vex’d heartily that his 
Enemy had made har elcape, difpatch’c 
his Light-Horfc to overtake her, who 
feiz’d on her as Ihe was juft embark’t, en¬ 
deavouring to reach the farther fide of 
the Euphrates, and brought her back 

K to 
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to the Roman Camp with mighty Joy 
and Triumph. 

In the mean time, the Garrifon was 
divided in their Sentiments, one Party 
of them refolving to maintain the 
Town to the laft Man, and to the laft 
drop of their Blood ; while others were 
determined to fupplicate the Emperor’s 
Pardon, and to furrender. And this 
laft Opinion prevail’d; whereupon, 
Aurelian having given his Promife, 
that they Ihould be indemnify’d for 
whatever was paft, they open’d their 
Gates, and begg’d the Conqueror’s 
Mercy, who receiv’d them with all 
Kind nets, and took care they Ihould not 
fuffer any damage. 


€ H A P, 
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CHAP. XXV. 

T Hus was that proud City, emu¬ 
lous of the Glory of Old Rome, 
reduc’d under the Power of Aurelian , 
who having poffeft himfclf of all the 
Treafure and rich Moveables of it, re¬ 
turn’d to Emefa, and there late in Judg¬ 
ment on ‘Z.enolia and her Accomplices. 
For the Army were ready to mutiny, 
3 nd petition’d, that Hie that had been 
the caufe of all their Hardlhips, Ihould 
be Executed. But Aurelian, who had 
a grand Efteem for her Courage, and 
other Heroical Qualifications, and who 
Could not have forgotten the Merits of 
her Husband Odenathus , and his grcac 
Services, who fupported the finking 
Empire in the EaH, and prelerv’d it 
from utter Ruine, thought it beneath 
the Courage of a brave Man to murder 
a Woman, one of fo rare Endowments, 
and who had for fome years worn the 
Sacred Purple, in cold blood ; and 
being convinc’d, that it would more 
contribute to his Glory, to carry her 
in Triumph to Rome , than to put her 

I i to 
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to Death in the East, he prefcrv’d her 
from the Rage of the incens’d Soldiers ; 
and to fatisfie the Mutinous, Iharply 
expoftulated with her theReafonsof 
her Obftinacy, and caufed ail thofe to 
be fliin who had engaged her to take 
up Arms a gain ft Aurelian. This oc- 
cafion’d the Execution of many emi¬ 
nent Perlons, among whom the moft 
learned Longinus met his Fate with 
great Refolution ; and to the lad, 
he bore his Sufferings with a Philof'o* 
phical Courage, and was fo far from 
being affrighted with the Shadows of 
the Grave, that he comforted his 
Friends who bemoan’d his Deftiny, 
and convinc’d them, that if this lower 
World be but one large Prifon, he is 
the happieft Man who is fooneft di(» 
charg’d and fet at liberty. 


C H A P. 
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CHAP. XXVI. 

T He Affairs of the EaH having uopifc. 

thus been adjufted, and thci’- 21 ?- 
Country left without Difturbance, Ju. zofi/n. 1 . r, 
relian determin’d to return into Eu* P ' ii: 
rope ; but before he could reach Rotne y 
while he was pafftng through Rhodopa, 
a Province of Thrace , the Inhabitants 
ofPa/myra^who could not content them- 
lelves with their meaner Circumftances 
(the lofs of their Empire being a con¬ 
tinual Affliction) refolved to betake 
themfelves to their Arms, to recover 
their ancient Grandeur. In purfuit of 
this Defign, they fell upon Sandario 
ana the Six hundred Archers whom the 
Emperor\ had left there in Garrifon 
and putting them to the Sword, chofe 
Achilleus (the Father of their Captive 
Queen Zenolia) their Prince. But as 
boon as the Emperor heard of the Re¬ 
volt, being a General of unwearied 
Diligence andDifpatch, he immediately 
march d back into AJia, and utterly de- 
ftroy d that unhappy City. 

I 3 
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This part of the Story “Zofimus tells 
fomewhat differently ; That the Men 
of Palmyra, inftigated by Apfeus, who 
had in former times been a bufie Agi- 
tatcr among them, attempted to per- 
fuade Marcellieus (JT. Nonnius Marcel • 
Units, l fuppote, who afterwards was 
Conful in Year of the Emperor Tacitus, 
Anno Chrifti 275,) whom Aurelian had 
ccnftituted his Governor of Mcfm- 
tamia, and the Prcsfdins Prcctorio of 
the Bad, to take upon him the Era* 
pire. He put them off from day to 
day ; and under the pretext of confi- 
dering fo weighty an Affair, before he 
determin’d his Refolutions, gain’d time 
till he had certity’d Aurelian of the Re¬ 
volt ; but at laft he pofitively refuledto 
take the Purple. Whereupon they 
chofe Anttochus their King, and arm’d 
themfelves in his defence. 

Upon the News that Marcellimis lent, 
the Emperor doubled his March, and 
in a fhort time came to Antioch ; the 
Inhabitants, who were buffed about 
their Sports, in feeing the Horfe-races, 
being iurpriz’d at his coming ; from 
whence he immediately fpeeded to Pah 
mra, which without fighting he took, 
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and raz’d, giving Antiochus his Life 
and Liberty, accounting him beneath 
his Anger. 

In the Sack of the City, the Soldiers 
were furfeited with Blood and Rapine 
(as Aurelian, in his Letters to Cejonius 
Baffus, relates) fparing neither Age, 

Sex nor Quality, involving Women 
and Children, Old and Young, the 
Nobility and the Boors in the fame 
common fluine, till there was hardly 
left a Man to inhabit the City, or to 
manure the Ground. 

Such a Revenge fatiated even the 
fierce Temper of Aurelian , inafmuch 
as he he wrote to Cejonius Bajfus (or 
rather Cerronius , according to the old 
Copies, probably the fame Cerronius , 
the General of the Dalmatian Troops, 
who flew Gallienus, whom, I conjecture, 
Aurelian left the Governor of Palmy¬ 
rene) to put a period to the Carnage, 
and to fpare the poor remains of that 
unfortunate City, enjoyning him ex¬ 
prefly to build the Temple of the Sun 
(which had been fack’t and rifled by the 
Soldiers of the Third Legion) as mag- vid. a /. 
nificently as it had been in times paft pend. 
(2nd by the Ruines of it extant at this 
I 4 day, 
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day, it appears to have been a ftupen- 
dous Building) to the repairing this 
noble Scru&ure he enjoined him to ex¬ 
pend 3 00 Pound weight of Gold, which 
he found in the Coffers of Zenobia, be- 
ftdes 1800 Pound weight of Silver, 
which was rais’d from the fale of the 
Peoples Goods, together with the 
Crown Jewels, all which he order’d to 
be fold, to make Money to beautifie the 
Temple, while himfelf promifes to 
write to the Senate to fend a Prieft from 
Rome to Dedicate it. 

After this, Aureltan return’d into 
Europe without any difturbance, car- 
r yjng the unhappy Zenobia his Prifoner 
with him to Rome, till flie became one 
of the Ornaments of his Triumph; 
whither I (hall follow her, to compleat 
her Story, when I have briefly con- 
fider’d the Fortunes of her Aflociate 
Rirmzus „ : 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XVIF. 

W Hen Aureltan had put to death 
all Zenobia s Councellors, Mi¬ 
litary Officers, and Afiociates, and de- 
ftroy’d the City, Marcus Firmius (as 
the Coins ftile him, while the Hifto- 
fians call him Firmus) one of the Con¬ 
federates of the Captive Princels, took 
upon him the Title of Emperor, and 
endeavour’d to revenge her Quarrel: 2 4 2 ’ 
He was born at Seleucia , and bred up 
to all manner of robuft Exercifes, Na- “ 
ture having fitted him with a Gigantick 
Body qualified for fuch Undertakings ; 
his Stature was tall to a Prodigy ; and 
his Limbs lb firm, that fupporting him¬ 
felf only with his Hands, he could en¬ 
dure the Smiths, when they had laid 
an Anvil on his bare Breaft, to finite 
bn it with their Sledges : And propor¬ 
tionable to his Strength was his Sto¬ 
mach, for he ufed to eat an Oftrich 
at a Meal; and could fwallow at a fit¬ 
ting, though his ufual Drink was Wa¬ 
ter, as much Wine as two Buckets 
would hold: He had alfb amaft vaft 

Wealth, 
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Wealth, having often Cent: his Ships to 
trade in the EaH-Indies, which return’d 
loaden with all fort of rich Goods, and 
among other Rarities, two Elephants 
Teeth of ten Foot long : And of the 
Products of Egypt, he had in his Ware, 
vid. Sal- houfe as much t>aper and Glew as would 
maf.mioc. ma i nta j n an Army. And, that he 

might keep a Port fuitable to his Sta¬ 
tion, to his Riches, and his Dignity, 
lie built him a noble and pompous Pa« 
lace at Alexandria. 

Firmius having thus fill’d his Coffers, 
and provided all things neceflary to 
maintain the Interefl he refolv’d to en¬ 
gage in, declar’d himfelf a Friend and 
Confederate to Zenolia, (nor is it alto* 
gether improbable that Zenolia confli* 
tuted him, being a Man of extraordinary 
Strength and Courage, and Mailer of 
a great Eflate, her Governor over 
Egypt, when Zaldcu had conquer’d it,) 
and when that Illuflrious Queen fell 
into her Misfortunes, hs enter’d into?. 
League with the Blemmyce and Sara¬ 
cens, and then declar’d himfelf Empe¬ 
ror (as the Coins exprefly prove, tho 
Aurelian, according to the Cuftom of 
that Age, which Ailed all Tyrants and 

Ufur pen 
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Ufurpers Thieves, will riot allow him 
a better Title than that of the Egyptian 
Roller, and though Vopifcus fays that 
he declar’d Egypt a. Free State, refufing 
to aflume the Enfigns of Royalty ) and 
having recollected the fcatter’d Forces 
of Zenolia's Army, undertook to fup- 
port the improfperous Caufe, and to 
defend Alexandria. 

But no Power could refill the Genius 
of Aurelian ; for after the return of 
that great Man from Carr#, Firmius 
fell a Vidor to the Conqueror, and 
fome fay, became his own Executioner. 

But Aurelian himfelf affirms, that after 
he had routed his Army, he befieged 
him in Alexandria, and having taken 
the City by Storm, he feverely cha- 
flifed the Citizens for their Sedition, 
but Crucify’d their Ephemerous Em¬ 
peror (for he did not reign a full Year) 
which was the ufnal Punifhment to 
which Thieves were Condemn’d. 

From Egypt the fierce and indefati¬ 
gable Emperor march’d his Troops to¬ 
ward the WeEl, vex’d and angry that 
Tetricus ftill maintain’d his Pretenfions 
to the Purple in France ; but upon his 
approach, Tetricus i 'who could no longer 

endure 
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endure nor digeft the Infolence of his 
Legions, gave up his Army to Am- 
lia», who having thus quietted the Af. 
fairs of both the E aft and Weft re- 
turn’d to Rome with his Captives, which 
City he refolv’d to enter in State, as the 
Lord of the Univerfe. 


CHAP. XXVIII. 

T He Affairs of Zenolia, after flic 
fell into the Hands of /.iurelian, 
* are differently related. * Zofimus avers, 
that the Victorious Emppror carried 
her, her Son, and all her Accomplices 
with him towards Rome , and that it 
was reported, that fhe either died of 
fome Difeafe, or that refufing all man* 
ner of Suftenance, fhe ftarved- her felf; 
and that the reft of the Captives, ex* 
cept her Son, were Shipwrack’t, and 
drown d in the Streights , between ChaU 
'rvv.i. cedon and Eyaantim*. f MM fays, 
h 3?7 ‘ raat Aiirelian caus’d her to ride on a 
Dromedary, and carry’d her with him 

through 
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through all the E aft, till he came to 
Antioch , where for three Days he ex- 
pofed her to the fight of the People, 
loaden with Fetters, who had often 
feen her in the height of her Glory• 
after which, he tranfported her to Rome, 
where, after fhe had a£ted her part 
among the Princes of the conquer’d 
Provinces, he caus’d her to be Be¬ 
headed. But * Zonaras talks doubtfully, 
his Authors from whom he derived his * Tom. 
Notices differing in their Accounts 
fome affirming, that the Vifior ufed 
her with the greateft Clemency, and 
marry’d her at Rome to a Man of Qua¬ 
lity, (Symellus fays he was a Senator,) 
others, that fhe died by the way, op- 
prcft with grief for the lofs of her Em¬ 
pire, and that Aurelian himfelf mar¬ 
ried one of her Daughters, and dit 
pos’d of the others for Wives to the 
mod llluftrious of the Romans. 

But in the Memoirs of the Weftern 
Affairs, we are rather to be guided by 
the Writers of that Country, who may 
be prefumed to have been better ac¬ 
quainted with What was done in their 
own Country, than thofe who liv’d at 
a great diftpnce in the Eaft. And they 

all 
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Hkr.chnn. gjj agree, rhac Zenobia furviv’d all her 
Tt-cLFo!. Misfortunes, that Aurelian gave her her 
fa.' * Life for her own fake, and for the Me. 
rits of Odenathas, and that (lie lived 
very happily in Italy, after (he, having 
been devefted of the Empire of the 
Eaft, had made her Figure in the Tri¬ 
umph of Aurelian; and I lhall account 
for the Pomp of it, which the Hiftorian 
fays was Specious and Magnificent, be- 
caule that was the {aft of the Imperial 
Triumphs, which was made according 
to the ancient manner. Though it 

mu ft be confeftj that Omphrius Pm- 
•vinius fays, that the lad Triumph was 
that of Belifarim, who, by the Order 
of the Emperor Jvftinian, was allowed 
to make his Entry into the City of Can- 
ftantinople in a Triumphant Chariot, 
drawn by four Horles a bread, after he 
had recover’d Africa out of the hands 
of the Vandals, and made Getimer their 
King his Prifoner ; and that his Scho- 
liaft Joachim Maderus affirms, that 
Heraclitus , Johannes Comnems, and 
Manuel his Son, had their feveral 
Triumphs : But thele have no re¬ 
lation to Rome, but to Conftanti - 
nop/e. And of the Triumph of Belt- 

farm, 
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farm, Procopius lays exprefly, that it tfndai. 
was not according to the ancient me- 
thod, but that he began his Proceflion * 
at his own Houfe, irom whence he Ttu a A f 
march’d on foot to the Hippodrome, ff; fef" 
and from thence to the Imperial 
Throne; and withal he avers, that 
for near Six hundred Years before 
Belifarius, the Honour of the Triumph 
was not given to any other, fince the 
days of Titus and Trajan, and thole 
other great Emperors who had con¬ 
quer’d the Barbarians ; among whom, 
l fuppofe, he includes Aurelian. 


CHAP. XXIX. 

T He Triumphal Pomp was always Vopifc. 

very Auguft : The whole Senate p 22 °v 
march’d in their feveral Ranks toward %Triumph , 
the Capitol, being followed by the ?• J 4 0 - 
Trumpets of War, who founding a 
Charge, introduc’d the Reprelentations 
of the feveral Countries that had been 
fubdued, and the Cities that had been 

taken. 
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taken, done in exquifite Imagery and 
Pifture: After thele followed the Riches 
of the Conquer’d Provinces, vaft quan¬ 
tities of Gold and Silver, and noble 
Gems,Crowns add Royal Robes, and the 
ether Ornaments of Royalty and Gran¬ 
deur, intermix’d with the Arms that 
were peculiar to the Regions that had 
been reduc’d under the Roman Power • 
Thefe were fucceeded,amongothers,by 
a long Train of Sacrifices, and Priefts 
attending that Service, all clad in rich 
Garments of Silk and Purple, inter¬ 
wove with Gold : Then came the Cha¬ 
riots of the unfortunate Princes, with 
a long train of their faithful Subjefts, 
who, to iliew their Fidelity, were con¬ 
tent to follow the adverfe Fortune of 
their Sovereigns. 

When Aurelian made his Eotry into 
that fuperb City, there were three 
Royal Chariots very remarkable: The 
firft belong’d to the Hero Odenathus , 
(while alive) richly adorn’d with Gold, 
and Silver, and Precious-Stones, which 
gave it a peculiar Luftre. The fccond, 
no lefs glorious than the firft, was a 
Prefent made by the King of Ferjia to 
the Great Aurelian , (who alfo prelented 
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him with a Purple Robe, of fo beautiful 
a Dye, dipt in the Indies , that nothing 
of the Imperial Wardrobe, or the Ca¬ 
binets of the Roman Ladies, was com¬ 
parable to it.) The third, was the 
Chariot which Zenolia had caufed to 
be made for her (elf, in hopes to have 
entred Rome in Triumph, after (he had 
reduced that proud City. ’Tis true, 

(he made her entry into Rome in the 
fame Chariotbut fhe rode in it a Cap¬ 
tive, not a Queen. 

Thefe Chariots were followed by a 
fourth, which (as it was reported) did 
once belong to the King of the Gotbs, 
drawn by four Stags a-breaft, in which 
Aurelian (clad in the famous Purple 
above-mentioned, which he afterwards 
dedicated to Jupiter Capitolinas , and 
which after Ages look’d on with Admi¬ 
ration) was drawn to the Capitol, 
where he facrificed the Stags, according 
to a Vow made to Jupiter, when he 
took the Chariot. In the head of thefe 
Chariots march'd twenty Elephants ; 
of Lylian Lions, Leopards and Pan- vid. Sal- 
thers, as alfo of thofe of Paleftine t v \d - mVo - 
two hundred ; which, after the Triumph 
Was ended, Aurelian beftovved on his 
K private 
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private Friends, that he might leflen 
the Publick Expence. Tliefe were fol¬ 
lowed by four Tygars, by feveral 
Camelopatdali, Elks, and other Rrange 
Bealls, each in their orders. 

Part of this Pomp confifted of eight 
hundred pair of Gladiators deRin’d to 
the Entertainment of the People, and 
of an infinite number of Captives ; for, 
befides the Barbarous Nations of the 
B/emmyes,the Inhabitants of Axumisyni 
of Arabia the Happy ; the Indians, 
Baclriar.s, Iberians, Saracens and Per- 
fans; and after them, the Goths, the 
Alans, the Roxolans, the Sarmatiam , 
Franks , Suevians, Vandals and Ger¬ 
mans, with their Hands bound behind 
their Backs, preceded the Imperial Cha- 
riot. Among thefe, the principal Men 
of Palmyra , as many as had outliv’d 
the Calamity of their Country, and the 
Rebels of Egypt , had their Ration. But 
the mod remarkable of the Captives 
were ten mafculine Women . who, 
habited in Mens Cloaths, had done ex¬ 
traordinary Service to the Got hick Ge¬ 
neral ; thefe few being all that furvived 
of the Amazonian Race, who fought 
againfl the Romans ; and in the Head 
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of every Nation, was carry’d the 
Name of the Country to which they 
belong’d. 

Amid’ft this numerous train of Prifc- 
ners, Tetricus made a peculiar Figure; 
he was habited A-la-mode de France, 
where he had been Emperor, in a Scar¬ 
let Cloak, under which he wore a light 
Gold-coloured Coat, and a pair of 
French Breeches ; with him was his 
Son, whom Tetricus had declared Em¬ 
peror in France. After him followed 
Ztnobia, deck’d to the greateft advan¬ 
tage, but loaden with her Golden 
Chains, whole weight was fupported 
by her Attendants. The Crown cf 
every conquer’d City, diRinguifh’d by 
an eminent Infcription, was carried 
before every Nation. After them fol¬ 
lowed the People of Rome, the Banners 
of the feveral Colleges, and theEnfigns 
of every Regiment, with the CuirafTiers, 
followed by the reR of the Army. And 
after thefe the Senators march’d (but not 
fo brisk and merry as other wife they 
would have been on fuch a Solemnity, 
becaufe Tetricus, who W'as a Member 
of that AuguR Body, was led a Captive 
in the Triumph.) It was late eVe the 
K z Cavalcade 
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Cavalcade reach’d the Capitol, but 
N:ght before the Emperor return’d to 
the Palace. 

On the following Days the common 
People were folaced with the fight of 
Stage-plays, Horfe-races, Huntings, the 
Duels of the Gladiators, and mock Sea- 
fights. And among other the Plea¬ 
santries of that merry time, it is not 
to be forgotten, that Aurelian , before 
he made his Expedition into the EaB, 
promifed the Romans, that if he return’d 
a Conqueror, he would give a Crown 
of two'Pound weight to every Citizen, 
which they expedhed would be of no 
worfe Metal than Gold : But the Em¬ 
peror being neither able nor willing, 
prefented each of thefn with a fine 
Wheaten Loaf in fhape of a Crown, 
and of the fame weight, and one of 
thefe he bellowed on every Commoner, 
emy year, as long as he liv’d. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXX. 

W Hen this Ceremony was over, 
Aurelian gave both Tetricus 
and Zenohia their Lives, conllituting 
Tetricus (a) Corrector of Lucania, 

(Trelellius Pollio lays, of all Italy,) 
and fetling 'Zenohia at Rome, where lhe 
liv’d in much Plenty and Honour to a 
great Age, maintaining the Port of a 
Roman Matron, by the Eftate which the 
Emperor pofleft her of in Tivoli, not 
far from the Emperor Adrians Palace, 
and the Place which is called Concha 
(or Conca ; ) and fo well lhe behav’d 
her lelf in her new Habitation, that 
the Place of her Refidence was called 
Zenohia , from the illuftrious Inhabi¬ 
tant. 

(a) The Correctors of any part of a Roman Pro- ~ .» , 

vince were reckon’d in Honour equal to the Men of ^ je L e 
Confular Dignity. There were two Correctors of U F C * j° m * 
Italy (as the Notitta fays) the one of Apulia and C«- u &* * l * 
labria , the other of Lucania y and the Brutii ^ the Cor- C ']' 2 

reftors being reckon’d among the Friends of the Em- * ™ 
peror, among the Viri Clarijjimi , and Spettabiles , and 2 * 
let to ftand on a level with the Prefidents of Pro¬ 
vinces* 

Kj The 
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The precife Situation of this Zenohia 
(the Villa of this excellent Princefs) is 
conf. dd to this day under difpute : Fulvio Car - 

ifJtlfi- Joli fa Y s > t ^ iat R«ines of the Villa 
bur tine ^ Zenohia are to be Teen in that Place that 

fw.2. c. 5. is called Colle eh Santo Stephana, which 
is fituate near the Palace of Adrian. 
But Del Re avers, that Concha is near 
the Lake Delia Solforata , call’d the 
Baths; that the Plain is to this day 
called the P lain of Conche ; and, that 
the noble Marbles to be feen there, are 
a demonftration that he was not mi. 
flaken in the Situation. The Baths being 
built (lays the learned Andrea Bacci ) by 
Agrippa, for the ufe of fiich as would fre¬ 
quent them ; that three hundred years 
after their firft Foundation^ Place was 
deputed for the Habitation of Zenohia ; 
and, that the Cardinal HyppolitoofFer • 
rara found there a Jewel of Gold, an 
Antique Veflel of Silver, and other Or¬ 
naments belonging to the Ladies of 
thole early times, with an Infcription, 
that in that Place one of the Daughters 
of Zenohia was buried. From all which, 
viz. from the Name Conche , ftill re¬ 
maining, from the Antique Fabridcs 
(landing thereabouts, and from what 

was 


was found there, it may be gathered, 
that the Villa Zenohia could not be 
far off. 

Some Authors affirm, that Zenohia s 
Sons, Herennianus and Timolaus , were 
(lain by Aarelians Order, ( Greatnefs 
is feldom unaccompanied with Jea- 
iou/le; and a Rival Prince never thinks 
his Title fecure, till his Competitor is 
in : his Grave;) but others fay, that 
they tailed of the Emperor’s Clemency, 
and died at Rome natural Deaths, the 
very year in which they were brought 
thither, Ann. Ckr. 2.7}, ( fays Mezzo- ra>. 385- 
hatha;) 'nffx^Valallathas having been 
led in Triumph with his Mother Ze¬ 
nohia, Ipent the remainder of his life in 
a private Ration. But whence that 
learned Man had thefe Notices, I pro- 
fefs I know not. This we are fure of, 
that in the Reign of Conjlant'tne the 
Great , her Pofterity were reckon'd 
among the Nobility of Rome, fo fays 
Trehellius Pollio exprefly: In the Reign 
ofValens the fame Family continued in 
great Reputation, fays ffutropius : And 
St. Jerom witnefles the fame thing for 
the times of Honorius. And Cardinal 
Baronins imagines, that Zenobius the 
K 4 Biffiop 
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Bilhop of Florence, St. Amhrofe's Con¬ 
temporary, was one of the Defendants 
of this famous Emprefs ; but I fuppofe 
he built his Conjecture on no other 
Foundation, but the Likenefs of the 
Names. 

Such was the Fate of this illuftrious 
Lady; fuch the Deftiny of Palmyra, 
the Metropolis of her Empire, under 
Aurelian ; a Cataftrophe, if we may 
£*5*M3* credit the Heathen Hiftorian Zojims 
(who was a great Bigot for Paganifm) 
foretold by Oracles, and confirm’d by 
more than one fad Omen, which de¬ 
termin’d the period of that IKort-liv’d 
Empire. 


CHAP. XXXI. 

'Aurelvit. A Vrelian having thus fubdued all 

& c * £\ his Adverfaries, and eftablilh’d 

his own and the Empires Quiet, lived 

after this in an extraordinary Pomp and 

Splendor: He was the firft of the Roman 

Emperors who habited hinifelf in Cloth 

of Gold, the firft who wore Gems on 
# « • 
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his Cloaths, and in his Shoes, and put 
on a Diadem, (the Coin in Oefelius de- 
fcribing him encircled with a Diadem 
different from, and more rich^han 
thole of his Predecefiors:) He valued 
himfelf, as theRecoverer of the Empire 
both in the Eaft and Wett, as the Re- 
ftorerof the World to its defired Peace 
and Tranquility, and as one who was 
born a God, and the Lord of the Uni- m : & 
verle. He was undoubtedly an emi- E" w on 
ncnt Prince, though born of mean Pa- the reverie 
rents, comparable to the Alexanders, £[”£0;°!; 
and the Julius Ccefars of former Ages, in Mew 
if he had not fully’d the Luftre of his bA fd t ’ > P* 
Vertues by his Excefiive Cruelties, of 40/ ' 
which the Carnage at the Sack of Pal¬ 
myra is a fevere Inftance. And lo 
valuable did he account that Vitftory, 
that, to prelerve the Memory of it (ac¬ 
cording to the Practice of the Roman 
Emperors) he added to his Imperial 
Titles, among many others, that of the 
Palmyrenian, as appears by an old In? 
fcription confecrated to his Honour in 
the Fifth Year of his Reign, in *Goltzius , * Thefm-. 
( /. e. the laft, fays Petavius and Trijlan , 274- 
though the old f Coins (and their Au- f ibid, 
thnrirv is to me unquestionable) ex¬ 
prefly 
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pretty mention the Sixth Year of his 
Reign ; and with them agrees the 
BP4g.537.ll Chronic on, commonly call’d the Alex¬ 
andrian,) which is worth the preserving, 
becaule in very few Infcriptions the 
mention of Palmyra occurs : 

MAGNO AUGUSTO PRINC 1 PI 
MAX. IMP. FORTISSIMO, CON- 
SERVATORI ORBIS, L. DOMHIO 
AURELIANO P. F. PONT. MAX. 
TRIB. POT. V. P. P. COS. 111 . 
PROGOS. GOTH. MAX. PALMYR, 
MAX. GER. MAX. 

ORDO BRIXIANORUM. 

|[Or,r» rte|| To theGreat andAuguflyhe moft llluflri * 
Great Au- ous of Princes, the Bravept of Emperors, 
giiftus. the Preferver of the World, Lucius Do- 
mitius Aurelianus, Pious and Happy, the 
Chief Pr ieH, in the Fifth Tear of hit 
Tribmitian Power, the Father of his 
Country, Conful the Third time. Pro • 
conful, the motf Glorious Conqueror of 
the Goths, the Palmyrenians and Ger¬ 
mans, 

The Brefcians dedicate this 
Tnfcription. 

His 
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His Cruelty was the caute of his Death; 
for his Secretary Eros ( or Mneflheus, 
as Fopifcus calls him) having been 
threatned by Aurelian , and fearing his 
fierce Temper, thought it advifeable 
to prevent his own Death, by imbruing 
his Hands in the Blood of his Matter, 
whom, by the help of his Accomplices 
in the Treafbn, and by the Hand of 
Mucapores , he flew, as he was taking 
the Air, attended with but a thin 
Guard, while the Camp lay at the 
iAew Caflle ( Cmophrium ) a Manfion 
between Heraclea and Byzantium, in 
the Road, toward Perfia, againft which 
Aurelian was marching his Army, to cn)fin.c«f, 
revenge himfelf upon that Nation, for p ‘ 79 ‘ 
a (fitting Zenobia in the former War 
againft the Romans. 

Thus Aurelian made his Exit, in the 
* Seventy fifth Year of his Age j and * chmu 
after his Death, was honoured, as the Ak f- 
more deferving Princes ufually were, 
with a Deification, as both the Hifto- 
rians and the Coins declare. 


CHAR 
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B Ut though Palmyra was thus 
ruin’d by the Commands of Au- 
relian, I cannot think it was wholly 
raz’d, it not being confonant to the 
Wiidom of that Auguft Government 
to flight fo ftrong aGarrifon upon the 
Borders ; for this would have been the 
fame, as to invite the Perfians to a new 
Invafion ; but that the Emperor, who 
gave a particular Order to re-build, 
beautifie and endow the noble Temple 
of the Sum, that had been plunder’d and 
deftroyed by the infolent Soldiers, did 
alfo take care, that the City ihould be 
put in a pofture of defence, fo as it 
might obftruft the Irruptions of the 
Enemy, and that to that end he confti- 
tuted Cerronius Baffin the Governor of 
that Province; though I doubt not, 
but it loft the Privileges of a Roman Co¬ 
lony, of a Metropolis, and in all pro¬ 
bability of a Free City, and was only 
left in the condition of a Garrifon, or 
Praftdium. For as it was ufual to od* 
vance a Praftdium, or Fort, to the 

.Honour 
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Honour of a City, as Bofra in Arabia 
was promoted by the Emperor Severtu ; 
fo, on the contrary, a City often loft 
its Franchifes, when it turn’d Rebel to 
the Emperor. In this condition I fup- 
pofe it to have been, when Dioclefian 
and. -Maximinian wore the Imperial 
Purple, Hierocles at that time being 
the Prxfecft of the Province, as appears 
by the only Latin Infcription that hath 
been as yet found at Palmyra ; the Pil¬ 
lar being erefted to the Honour of the vid. Ap- 
above-named Emperors, and of ConftanA end - 
tius and Galerius Maxmianus the Cx- 
fars, who had moft happily founded 
Caftra. 

Now, that we may know when 
Caftra was founded, it will be necefiary 
to confider the State of the Empire at 
that time. Dioclefian having been op- 
pofed by many Competitors, was par¬ 
ticularly rival a by Achilleus in Egypt; 
againft him therefore he march’d in Per- Eutrop. 
(on, befieged him in Alexandria , and at *<*&**. 
laft flew him. After this,he went into Me- C;r °"' 
fopotamia, and there making a halt, lent 
Galerius, Ann. Chr. zp6, againft Marfes 
King of Perfta. Galerius ralhly engaging 
the Perfians between Cal/hicus and 

Carr<e, 
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Carue, with a very fmall Force, was 
routed, and beaten back to the Camp of 
Dioclefian; who, when he met him, 
treated him with fo much fcorn, that 
he made him run in his Purple Robe 
fome Miles by his Chariot-lide, like a 
Foot-man, before he vouchsafed to 
Ipeak to him. But in a little time after 
this, Ann . Chr. 197, upon Galerius his 
important Solicitations,he furnilh’dhim 
with Recruits from Illyricum and Mafia, 
and commanded him to retrieve the 
Honour he had loft in the firft Engage- 
menr, and accordingly he behav’d him* 
felf with fo much Bravery in the fecond 
Battle (in which with 2,5000 Men he 
broke into the Enemies Camp) that lie 
routed the Perfians, beat them out of 
Armenia Major, where they had pofled 
themlelves, took the Tents and Bag¬ 
gage of Marfes, and a great Booty, made 
his Wives, his Sifters, and Children, (his 
Daughters, lays Rufus FeHus ,) with a 
great part of the Perfian Nobility, Pri- 
loners, drove the King to fly for Ihelter 
to the remoteft Solitudes of his Domi¬ 
nions, and acquitted the Romans from 
tlie ignominy of the Captivity of T<j- 
lerian. 
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Narfes being reduc’d to fo great ex - p - Patr ' lc 
tremity by this laft Blow', that had al- 
moll determin’d the period of his Em¬ 
pire, chofe Appharhan, one of the moil 
truftyand moft beloved of his Courtiers 
(his Prafelius Pr&toriops the Hiftorian, 
tiling the Style of his own Country, 
calls him) his Chief Miniller, a Man 
of Addrels,and happy Application, to be 
his Ambaflador to Galerius ; who having 
obtained leave to deliver his Meflage, 
thus accofted this victorious Prince ,* 

‘ That all Mankind knew, that the two 
‘ Empires of Rome and Per fa, were two 
‘ great Luminaries, which, like the two 
‘Eyes in the Body, were to receive 
‘ Luftre, Beauty and Help one from the 
‘ other j that it was unnatural, when 
* they endeavoured to extinguilh each 
‘ other ; that to deftroy, and bring to 
‘deflation, could not be reckon’d 
‘ among the illuftrious Atchievements, 

‘ but muft be accounted an eflefl of 
‘ Madnels and Folly ; that only meaner 
‘ Spirits delighted in the Ruine of their 
‘ Enemies; that Narfeus was not to be 
‘ reckoned a weak Prince, becaufe he 
"was unfortunate, but that Galerius 
‘being the greateft of Monarchs, the 

‘ Conqueft 
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* Conqueft of Narfetu , who was in no 
4 one noble Qualification inferior to any 
‘ of his Predeceffors, was refcrv’d by 

* the Deftinies for him. And that he 

* further had it in his Commiffion to 
1 allure him, That though his Matter 

* had a juft Title to his Dominions, yet 
‘ he threw himfelf upon the Mercy and 
‘ Clemency of the Romans j that he 
‘ would not offer any Terms toG ale- 
4 rius , but would be content with what- 

* ever Articles he would pleafe to allow 
4 him, deftring him to return him his 
4 Wives and his Children ; that this 

* Humanity would entitle him to a 
4 nobler Conqueft, than his victorious 
4 Arms; and, that his generous Ufage 
4 of his Family already had been fuch, 
4 that he profefs’d his inability to pay 
4 him his Acknowledgments as he de- 
‘ ferved. — ( For the Kings Wives 
and Children had been treated with all 
fort of handfom Ufage ; and the Nobi¬ 
lity who had been made Prifoners of 
War, except their reftraint, found no 
difference betw een their Captivity and 
Freedom, between the Enemies Camp 
and their own Palaces ; that not onl}^ 
no Infults were made on their Perfons, 

and 
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no Injuries offered them, buc their En¬ 
tertainment was liberal, and fuited to their 
Quality.) To this the Tor fan Emballao 
dor fubjoin’d, 4 That the State of Man- 
‘ kind was very mutable, and fubjeCt to 
‘ great Alterations, 

Upon this Galerius feem’d to be in a 
heat, and anfwer’d, ‘ That it was not 
well done of the Per fans, to defire their 
1 Adverfaries to confider the Inftabilty of 
‘ Humane Affairs ; beeaufe, whenever 
‘ they were blefs’d with Succefs, them- 
‘ felves were the moft infolent of Con¬ 
querors, and added new Afflictions, by 
‘ their opprobrious Ufage to thole who 
‘ who were before moft heavily oppreft s 
c putting them in mind of their inhu- 
‘ mane Carriage toward the unfortunate 
‘ Emperor Valerian, to whom they Ihew’d 
* neither Juftice nor Moderation ; for 
‘after you had circumvented him, and 
‘ made him your Prifoner, you kept him 
‘ in Chains, till he had languifht out many 
‘ years in durance, and without any re- 
‘ gardto his extreme Age, or his Sacred 
‘ Character, you ufed him with (corn, 

4 and at laft put him to a cruel and dilho- 
‘ nourable Death: And whereas the Rage 
‘■of the moft violent and wicked Men 

L ‘ ufes 
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4 ufes to be appeas’d, when their Ad* 

‘ verfaries are dead, your Malice out- 
‘ liv’d the Objed of it; and though his 

* Body was mortal, you refolv’d to treat 
‘ it with a Tyranny that endeavour’d to 
4 make it felf immortal; for having 
4 flea’d that great Prince alive, you faked 

* and preferved his Skin, as a IaftingMe- 
4 morial of your Treachery, and info- 
4 tiable Cruelty : This laft thing, he at 
‘ fured the EmbaiTador he mention’d, not 

* that he refolved to follow fo ignomi- 
4 nious a President, but to convince the 
4 Perfiatts that they could not have any 

* Pretentions to that Humane Ufage 

* which they petition’d for; and that he 
4 was fatisfied.that their Argument from 
4 the Inconftancy of Humane Affairs, 
4 never made any impreflion on their 
4 Minds in the days of their Profperity; 
4 while he was refolv’d to tread in the fteps 
4 and to imitate the nobler Practices of 
4 his Predeceflors, who were accuftom’d 
4 to fupprels the Stubborn and Obftinate, 
4 but to comfort and fupport the Peni- 
4 tent. — And having thus fpoken, he 
commanded the EmbaiTador to return to 
his Matter, and to reprefent to him the 
Clemency of the Romans, of whole Cou¬ 
rage 
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rage he had lately met with an unque- 
ftionable Demonftration, bidding him to 
exped in a Ihort time the return of the 
Prifoners, according to his Defires. 

Having difmift the Verftan Embaff 
fador, the Triumphant Galerius re¬ 
turn’d into Mejopotamia to Dioclejian, 
cover’d with Lawrels, and the Trophies 
of an entire Vidory, and was received 
with the teftimonies of the greateft Ho¬ 
nour, as he juftly deferv’d. At Nijibis, 
Galerius met the Emperor, without 
whole Content himfelf, being only Ccefar 
at that time, could not confirm a Peace, 
and having made Dioclejian acquainted 
with the Particulars, conliilted with him 
what Articles they Ihould propole to the 
Terfian Monarch. When they had ad- ^ e f ric ' 
jutted the Affair, they Pent Sicorius Pro- p.l^o. 
bus, the Emperor’s Secretary, into Per - 
fta, with the Terms of Agreement. The 
King treated the EmbaiTador with all Ci¬ 
vility ; bur, pretending fome hinderance 
or other, carried him with him from 
place to place, till he came to Afprudis, 
a River of Media , where the Icattered 
remains of his routed Army, having ral- 
lyed, and embody’d themfelves, pitcht 
their Tents ; there he granted the Em- 
L x bsffador 
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baflidor all the Demands of his Matter 
the Emperor, except that the Place of 
Meeting Oiould be Mijibis: Upon which 
the Per ft an Monarch’s Wife and Children 
were reftored him, and the Captive No¬ 
bility had their Liberty. 

At this time Caftra was founded by 
* ljb. 25 . Diocle[tan, fays * Ammianus Marcellinus , 
f l' n (and f Johannes Male la ,) which he calls 
i Cercitfium; Malela, Circtfium ; but the 
'inscriptions of the Chalcedon Council, 
Cajlro-Circon, by a complication of both 
Names. For the Irruptions or the Ferfum 
into tire Roman Territories on the fide of 
the Euphrates were fo deftru&ive to thofe 
]f p,nnK ■ Provinces, that the || Emperors fiw it 
‘i’cyjk. t.2. very ncccflary to bu ild ieveral Cities and 
fr'Je&'iii- Caftles upon the Banks of that River, to 
fic./.2.c-.3. Secure their Borders, particularly in that 
r "- 2, large and barren Deliirt that lies between 
Euphratejia and the Ferjian Limits; in 
that Solitude Diocle/tan eredfed three 
Gillies built of unbak’d Bricks, of which 
number Mambri was one, which was fi- 
tunre five miles below "Lenobia ; bur Cm 
cedum Hood three clays Journey lower 
than Zenobia, and as far Irom Palmyra, be¬ 
ing the lall and remoteft Caftle that the 
Romans had on their Confines, a little be¬ 
low 
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low thapfacus ; it was built very neat, 
and very ftrong. on the confluence of 
the Euphrates, and the Abora (or Cha- 
borras, as it is called in Ptolemy) two 
noble Rivers, which walh the Walls of 
the City, being fituated on the farther 
fide of the Euphrates , in that very Angie 
which the two Rivers make when they 
meet : Befides the Ramparts of the 
Caftle, it was defended by a long Wall, 
which extended it felf for fome miles on 
theftdesof both the Rivers, and was built 

in the figure of a Triangle. In times pad 
it was a mean place, and not tenable 
but Diodefian fenced it with high Walls 
and Towers, when in the Confines of 
the Barbarians he fix’d the Limits of 
the Roman Empire, left: the Per fans flioukl 
by that Pafs invade Syria , as they had 
in times paft often done, to the great 
detriment of the Provinces, paricularly 
under * Gallienus, when they march'd * Ammhw. 
their Army over this Ford, and fack’t ubi 
and burnt Antioch. Inf the Reign off Maid. 
Julian the Apoftate it was garrifon'd with f ‘"' ,2,jM 7* 
6000 Men : and in the 13th. Year of 
VJuftinian, when Chofroes brought his II rmop. 
Forces thither, with a defign that way to Kbl ^ r ' 
invade the Empire, he durft not attempt 
L 3 it. 
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it. After which time, how long it con¬ 
tinued in the hands of the Emperors of 
the Eaff, I know nor. By all which 
it appears, that Caftra was founded 
Amo Chrifti 27?. and that at that time 
Hierccles was Governor of P almyra. 


CHAP. XXXIII, 

1 N the Reign of Honor ins, Palmyra 
1 continued a Roman Garrifon, the 
Town being then under the Infpe&ion 
of the Dux Phoenicia, as the Notitk, 
collected probably in that Emperor’s 
Reign, affirm ; commanded by a Co¬ 
lonel, or Pracfedt of the ftrfl Illyrian 
Legion, which was left there in Garrifon. 
And in this Rate it was when Stephen 
the Grammarian of Conftantinople pub- 
lifh’d his Work concerning the Cities; 
for he calls it exprefly a Caflle of Syria 
($p&£/ov £ as Hermolaus his 

Epitomator, who dedicated his Breviate 
to the Emperor Juflinian informs us. 
But though the Civil Privileges of the 
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City were infring’d, it retain’d the Ho¬ 
nour of an Epifcopal See; this fell not 
under the cognizance of the Pagan Em¬ 
perors, and for that reafon was not for¬ 
tified ; the Church being careful to pre- 
ferve her Rights, when the City ho¬ 
nour’d with the Epifcopal Jurifdi&ion, 
had loft her’s. 

Juflinian having determin’d, in the 
Firft Year of his Reign, Ann. Chr. yif. 
to make War upon the P erftans, refolv’d 
to re-build Palmyra , fays Procopius, who 
thus defcribes it: That there was a City Procop. dc 
of Phoenicia , near Mount Libams, cal- 
led Palmyra, built of old in a Country & /.$. c.i 
that had no Neighbours but fuch as^^s- 
were at a great diftance, but moft com- 
modioufly fituated toobferve the rqpve- 
ments of the Saracens , the Enemies of 
the Romans, having been built on pur- 
pofe to prevent the Irruptions of thole 
barbarians into the Roman Territories. 

This City having been for a long time 
deferted, Juflinian {lengthened with ex¬ 
traordinary Fortifications, bringing Wa¬ 
ter to the Place for the fupport of a 
ftrong Garrifon which he fix’d there. 

(And to Juflinian I am enclined to attri- vid. jour 
bute the building the Caftle of Palmyra, g**^ 8 *’ 
L 4 rather 
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rather than to a Prince of the Drufes , 
who never, that we read of, enlarged 
their Territories as far as Tadmur • as 
alfo, that noble Aquedurft Teems to be 
of his Foundation, which runs under¬ 
ground in a direct paflage five miles, 
and is cover’d all the way with an Arch 
of baftard-Marble, and a Path on both 
Tides the Chanel, large enough for two 
Perlons to walk a-breaft in, with Venn, 
duds at every twenty yards diftance, 
being built for the lupply of theGarrifon 
with Water.) : This was done ( fays 
* chnmgw * Theophanes ) in the Fir ft Year of Jujll- 
nian, after the Death of his Uncie JuJl'n, 
the Emperor having given Commiiiion 
to P atr ictus the Armenian, the Governor 
of the Eafl, to fee the Work done d* 
fe£fually, having furnilh’d him with 

IVloney to that purpofe, commanding 
alfo the Governor of the Eaft to make 
that Place the Seat of his conftam Refi- 


proccp. Be!-, 

rc-'f.i. r- 

t.i ./>. 88 - 


dence, and to preferve the Churches 
from the Sacrilegious Saracens. 

Eight Years after this, when Belifarm 
had reduced Italy under the Obedience 
of the Emperor, Ann. Chr. 5-3 y, Chofrcss 
King of P erfia concerted his Affairs with 
Alamu.ndarus one of the Arabian Princes, 


that 
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that he fhould invade Aretbas another 
of the Saracen Kings, but in the Roman 
Intereft, upon the pretext, that Aretbas 
detain’d from him a little Region cal¬ 
led Strata, that lies to the South of the 
City P almyra, but barren of all things 
being burnt with the fervent Sun, To that 
it produces neither Trees nor Fruits, and 
is dtftin’d only to the feeding of a few 
Cattle. Whereupon Chofroes made an id. c. $ 
Inroad into the Roman Territories,^- 
march’d his Army three days by the 
Banks of the River Euphrates , till he 
came to Zenobia , the Foundation of the 
Queen of Palmyrene ; but finding the 
Region uninhabited, and deftitute of all 
NecefTaries, the City alfo refufing to fur- 
render, when required to do fo, he re¬ 
tired to Sura, another City upon the 
Euphrates. 

CHAP. XXXIV. 

A Bout a hundred Years after the 
repairing of Palmyra by Juflinian, 
it pleafed God to permit Mahomet, an 
oblcure Arab, to fcourge the Eaftern 
Churches for their Herefies, and their 

loofe 
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loofe Manners ; and to lay the Founda* 
tions of an Empire, w hich, with the 
Religion call’d Mahometan, hath pre¬ 
vail’d over a great part of the known 
World, and in a very few years after 
the firft appearance of that falfe Prophet, 
eftablifh’t its Jurifdi&ion in Tadmur, 
where it prevails to this day. 

Elmac'w, In the Year of Chrift, 6z 3. the Second 

Luc. 1. of the Hegira, Chofroes the Second, the 
King of P erfia, commanded all the 
Churches in Syria and Mefopotamia to 
bedeftroy’d, carrying away with him 
all the Gold and Silver, with all the Or¬ 
naments of thofe Holy Places, even to 
the very Marble, into his own Country 
It is probable, that Tadmur was not ex¬ 
empt from this dreadful Perfecurion: 
But whatever its Fate was under Chofroes , 
it is unqueftionable, that a few years after¬ 
wards it fell into the Hands of the Ma¬ 
hometans , who, Anno Chrifti 638, He- 
gir£ 16, having taken the Capital City 
of the Perfians , and routed Izdigerdes 
their laft King, and (eiz’d his Empire 
(the Conjiantinopolitan Princes not con¬ 
cerning themfelves, as they ought, to 
prevent thefe fudden and large Con- 
quefts) may be prefumed to have made 

Palmyra 


The Hijiory of Palmyra. 155 

Palmyra their own. After which time, 

I believe, the Fortifications were permit¬ 
ted to run to decay) it being no longer a 
Frontier, fince Terjia was in their hands 
on one fide of it, and Arabia on the 
other: And then alfb, I conjefture, it 
ceas’d to be a Mart, the Mahometans be¬ 
ing in conftant Hoftility with the Chri- 
ftians; fo that the Caravans not being 
able to travel fafely, the Trade with the 
Perfian Gulph was diverted and loft ; of 
which beneficial Commerce the City 
being deprived, and fituate in a defart 
Country, foon fell into Poverty and 
Ruine. 

In the Year 659, the 39th. of the Elttiac . /.i. 
Mahometan Computation, when Muavias c - 5 * 
the Son of Abufofianus , with his Army of 
Syrians, march’d againft Alls the Fifth 
of Mahomet’s SuccefTors, he lent Da- 
ham with 3000 Men to plunder Iraca , 
after which they fell into the Province 
of Higiaza, and having murther’d all the 
Arabs they met with, loaded themfelves 
with their Spoiles. Whereupon Alis 
ftnt againft him his General Hagjar the 
Son ot Adis, with 4000 Men, who fbJ- 
fowed them as far as Tadmur within the 

Diftritft 
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Diftrid of Emefa (for fj it was reckon’d 
at that time) where they had a fliarp En¬ 
gagement, in which Dabacus was routed 
And by this it is very plain, that Tadmur 
came very early into the hands of the 
Succeflors of Mahomet. 

.Us.zi. AmoChrifli 746', of the Hegira 

the People of Emefa , at that time 
the Metropolis of the Country, rebell’d 
againft Merman the Caliph, who came 
againft the Town with a ftrong Force 
and befieged it Whereupon the In¬ 
habitants fupplicated his Pardon, pro- 
mifed Obedience, and open’d their 
Gates. But when the Caliph had entrcd 
the City in the Head of 300 Men, the 
Citizens betook themfelves to their Arms 
and flew all the Soldiers, Merman him- 
lelf hardly elcaping through the Gate 
that leads to Tadmur, ( the old Roman 
Koad lay from Emefa to Apamea , and 
thence to Palmyra, but the dired Road 
lay through the Defart, without touch- 
Hig at Apamea • ) and when Suleiman the 
Son otHisjam, being created Caliph, io 
oppofition to Merwan y by tile Men of 
Bafra, was overthrown in Battle, he re¬ 
tired, firft to Emefa, which he fortified, 

but 
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but being a fecond time beaten,he fled to 
Tadmur, leaving his Brother Saidus his 
Lieutenant in Emefa. From which Paf- 
fages it appears to me credible, that Tad- 
mur was then a Place of little Trade or 
Intereft, but a Sanctuary for the Unfor¬ 
tunate, for Banditti, and Free-booters, 
who fled thither, and found a lecure re¬ 
treat, being proteded by the advanta¬ 
geous Situation of the Town, which (for 
leveral Days Journey was on every fide 
furrounded with wild and uninhabited 
Solitudes. 

And if I might be allowed a bold 
Conjedure, how the River that ran by 
Palmyra, in Ptolemy’s time, and which 
Marius Niger fays emptied it lelf into 
the Euphrates, happen’d fo to be loft, 
that now there remain no footfteps of 
it; I would affirm, that it was buried in Elmam. 
that terrible Earthquake that happen’d ^ 2,c,u ’ 
in thofe Countries, Anno Chrifti 859, of 
the Hegira 245, which ruin’d many a 
noble City, threw down the Palace at 
Bagdat, did great damage to Cams , 

Emefa, Damafcus, Edejfa, Laodicea, and 
all along the Coaft of Syria : for at this 
time, the Arabick Hiftorian avers, that 
a River vanifh’t (nor is it unufual in fuch 

mofl 
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moft violent Concuffions ) being (wal¬ 
lowed up of the Earth, that no Man 
ever could difcover what new Channel 
it had found under ground. At this 
time, ’tis highly probable, Tadmur did 
not efcape, when all the neighbouring 
Cities were harraft, and then the River 
might be abforpt. Nor does Jujlinians 
bringing Water to Tadmur, for the fervice 
of his Garrifon, contradidt this Opinion, 
becaufea River may be for other ufes,and 
yet not fit for Drink, many other of the 
Springs in thofe Countries being brackilh 
and fulphurous. 

About the Year of Chrift 1172, Ben- 
5 8 - jamin Tudelenfis the Jew, among other 
Parts of the Eaft which he vifited in his 
Travels, touch’d at Tadmur , and he in¬ 
forms us (though he is miftaken in the 
exa & diftances of Places) that from 
Baalleck (or Baalatb) built by Solomon 
in the Valley of Libanus , to Tadmur in 
the Defart, was four Days Journey ; that 
Solomon built it of large Stones, and 
fenced it with a ftrong Wall; that it 
was built in a Defart far from any Inha¬ 
bitants ; and that in his time there were 
in the City 2000 flout Jews, who waged 
War w'ith the Chriftians, and with the 
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Arabs the Subje&s of Sultan Noraldin , 
but were ready to affift their Neighbours 
the Ijhmaelttes. From which Paflage it 
appears, that in Benjamins time, the 
Eaftern Jews, a Race of known Wan¬ 
derers, had nefted in Tadmur , deferted 
probably by the Arabs, and that they 
lived by Rapine and Inroads. 

When the Caliphs of Babylon began to 
lofe their Empire, I queftion not but 
Tadmur became fubjed* to the Mamalukes; 
and upon the fall of their Empire, to the 
Grand Signior, under whole Jurifdi&ion 
they now live, though govern’d by a 
Prince of their own, and by the Ufage of 
our Englijh Merchants, when Melham 
was their Emir, it is put paft all doubt 
that they have not forgotten, to this day, 
the Cuftom of their Anceftors, of rob¬ 
bing all that fall into their hands,- for 
which Rapines, and their other ill ma¬ 
nagement, their Emirs are frequently 
depoled, and fometimes ftrangled by 
the Ottoman Tort ; fo Melham, who 
robb’d the Englijh Merchants, was in 
forne time after furpriz’d by the Bafla 
of Aleppo, and put to death. Hajfine, 
his SucceiTor, was, Anno 169 3, depoied, 
and one Dor fubftitured the Emir of 
thofe Arabs. Thus 
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Thus I have, according to the beft 
of my Undemanding, given the Hiftory 
of Palmyra , from its firft Foundation, 
to the prefent Age : And by this Ac¬ 
count we may learn, that Cities, as well 
as their Inhabitants, have their Infancy 
and Youth, their Riper Years, and their 
I icrepit Days; that nothing can refill 
the Infults of Time, and the Barbarity 
of Ungovernable Conquerors ; and that 
it is impoflible to ere<fi a Monument to 
our Memory, that (hall be lading, but a 
noble Series of Vertuous and Brave 
A&ions, that they only relcue from 
Oblivion, and give Immortality, when 
Marbles lhall Moulder into Duft, and 
the World it (elf lhall be no more. 


FINIS. 
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Infcriptmes ‘Paltnyretuc. 

I. 

Sepulchralia. 

I. 

i. TO MNHMelON TOT TA$€a>- 
NOCEKT1CEN €3 lAlaNCenTlMlOG 
OAAINA0OC O AAMI1POTATOC 
CTNKAHT[IKOCl AIPANOT OTA- 
BAAAAOOY TOY NACaPOY AY" 
TwTE KAITIOIC ATTOY KAl TI*- 
NOIC €IC TOnAN-T€A€CAI»NlON 
TCIMHN. 


If. 

i. MAP0€lN AA6SANAPOT TOT 
KAllAAHTOT OTABAAAA 0 OTTOT 
CTMceNOY COPAIXOC AIPANOT 
ANHP ATTHC MNHMHC €N€K€N 
MHN6I AYCTPc*) TOT *?T (sTQTC. 
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■ 3. TO MNHMKION eKTifAN 
€KABHA€C MAiNNAIOC COXAelC 
MAAXOC OTABAAAA0OT TOT 

MANNAIOT tot eaabhaot 

ATTc-j KAI YiOIC CfOYC AiY MH- 
NOG £ANAlKOY. 

IV; 

4. MNHMGlON AIcdNION TGPAC 
«KOAOMHCeN nxoc MOKlMOF 
TOY KAJAKLUCICOY TOY W 

v. OY 6ICT6 €AYTONM 

YIOYC KAI 6KTONOYC erOYC 
AIT MHNSI 5ANAIK». 


Elogia Honoraria, 

‘ ,/7 1. 

Pullica ex decreto Setfath. 

5 , HBOYAH KAI O AHMOC AM- 
AAM6NA nANOY MOKlMOYrOY 
AIPANOY TOY MA00A KAI 

AIPANHN 
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AIpANHN TON ITATePA AYTOY 
GYCGBglS KAI $!AQnATPlAAC 
k[AIJ nANTi jpOn« [eYjCetMsoC 
APGCANTAC Th n ATPIAI KAi IIA- 
TPIOIC 06OSC TelMHC XAPM 
eTOYC NY A MHNOC 3ANAI- 
KOY. 

II. 

6 . H BOYAH KAI O AHMOC 
BAPSlX6lN AMPjCAMCOY toy 
iAPlBi)A€OYC KAI MOKIMON 
YION AYTOY 6YCGB6IC KAI 4>I- 
AOnATPIAAC T61MHC XAPIN. 

III. 

7. H BOYAH KAI O AHMOC 
IOYAION AYPHAION ZHNOb^ONT 
TON KAI ZABAIAAN AICMAA- 
XOY TOY NACCOYMOY CTPA- 
THTHCANTA 6N e niAHMlA 0eOY 
AAG3ANAPOY Kai YnHpeTHCAN- 
TA nAPOYCIA AIHNgKgT pOY- 
TfAAIOY KPlCnelNOY TOY HTH- 
CAMeNOY KAI EnlAMMHCACAIC 
OYHalAAATIOCIN ATORANO- 
MFJCANTAT6 KAI OIKONIC«NA 

1 ^AHCANTA XPHMATaN KAI 
I K.Aa.^G POagHYYCAMgNQN mC 

! M 3 41A 



1 66 


The Appendix. 


AIA TAYTA MAPTYPH0ENTA 
Yrio ©eOY IAPIBxAOY KAI Yno 

lOYMOY.TOY GSOXaTA- 

TOY eriAPXO Y TOY I6POY nPAI- 
T»PIOY KAI THC nATPIAOC 
TON fclAOriATPIN TelMHCXA- 
PIN eTOYC AN$. 


IV. 

8. H BOYA[H KAI O AH]MOC 
CenTlMlON TON KPAT1CT0N 
6[niTPOnON C]6BACTOY AOr- 
KHN[AP10N].... eOAOTHN THC 
MHT[OKOAa>] NelACKAl ANAKO- 
KOMlCA[NTA T]AC CYNOAMS 
>Ai»N KAI MAPTYPH06NTA 
YnO \ *>N APXeMlTOPoN KAI AAM* 
nPaC CTPATHrHCANTA KAl A- 
ArOPAMOMHCANTA THC AY- 
THC MHTPOKOA^NelAC KAI 
riA€lCT A OiKOOGN AN A AwCANTA 
KAIAP6CANTATHT6 AYTHbOY* 
AH KAl TaAHMaj KAi NYNel AAM- 

np*>c crfvinociAPXON t^n Tor 

AlOC BHAOY l€[P>N T6IMHC 
6N6K6N 6T ... ..SANAlK®. 


II. Elogia 
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II. 

Elogia Honoraria privata, 

I. 

$, IOTAION ATPHAION Z6B6IAAN MO- 

KIMOT TOT Z0B6IAOT.. AGQaiPO- 

BAIAAIOI CTN A[t]T« KAT6A0ONT6G 6lG 
OAOreClAAA 6NITOPOTAN CGTHGAN AP6- 
Can'ta attoiC t^imhG XAPIN SANAIKm 
TOT HN4> €TOTC.... 


II. 

ic. COITIMION OTOP^AHN TON KPA- 

tiCton eniTPonoN CcbaCtoY aOtkh;- 
napiOn kai ( a ) apOait^thn iOtaiOG 
atphaiOC ( b ) gaamhC kaGGianOt 
tOt m|_€]A6NaiOt mn6TG (c) pwMAI«n 
tOn ( d ) 4-iaOn kai iipOGtathn 6T0tG 

hO& .. MHN6I SANAIKa. 

III. 

11 . C€BTim[iOn OtOp«ahN] tON 
kpa[tIctON €nlTpO]nON G 6 baC[tOt 
aOtk]hNap!ON ka[I apOaikjJ thN 


. (*) In another Copy, taken by Mr. Goodyear, AP.. AriHTBN 1 
m a third, APxmrrHN. 

(0 ) CanwhC HACClANfil TOT K.. AfNAJOT: in a third, WS 
lOTMAUOT, (c ) POTMAaN. '(d) <PlMON. 

M 4 IOtaIOG 
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IOYaIOG AY[PHaX]OC €[AaMHC1 
iiYIaCOG M!'€A€NAJ.]OC MAa«xA 
N ACCO Y MO[Y ] O KPATICTOC 
TON U'IaOMJ- .. KAT npOCTATHN 
Telime SNeKeN 6TOYC;. [MH. 
Nel sJANaIKo. .. 

y i% ■ I 


22. -GenTMON AIPANHN OaAE 
NAeOY TON. aampipOTATON CYN- 
KaHTIKON: - 


V. 

J 3. €SA ...... NT«N AYPHaI... : 

i»ha 1 dae>p . Vi. GTpATI*ThG a£. 

KWO' TeN - nATP»N TgImhC KaI a'- 
XAPiGTIAC XAP1N 6X0YC rsi>. 

,*O/; r V : ■ 

Y i;i '- V: " vr. • 

• J « * * 1 •» ' * 1 - :'i i • C ■ 

14 .... YnTAlON OYOp«aHN [CYN’ 
Ka]E1TIKON KAI BOYA 6 YTHN 
nAAMYPHNON BHaA KABOCApCA 
TON <i>i[aON] T 6 IMHC XAPIW 6 - 
TOYC o<r>. A; • • O 

.} i ; ji , ■ 

__J" VII. — 

MAagNJPN KAI.ArpIrmAN 
, lApAlOY TOY PAAIOY fpAMMA- 
'T^A, YeNOAleNON' TO a 6 YT 6 pON 
ShIaHMI lA] 06OY AaPIANOY A- 
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aIMMA nAPACXOTA seNOIC T 6 
KAI nOA 6 lTA[IC] 

gNM... N YnHPeTHC ANT A THT.. 

.: 'AT6YMA TOY. 

Yno .., :-'KAI_. TON NAON 

TON.... aIOC .... N'lVf. 

VIII. 

ArlofPe in Monafterio Maronitamm. 

16 . +EnI LEPrK EnIEK°. T« EYN- 
pen" MAP«NIk T« xwPe.uIEK 0 . 


III- 

Anathemata. 1 

17. All Y*ICT« MerICT* KAI 6nH- 
K 0 « b«aANOC ZHNOBIOY TOY 
A1PANOY TOY MOKIMOY TOY 
MA00A enIMeAeTHCOH AIP6©6IC 
64-KAC nHrHC YnO IAPIb«aOY 
06 OY TON B«[MON] 63 IaNN ANe- 
©HKeN 6TOYC aoY MHNOC Yn6P- 
BePeTAlOY K. 


(V. VOTA, 
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IV. 

VO T A. 

Tien#. 

18 . aTI MgriCTw K6 PAtNI« rngp C«- 

thpTAC tpA. AapIANOt C€b_tOt 

ktpIOt ArAeANn-AOC AbIahNOC 
thC a^kAiiOa^OC thN kAmApAN 
»kOaOmHC€N kAI thN kaINh .... es 
IaIwM AN€0HK€N €TOtC 6Mt mhNOC 
a«Ot. 

V. 

Imperatorum Memoriae. 

19. es Or bis G? Propaga- 

tores Generis Hnmani, D. D. AT. AT. Dio- 
cletianus ......... ffimi lmpp. (£f Con- 

dantius, & Maximiams Nobb. Caf. 

Cajlrafe lie iter condiderunt. 

. ntes Offiano Hierochte V. P, 

Prtef. Proviticia D. zV. M. 0. eorum. 

Sri a dents. 

Ai’Tf-paOH AAI aINaIOt tOt Am* 
frOrC 

aIA mAt€pNOt KfAI n]Annor kAI 
• mAIkOY kN6TmN. 

- Y --N 

Andrena. 
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Andrews. 

I. 

ieYsAMeNOG €r» I«ANNHG ene- 

TYxA-KAI eYxAPICT.N T« o» 

nPOC-eNlKA YneP T«N AMAP- 

TI«N MON. 

II. 

Ad Portam Auftralem. 

AYTH H hYaH Ta KYP.. aIKAIOI 
EICEaEYEONTAI EN AYrH. 


III. 

Ad Portam Occtdentalem. 

X 

©Mr 

r 

IV. v. 

YPION IAYTI... 

PON aIKA... 

MIXAHa. 

VI. 
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Yslf„n J- EV ©EEKIcr. • 

IX. X. 

EVIE. . z-m. 



’ T H E 

i 



H Aving fenifedd my pri¬ 
mary Tasf x _ Iff all 
apply my Jelf iC feme other 
Confederations of a femi lar na¬ 
ture • which I was ummlliw 
to intenveaye with the thread 
of the Hiftory, that thefDif 
courfe might appear uni for mi 
and all of a- Piece : 1 have 
therefore referved for this 
Appendix fetch Critical Ob - 
jervations as I had made up « 
on the Names of the ‘Place, 
and of the Inhabitants, with 

the 
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the Honorary Offices which 
the Aden of Eminence bore 
in the City : To which 1 
have added an Account of 
their Idolatry ; with a fhort 
feparate Hijlory of V abal- 
lathus and Longinus, 
mo Great Men of Pal¬ 
myra ; intending to con¬ 
clude the Differ tat ions with 
fome Remarks upon the In - 
fcriptions found among the 
Ruines of this once llluftriom 

City . 


CHAP. 


f m 3 


CHAP. I. 

Of the Names Tadmur, 
and Palmyra. 

T HE preceding Hiftory having 
given an Account of the Foun¬ 
dation of Palmyra , I fhall in 
this Chapter account for the Names 
which were given it, in the Syriac 
Language Tadmur y but in the Greek 
Taimyr a, (fays Jofepbus.) 

And fir ft of Tadmur, ^133 *iOm 
in the Hebrew, 2 Chron. 8.34. ©eoi>% 
as the Septuagint. Or as the 
Alexandrian Copy, much nearer to the 
Original, ©sfytc f . The F. Harduin 
therefore very ineptly, in his Notes on 
Tliny > calls it Tbeudemer j and JoJepbus 
as inartificially, ©x&c^ggc. It rnyft 
be confeft, that St. Hierom, in Ezeb.yj, 
(and he is followed by Monfieur Spon, 
I a od others ) affirms, that Tharnar in 
: the Prophet, who is ftating the Limits 
of Judaa to the South, is no other than 
ladmur ; Flic vert< terminus plague 

aujlralis; 
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auflralis ; h. e. meridiana, inchit a 
Thamar, qua urls in folitudine est, 
quam & Solomon miris operihus inftruxit, 
& hodie Palmyra nunc up atur, Hebreoque 
fermone Thamar dicitur, quce in lingua 
noflra Palmajouat-: And l was once en- 
clinable to have correfted the Tranfla- 
ticn oi the Septuagint from the He¬ 
brew • and inftead of what we now 
read, Kal to vbmv Ai’| 3 x syra 

Qcyfijxiv ;y 3 ?OlVtX 60 V&, iCcK Vckil'Sk, Met- 
K ctSl'jU,, to have read, ’ArroQ^- 
/cLctf tS. f <hmuMv@u. (tom Thamar, the 
City of Palm-Trees, or Palmyra : But I 
have fince altered rijy Opinion, becaufe 
Thamar is exprefly laid to be the'Bor¬ 
der, of Judaa to tfe South >• 'Whereas 
Palmyra lies neaf.\dtre< 5 h'y Eaft from 
Jerufalcm, and am apt to believe that 
St.Hierom was deceived by the-like fag. 
nification of the wbrds $ Tamar h He¬ 
brew (not Tadmufyfi£mfyifif*>& Palm- 
Tree, while Palmyra' 1 is 'not a^I'owed to 
be of- a Roman, ut Greek Original; 
.and if lb, cannot beiderived from Palm, 
a pure Latin word y iand that the Sep 
tuagint read the Text aright. Them) 
being toward the South of-JiJaa, 
Theman, fays tlx® ■farg/lfn of Jonathan, 

i.e. fc 
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i. e. Jericho, a Town (lays Eujebius de 
Locis Heir .) 15- Miles dihanr from Pe¬ 
tra in Arabia, and is, in the Old Tefta- 
ment, often put for the whole Countrey 
South of Judxa 5 the $oivikuv in the Sep¬ 
tuagint being not far diftant from it, as 
Strabo (/. 16. p . 15-9.) affirms, ‘ That 
‘ Petra is the Metropolis of Arabia Na- 
‘ latcea; That the Countrev round it is 
‘De(art,e(pecia)ly towards Judaea-, That 
4 it is fituare three or four Days Jour- 
1 ney from Jericho, and five from the 
’•Palmetum, or City of Palm-Trees, as 1 
would render it. 

I was aifb once of the Opinion, that 
Palmyra had its Denomination from the 
Palm-Trees, as Sr. Jerom fays exprefly, 
though Tadmur be not a word or that 
fignification, ( but feems to me to be 
derived rather from "IQ"? implying its 
admirable and ftupendous Situation, 
probably becaufe a fertile Spot of 
Ground in the midft of a vafi; Defert.) 
But becaufe Jofephus feems to deter¬ 
mine it to be of Greek Original, I can¬ 
not think it derived from Tl^judr^, 
an /Egyptian Deity • for what had the 
Gods o\/Egypt to do near the Banks of 
Euphrates l nor from TLaAuAjg, a King 
or Father ; but from ndkpw, which 
N fignifies 
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fignifies a Perfian Shield ; or Parma , as 
the Latins render it, ( Hefych. IlaA 
Tltiov, Glojjar. Vet. Tsp'fov dam- 

For the Palmy remans 
were near Neighbours to the Perfans, 
while at a great diftance from either 
Rome or Egypt, and from them with 
whom they maintain’d a continual 
Commerce, might receive the Name oi 
their City, which very well agrees to a 
Itrong Frontier Town, built for the de¬ 
fence of the Borders ; and this exactly 


quadrates with the Arabick 



Damar, Frafidium. And we may as well 
derive Palmyrene from a Perftck Origi¬ 
nal, as the neighbouring Province Of- 
rboene ( the two Provinces being often 
confounded, for Photius Cod..op., ft yles 
'Zenobia T Tv O&pwwSv B a 31 A.'<5 , The 
Queen of Ofrhoene, j which was without 
any difpute io denominated from Oj- 
Procov.i.u roes ; or chofroes ) the King of that 
17 ‘ Country, and a Confederate of the Per> 
fans, who gave his Name to Edeffa ,and 
the Territory round it. For I cannot be 
of the mind of Malela, though he feems, 
Par. i. Ly his often mentioning it, to be fond 
^, 82 ;. of his Etymology, that it was called 
p. iss. palmyra, hd to vrd'\c/.\ yJieyp> yttt&M 
' r.».' 
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rlw ttS roAisil), becaufe it was 

the Place where Goliath received his 
Fate at the Hands of King David • 
though the Humour of giving Names 
to Cities or Countreys, from fitch Fabu¬ 
lous Encounters, hath not been altoge¬ 
ther cliius’d; for fays Damafcius (apud 
Phod. Cot. 2,4z.) fome affirmed, that 
his Native City, Damafcus, was fo cal¬ 
led (rom Afcus, a Giant whom Jupiter 
there overcame, Q ban 7S fot/uAv -r ’Acr- 
m : ) And, I fear, fome of our Hifto- 
rians, zealous for the Honour of Brute , 
will be found guilty of the fame Crime. 

But though I cannot believe the Fi¬ 
ction of David’s flaying Goliath at Pal- 
my a, yet it is very probable, that that 
(tout and victorious Prince might have 
extended his Empire as far as Palmyra, 
when he invaded Hadad-Ezer King of Hifl. Jm. 
Solafz Sam. 8.3. 1 Chron. 18.3.) the Eu- 
phrates being the Eaftern Limit ol Syria yditfoi. 
Sobah (from beyond which River Ha-f- 60 • 
dad-Ezer brought his Auxiliaries, i. e. 
from Mefopotamia, zSam. 10.16. there 
called Syria beyond the River,) as Da¬ 
mafcus was the Weltern : And Palmyra 
is laid, z Chron. 8. 3,4. to be fituated in 
Hamath Soba, or Syria Sola ; and the 
two Cities of Arabia the Defart, Sale 
N z and 
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and Bur at hem in Ptolomy , feem to be 
Sola and Berotbai, Cities of the Sale- 
ans, mention’d in the Sacred Writings. 

Cajlaldus and Ortelius affirm that Pal¬ 
myra is now called Amegara ; but Sanfon 
lays it is called Paid, as do Nicolofm in 
s- bis Hercules Siculus ,and others; where- 
F ' :o?J ' as it {fill retains its old Denomination 
Padhmur, as it always did among the 
j . 2. p.72. Syrians and Arabs. The old Geographer 
ot Ravenna reckons it among the Cities 
of CceleSyria, ( for fo I will ad venture 
to correct that Author, Syria Cilenfin 
Comagenis, which Monfieur Porchem 
reads Syria Seleucis, but it fliould be 
read Syria Cele in Comagenis,). but calls 
it Malmiora , which the Editor fays is 
miftaken f or Palmyra, and with him I 
agree. Tho’ perhaps Pamir a in the fame 
Author may be fet for Padmira (as 
He polls for Heliopolis') for thatGeogra- 
tb- pher lived in the ysfo Century, when 
that City having fallen into the Hands 
cf the Arabs, had recover’d its ancient 
Syr Jack, or Arabick Name. 

I have in the Hiflory affirm’d, from 
the Authority of * Vlpian, that Caracalk 
eenfibui. made Palmyra a Colony Juris Italics ; 
but if! might be allowed a Conjecture, 
I could think, that Septimius Severn 

made 
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made it a Colony, as he did feveral o- 
ther Cities in that Country, Rhefaim 
Pyrus, Laodicea, Nijtbis, and Singara, 
which from his Name were filled in the 
Coins Septimia Rhefaim , Colonia Septi- 
mia Pyrus, Septimia Colonia Laodicea, 

Septimia Colonia Nifbis, (or as it is al¬ 
ways in the Coins, Netn/Si;,) but that 
his Son Caracalla gave it the Priviledges 
of an Italian City, as Z/lpian affirms j 
for it feems to me paft all doubt, from 
the frequent ufe of the Names Septimius, 
and Septimia , by the Inhabitants of Paf 
tnyra , who gave it as a Praenomentothe 
People of both Sexes, of the belt Fami¬ 
lies and Condition, that the Citizens of 
Padmur had a very reverend regard for 
the Emperor Septimius Sever us : but we 
want Coins to determine this Queftion. 

In an Infcription, about the Year vcj6. rag. 99. 
(fori am willing to fu p ply the Date J mml - 
from the former Infcription , pag. 98. 
becaufe they both treat of the fame 
Perfon) Padmur is called 
as if it were the Mother of other Colo¬ 
nies, fays the Editor, (a word that oc¬ 
curs not in any Author) which was a 
very honourable appellation, the Colo- 
nies being obliged to vo'jj^i/jutvxp. Ed. 
emveti ( i, e, Ti/btdg f 'arpyzi&Jet ; J to :,x - a;m 

N 3 Honour 
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Honour their Mother City, and to give 
it the Preference the Law had appoin¬ 
ted ; but the word Should be divided in¬ 
to M i. e. and KoAam, 

Palmyra being both a Metropolis and a 
Colony, as were feveral other Cities in 
Syria, as appears from the Coins, Colo • 
via Damafcus Metropolis. ’Amoyfw 
fjwlpj. koXocv. Sephyrus Metropolis Co * 
Ionia. Tyrus Metropolis Colonia. 

Now, though to be a Roman Colony, 
was a great Honour, and entitled the 
City to great Priviledges ; yet it rauft 
be acknowledged that it left the City 
deprived of its former unlimited Liber¬ 
ty : for in time paft. it was govern’d by 
• A d Uh its own Statutes; but when made a Co¬ 
il. r. 15. lony, was under the Roman Jurifdiftion, 
paid Submifiion to their Laws, and Tti- 
f'l’i ' bute to the Emperors, from which it 
was before exempt; and if a Frontier 

Town, as Palmyra was, it admitted of a 
Roman GarriS’on (the Firft Legion of the 
Illyrians being polled there ) with the 
Liberty referv’d to the Citizens, that 
they were to be Lifted as Romans into 
their Legions, not as Auxiliaries. 

In the Ecclefiafiick Notitia, Palmyra 
was at firft a Metropolitan, as long as 
it was the Chief City of the Province, 
f .' i.c. 
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i. e. till its Deftruftion by Aurelian. 

At the Divifion of the Empire by Con - 
ftantine the Great , it U'as a Suffragan 
See under the Archbifliop of Damafcus, 
who, in the Sixth Ad of the Council 
held at Chalcedon , thus fubferibes for 
the Bilhops of his Province, ©jo'^ctip^, 
o^rjcrxo’jr^u f Mril£yni/\zw; A xpAsnv, 

Ji, i/JJc i3s0f l Ai C" OLTZOV (An<s- 

vfiTt'xv I ooxvva vrcAi'A^ &C. 

From whence alfo it appears that that 
Church was Orthodox in thofe days; , 
and that Palmyra was the firft of the 
Suffragans to that Metropolitan; but af¬ 
terward it became fubjed to the Metro¬ 
politan oi'Edeffafis appears by the Noti¬ 
tia of the Emperor Leo ; fince which time 
it hath no longer a place in theEcclefiafti- 
cal Account,Chriftianity having been,for 
fome Ages,totally banifht txomPalmyrene 
Whether the Merchants, who Tra¬ 
veled from Syria to Seleuda, and Baby- Shvh - l:h 
Ion, thro 7 the Country of the Arabes 10 ' 1 '' 7 * 7 
Scenitce , thro’ the Malii, and their De¬ 
farts, and Ferried over the Euphrates 
near Anthemufia in Mefopotamia, a City 
Situate near the river Aborrhas, took 
Palmyra in their way, I cannot deter- 
! mine ; nor whether Alexander the Great 
[ marcht his Army thro’ or by that City, 

| N 4 when 
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when having left Egypt , and pad thro’ 
Phoenicia to Tbapfacus , he carried fiis 
Troops over the Euphrates; fince none 
of the Writers of the Atchievements of 


Gctgraph. 

MS. 


T.m. i. 


that Miraculous Prince take any no¬ 
tice of Palmyra ; tho’ it be to me un¬ 
questionable, that Palmyra Submitted to 
that iiief dibit Conqueror,as did many 
other Cities, of whom the Hiflorians 
make not any mention. 

The Situation of the City, as to its 
Longitude and Latitude, is differently 
accounted for by the Writers of the 
Country, the Arabs (as the very Learn¬ 
ed Dr. Hyde informs me) Ifmael Aid- 
Feda, the Prince of Hamah, i. e. of that 
part of Syria, wherein Tadmur was Si¬ 
tuate, (who was Born in the Year 6 yt, 
of the Mahometan /Era, and conflicted 
the Lord of the Country in the Year 
710. of the fame Computation ) con- 
feffes, that his Country-men, who make 
it part of Arabia, are not agreed, three 
fevcral Authors placing it in different 
degrees. 

The firft fixes it in Long. 67.40. Lat. 34.00. 
i he fccond in Long. 67. 4°* Lat. 30. 00. 
The third in Long. 64. co. Lat. 33. yo. 

But Calcajhendz , another Arabian 

Author, gives this Account out of other 

Wfitters, 
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Writers, as the Excellent Mader of the 
Oriental Languages, Dr. Hyde Tran- 
flates him— “ As for the Territory of 
“ Tadmur—- the Author of the Book 
“ Al Tariph fays, it is Situate between 
“ the Two Villages and Rahla , and is 
“ reckon’d to be in Arabia , in the fourth 
“ of the Seven Climes : The Author of 
“ the Book of Longitudes fays, its Lon- 
“ gitude is 6a degrees, and its Latitude 
“34 degrees. The Lord of Hamath 
“ (i- e. Alulpheda ) fays, it belongs to 
tC the Territory of Hems (i. e. Emefa ) 

“ on the Ead-fide of it, and that mod 
“ of its Soil is faltifh; that in it there 
“ is a fort of foure Plant called tfagjcl , 

“ and alio Olives. There are likewile 
“ very great, and Ancient Ruins, con- 
“ Tiding of Pillars, and Rocks, and a 
“ Caftle with a Wall. The Author of 
lt the Book, called, Al Raud Almitar 
“ fays, that it was Originally an Anci- 
‘‘ ent City, which the Spirits Built for 
‘‘ Solomon, with extraordinary Fortifi- 
“ cations. It was called Tadmur from 
<l Tadmur the Daughter of Haffan, 
lt whole Sepulchre is there, and Solo- 
“ won did Inhabit it after her. The Au. 

“ thor of the Book Al-Azhi faith, that 
‘‘between Tadmur and Damafcm are 79 

‘‘ Miles $ 
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“ Miles; between Tadmur and Rahla 
“ 102 Miles. The Lord of Hamath fays, 

« it is from Hems about three Stations. 
The only difference in the Accounts is 
in this, that the Longitude of Palmy ram 
words at length, out of the Book of 
Longitudes, is 6 z. which in Alulphedds 
Geography is 67. where it is expreft in 
Letters; which mud be attributed to 
the Carelefnefs of the Tranfcribers. 

I was a little fur priz’d, when reading 
Al Edrifi (commonly, but wrongly, 
call’d the Nubian Geographer ) I found 
a Tademyr in Spain, which comprehend¬ 
ed the Kingdoms of Murcia and Tarra¬ 
gon, and was enclined to believe that the 
Caliph font a Colony from the Syrian 
Tadmur (as well as from the other Cities 
of his vaft Dominions) to People Spain, 
when he had conquer’d it, who from 
their own Native City gave the Name 
to that part of Spain: But my Learned 
and much honoured Friend Dr. Bernard , 
has inform’d me,that the Spanifb fade- 
mtr may be derived, as to Name, and 
no otherwife, from the Syrian Tadmor, 
or from Tadmera y Mefcellafo- 

puli , from a mixture of feveral Nations 
inhabiting there; as Tidal , in Holy 
Writ, is called the King of the Nations; 
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and Galilee fulc i Galilee of the Gentiles. 

The Arabs of this Age fay, that in 
ancient time Solomon Ebn el Doud ( or 
the Son of David) built a City in that 
Place, which being deftroyed, was re* 
edify’d by a flrange People; and the 
prefent Inhabitants pretend to fhow you 
the top of a Mountain where one ofSo- 
lomons Concubines lies buried, as if that 
Great King had fix’d his Court there,ha¬ 
ving deftin’d it to his Retirement and 
Pieafures, as Jofephus feems to affirm. 


CHAP. II. 

Of the Names of the Palmy renians. 

F Rorn the Names of the City , I fhall 
proceed to confider the Names of 
the Inhabitants, and I queftion not, but 
as their firft Language was Hebrew, or 
Syriack, fo the People had Syriack, or He¬ 
brew Names. This wants no further 
Confirmation, the Infcriptions put it 
paft all doubt, Odenatbus, Atranes, Na- 
ba Hat hits, Mccimiu, Orodes, Zabdas y Mat- 
thas, Jaribolus, &c. being all pure Sy¬ 
riack ; and had the Curiofity of our En- 
glijb Travellers directed them to have 

tranfcribed 
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tranlcribed the Syriack Inscriptions, as 
well as the Greek , at Tadmur ; I doubt 
not, but as we might from them have 
retrieved the old Syriack Alphabet, fo we 
alio might have been enabled to correct 
more than one Miftake either of the 
Graver, or Tranfcriber (as I fhallunque- 
ftionablv demon (Irate there are Rich) in 
the Names of the People of that famous 


City. This Method, I doubt not, the 
Palmyrenians made u(e of, that their 
publick Monuments, as long as they 
continued, might preferve the know¬ 
ledge of their ancient Native Language; 
and f hope (ome attempt will be made 
to recot'er at lead the underftandingot' 
their Letters : For Monfieur Petit's 
Specimen, in Sporis Mifcellanies, is all 
Dream; and that Learned Man, if he 
had been in Earned, would doubtlefs 
have given us his Alphabet, and the/n- 
fcriptions accordingly reduc’d into the 
Hebrew, or (ome other known Chara- 
« 9 xr. ’Tis true, he fays they are the 
Phoenician (probably the fame with the 
old Syriack ) Letters, (for Gruters Opi¬ 
nion, that they are Arabtck, is not to be 
defended,) but 1 refer the Reader to/d»- 
tony Ga/landius's Confutation of Mr.#" 


tit, in the fame Mifcellanies. 

After 
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After the Romans had extended their 
Empire into the remoter Parts of Syria, 
the Men of Palmyra , agreeable to the 
Pra&icc of the other Nations of the 
Eajf aflumed to themfclves a Praz-No- 
men, the Cudom of having Two Names 
having been taktn up by the Greeks 
and Syrians about the Times of Trajan ; 
and this Teems to be confirm’d by the 
Sepulchral Infcriptions at Tadmur, the 3> 4' 
mod ancient of which were crerded 
under Trajan , where the Names of 
Elabelus , Mannceus, Sorachus, Malchus, 
ValaUathus , Gicbus , Mocimus , dand 
alone, without any Prm-nomina; but 
in the Infcriptions of After-times, Sep - 
timius, RupiVuis , Julius Aurelius , fre¬ 
quently occur , which being Roman , 
were prefix’d to their Syriack Names, 

(as (ome of them iiad two Syriack 
Names, the lad having probably been 
g’went to thoTe who were adopted into 
other Families, as Tbavtius Mocimus , 
qui (*f Airanes, Julius Aurelius Zeno- 
bius.qui & Zaldilas —) the Fore-Name 
Septimius was in very frequent ufe at 
Tadmur , probably in Honour of Sep- 
timius Severus the Emperor, their Be- 
nefadtor ; The Fird of their Empe¬ 
rors was Septimius Odemthus ; their 
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only Emprefs, Septimia Zenobia ; their 
Great Mtn, Septim;'us Grades, and Sep- 
iimius Airanes Now, the Prte-Nomen 
being either Greek or Roman , the fecond 
the proper Syriack Name of the Perfon, 
was polt-pon’d to that, which was af- 
fum’d, ex. gr. Septimius Zenobius , Lon¬ 
ginus Cajfimus, Julius Aurelius Zenobi¬ 
us, Alexander Capadetus, Julius Aiirdius 
Ealmes { if it (hould not rather be read 
Palmes, for he is (aid to be a Roman, and 
a Gentleman of one of their Troops: 
Now, Palma is a known Name among 
the Romans ; Palma, the Conful and the 
Lieutenant-General to Trajan, in his 
Parthian Expedition, is very famous, 
s?nrt. who being of a contrary* Faction to 
mdr. p. Adrian, was flain at Terracina , by the 
4 ' Order of the Senate.) And for this 
reafon, 1 cannot agree with the Learned 
Mr. Halley , correcting the Goins of 
Vaballathus , and reading Airanes for 
Hermeias ; for it’s plain, that in thole 
Names the firft is Greek , or Latin, the 
latter Syriack ; which aifo confirms me 
in my Opinion, that Valallathus was 
the Son of Her odes (or Hercdiams) and 
that the Father’s Name w'as Athenas He - 
redes .* of which more hereafter. 

It is alfo obfervable, that the Palmy- 

renians, 
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renians, like their Neighbours the Arabs, 
with their own Names gave their Pe¬ 
digree, reckoning up their Anceftors, 
many times, to their Great-Grand- 
Father : This the Saracenic Hiftory 
puts out of all difpute as to the Arabs ; 
and the Inscriptions, as to the Inhabi¬ 
tants of Tadwur. 

Now to fliew that the Names are of 
Syriack or Hebrew Extraction, as the 
prte-Nomina of Greek or Latin, is an 
eafte Undertaking. Jaribolus, or Ja- 
riloleus , is Jerubbaal (Gideons Name;) 
Bareiches is Barachias, Barucbus , or Ba- 
rachus, ( of which Name were Baruch T j’ n - ?• 
the Prophet Jeremy's Scribe; and a 
Bifhop, BzQprjj&k, ’ErnawTrvi; 'Bzrjj.ld'cev, 
and Borochus the Judge in Jamllichus ) 

Ouorodes is Or odes, and Herod; Sor ce¬ 
des, Saruch, Nahars Father, Gen. tr. 
and in jamb liens's * Babylonicks, Sor<e- * dpud. 
elms, the Son of Sorachus the Publican, ^ ot,Co ^ 
makes a confiderabie Figure; Simon is 
purely Hebrew ; Valallathus is Ba- 
lathus with the Aralick Prtefix ; Bal, 

: Belus,Bolathus, and Balathus, the fame 
* Name in Damafctus ; Ballatha is the 
| Name of a Syrian City, in Ptolemy ; 

| and Sanballat ( i. e. the Prince Bal- 
1 k thus) appears, in Holy Writ, the Go¬ 
vernor 



g p 2 The Appendix. 

vernor of Mefopotama, 
tS vrcnzt/xS, He hem. 2. 9. and Fakl- 
lathus , in Fopifcus , is called Balbatus, 
for Ballathus. Bolamts was one of the 
7- ftilhops, who, in the Synod of Jnt'ml, 

3 condemn’d Taulus of Samofata. Mat- 
thus among the Men, and Martha a- 
mong the Women, are alfo ; 

Matthas , Matthat , Matthan , /Watta- 
thus; Airanes , Aar ones ; Jaraius, J air; 
Elabelus is Elbelus , or the God Bel — 
fometimes Alagbelus, Alagabalus, cor- j 
ruptly Heliogabalus. Mannceus is the 
7 h<4.i 3.2. Came Name with Manoah , or, as the 
LXX. Mat'ool, or Manahath, 1 Chron. 

1.40. ‘Zenobius was a common Name 
among the Phoenicians and Syrians. 

9 * Eufebius mentions two Martyrs of 

’ C ’ 13 that Name, who fuffer’d in the D/0- 
c/e/d» Pcrfecution, the one an admi¬ 
rable Phyfician , the other a Presby¬ 
ter of the Church of Sidon. Again!! 
Zenobius of Emefa, Ephremius the Pa- 
jP hot. cod. triarch of Antioch wrote a Learned 
22i ’ Tr;acUe. And Zenobius a Bifliop of 
Cilia a was Martyr’d in the fame Per¬ 
fection, with his Wife, and his Sifter 
Zenohia, fays Simeon Metaphrases-, and 
the Wife of E Aril feus the Emperor was 
alfo call’d Zenohia. Malech , Malcbus, 

<n«r1 
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ana Malcbion (of which Name was ah 
Eminent * Presbyter of Antioch, who * 1,3 L 7 - 
oppos’d Panins of Samofata the Here- c ‘ 2? ’ 
tical Patriarch of that See) are from 
the fame Original ; as is Malcchus To » 
dofaces, who was the Prince (or Phy • 
larchus) of the Arabians , in the times Anu Mar- 
of the Emperor Julian - and Melham, ceL /,24 ‘ 
the Name of the late Prince olTadmur, 
who treated the Englifb Merchants with 
fo much Injuftice. Zebeidas Zabdas, and 
Zabdilas , are the fame ; of which Name 
were Zabdas Bifliop of Jerufalem after 
Hymenceus, and Zabdi ( Jofo.7 .3.) while 
the ignorant Tranfcribers of the Hifto- 
rian Fopijcus have turn’d Zenohia's Ge¬ 
neral Zabdas into a Woman, (Fopifc. 
p. 217. contra Zenobiam, & Zabam 
ejus Sociam.) Samfus , Samfon, 
in the LXX. are of the fame Original; 
and from thence is Samp fa (or 'Ict/xAfe 
« ■)&.}!(jux-Tiic) Efdr. 4 . 8 . and Sam- 
faiceramus one of the Princes of Syria 
under Pompey, another of that Name, 
being the Prieft of Fenus under 
Gallienus ; and Sampfa a City in 
| Arabia, fays Stephanas, 'S.dyxZu 
i 7 t% ’A And Epiphan „ 

| biter, 5’3 > bAianot. And 

I: O in 
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in the fam cStephanus, 

fjAiW. 

Odanathus isalfo of a Syrian Family; 
of which Name was a Philofopher, the 
Scholar of the Junior Plutarch, fays 
Vid. 'o- Suidas out of Damafcius ( 
j'aivahQ-. ^73 2 £'j^xci? J Who ought to be re- 
mcmbred, if only for that one excel¬ 
lent Sentence of his, That it is very 
difficult, and next to mpoffthle , for Men 
either to think or /peak of God , as He is. 
John Malela always calls the. Emperor 
Enathus ; and he, being of Antioch , may 
have been prefumed to have underftood 
the Language, Names and Manners of 
in Marty- his own Country, Syria. And Eufelks, 
nb.i’aLft. aniopg the Martyrs of Palefline, U'/io 
A 333- f U iFer’d in the Dioclefian Perlecuticn, 
reckons Ennathas a Woman of Scythe- 
polis. And I have been enclined to be¬ 
lieve, that Enathus and Ignatius were 
the fame Name ( Ignatius only better 
turn’d topleafe the Ear of the Greeks mb 
Rowans,) and that, in Honour of Odte- 
nathus, Gallienus afTumd the Name, 
who, in two rare Coins in Monfieur 
*>’,£.413.* pat'm. and as rare an Inscription in 
t hi h.a. i Fulvius Vrjinus, is fly led Publius Li- 
smj-t. p. cinius Ignatius Gallienus: or as F. Bur- 
5C >" dm». 


The Appendix. 195 

duin, p. 3 30. from another Coin, Eg- 
natius. 

As to the Name Mocimus, I have been 
under fulpence, whether I Ihould cor¬ 
rect the Books from the Monuments, 
or believe that the Tranfcriber of the 
Inlcripiions might miflake a K for an N, 
which letters are not of a very diffe¬ 
rent make, and turn and read Monimus 
for Mocimus. * Jamblichus, who was In¬ 
born at Chalcis , not far from Edeffa, 
fays, that Monimus was the Mercury of 
the People of Edeffa: And f Damafcius, t A P uct - 
in the Life of Ifidore the Philofopher, pbot ; Cocf ’ 
lays that Jamblichus derived himfelf 
from Monimus and Sampfaiceramus, the 
Roytelets of Syria ; and the Crtticks V. x<*/- 
have corrected Stephanas, Tnffi vdAixv. y-v. 
reading for But 

fince-the Name occurs fo often in the 
Infcriptions at Taimyr a, and is al¬ 
ways written MdI am enclined 
to think that that was the right read¬ 
ing, and ought not to be alter’d, and 
that from thence Jamblichus and others 
are to be corrected. 

Nor is it to be omitted, that the Pal- 
myrenians, as well as other Nations, gave 
the Names of their Gods to their Princes, 

O 2 and 
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and llluftrious Perfons, as appears by 
the frequent ufe of Jaribolus, Mocimuy , 
Vaballathus, Elabelus , and Sawtpfaict- 
ramus , among them ; as of Adonijah, 
and Elijah , &c. among the Jews • of 
Beljlaazzar, and Nebuchadnezzar, among 
the Babylonians ; of Mitkrobarzanes, 
and Mithradates , among the Perfms 
of Taautus, Serapion, Heracles , £fcr<r- 
clammon, Ammonias, Ifidorus, Pfantm- 
tofiris » Or«r, Orion, &c. among the 
y Egyptians ; of Cronins, Pofidonius, He- 
phejl 'ton, Dionyfius, ApoBos, among the 
Greeks; of Itbobalus, and Abibalus, a. 
mong the Tyrians; of Annibal, Afdn- 
lal , and Maherbal , among the Cartha¬ 
ginians ; of Saturnisms, Jovianus, Mar- 
tius, Mercurialis, and Venerius , among 
the Romans. And in like manner the 
Cuflom prevailed over the Northern, 
and other Nations, as might eafily be 
proved. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. III. 

0/ their Publicity Office/: 

F ^Rom the Names of the Inhabitants, 

I proceed to confider the feveral 
Officers that managed the Affairs of the 
Commonwealth ; for the Senate,in whofe 
hands theGovernment w.as,and to whom 
Was the Dernier Refort, conftituted fe¬ 
deral Officers for the due Adminiftra- 
tton of the Duties of Religion and Juftice, 

And becaufe the Eaftern Nations 
were much addicted to Idlenefs, and 
great Lovers of Diverfion (few of the 
Turks, Arabs or Perjians of the prefent 
Age being enclinable to hard labour, 
moft of their time being fpent in fmoak- 
ingTabacco, and drinking Coffee,) in- 
fomuch that they too often prefer ’d 
their voluptuous Satisfactions (for they Afalel , „ 
fpent thirty Nights together in con-v^H 
ttnued Reveliings)to their Safety ; (for 
when Sapores, after he had made Va¬ 
lerian his Prifoner, faebt the City* of 
Antioch, they were fo intent and pufled 
O ? in 
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Awmian. [q feeing the Aft o r s of a Farce, that 
/ ‘ 3 ‘ c ' 5 ' till one of their Mimtcks, turning him 
round, told them with ah on iA. merit, 
that the Swords of the Perfians were at 
their Throats, they faw not hing of their 
Zofim. lib. Danger: And when the Emperor Ah- 
«p. 5 $. relian return’d the fecond time to Pal¬ 
myra, he furpriz’d the fame Awtiocbim , 
io intent upon the fight of their Rode- 
Races, that when they thought him in 
Thrace , he was in their Market-place.) 
I will firfl treat of their ' Ay oq^vccvo^, 
or Addilis, the Rich and Eminent Per- 
fon, who furnilh d the Money for their 
Publick Spe&acles, and was at the 
Charge of the Plays, though they had 
vi A.Ma- area ,t Bequefts often made to this pur¬ 
ify of pofe, and fometimes the Expence was 
£.12. p. defray’d out of the Publick Trealury ; 
3?2 ’ 2?3 ' (for that they had fuch an Officer itTad- 
mur, the Inferiptiom put out of all de¬ 
pute.) Their Original Office, it is true, 
was like that of our ( a) Clerks of the 
Market (ifnot at firft deputed to mfpeft 
the Temples, and their Reven ues, and 

( a ) Harl’ocrai. leyppipM, « ’v' J a ”g fll'dfllwv «' 

yivrtf. So the Etymolog. M tUfic. Ayeftn/s®* ' - 

fnuum. C.lojjar. vet. JEMit, AyeW*©*- . A5»atw/«*, -*• { 

Wiy.<§K ?***- ^foZ lnZl haiV. JW* 

for .yEM"* ^ 
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to file the Records,) where they en¬ 
quired into whatever was bought or 
(old, and regulaced the Prices ; and 
their number at Athens (fays Ariftotle , 
in his Book of that Commonwealth, 
cited by Harpocration ) was Twenty, 

Five in the Pireaus, and Fifteen in the 
City. But that which made them mod 
acceptable to the Common People, was 
their Secundary Employment,to enter¬ 
tain the Citizens with whatever might 
contribute to their Diverfion,upon their 
own Pocket; and perhaps it 
often happen’d, that the lame ados fame /udi- 
Perfons ‘who furnifh’d the icmck.i.i.'^corat. 

Expence, was the Prefident, commodare. /. 28. v. 
and Judge of the Games (both deam, argento, &c. 

.l„ s« / ,„j >1 adiles plebis lidorum 

the AryoQcf.vQf.txit, and Ay»vo- vm:a J grati!i frM . 
Ssth?,) who, if the whole Pro- tos. vid. Oromv. ob- 
vince met (the Kotvov $ ITaA- /crv ‘ L4 ‘ C ’ 2U 
iwpmg) was from the Name 
of the Country call’d the YlxhtMcnvx*- 
^vi;,as there were ’Amdo^aji, Aoi udoyao,, 
YoAxtolq^oui, &c. And therefore Rufji- 
ms, in his Verfion of the Martyrdom 
of St. Polycarp, renders ’ AmxQy%, in 
Eufebms Greek by Munerarius , the 
Perlon who managed the Expence of 
the Spettacula, very properly. 

O 4 This 


300 T be Appendix. 

This Generofity made fo deep and 
lading an Impreflion upon the Popu. 
lace, who are generally led by Ap. 
pearances, and fatisfy’d with Show, 
infers r ^ at they often ere&ed Monuments to 
ctiff. 6 . the Memory of their Benela&ors, for 
n. cssi. this very reafon. So the City of Tana- 
rium (in the Gulf of Sparta) celebrated 
the Glory of Tiberius Claudius Charito, 
in this noble Infcription : 

r H ttoAi? m Tict1ya.0J.cDv Ti ftl&tov KA ah- 
* f.yia* 1 - %YjV * XzyT&va. •r «o izov 7toA&1t lu> mfn- 

* V V V 9 / » 

<JWJ’AC 3 Ti 7 T IP/. T CtyO^CtVQfJMV CLVimo* 

piAo*n//ia<; (vziviv $. *Hoc eft. 
^v^wjuuirn /SbA yig. Subaudi irifmaiv, 

“ The City of the Tartarian* have 
“ honoured Tiberius Claudius Charito, 
6 ‘ their moft excellent Citizen, for his 
« great Prudence, and his unfpeakable 
il Magnificence, when he was the TEdile 
5 ‘ (or "Ayoexvyxoy) of their City. This 
<c Monument was ere&ed by the Order 
“ and Decree of the Senate. 

vid. o>5- In like manner Claudius Paulinas 

was rewarded by the; Senate and People 
Ti4j. of Smyrna ( for I conjedure that the 
Marble found in that City belongs to it) 
■ ■ ■ , • with 
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with a noble Monument ere&ed to the 
Memory of his Daughter; becaufe he 
he had been the General of their Tiorfe, 
one of the chief of their Council, their 
/Edtits, and Quefior, and Prejident of 
their Senate ( a ) (which laft was the 
bigheft Civil Honour lie could attain to j 
for even at Rome the Conful preMsd Fl! ”-. Pa - 
in the Senate, when the Emperor wa s neeyuc ' 
prefent, if the Emperor himfelfwasnot 
Conful.) Thus the City of Antioch 
ere&ed a Marble Statue in Daphne to 
Artabams , one of their Citizens, who Maid. 
was the fir ft Syriarcha who prefided^*^ 
over the Olympick Games celebrated 
that City in the Reign of the Emperor 
Commodus , with this Infcription, To the 
eternal memory of Artabdn. 

And thus the Senate and People of 
Palmyra , among the other Atchieve- 
ments of Julius Aurelius Zenobius , and 
of Septimius Orodes, celebrated them, 
that they had magnificently and fplen- 


( a ) Hefychius gives another fence of 
'O auy y’iuv crmuzKimiS ^ 4 . Aciwoi. Id. 'icrmlg^n -mvaS,, 
Vel'l 'asm^yeu cv vnvtt%i, m ovqimto, -my wrs.KTiv'mv yed~ 

turret crapitni^etum. —-Id. Tipuray/i, VanA-v;, *A$yav, 

•y. m. in far. j. marm.Oxon. f. 106. 

didly 
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didly difcharged this Office j particu¬ 
larly Zenolius, that he managed that 
Province, when he undertook it, with 
an extraordinary Liberality. For they 
diftinguiffit between what was done at 
the expence of the Publick, and came 
out of theTreafury, and what was ex¬ 
pended by the Officer out of his own 
Coffers; and themfelves took care, if 
the Commonwealth did not, to record 
Tranfaif. this Circumftance ; fo Bolanus is faid to 
j).99,103, have built an Altar, v, athisown 
I y charge j and Agathangelus , to have e- 
retted a Canopy, and a Bed of State, 
vid. pag. £)% ffiwv : And fo Septimius is faid to 
J ° 5 * have fupplied the Company (or Cara¬ 
vans of Travellers) i$wv. And 
Maid. Mareades, who had been one of the 

^390 Magiftrates of Antioch , was, in the 

Reign of Gal/ienus , by the Vote of the 
whole Senate and People, ejected out 
of the Government; becatife, whatever 
Party he was obliged to provide for in 
the Publick Horle-Races, he not only 
refufed to lay out any Money ol his 
own, but cheated the Publick of what 
was deflin’d by the City to thofe Di- 
verfions, (the Emperors afterwards 
Ena&ing, That whofoever was ap¬ 
pointed 
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pointed to infpeft the Ludi Circenfes, L - l °- 
which was the Office of the Duumviri,* 1 '*' 20 ’ 
and alienated or diverted to another ufe 
any part of the Revenue deftin’d to 
that Service, ihould be obliged to re¬ 
fund.) This Difgrace occahon’d his 
flying ’o Sapores the King of Ferfia, in 
thofe diffolute Times, to whom he 
gave an Account of the unhappy State 
of his Native Countrey, and the Care- 
iefnefs of the Inhabitants, which occa- 
flon’d the mine of that noble City, as 
is already mention’d, the Traytor him- 
Iclf being (acrificed by that very Prince 
whom he had invited \mo Syria, to the 
angry Manes of his abufed Country ; 
Beheaded (fays Malela,') Burnt alive 
(lays * Ammianus Marceflznus.) And * VIA jup. 
f Xenophon , introducing Socrates in- 1 ' oec»m- 
Itruding Critohulus as to what would be m,CmL ' 4 ’ 
expected from a Man of his Figure and 
Fortune at Athens , after he had inform’d 
him, that he muft very frequently be 
at the charge of noble Sacrifices, and 
magnificent Entertainments and Feafts, 
he adds, That it would be expe&ed 
from him, that he would be obliged to 
keep Horfes for the Publick Races 

(lszrTroT0op(cL$,Xopt\y!a.i; > }i ) Tv]iivcttncL%%!a<;,') 

and if he Ihould ever refute fo to treat 

the 
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the Citizens, they would punilh him as 
feverely as if he had robb’d their Houfes, 
So paflionately were the People of thole 
Ages and Countries addi&ed to the 
Spettacula, and fo much did they think 
them their due. 

BisMvrns. 

The Senators of Palmyra were Men 
of Eminence and Condition, and the 
moft Honourable Members of the Re* 
publick, and therefore ate fitted in the 
Infcriptions ( 'S.vfxAmm) 
MoH Illuflrious : But of thofe Sena¬ 
tors, fome, I conjedure, were a Hand¬ 
ing Council of State, (as the n fimw 
were at Athens, and in moft Common¬ 
wealths, fome fimilar Court j) for Ru- 
pilius Or odes is faid to be both a Senator 
and a Councilor (SuIk^hW?, k, Ba- 
x.n.n.i . . ) go that as the * BaAsor*and 

were diftinguifht at Athens, 
fo at Palmyra the ’S.vWMtika'i and B«- 
Xivroj had their Diftintftions. For as 
the Romans had their Senate, fo other 
Cities had theirs ; their Court of Al¬ 
dermen, who govern’d the People 
(their Duumviri reprefenting the Con* 
fuis.) of which Senators fome were 
Eminent and Principal for Authority 
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and Influence ; and fuch, probably, 
were the Bateum! at Palmyra , Men 
who had borne the Office of the Duum¬ 
virate, and for that reafon were not 
only of the Senatorian, but Confular 
Dignity, (ax. ^xStCKmwZv it, 'T 7 Tzmmv Marm. 2. 
as it is worded in another Infcription.) P- h°- 
The Name it muft be con- 

feft, is commonly given to every Mem¬ 
ber of that Court; fo the old Gloffary. 
BaAtcmte, Decurio, Curtail/ j called De- 
cur tones, becaufe whenever the Colonies, 
or Munictpia , were eftablifht, and the 
Government of thofe Cities firft infti- 
tuted, the Decurio (like our Alderman 
of the Ward) had his particular Pro¬ 
vince appointed, and his Number of 
Perfons, whom he infpedted (Nonius 
Marcel. Decurtones a numero, cut prte¬ 
nant, dicelantur,') but the whole Order, 
or aggregate Body, govern’d all the 
Inhabitants, and are therefore called, in 
the Laws, and ancient Hiftories, Decu- 
r'tones Civitatum, Muntcipiorum, & Co- 
loniarum. Great care (fays Tully ) was L.6. Efifl. 
ufed in the choice of fuch Governors, adSe i u 
the Names of the Candidates being, be¬ 
fore the Eleftion, propofed to the Peo¬ 
ple, that they might make their juft 

Except 
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Exceptions, if they had any, againft 
the Per ion. When any Pubiick Bufi- 

nefs was to be done, the Senators were 
folemnly fummonM to the C^urt j for 
Vid. m. out of the it Body the Duumviri were 
^i 0 c ^’ ?I chofen (who were to be nominated 
n. i. three Months before they entred upon 
their Province ;) as alfo the /Ediles, 
(and in home Places the Dictators and 
Praetors,} the Court being obliged to 
give immediate Notice to every Offi¬ 
cer, if abfent, whom they had ele&ed: 
The Infpeftion of the Treafury was 
committed to them ; they' were en- 
trufted with the Management and Dif- 
pofal of all Bequefts, and of the Pubiick 
Monty j they were to take care that 
the Granaries ffiould always be full, 
that the City might not want Bread: 
They impofed and levied Taxes: In 
ihort, the whole Management of the 
Commonwealth was in their hands. 

It mult be granted, that the Dif- 
change of the Office was very expen¬ 
sive, and ilrey were accountable for 
whatever Pubiick Money fhould be 
embezled or mifapplied, and were in* 
s.'icti.Jr. 1 - cumbred. with a troublefom Province ; 
f or t } ie Senator was not to leave the 

City, 


City, to go to the Court, either upon 
the Pubiick, or his own private Affairs, 
without leave from the Prefident of the 
Province: They were prohibited the ap¬ 
plying rhemfelves to a Military Employ^ 
ment ; and if any Man fcrupled to ferve 
bisCountrey .after he was chofen,theLaw 
compell’d him for two Years together 
to do the Office of a Duumvir (unlefs the 
Court exempted him, or he had the 
confent of the Citizens to excufe him ;) 
nor would flying to a Monaftery give 
a Protection ; a Religious Houle was 
not then a Sandtuary to skreen a Man 
from Civil Employments. And there¬ 
fore in the * Novels of the Emperor * aw 
Leo (afrer whofe Reign the word doth 
not occur in the Laws, nor is it to be 
found in the Baft Ik a) the Office of the 
Ducurio is ftyled £, ckiauirotzos 

hul^ylz, an Employment very bur- 
thenlom and grievous, and probably, 
the Perfon, when cholen, was obliged 
to give to the Pubiick Treafury a Summ 
of Money ; it being mention’d -f* as at Grut. 
great Honour done to Titius Chrefimus, 475 - 3 - 
that for the Merits of his Father, the 
Senate admitted him into their Society 
gratuitously, 01 merita Patris hottorem 

Decurio - 


Deem mat in gratuitum decrevit Or do 
Decurionum. 

But as the Office was thus molefted 
(inafmuch as it was fometimes inflided 
as a Punifhment for fome Offences) fo 
their Privileges were very great, and 
their Station very honourable j they 
were exempt from all extraordinary 
Employments, and from enduring, tha 
Torture 5 were not to be condemn’d 
to the Mines, not to be Burnt alive, 
thrown to the Wild Beafts, Crucified, 
or Beheaded, (but if Criminal, were 
Imprifon’d, and Fetter’d, till the Em¬ 
peror had declar’d hisPleafure, and de¬ 
termin’d their Fate,) and the Honour 
was derived to the Family, to the Fa* 
thers and the Children of the Senators, 
who were by this means ennobled ; the 
Men of Worth were capable of being 
chofen Members of the Court at Fif¬ 
teen ; and if any of them arrived to 
the Age of Seventy, or prov’d the Fa¬ 
ther of Twelve Children, he was ex- 
cufied from the Fatigue, while he en¬ 
joyed all the Privileges of a Senator; 
nor could he be compell’d to go out of 
the Province, unlefs in cafes of moft 
urgent neceffity. Their Body was 
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fly led Or do Decurionum; the Roll in 
w/iich their Edi&s were entred, Al- 
lum Decurionum ; their Habits diftin- 
dive and ornamental ( Decurionalibus omt. 
Fefiimentis Ornatus ;) their Houfes were 372. ?• 
fupplyed with Water upon the Publick 
Charge (ut Aquce digitus in Domo ejus id. 47 5.3 
flueret, commodifque Pullicis, ac ft de¬ 
curio frueretur j j and they were ca¬ 
pable of the greateft Bequefts, above 
Fifteen hundred Pound having been 
given by C. torafius , to furniffi out the Omt. p. 
Expence of a great Supper, annually 219 ' 2 ' 
provided on the Birth-day of his Son, 
for the Ducuriones of the City, and for 
a Largefs in Money to the Poor. And 
if any generous Perfon, when dying, 
left Legacies to the People, they were 
entrufted with the Difpofal, (as appears 
by the Infcripdons D. F. D. /. P. h. e. 
Decurionum fide dividenda in puhlicum.') 

And if the Emperor refolved to expr.efs 
his Indignation againft; any People, he 
denied them the Privilege of being ruled 
by a Senate of their own Inhabitants, 
and left their Lives and Fortunes to the 
Difcretion and Integrity of their Go¬ 
vernor, who was a Foreigner. So An- Dio. 1.*, 1 
guftus punifh’d the proud City of Alex- 
P andria: 
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andria ; for when he had conquer’d 
Egypt, he conftituted Cornelius Gallus 
their Governor, but would not permit 
any Citizen a fhare in Publick Affairs, 
while he allowed other Cities their Pri¬ 
vileges, ( -rule, ’Afaf'avtyiuoi ana fa- 
AitmSv ixAAivm^) and in this 

ftate they continued till Septimus Se- 

siveru"' V£rUS gaVe them ^ 3 US faleutarum) 
p! 7o. W ’ t ^ e liberty to be govern’d by their own 
Citizens ; and his Son Antoninus put 
them into the capacity of being chofen 
Senators at Rome , which, I conjedure, 
was one of the Privileges of the Decto 
ricnes in the Colonies. 

That this Title was very Honourable 
in the Colony of Palmyra, appears from 
Sextus Rufus , who calls Odenathus , be¬ 
fore he affum’d the Purple, by the 
Name of Decurio Palmyrenus, which 
Trehellius Tollio explains by princeps 
C wit at is; for the Senators were the 
principal Men of the Cities where they 
refided. 

7 r©^ Axmva.pi( 3 y j . 

In Imitation of the Roman Methods 
of Government, the Palmyrenians had 

alfo 
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alfo their rrocuratores Ducenarii * of 
which Order was Septimius Orodes, un¬ 
der Odenathus ; and Paulus of Samofata, 

) the Patriarch of Antioch ,under Zenobia. 
j The Original of the Office is to be de- 
| duced from the Times oi' Auguftus, who, Sneton.Ait" 
I for the better and more regular ?2 ' 

| vernment of his Subjects to the three 
| Courts of judicature, which had been 
formerly erected, added a fourth, ffyled 
Decuria Ducenariorum of an inferior 
Order, the Judges whereof, at their ffift 
Inftitution, were appointed to determine 
Caufes of kfs moment, but were in 
procefs of time advanced to a nobler 
; Junfdidion ; they were commonly 
; Men of Quality, of the Equefirian Dig- 
nity, though fometimes Liberti , (but 
in thofe days the Emperors Frced-Men 
made no contemptible Figure in the 
Commonwealth,) the Cuttom, before 
the Reign of Augujlus , was, that every Dio. 1. 53 ; 
Officer furnifht the Expence of his Em- ?• 5 °°'- 
plovment without any Charge ro the 
Publick ■ but that wife and munificent 
Prince confidering the Temptations fuch 
Officers, who were no way provided for 
out of the Exchequer, were expofed to, 
appointed every one his Salary : And 
P 2 from 
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from hence the Ducenarii had their 
Name, and not from their collecting 
the Tribute of the Provinces, and the 
Summs which they exacted (the Du- 
centefima) though that was a part of 
their Bufinels, as of the Proconful, where 
he prefided,but from the Penfion,which 
by the Imperial Conftitution was to be 
paid them (which Capitolims calls Du- 
cernm H. S. jlipendium , as the Law 
mentions the Procuratores Centenarii 
and Sexagenarii for the lame reafon.) 
For this Dio avers exprefly, whatever 
lome learned Men affirm to the con- 
Vb) fup. trary, — Ta? («t» y) rk 

to? 7i Koivch; 'sropcyoS'm wtAiyovTu/;, f, 
uJzVx apmv dvctAtenavTzs opoimI- 
’C'Ojxtv) 70?$ yt k, outv 

Taro d%idjoucl@i, ovofAxt, akr $ dpftf/d 

a.V7Vl'$ yzYlfAxiT&V ‘W^OG-, 

yfy'O ‘ the Salary being proportion’d 
to the Quality of the Perfon and his 
Employment,* the Summ being limited 
as well as the Office : For the Procu¬ 
rator was not permitted to levy Sol¬ 
diers, nor to raife larger Taxes upon 
the Provincials, than were appointed 
by the Emperor, or Senate ; he was 
obligede to refign, whenever required ; 
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and not to lingerin the Province after 
his time was expir’d, but to return to 
Rom in three Months. 

In a few Years their Authority was rmt.A*. 
enlarged, became great and illuftrious ; " aL 12 - 
Claudius obliged the Senate to enacf it* 

That whatever was determin’d by the 
Emperor’s Procurator, Ihould be lookt 
on as valid, as if himfelf had decided the 
Controverlie in Perlon. And when 
the Senate had Pall it as an A<3, it was l. i. d 
reckon’d among the Laws of the Em- dc °$ c ‘- 
pire. The Office was feldorti bellow’d Fnc ‘ C * f ‘ 
on a private Perlon, unlefs of extraor¬ 
dinary Merit, but upon a Man of Erni- 
nence, and a Favourite of the Empe- 

n° r ur : , He ^ as * rn P 0Were d to infpeft all id. vu. 
rublick Affairs ; but the proper Buff. A & ric - 

nefs of the Procurator, was to over-fee 
the Publick Revenue • his Office in the 
Province entitling him to the lame 
Charge that the Preefedi SErarii (the 
Lords of the Treafury) had at Rome - 
and it was a ftep to the Senatorial! Dig¬ 
nity, as that was many times to the 

ISSTn’* f ° r Pertim * was the PrOCU-Capholin, 
™tor Ducemnus in Dacia, before he PLni »«*’ 

affum’d the Purple. Their Title was 1 ’* 54> 

k&ti?©,., as appears by the Inlcrip- 

P ? tion 9 




tion, and by Holy Writ, (for Feflus is, 
Aft.zo. ^5'. call’d They 

had their Guards to proted them 
* E ‘ Ht "• ( Ao?'~>fo%vyjcOi ) lays * Etijebius , their 
y ' Retinue was great, and their Atten¬ 
dance numerous ; fometimes they re- 
prelented the Presidents of the Pro¬ 
vinces (Procurator C ajar is Viet Pr<efidis 
Prcvincix fungetur, (ays the Law ; and 
t < "’ rut - the old Infcriptions f Procur. Augujl. 

P- 37 6 - j>roleg. Provincia Rhetia, & Vindelic.) 

At other times both Offices were uni. 
Ii id.^.487. ted a for \\ P. Vi bias was both Prccu- 
rator and Prxfes of Sardinia : And 
whenever the Prefident refided in the 
Province, the Procurator was hisAf- 
fedor in the Courts of Judicature, and 
had an equal Vote in the Determina* 
tion ot iuch Caufes as were brought 
before them. This Power of malting 
infpedion into all Matters, often en¬ 
couraged them to very troublcfom, 
(infomuch that the Emperor Conjlanftine 
the Great thought fit to reftrain their 
Power, and regulate their Exadions;) 
and they were of old more particularly 
guilty of molefting the Primitive Chri- 
ftians, whom they perfecuted with ex¬ 
treme Severity, compelling the weaker 
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fort to Biafpheme, or Compound, 
while they caufed the refolute Confef- 
(ors to be tortured to Death. This the 


Movatian Commentary in, * Eulogius * Apu<t. 
demonftrates, that in the Perlecuuon 
begun by Decius and Valerian, Peren-214. g 
n'm the Ducenarius, by Order of the 
Emperors, purfued the Chriftians at 


Rome, and in the neighbouring Coun¬ 
tries, with the greateft feverity, mur¬ 
dering fome, and compelling others to 
commit Idolatry. About which time, 

Sc. Cyprian informs us, that Martialis £?•. 1 70. 
and Bajilides , two Spaniffi Bifhops, had Eclit - Oxot1, 


appear’d before the Procurator Ducena- 


rius, and had taken out Libels of Secu¬ 
rity from him ; that they had facrificed 
to Idols. And that which fupported 
Pau/us of Samofata, Patriarch of Antioch, 
againft the Catholick Church, which 
bad in a Synod folemnly condemn’d B<feb. 7 . K 
him, was, his Authority of Procurator 
to Zenobia his Patronels ; upon which 
he valued himfelf, for it fupported his 
Pride and Grandeur, and therefore 
chofe rather to be called by the Name 
of Ducenarius, than Bijhop, (and ac¬ 
cordingly he kept up the Rate of a 
Civil Officer, and Minifter of Juftice, 

P 4 had 
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had his Tribunal, and a Sublime 
Throne, together with his Secretion, 
(Secretarium, or Auditorium) Court of 
Judicatory, in the innermoft part of 
the Prcetorium, (eparated from the reft 
of the Hall by Railes and Curtains, that 
being the Place where the Chief Magi- 
ftrate ufed to fit, when he took cogni¬ 
zance of Criminal Caufes.) And in an 
Grut. 346. old Infcription, Q^Mlius Januar'm is 
1 laid to have been the Procurator of 
Ofroeue, and Syria CjdIc. 

Buc this was not the foie ftgtiificution 
of the word Ducenarius ; for by itfome- 
L2 . c.s. times was meant, one who commanded 
Two Hundred Men (fo fays Fegetm) 
as the Centenarius did One Hundred. 

ifici*' *-^ us * ^ l - Jerom mufters theOffi- 
.unixa. cers 0 f a Regiment, ?oH Tribtmm Pro 

mcerius., deinde Senator , Ducenarius, 
Biarchus , Circitor, Eques. So die old 
Glojfary , Ducenarius Aicinemozos. Dux 
f rhef. Ducenarius , in "f Goltzius . Vir Duce- 

p.i°u. n arius, as Salmafms reads the old lu¬ 

ll g F - 457* fcription in || Gruter. Tribunus Mili¬ 
tants Legionis Ter tics Italiccs ; not Du¬ 
cenarius Tribuni, as Scaliger lays in the 
excellent Index to that laborious and 
ufeful Work 5 though perhaps the im¬ 
pel fed 
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5 perfed words of the Infcription may 
I be fupplied, and read Procurator Duce - 
\ narius , Tribunus , &c. They are called 
\ frotekores Ducenarii in another Infcrip- 
.1 tion ; the Commaft- 

{ ders of Two Companies of the Life- 
] guards, who of old, as among us, were 
treated with the Title of Colonels , and 
I accordingly refpeded and paid : The 
| difference of Title between thefe Mili- 
j tary Ducenarii and the Procurators 
; confifting in this, that the Office 
| of the former was By led Dignitas 
Ducentena , of the later Dignitas Du - 
cenaria. 

T%$.[/, fAoCUjs. 

Among other Officers of Note and 
j Figure at Palmyra, the 
| or Secretary of the Senate and People, 
was very eminent; and among others 
who had been chofen to that Honour, 
! Malech Agrtppa is remarkable in the 
| Inscriptions, who a fecond time fna- 
| naged that Office, when Alexander the 
Emperor came into Syria. 

The Secretaries or Scribes at Rome 
tofere very numerous,being divided into 

their 
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Grut. p. 
S3 1 - 2 - 
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Tacit. An- their feveral Gaffes or Decuria, their 
* a ‘ • *3- Office obliging them to attend upon 
the refpe&ive Magiftrace, to whom 
they did belong, whether he were the 
Prat or, /Ed'tle, Quafior, General of the 
Fleet, or the High Priefi (or the War¬ 
dens of the Port at Athens ,) for every 
one of thefe had his Scriba ; the Em¬ 
ployment was very honourable, (for 
the Secretary was very little inferior to 
the Chief Magiflrate, either in Dignity 
or Authority, being often of the Firft 

hvin' Nobility,) fo fays Tally, 

tn m ‘ Scribarum Or do eft honeflus -- .quod 

eorum hominum fidei tabula publtcte , ft- 
riculaque Magijlratuum commitantur. 
He was Elected into the Office, fays 
VUinfr. Julius Pollux. And Ariflotle , in his 
Account of the Commonwealth of A • 
thens, affirms, that he was the Keeper 
of the Publick Records (and fully fays 
the lame) enroll’d all the Decrees of 
the Senate, and was an AflelTbr in the 
Courts of Judicature. And therefore 
Suidas is miftaken, when he avers, that 
they had no other Employment, than 
to Write, and Read, or Publilh the Or* 
^ ers the Senate : There were Three 
9, ii. ’ T^-fAface'll at Athens, of whom the 

Firft 
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Firft kept all the Publick Writings, the 
Letters and Decrees of the City, and 
he was chofen out of the YIpviziv&s by 
the Council: To the Second, the keep, 
ing of all the Laws was entrufted, and 
he aifo was nominated by the Council : 

But the Third was the Secratary of the 
People, cholen by the Commons, and 
he it was who read all the Writings of 
the People, lays the Scholiaft of Thucy¬ 
dides, or rather read all the Publick 
Orders both to the Senate and People : 

His Method of Proceeding is thus Rated 
by Awmonius , O /jav v f xytyx.xnv$ to In nse? 
fjJiv szts-Ztov rfd yty^xf-eyAvoev ^-v^it/o-Atzov 
wzyviZxrxav toT Sivjxx Ton ovojotet z\zyz 
t jzygxfiQT®*, iy -r 7 mnp%, ;y 70 
)y -r b\uov, og Anpto&ms 
Ar, lAAOcdivag Tlctjavizus fvftyux elirpzpet 
Toi'ovlk ‘ to jjAvroi S'zunzgov, ’ii iy Tzfmv, 

« vmyzv i/upavi^oev iy to. if*. The 
Grammateus having leveral Orders of 
Council in his Hand, which he was to 
publilh to the People ; he began with 
the firft,and read the Name of the Perfon 
who propofed the Decree, his Father’s 
Name, and the Name of the Tribe or 
People to which he belong’d, and then 
publilht the Decree it felf $ after which, 

he 
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he proceeded to the fecond, and third 
till he had publilht them all. 

The Name of the Secretary was al¬ 
ways inferred into every Decree, toge¬ 
ther with the or Preftdentoi 

of the Senate for the time being, or the 
Prcetor. Thus the Infcription at Agri . 
Crut. 401. gentum ( Gergento ) in Sicily, ’Em hpo- 
So7zt N upi<pothxp% to —‘■os-poctya- 

pSv1@„ to y^. 

peaUdAov-nx; ’A^g^wWos ’AA^dv^fus. 
And very often his Name had the 

precedence in the Decree, as appears by 

re , vcral h;fiances; * v E£&|a (ttAr, ^ 
ch.fA'jp •— K Aicylv/i; iyoptjA, jucirdSi, Bon3o$ 

f Thltcyd. £7Tc5-ar&t. "t TzS — Qcitm- 

yfcLm.' mc> Os* NmctAltz 
in warm. And in the Coins, the Name of the 
Ox. 45. Tpct^uctrAJi, as of a publick eminent 
Officer, from whole Year of Govern¬ 
ment the People made their Computa¬ 
tion, is frequently inferted, particularly 
in thofe of the Cities of Caria , where, 
I fuppole, the Tpa/Aput1dJ<; was the 
Chief Magiftrate. One of the Coins 
of Mylafa is faid to be ftampt Tpappta- 
UJovTog c Yb pin, (and Hylreas the Or3- 
| Lib. 14. tor govern’d the City, fays \\Smk) 
i9 ‘ So the Coin, of the Magneftm, 
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upon the Maander , in the Reign of 
Maximinus, was ftampt ypa/^cca. 
McsgwccvS. And another of the Ephe- 
fums, TpaptfuaWs ’Ag/^av, when Arifton 
ms their Secretary. And l’o Honou¬ 
rable was the Office, and fo Great the Aft. , 9 . 
Authority at Ephefus , that when the 
whole City was in an Uproar, and all 
the People of Afia fermented into a vio¬ 
lent Tumult, (for it is highly probable, 
that the Infult was made upon St. Paul, 
when the Ktw&v 5 A<na?, the Comma - 

vity of 4 fia, were met to celebrate their 
Publick Games,) he, by his fingle Au¬ 
thority and Command, difmift and 
difperfl: the riotous Aftembly. 

And I conjecture, that it was one 
realbn why the fame Perfon was not 
long continued in this Office, to pre¬ 
vent any milchievous Innovations which 
might be made in the Republick by an 
Officer who nad fa great a Truft, and 
had it in his Power to make himfelf 
very Popular. For it was a Law at 
Athens, That no Man fhould he twice V. Petit. 
PpypcccIdS*;, u >der the fame Magiflracy • de le d b ’ 
Though tu.. me Perlon might be 
chofen a fecond time, under new Ma¬ 
turates, as appears by the Palmyrene 

Infcrip- 
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Infeription ; for though fome Places of 
Truft were, by fpeci&l Favour, and 
upon great Merit, given for Life, fome 
of their High Priefts being conftituted 
Six. fata' yet, though Sigonius affirms 
the contrary, even the High Priefthood 
it felf was limited, and probably An- 
* Grut. nual in many Places. So * Papir/us 
448. 1. Alexander is faid to be High Prieft the 
fecond time (though in the fame ln- 
fcription he is called the Prieft of Bac¬ 
chus for his Life.) And in a Coin of 
the Magnejians, near Sipylus , Apphianus 
is laid to be Prcetor and High Prieft the 
fecond time. So feveral Cities were 
conftituted Ngcwwpoi, the fecond and 
third time. And T. FI. Treams (Gruter 
calls him JElianus) is {aid to have been 
the thirteenth time, dyuvoShris , in 
the Koipop TaAovncis. And Cleogem, 
petit, ubi in the Decree of the Senate and People 
fup.p. 232. of Athens , is {aid to have been the firft 
time Secretary iypafapixdoiv,) 

as Malech Agrippa manag’d that Pro¬ 
vince a fecond time at Palmyra. Nor 
was the Tpa.pcpta 1 dJ<; always a Civil Of¬ 
ficer, or Minifter of State, but fome- 
times an Ecclefiaftick, and Minifter of 
Religion ; for the High Prieft had al¬ 
ways 
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ways his Secretary j to which Office 
no Man was at firft admitted, but he 
■ who was of the Patrician Dignity. 

Thus Cl. Paulinas, in a curious Infcrip. v.Gntm. 
tion lately brought from the Levant, rT u 
is ftyled the General of the Horfe, the/' 146. 
Prutanis, sEdilis , Qucejlor , Prefident Mar m.22. 
of the Senate , Prefident of the Gymna - 
fum (or Gymnafiarchf) Majler of the 
Ordnance (or Armory ,) the Cuftos Rotu- 
lorum, and Secretary of the Olympick 
Games. Where we may obferve, that 
the I^a.y.jUctTzrpvXctl and TpctputcAdjc 
were diftmcft Offices, the one aCivil, 
the other a Sacred Employment: But 
that the firft alfo was very Honourable - 
for in another lofeription brought from 
the fame Place, T. FI. Onefmus Pater - mm. 
nanus y is ftyled the Mafler of the 0xxx ^ m 
Ordnance , the Guardian of the Temple of 
the Nemefes, the General of their Horfe, 
the Keeper of their Records , the Firft 
npvTxvk (or , Em?xTng,') the JEdile, 

Quceftor of the City, and honour’d 
mh many other great Offices as alfo, cm. p. 
that he was cholen by Vote that he 2I9 ’ 
was to take into hisCuftodythe Tables 
wherem the Laws were written ; that 
™ was obliged to preferve the Origi¬ 
nals 


The appendix* 

nalsof all the Leagues, and to keep in 
a ftrong Box all the Books belonging 
to his Office, and the Publick Affairs j 
and when he lhall be required by the 
Community, he lhail bring them into 
the Senate-Houfe ; and whenever the 
Society (hall chule another (Tpzfyta,. 

) Cuftos Rotulorum, he lhail de¬ 
liver up his Truft. 

B.ut in procefs of time, no Lay-man 
was permitted to be Secretary to the 
High Prieft, he was always chofen out 
of the inferior Sacred Orders, and 
in the old Infcrip^ions is (lyled Scrify 
4 Libris Pmtific dibits, who tranfcribcd 
and prderved all the Ritual, and other 
Books, that belong’d to the High Prieft’s 
Office, and many times he managed 
the Revenues of the Sacerdotal College, 
being the Treafurer of the Temple. So 
QjLngenuus Maximianus was Scriha?til- 
liens Pont if. ti? Curator JErarii , the 
Keeper of the Records of the Temple, 
(and Publick Treaties and Leagues, be- 
lides the Deeds of private Families, were 
for themoft part depofited in Temples.) 
And the Treafurer ; fo Neherniah made 
Shelemiah the Prieft, and Zadock the 
Scribe, and'the Levite pedaiab, T te3, 
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furers of the Temple (Nehem. 13.13.) 

And Ingenuus is fl y led Scriba Publkus y 
becaule the High Prieft had befides him 
(ss I conjecture) another private Secre¬ 
tary for his own Affairs. So Livius 
^beorn is laid to be al Ep'tftolis Greeds, id. 587. 6. 
Scriba, a Libris Pontificalibus. Such 
Publick Scribes belonging to the High- 
Pnefts, were thofe probably of whom 
we read in the Sacred Writings, the 
Chief Priefts and the Scribes being com- 
monly joined together, C’Aflucyxfc A 
l/) Mat. 16. 3. Mar. 10. 22 
J very honourable Station, for God is 
latd to imprint Glory on the Face of the 
Scribe, Eccluf.xo. 7.) and they conti- 
nued in Employment among the Jews, 
when the High-priefthood ceas’d, 600 
Years after our Saviour’s rime ; for 
when Gregentius introduces the cmi- Difputcum 
nent Jews, who attended their Cham- Her bam 
pion Herlanus to the Deputation about Jud ' 
Religion, at Tephra, he reckons up a 
multitude of Scribes , and Pharifees, and 
Lawyers, who were prefeat'at the De- 

™Vl t ^ eControverfie > they being the 
moft llluftrious Perfons of the Nation ; 

Tpaftua-Auv, £ So/uuWit- 
Vidkxv, —01 fM.yd.Ao 1 citinJu. ;. ■ 

Q, Among 


22 6 the Appendix. 

Among the chief Miniflers at Antioch 
MakU.i2..(a. City with which Palmyralnd a great 
T' 377 - Cotanicrce) the Secretary of the Olym¬ 
pian Games was habited, and worflupt 
as a God ,* for when Comma dm the Em¬ 
peror had confirm’d the Bequeft of So- 
fibius to the. People of Antioch, that 
every Fifth Year they might, for Forty 
five Days together, celebrate the Ohm- 
pick Games, the next Officer to the 
Alytarches (who was the Prefidentof 
the AfTembly, and made Laws for the 
good and decent Management of thole 
exports) u'as the rwho 
reprefented Apollo ; he was chofen by 
the Senate and People, clad, all the tiW 
tile Solemnity laded, in a White Gar¬ 
ment, his Head adorn’d with a Crown 
of pure Gold fliap’t like the Leaves of 
Lawrel, and was wor (lii.pt as if he had 
been Apollo. This Officer, if the Olym- 
pick Games were peculiar to Antioch 
in the Eaft, as to Bits.in-Greece, flo 
fays the learned Commentator on the 
Oxford :.MarbIes, though the above- 
cited Infcription in Honour of Paulim 
perfuades me to believe that the Games 
were alfo celebrated •at J5f»)‘m,) was 
alio peculiar to that City.But the reft 

of 
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of Afia had their other Games in Ho* 
nour of the Emperors (which were 
celebrated by tfie (K s ^y fTzAz* 
r.cci, Communities of Ajia 

Galatia, Bithynia, &c. wherein the 
♦ had a principal fhare. 
this Office, perhaps, was difeharged 
by Malech Agrippa at Palmyra, in the 
Games celebrated in Honour of Alex¬ 
ander the Emperor, when he came 
into that part of Syria, in the (Koivov £ 

ITaA yjjpmnz) general Meeting of the 
Inhabitants of that Province. 

At Alexandria, one Order of their 

Priefts were called lepoypz/u/zalue, C and 
among them, probably, he who was of 
more eminent Worth and Station was 
fty led ^^yypcty.ytalfui. Scribanm Pri- 
WW, ’^ aS amon § t ^ le d-iblors, the ’A^v(» 
pciQ8%@» was LtElortim PrincepsS of 
wliofe extraordinary Sobriety, Conti- 
nency, and other Vertues, together with 
the ir love of Solitude and Abftinences 
Cherce-mon the Stoick (who was of the 
fame Order, fay Tbcodorit and Tzetzes, Ap. Port6 , 
though Strabo (peak flightly of him) 
givss a large Account. And St. c/e- 1 ‘ 4 ‘ 

u'w ^fwdria deferibes their 
abtt ; * 'o ttpoypxftuctVJs ■zopoi^if) * 2>,v.. 

Qs ’ l i'ycvv l ' 
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fiupatiie, Gifafa 

**, ^ 6 ?°\ K) KSt-AvcL QA> & 7075 Jffcpai 

AteAar, ^ %o<“^ fi ypdpxtn, it, to. #' 

That the Sacred Scribe had Wings on 
his Head (like a Mercury ;) that he 
carry’d a Book in his Hand, and a Pot, 
oi* Vefiel, (Tor fo { render K avova, not 
Regulam, as the Interpreter ; For who 
carries Ink in a Rule? Ink mud be 
carry a in a Via!, or Pot. So Hejych. 
Karoj/, Ka.vvxv, Kctvtlpzv (lege Kcljizp'j 
Kzvwxcv, as I would correft the learned 
Grammarian. Id. KawSv, Karina, 
Ainxct^/zv • and (o Kawip^pos, ’A y.pplj; 

rv/^pMv, n to yc^vxv (pipxtra.) in which 
was Ink, and a Pen, to write with: 
His Provence was to be acquainted with, 
and to know exactly the Hierogiyphicks 
of the Egyptians, to underftand Cofmo- 
graphy and Geography, the Motions of 
the Sun and Moon, with the Influences 
of the Seven Planets, the Chorography 
of Egypt , the Delcription of the River 
Niks, the Ufo of the leveral VdTelsand 
Inftrumems employed in Holy Offices, 
the flate of all Confecrated Places, the 
feveral kinds of Meafures, and what¬ 
ever eKe was necefliry for the accom- 
pliihing their Sacred Studies. For in 

Egypt 
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Egypt the Priefts were obliged to make 
themfelves Mailers of the Thirty fix 
Books of Hermes, which contain’d their 
Sacred Philofophy, treating of Religion 
and Nature, (the other Six Books of his 
Works being Medicinal,*) among whom 
eh? Prophet (the Chief Prieft, or free* 
fsff of the the Temple) was bound to 
Jearn Ten for his part (called %pan^ 
the Sacerdotal Books') wherein 
Hermes treated of the Laws, and the 
Gods, and the whole Difcipline of the 
Priefthood • the Chanter ('Tl^, or 
r Y 'piva&Gs,) the Sro At9ui (or Tepos-oAisvw, 
as Cheramon calls them) with the lepo- L.u/Hm. 
ypa;a 7 ucil&<;, being obliged to learn the 
reft. And Or us Apollo fays, that he 
who would deferibe an "hpoypxf^ua.. 

Mx in Hieroglyphick, ought to repre- 
Pent him by Ink, a Sieve, and a Reed : 

Of the Reed the Egyptians made their 
Pens, fo that Ink, and a Reed, denoted 
his Profeflion ; the Sieve (which alfo 
was made of the Reed, or Bulrufh) 
his Condition and Quality, that he was 
well provided for, and had leifure to 
ftudy, thofe who want Bread being 
compell’d to apply themfelves to Me¬ 
chanical Trades. And the lame Au- 
0^3 thor 
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ihor informs us, they were Judges of 
Life and Death, not that they pro- 
nounced the Sentence of Condemnation 
upon Criminals, or granted Pardons 
or Reprieves but that in times of 
Sickncfs, they determin’d whether the 
Patient lliould live or die: ’E 

Upoypciy/u.ot 1 djm £, /8//SA0; hoy 
p&.hs/Mw ’Ay.fipK, (which is, I doubt 
not, _ an Egptian word, nor does it oc- 
cur in any Lexicon , only in Hefychm 
I find SvpxirLjGiv dp rtf; 

'tfxfe* and perhaps 'Ayfipn; is © 2pCT ^ 
'.n;cn') lor the lipoypxyycxIdGg had a 
Sacred Book, which they called Amlres 
(probably a Medicinal Treatife, one of 
the fix Books of Hermes , which he 
wrote upon that Subjedf) by the In- 
fpedtion of which, they judg’d whether 
the fick Perfon would either die, or 
recover. So much for the Tfuflu* 
‘U'g. 

it is unqueflionable, that the Hea- 
thens treated their Mock-Deities (and 
fihey did fo in Imitation of what the 
True God himfelf commanded the Jews 
; under 
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under th e Mofaical Conftitutions) as 
great Princes ufe to belerv’d. The 
Temple was the Palace of the God, the 
Priefts his Servants; he had every Day 
his Sacrifices, (and the Heathen Notion 
was, That the Deity liv’d upon the 
Steams and Blood of thofe Oblations, 
as the True God is (aid to fmeUafiveet- 
fmelling favour.') The Temple was 
nobly furnilht with whatever might 
ferve for Pomp or Ule, ; with- Tables 
(on which the Meat-Offerings and 
Drink-Offerings were prefented,) with 
Tulvinaria and Leflifternia; with Beds, 
and Pillows of State, whereon he might 
reft himfelf, (for they believ’d him Per- 
fonally prelent in the Place that was 
confecrated to his Honour, as the True 
God dwelt in the Santlum Sand drum) •' 
and whatever other Utenfils were re- 
quifite; And on the Days of High So¬ 
lemnity, the • People were entertain’d 
at the Expence of the Idol (tho’ them- 
(elves pay’d for it, part of their own 
Sacrifices being deputed to that ufe) 
with Mufick, and afplendid Eeaft, par¬ 
ticularly on the Anniverfary Fcftival of 
the Dedication of the Temple and a 
Matter of the Feaft was conftituted to 

Q, 4 ttc 
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fee all things managed with decorum 
and in good Order. This Officer, pro’ 
bably, is called, in the Sacred Writings 
&Q}lp.nhiv%' in the Palmyrene | n ’ 

feription, SyyttTroala^os n Aic?B«Aa 

iepw- the Sympofiarch , in the Sacrifices 
& Jupiter Belus ; which Office was 
uilcharg’d by Septimus Orodes. Varro 
calls the Sympofwch, Modimperator ■ 
Arrian, Bacrr^iv;' Plutarch, fometimes| 
^v^TronnUpuTavti, at other times 2 u J 
1 °,® ni A ?tf*> or ZvjumoiAu Bzo^k 
The Place (as well as the Entertain¬ 
ment^. was called IS.vjuo'nicnov. Hefyt, 
Zvpmxnor, Tt-Troe £ 4 ^, The 

oeats,or Couches, whereon the Guefis 
were placed,. KA.k, s^ook So the 
U . T ^Gloffary. Leclus Genialis, KA/WV 
' * ^ 0<n8 /)- 3 u kus Pollux fays the Swam- 

(larch was the Curator, the Diretforand 
Governor of the Feaft , (the T^ TOf > 
or in Arijlophanes ,) and that 

*. . “ e w as ehofen either by Lot, or by 

I. U c? 5 Vot ll by Lot ’ % s Trwi 

in a Treatife written on purpofeenthis 
Subject with great accuracy, as if he 
had been forming a Statue of Wax, hr 
tS’ u % Sympofiarch ought to lehave hmfdf 
probt.f ‘% s j f That in his time the Practice 

was 
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was grown intodifufe, (I fuppofe he 
means in Private Feafts ; for in Solemn 
Feftivals, [ queftion not but it was pre- 
lerv d,) and that he and his Friends 
would endeavour to reftore it ; That 
the ding (fo he calls the Sympofiarch) 
was crown’d, after he had been chofen 
by the common Confent of the Com¬ 
pany ; That his Province was, to make 
and impofe the Laws of Drinking • 

That he ought to be a Man of Skill in 
that Exerciie, and a Man of Prudence, 
to consider that he govern’d his Friends,’ 

( That a Tyrannical Adminiftration 
would mif-become fuch a Prince,; and 
10 to order the diftribution of the Wine 
according to every Man’s capacity, 
that no one in the Company might 
prove trouble-fern in his Drink, and 
lo to mix Water with every Glafe 
that every Man might be able to bear 
tt: By which Method they did wind 
up every Man’s Humour to fuch a peg 
. at - tbe diffonant Tempers, as Difcords’ 
in Mulick make Harmony, might pro- 
mote the Mirth and Good Humour of 
the Company. He blames feme Men 
who turn’d the Room into a Court of 
Juitice, a School, or a Play-houfe, intro¬ 
ducing 
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ducing Orators with theirDeclamations, 
Mufick and Dancers, all which he 
diflikes. He didinguifhes between Pri. 
vate and Publick Feafls ; between wbat 
was Sacred, and what not 5 and cen- 
fures Alcibiades and Theodorm, that 
they managed the Private Feaft of Po¬ 
rtion, as if it had been an Entertain¬ 
ment at a Solemn Sacrifice ; for they 
had their Torch-bearers, and Eccle- 
fiadical Officers who explained the 
Myderies {Hierophantte,) whereas no¬ 
thing (hould be (aid or done in fuch a 
Meeting, but what is agreeable to the 
Defign 5 That a drift decorum ought 
to be obferv’d in fuch Meetings ,• That 
a Man with a hoarfe Voice ought not 
to be commanded to firig, nor a lame 
Man to dance, nor an old Fellow to 
comb his Bald Head ; That the Mi- 
tut ion was ferious,tho ? the Management 
pleafant and jocular jand that aReward 
was given to him who (hould entertain 
the Company with any thing that was 
new and diverting, provided it were 
comely and honed. Thus Plutarch, 
That all the Company obeyed the 
Mader of the Fead, is plain from that 
vb) fur. pafiage in Arrian, who (ays, That in 

the 
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the Saturnalia the King was chofen by 
Lot; That he commanded every one in 
Company, and order’d hi m his Bufi- 
ncfct TJpocdcmi ah *wyS, at) -Ap^avv, ad 
Kmvjlege ami) tfic. Drink you, and do 
you fill, while the third Man fims ; Go 
you home, you have your Qofe, and come 
you in:— And every Man obeys, led 
he (hould didurb the Mirth of the Com¬ 
pany. The Rule of Drinking was 
liated and known, every Man accord¬ 
ing to his capacity, the Sympofiarcb 
being Judge, and every wife Man as 
much as he pleated. So when the King 
0} Perfia made his Fead to his Subjefts 
[ijommpzrov ,the LXX. render it) they 
all drank according to Law, fo fay our 
Translators but the LXX. & 

^poa&tfMvoy v Oyuw, not according to the 
Rules which were ufually preferred 
by the Mader of the Fead, every Man 
drank what himfelf pleafed. And when 
Agejilaus the Great , being cholen fh P , 
aSkt 

no nil d the Wine, what quantity of i<TC0Wr * 
Liquor he Ihould give to every Man > 

If there he much Wine (fays he) me 

TdfiJ- v much as be f hut 

- c> d lV! de it eijuctl. And I queflion 

not 
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not but thefe Rules of Drinktoj^vem 
obferved in Solemn, Publick and Reli. 
giousFeftivals, as well as in Private En¬ 
tertainments, fince much of the Pam 
Religion confided in good Eating and 
Drinking, and other Methods of Jol¬ 
lity. J 

£ Xlnyug. 

Nor were the Senate of Palmyra only 
concern’d for the immediate Rites of 
their own City, but they chole out of 
their Men of Condition, one or more 
to inlpedt the Places in their Neigh¬ 
bourhood, dedicated to their Religious 
Worfbip. So Bolanus the Son of Ze- 
volius , the Nephew of Airanes, who 
was the Son of Mocimus , the Grandfon 
of Matthas, was the Curator of the 
Fountain dedicated to Ferns , at Nacle 
(or Naclis) a City that was fituate be- 
tween Heliopolis (the Syrian Heliopolis) 
and Billtts, under Jari&olus, who being 
one of their (HaIp<Soi 0 soi) Countrey 
Gods, was the Prefident of the Place. 
Of Jarilolus I flialf treat hereafter ; at 
prelent, of the Overleer or Guardian 
of the Fountain. The Curators (that is 
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the true Roman Name) were thole who 
probably luperintended the Repairs of 
the Fountain, colle&ed and improved 
the Revenues, and made Provision for 
the great Crowds who came thither to 
conliilt the Oracle, or vifited the Place, 
out of (miftaken ) Devotion, at the 
lolemn times appointed : They were 
the /Editui Fontium , or the Ibiyo- 
ftopot. 

There were leveral forts of ’Eto/ac- 
Med among the Antients, who had 
their Denomination from their Con¬ 
cerns : The Overfeer of the Appian 
Way ( E’ 7 rtfA 6 ?\.Y\'T?i$ & £ ’A-zinrla?) occurs 
in Grater, (and the People of Spain p. 495 . 2 
were for a while very eager Difputants 
for the Honour of a new Saint, whofe 
Tomb they had found, call’d St. Viar y 
through their miftake of a broken In- 
fcription,of which only thefe Fragments 
remained S.FlARye.Curatores Vi arum.} 

So the 'AywoSiTc&f were rheOverfeers 

“L tW vf ames \ & y s r°ii»x-L. 3 . 

tiniAjcMIou. And Princes are 
laid to be ’Em^-Mcd ©s£V— virmtotov— 
Prefervers of the Rights of Religion, 
and of their Subjefts. The Curators 
0 the Imperial Palaces and Revenues 

were 
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* Lib . < 5 , 

p- 411. 


Arijtot, 
r r. ttca/J. 
'ASm. 
Apxd Har 
focraU 


were Men of rhe Senatorial and fom Ci 
times of the Confular Dignity, (av s 
Agathim: ’AvutdAm 7$ fr rft 
/SaA^I dvcLytypctfAfjAvtov — a^p a r fj , 
V 7 ZUTW d%pWfAMfM» Wy £, TO 

V&vroct irBs&acj, £ 'QnfdX&.ca r/f 6 z- 
01 A£%; oixw 75 )l KTHfAeirw cioylfr fa. 
p 7 zi. h rfrits tyASa P*. 

AtaMo/. And the Wardens of the Port 
at are fly led ’E^e/a ’Em/w 

A» 7 om in Harpocration , who in (petted 
the Ships, that bought Corn into the 
Port, and took care that the City might 
not want Bread. They were, (avs 
* Dionyfas of Halicarnajjits, 'T-mphy 
7^1 fru/fryw, atwcteyovms, £ &. 
Ws-aT, Aflitiants to the Demarche at 
Athens, Copartners with him in fits 
Government, and Judges of Caufes: 
But now, fays he, from one part of 
their Bufinefs, they are called %pw?v- 
nsw ’Eth pLiXifmt), the Guardians of Holy 
Places. The Truft was thought too 
great for any fingle Perfon. At Athens 
the number was Five, the Prefiient (or 
BzaiMvs,) with Four AfTefTors, who 
. Were chofen by the People, two out of 
the Citizens in general, the third out 
of the Eumolpid<e t the fourth out of 

the 
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miTanmny. ■ i, _ - 

I 

[ the Ceryces (the Defcendants from Eu- 
molpus and Ceryxl) In th zPanathemea 
j & Dionyfia their number was encreafed 
J to Ten, one out of every Tribe ,• but 
I their Bufinefs was only the over fight Pollux. 

| °f the Games (the Wrefllings, Horfe- ( 8 * r * ?* 
I races , and Mufick ;) And when the ' c ’ 8 ‘ 

| greater Myfteries were celebrated, Ten 
| inferior Priefts (iapoTracJ) were added to 
the B xoiAivs and ’EotawAhtk}, as Affi- 
ftants in Sacrificing. 

But though the Number at Athens, 
of their Curators of their Myfteries and 
Sacred Places, were but Four; at Made 
its plain, they were more, from the In- 
feription. Eight at the leaft, and how 
| many more we know nor. At Ancyra 
in Galatia , the , E'm/jui?wrns hp£>v 'rcnr&v 
\ was a Perfon of great Honour, from 
i whofe Office they commonly dated 
their Infcriptions, the Senate and People 
creainga Monument to the Honour of y .Mam.,, 
Fulvius Ruflicus JEmiliamis their Bene- m ^ eum - 
faftor, E-m/MhufAtvit MivoTnafii'is s AAe|- f ' 
avopx,^ when Menoteshius Alexander was 
their ’Em/wArms, (fo I am enclined to 
tender it, not that he only took care of 
the infeription.) Another Infer ip tion Mmn. 3 
was fet upto the Honour of T.FlXceanus, b m*- 
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were Men of the Senatorian, and fomc* 
times of the Confuiar Dignity, (ays 
A gat hi as: ’AvcctdAiov & °yj aufafcu 

dvxytypx/yyAvoev — ctr^px T >jf 
VTrtkm afx nnyv./xivov^ 'srfafy. n 

$pj,vtoIL' % 'QnfaAHxv rf fa. 

cnhtcos ctxaV' 7s £ K^outjnv deyfw dM- 
p>7u. r^.'mocpq b\ r£nss t^Kfa p*. 
/Womoi. And the Wardens of the Port 
at Athens are flyied ’E^eis 
Mloj in Harpocration , who infpe&ed 
the Ships, that bought Corn into the 
Port, and took care that the City might 
not want Bread. They were, fays 
Halkarnaffus, f T mphetf 

ev.ysj.oyuv t ;y aLUixoyovrut;, ^ k- 
Aflittants to the Demarchm at 
Athens, Copartners with him in his 
Government, and Judges of Caufcs: 
But now, fays he, from one part of 
their Bufinefs, they are called %pw to- 
ttw ’EmpLiAnmt, the Guardians of Holy 
Places. The Trufl; was thought too 
great for any (ingle Perfon. At Athens 
the number was Five, the Prefident (or 
BznAeus,) with Four AfiefTors, who 
were chofen by the People, two out of 
the Citizens in general, the third out 
of the Eumlpida, the fourth out of 

the 
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the Ceryces (the Defendants from Eu- 
l molpusmd Ceryx) In the Pan at hence a 
\ & Dionyft a their number was encreafed 
i 'to Ten, one out of every Tribe ; but 
! ^eir Bufinefs was only the overfight Pollux. 

I of the Games (the Wrefilings, Horfe- ( 8- r< 
j races, and Mufick:) And when the ‘ 
greater Myfteries were celebrated, Ten 
inferior Priefts (igpoBraol) were added to 
the B xmAifa and "ETn^A/Tra:/, as Affi¬ 
ants in Sacrificing. 

But though the Number at Athens, 
of their Curators of their Myfteries and 
Sacred Places, were but Four; at Nacle 
| its plain, they were more, from the In¬ 
scription, Eight at the leaft, and how 
many more we know nor. At Ancyra 
in Galatia i the EmpuiTvtnuc, t&pxv twtEop 
was a Perfon of great Honour, from 
whofe Office they commonly dated 
their Infcriptions, the Senate and People 
ereftinga Monument to the Honour of v .AUm.x, 
Fulvius Rujlicus JEmilianus their Bene- m Memor - 
faftor, "E-Tn^AaixivH Mm'mafaz ’AAs|- S£"‘ P ' 
aMpu,.when Menoteslius Alexander was 
their ’E-wi/a^Ahth;, (fo I am enclined to 
tender it, not that he only took care of 
the Infeription.) Another Infcription Mam. 3 . 
was fet up to the Honour of T.Fl.Tceanusf' f 4 f - 
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’A^ozAda (when Agepluus 
Secmdus was Phylarchus, fo they call’d 
the Commander of the Horfe of every 
Tribe, who was a Lieutenant-General 
to the General of the Horfe, (ays # 4r . 
pocration ,) Flavius Afclepius and Au¬ 
relius Afclepius ( ^•TnfjucXHfjiAvoev') being 
Curators, for there were more than One 
at Ancyra ; and fometimes the fame 
Perfbn was both the Phylarchus and 
^142! 4 * Another Infcription to 

the Honour of the fame Tceanus being 
ere&ed iy 

YlagsfAa, $uhag%Sv1@ u iy 5 E <7 

’Avjwl* ’Av'mvtAvH) when Poflhumm and 
Antonias Antoninus were both 
and ’ETn^AaW. But this 1 propoie 
only as a Gonjedure, and (hall be glad 
to be corrected, if miftaken. 
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CHAP. IV. 

I Of *betr Idolatry and Superftition. 

I Shall not undertake to fix the 
Epocha of the Original of idolatry ,, 
nor determine what Creature on this 
fide the Higheft Heaven, which is the 
Throne of the Great Creator of the 
i World, was the firft Ob|e£fc of Super- 
| fiitious Worlhip ; but I have great 
; reafon to believe, that when Religious 
| Adoration was firft transferred from 
1 J“ e True God, it was given to the 
I Heavenly Bodies, to the Sun and Moon, 
they being the moft illuftrious Vifible 
part of the Creation, and for ought 
that any Man, the oldeft in the World, 
could remember or know (further than 
Revelation gave him infallible Inftru* 
ction) might be, as they have conti¬ 
nued Unchangeable and Incorruptible 
in their Nature, fo Eternal in their Du¬ 
ration, they having been made and 

IL X V5 K their S ,onous Spheres, before 
the firft Man’s Breath was breath’d into 
nis Noltrils from Above: Whereas the 

R older 
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older Heathens knew the Pedigree, and 
the times of the feveral Births of their 
Saturns and Jupiters , and the whole 
Race ©f Gods derived from them ; their 
firfi; Books of Heathen Divinity being 
written upon the Suijift of the Theo- 
gony , or the Generation of their Gods. 

But befides the Antiquity of their 
Original, their UfefulneR and Benefi¬ 
cence to the World was another Encou¬ 
ragement to the Worfliip of the and 
Moon j (and if we examine the late 
Pretenfions of Polythezfm , we (hall find, 
that in a great part it proceeded from 
this Belief, That fuch and fuch Perfons 
having been Benefactors to the World 
in many ufeful Inventions, they were 
for thole Reafons, after their deaths, 
Deify’d and ador’d.) For what greater 
Blefiings were the Heathens lenfible of, 
than what theS«#, and, in a left degree, 
the Moon bellowed, who not only di- 
flinguilht the Seafons of the Year (the 
variety of which are necdlary to the 
Produ&dcns of' the Earth, and the 
growth of Animals) and regulated the 
Computations of Time, but gave to all 
Creatures Health and Vigour, and the 
Preservatives of Life ,- Light, the firfl: 

Blcffiog 
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BJetfiog the World ever law, and the 
trueft Emblem pf the Divinity ; and 
Heat, and genial Warmth, to cheriffi 
and Promote the Eafe of Mankind, which 
alfo produc’d all things neceflary for 
Life, form’d Minerals in the Bowels of 
the Earth, and regulated the Motions 
ol the Sea. 

And when fome of the moftlmcient 
of the Eaftern Sages, finding fome Dif- 
I cords in Nature, which they could not 
reconcile, agreed to afiert two Firft 
Principles of Qood and Evil, yet they 
chofe the Sun to reprefent Both fas a 
common Agent in both their Names-) 
bceaufe when the Sun was in their Ho* 
fizon, they were Partakers of its Light, 
and its Heatbut when it retir’d, they 
were cover’d with Darknefsfunlefs fup. 
plied by the Moon) becaufe his Influences 
gave Life, and promoted the Geneva* 
tion of Animals, but his Abfence intro¬ 
duced Corruption and Death. And to 
preferve the remembrance, fince the 
Sun was not always in view, the Orien¬ 
tals maintained an Unexftinguiflit Fire 
to reprefent it (nothing here below 
comeing f 0 near to the linage of that 
great Light, as Fire.') Np r . did. thole 

^ i ' Sages 
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Sages believe thole glorious Planets to 
be meer Machines fix’d to their Orbs, 
but, as the vlatomfts talkt of tntelli' 
gences, who mov’d thole great Bodies, 
(o they thought them the Refidences 
of the Divinity (the Senfihle Sun to be 
the Seat of the Intellectual Sun.) And 
fo th^ Manichees, who had their two 
fir ft Principles from the Per fan Magi, 
aver’d, that our Blefled Saviour dwelt 
in the Sun : And therefore they, con* 
trary to the Chriftians of thofe early 
Ages, who conftantly and at all times 
ador’d toward the ZTafif, dire&ed their 
Worlhip toward the Sun, in what part 
(oever of the Heavens he was, believing 
that to be the Tabernacle fix’d for our 
Blefled Lord, in which he liv’d and 
mov’d. And among the Egyptians 
(between whom and the Ferfim, or 
Chaldeans, there was a Difpute for Se¬ 
niority in the Schools of ancient Learn¬ 
ing) they had a Tradition, That the 
firft Books of Religious Worlhip were 
given to them by a Hawk, who brought 
them to the Priefts of Egypt from the 
Sun, whofe Bird the Hawk was, and 
by which they reprefenred that noble 
Planet; as they did alfo Ferns, fays 
Horapollo, And 
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And its unqueftionable to me,that2W v. sen 
Moloch,Milcbom, Rimmon, ChemofhJLhiun t ? iis 
Nifrocb, tfergal, and feveral other Dei- JW * 
ties mention’d in the Sacred Writings • 
as alfo Saturn, Jupiter, Hercules, Ofiris 
Belus, Apollo, Mithras , Mamas, &c 
were no other than the Sun; as Afiarte‘ 
Z/rania, Ifis, Milytta, Alt lath, Cylele 
Juno, Lucina, Diana, and Venus, were 
no other than the Moon. The Phte- 
nicians call’d the Sun, £ pzvS ©& 

( fays Philo Byllius ) The only God of 
Heaven, who hears all Mens Prayers 
and infpedts all their Wants, fays Or¬ 
pheus, (and from Orpheus the Pythago¬ 
reans, as from Pythagoras the Plat mills, 
and other Greeks, receiv’d their Know- 
!edge of the Gods, fays * Proclus, out * in plat 
of Pythagoras himfelf,* *Ama3w 4> ^ Tim&um s 
* P&IW ■xupa&nv; Ski nvd-ctyfa 
w a ^10} tfy Q i£v 

The King, Cays Julian 
(/.e. Moloch) the Governor of all 
Things. And the Moon is call’d the 
Queen of Heaven, in Holy Writ; and 
the Mother of the World, in Alexander 
°‘ dp hrodif as , and Plutarch. For 
though the Heathen Deities were wor- 
Inipt differently in different Coyntreys, 

R 3 and 
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and under different Names, they had all 
relatioh to the fame thing, fays Arte- 
o vu&k. widows, ( *A7\\oi j) aVhcnq nujzjoi ©«£■ 

t.i.c.$. yu oujto <r etvdQoggiv iym 

r ’ 14 ‘ ymvnt ;') And this f fhall briefly 
prove. 

That the Sun is defcribed under that 
variety of Names, is plain from the 
ancient Writers and Infcriptions: Sa- 
* Ad mu- turn was the Sun, fays * Theophilus; 
C r ^ e Orientals worlhipt Saturn, whom 
they call’d Bel , or Baal - and thefe 
Orientals were the Phcenicians and 
Syrians, fays Damafcius , in the Life of 
'vfr/'cod ^ 0rus ' 4 who call’d Saturn , El, Bel, 
: 42 * ° ’ a °d Bolathus ; and no Man doubts but 
Bel was the Sun: ) And fo was Jupiter 
in the Efteem of the fame Syrians, fays 
ij tiamn. j) Macrolius ; Affyrii qucque Solem jab 
" I ’ '"~ i " nomine Jovis, quern Alec TfAmroArflu/ 
nominant, maximis ceremonies celebrant 
in civitate, qu& Heliopolis nuncupate ; 
( who, in the Palmyrene Infcriptions, is 
called 2 g £$ , in others, 2 s v; 

HA;®..)’ And Herodotus fays, the 
Persians called the whole Circle of the 
Heavens, i, e. the Courfe of the Sun, 
‘Jupiter. And from the Coins we learn, 
that the Antients had their n 'dvb>id&» 
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Zeut, i. e. the Sun ; as well as their 
ndvh/AlSp ’Af&Sfon, the Moon. * Ma • * Par - »• 
lela informs us, “ That Mars was*’* 20 ’ 


“ Baal; That the Affyrians eredted a 
“ Pillar at firft to Man, whom in the 
u days of Juflinian they continued to 
“ worfhip, calling him, in the Perfian 
“ Tongue, the God Baal , i. e. Mars 
“ the Warlike . (Though Jambliclms 
avers, that Azizas, i. e. Mars, among 
the Syrians, was but one of the AflefTors, 
or Attendants of the Sun.) No Man 
doubts but that Apollo was the Sun ; 
(and as it was cuftomary to hang up 
Tables of extraordinary Cures, with 
the Method of Cure, in the Temple of 
/.EJcula’pius at Coos; fo was it ufual, at 
Heliopolis, to do fo in the Temple of 
the Sun : For 4 Nicolaus Myrepfus lays, f 
that the Medicine called Climax Her- 
maicus was tranfcribed from the Ori¬ 
ginal preferv’d in the Temple of the 
Sun at Heliopolis, written in the Cili- 
cian Chara&ers.) And fo was Adonis, 
fays j| Macrolius, (Adonim Solem ejje\\ 
non dulitabitur, infpetta religione Af L 
fy riorum, apud quos Veneris Arch it id is, 
& Adonis maxima olimveneratio viguit, 
%uqm nunc Phrenices tenent ) worihipt 
R 4 both 


Satur, ■ 
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both by the Syrians and Pbankians. 
Now Adonis, among the Phcenkians 
Signifies' a Lord, v ASWis hanbnl 
fays Hefychitu ; i. e. Adonai, among 
the Jews ; among the Syrians, Moloch -, 
but by the Egyptians , Tammuz. Mer¬ 
cury (the Syrian Mocimus, in Jamlli. 
cbus) was one of the Attendants of the 
Sun ; and fo was Hercules j as Mnevis 
and Apis were facred to the Sun and Moon 
in Egypt , and Anubis was reckon’d of 
his Guard, (T&v’'Av%/2iv AlyjTSfioi r iy 
<pp£pov 7toi2oi, fays Frocks ;) 
as the Bcetuli in Syria Were reckoned 
his Affiftants, fays Damafcius : And 
fuch, I fuppofe, were Jaribofys, and 
Malachbdus, and Alagbelus (or Ekk- 
lus.as it is written in the Infcriptions)at 
Palmyra : not the Summer and Winter 
S*n, as Mr. Selden ; nor the Sun and 
Moon, as Mr. Halley; but DU Patriot 
Penates, Affijlants to the Sun. For the 
Sun was reputed the King of Heaven, 
furrounded with numerous Guards, and 
a Crowd of Attendants, (called, in Holy 
Writ, the Hofi of Heven,) the Signs of 
the Zodiack were reckon’d his Ajfef 
firs <■ and the Planets, his Liftors, his 
e P<z££o<p6poi } or Mace-bearers, fays ° ur 


very 
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very learned Selden, out of the An¬ 
cients ; and 5 ti$ conftderablc, that mod 
of his Names among the Orientals, were 
rather expreflive of his Dignity, than 
his Nature, as Baal, Moloch, Mithras, 
Mamas, Adonis , and the like, which 
are all Titles of Honour and Autho¬ 
rity. 

And if Jupiter Thalajftus were the 
Heathen Neptune, then Neptune was 
the Sunj ©a)? dr 2 i77- 
pArctf, fays Hefychius ; He was wor~ 

P>ipt at Sidon : And ’tis well known, 

Jthat the Sun was the God of the Sido- 
nians. And Nonnus , in his Dionyfiaca, Lib. u. 
fays hr Evfggbmo, &c. That he 
was called Belus by the Syrians (the 
Inhabitants of Euphrates, at Palmyra, 
and thereabout, J Ammon in Lybia, 

Apis in Egypt t Saturn among the 
Arabs ; but among the Ajfyrians, Ju - 
piter , Nor was Pluto a different Deity, 
fays the Emperor Julian , whofe excel¬ 
lent Oration in Praife of the Sun is well 
worth reading, 

EjV Ztv{, et( A lAti ))A<o? Z&g$CT7f. 
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*xxir. f rorn t he old Infcripiion in * Gruter 
’ Z«)s wA«(§L t^-kycc, SagjtTn;. And 

I p^. 2. f Malela fays, that Theodofm caufed 
h 46 ' to be fliut up at Alexandria (to r (^V 

tS ) the Temple of 

Serapis the Sun. That the Perfian Mi¬ 
thras was the fame Deity, no Man 
Gecmom. doubts. Xenophon , who had been in 

c ‘ 8 * that Countrey, (ays that they fworeby 
Mithras the Sun. And the ancient In- 

II xxxiii. fcription in || Gruter is dedicated r HAi« 

M/r^pce. cLvimrct). And whereas Da- 
mafcius fays, that at Heliopolis , the 
Image of Gennaus , in the Temple of 
Jupiter, was worfhipt in the Figure of 
a Lion eretft ,• what does it reprefenr, 
but the Mithra Leones, of which Ter- 
tullian treats ? fo was Bel. Serv.inJEn.i. 
Lingua. Tunica Bal dicitur apud Ajfyr'm 
autem Bel — & Saturnus, ® Sol. And 
i, f ' 56 Zojimus fays, that when Aurelian had 
built a noble Temple at Borne to the 
Honour of the Sun, he placed in it 
HA<« rz £, B«A» dydXyutrnx. , read it 
HA/« to iij B«Aa dyi the Images 
of the Sun, who was Belus, which he 
had brought with him from Palmyra: 
This Bel was the fame with the Dens 
Belenus of the Germans , and the AkHty 
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of the ancient Gauls, and accordingly 
they offer’d Humane Sacrifices to him : 
Hominem optimam, & gratijfimam Diis 
vift imam, fays * Mela of the old * £. 3 x 2 , 
Gauls. Thus was Moloch worfhipt a- 
mong the Jews , Edomites, and others, 
who facrificed their Children to the 
Idol. The fame Oblation did the 
Africans make to Saturn ; and Elaga- 
halus the Emperor, to his Country 
God Alaglaal his Namefake, fays fTnPfcU({ 
T Herodian. Anton.M'. 

That Ofiris , Omphis, and Nilus, 
were different Names of the lame glo¬ 
rious Luminary, our learned Mr .Selden 
hath undeniably proved. And fo was 
Grus, fays Horapollo, ( / HAi(^, ^ 0 l. i. Hie- 
Llp@u. ) In fhort, Julian fays, that r °d- 
all the feveral Names of the Heathen 
Gods were expreffive in a different 
manner of the Glory of the Sun; T/ h 

ClpOV iij 7Z£ CL/\hy, QiOOV 

OVOfAXLTTZ 7 TL 7TUV77Z flAlCt) 'ZtrpOOVliLOVTlZ m 

Nor did the Arals, in the time of Alex¬ 
ander the Great, worlhip any other Gods 
but the Heaven, i. e. the Sun and Bac- 
chus,' fays || Arrian, [or rather Bacchus *L. 7 .de 
and Qrantd, as Herodotus, and Celfus Ex P eclit - 
in Origen, affirm, i. e. the Sun, and the Alcx ' 

Moon j 
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Moon j for Bacchus was no other than 
* M<m. * Oftris,znd Adonis ,] the Ifland of Nofala, 
Eplgr ’ 29 ‘ and fome other whole Countries, being 
dedicated to his Service. In Palefim 
they devoted Horfesand Chariots to his 
Honour, to denote the Swiftnefs of his 
Motion, i King. zj. and they wor/hipt 
him toward the Eaft, the Ri/ing-Swn, 
Eatek. 8. turning their Backs upon the 
Santtum Sanftorum, which was toward 
the Weft. His Feftival was celebrated 
with great Pomp, fays Julian ; his Birth* 
Day wascelerated on the 25 th. of A?. 
cember ,{ays the old Calendaring his Day 
of the Week,3.l Antioch ,was dedicated,in 
their higheft Solemnities, to ‘he nobJeft 
Exercifes, the Horfe* races, fays Malik 
And when the Heathens fwore with the 
Mami. greateft gravity, they call’d him to wit* 

0xan. f . ne (s ti ie xruth cf what they laid ; ’O/um 
Ala,,TyivfHAiov ("not Stcc yw.as it is pub* 
lilh’d,) Ifwear by Jupiter, the Earth, the 
Sun, and the other Gods. And this l men¬ 
tion, that I may take leave to mention 
t Edit.ox. another fuch Correction in f Arilhas ; 
fP Tov yb Trxinztiv i'nxvfyiv iy urnglth ©eov 

oi/oovf). op ly 77zo/7^;, Yt/x&t; 2 ) jucLXhscl, wp5* 
owofJUtCpP^ ttpws Znva, ty Ala,, Bias, &C. 
(not ‘Six xTo: ') for if fo, it ihould be H 
tvto, &c. The 
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The Moon was reputed the Sifter and 
Wife of the Sun, us Juno was of Jupiter; 
and the fame with Venus, fays Philo - 
chorus , in Macrobius. Now, Venus was 
a very comprehenfive Name among the 
Antients, fays * Ptolemy, The Syrians * Tetrdib. 
worfbip Venus, as the Mother of the 1 ' 1 ’ 

Gods , (7roi?a?\oi5, K) ll'yycpj.Qiq ovo/outai 
'srpoau.yopSuoms,) calling her by feveral 
Names in fever al Countries. And Plu¬ 
tarch affirms, that the Goddefs of Hie- in Craft 
rapolis was by fbme called Venus ; by 
others, Juno ; by a third fort, Nature , 
that gave Beginning and Seeds to all 
Things : By the Affyrians , Arabs , and 
Perftans, (he was ador’d under the Name 
of Vrania, fays f Herodotus : And in f Lib. 3. 
Africa , fays || Tertullian. And Apu - 

leius calls her Dea Coeleflis magtta Jovis %et 
germana, & conjux. And fo lays Plo¬ 
tinus, f Vrania vdzs Venus and Juno , 
the Wife and Sifter of Jupiter .} And 
fhe is called by v Herodotus, "Agpoi^n, v Lib. $. 
the Governefs of the Stars , i. e. \iie 
Queen of Heaven. (And for this rea- 
fon the Egyptians accounted it abfurd 
to call Heaven, bygpevos, by a word of 
the Mafculine Gender; they flyling it 
Vrania, becaufe the Moon governs all 

Things.) 
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Things.) And therefore Elagakk 
the Emperor being himleJf called by 
the Name of the Sun, called his Wife 
Vrania, as if they had been the Sun 
* * Dea ana Moon. * Lucian fays, that the Sy 
rians at Byllos (the next Town to 
Hierapolis , for this reafon, in the Coins, 
called 'kg$i, the Sacred Byhlus) wor-* 
ihipt Venus and Adonis with great 
Solemnity, and that the Plmk'rn 
Afiarte was the Moon, (Tw ’As^r 
’AppotfirlwAkys Procopius,in x King.ij) 
flie being ador’d in Syria under that 
f ow ? . Name, in the days of f Artemidom, 
P' ^ i.e. under the Antonine s, ( tthj- 

■^9 tcQiaai 7rhJiA> ^vpctiv tivmv ilw 

'Agd.oylw (rifio/wivcev.) And the above* 
mention’d Lucian fays, that the Juno at 
Hierapolis (the Goddels of Syria) was 
of all Shapes, but Bill the lame God- 
defs ; Ihe was in fome Features like 
Minerva i in others, like Ferns, the 
Moon , Rhea, Diana, Nemefis, and the 
Xibifup. Dejlinies. Macrolius fays, that the 
Syrians worlhipt Adonis ( i. e. the Sun,) 
and Vsnus Architis ( i. e. the Moon.) 
Some Criticks read the word Adar- 
gidis j others, Dercittdis ; but Mr. Sd- 
den t Apbaciditis. And it mull be ac¬ 
knowledg'd, 
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| knowledg’d, that Venus was folemnly 
I Worlhipt at Aphaca, a Place not far from 
| Hierapolis $ and lo prohably was Ihe 
| at Area, a City in Syria, not far from 
I Aphaca, and near both Hierapolis and 
| Byhlus , the Place where Alexander Se- 
I verus was born, fays * Lampridius* P-U4, 
(who in one place calls it VrlsArcena; II8 * 
in another. Area Cazfarea ) one of the 
; fn-Iand f Cities of Phoenicia. So that f Ptoi. i.$. 
i 1 think the words in Macrolius need not c " 15 ' 
cor region : for as from Aphaca is de- 
. rived Aphacitis ; fo from Area, Arcitis. 

Vi f nus being the known Deity of all 
j that Country, || St. Aujlin wonders || De c. d. 
| why the Heathens Ihould account Vefla /• 4. C. IO, 
and Vtnus the fame, while the one was 
the Goddels of Chaftity, the other the 
I Patronels of Lewdnefs: But his Admi¬ 
ration would have ceas’d, had he con- 
fider’d, that the fame Mock-Divinity 
was reprelented under thole different 
Names. That lfis, Luc in a, Diana t 
Hecate, &c. were the Moon, is prov’d 
by Mr. Selden : And though Athens 
were Minerva's own City (and fhe the 
I Patronefs of Modefty ,) yet Thefeus their 
Founder commanded the Citizens to 
\ worfhip ndv&pccv ’A^Sfrr&y.fays * Pau- * Attic. 

J r • b 20, 

Jamas y 
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fanias , the fame, I fuppofe, with f alias. 
The Pythagoreans facrificed to Venus 
( i. e. the Moon ) on the Sixth Day of 
* vit. Py- thejf Week, i. e. Friday, fays * Jam- 
hlichus; a Day facred alfo among the 
Arabs (being dedicated to their Vram) 
long before Mahometanifm prevail'd a* 
mong them. And left the Mom (hould 
be treated with an inferior Wotlbip, 
and appear without Attendants, the 
Antients offer’d Immortal Fire to Her, 
as well as to the Sun, fays Julian, and 
gave her a Paredrus, or Companion ; 
T u%uv o 7 rtw \A$po$rrtou 0to$, in 
Hejychius ; the Tv%n ’AyctSri Sors Luna, 
SatHY. 1. 1. fays Mr. Selden ; but Macrolm fays, 
' l9 ‘ that is the Moon herlelf. 

And it is to be obferv’d, that the 
Antients allow’d not of Sexes among 
their Gods; or rather, thought every 
God of both: .Hence Orpheus calls the 
Moon, AppmSuAvz. And fo is Bacchus 
ftyied, 

Appwa ^ cftyvu Av&eiov ’Wjigv* 

And Calvus the old Poet, in Macrolm, 
Pollintemque Deum Venerem. 

And the Deus Lums was famous in the 

Baft, 
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Eaft, worlhipt at Carra in Mefopotamia 
(on whole Coins a Cock is ftampt, be- 
becaule he was 1; z, %&<; rv /mMv( 3 K, 
fays * Jamllichus in the efteem of the * vitPytb'. 
Pythagoreans , Mkvy itj h/\(cp l ' l : c * l8 " 

facred to the Sun and Moon,) at Ancyra ® ’ 2,C '* I/ 
in Galatia , at Antioch in P'tfidia , at 
tdifa in Caria, at. Gala in Galilee, at 
Jttliopolis in Bithynia, at Magnejia in 
Afia , at Sat tee in Lydia , and at Sibi- 
duda in Phrygia Salutaris , as the Coins 
in F .Harduin exprefly declare. 

It is highly probable, that the Wor- 
Ihip of the Sun was the Religion of the 
Chaldeans , in Abraham's time, when 
God relcued that learned and devout 
Patriarch from the Prejudices of his 
Education, and the Perfecutions of his 
Adverfaries ,• (and if the Sacred Rites 
of the Chaldeans had their Original in 
Egypt, and were thence tranfplanted 
into the Eaft, the Idolatry begun much 
earlier :) But this we are fure of, that 
the firft Account that is given us of 
Idolatry, in the oldeft Book in tile 
World, the oldeft, at leaft, that is come« 
to the hands of the Men of the later 
1 Ages (the Book of j hb, which, I may 
! prefume, was penn’d before the Hiftory 
. S ©f 
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Hiftory of the Creation it felf) is that 
of the Worfliip of the Sun and Moon , 
*J ob of* wor(hipping the Sun in his fplendour, 

2 5 27 '' and the Moon walking in her brightnefs , 
long before any of the Heathen Saturns 
or Jupiters could enter their claim, 
they all having been born long after 
Jolt’s rime. And the Form of Adora¬ 
tion there mention’d is very ancient 
( Kijfing the Hand , andpayingOleyfme,) 
which is naturally render’d by %• 
Mu/jms and Adoratio, among th zGrteks 
and Latins. And when the Jews turn’d 
Idolaters, they are faid, Judg. 10. to 
worjbip Baalim and Ajhteroth , that is, 
in the Punick Language, lays Sr. An- 
guftine, the Jupiters and Juno’s of the 
Heathen World ; by which he cannot 
mean other than the San and Mom .* 
For Jupiter and Juno, in the Age juft 
after JoJhua , were not then in Embryo; 
and when the Gentiles offucceeding 
Ages, the latter School of the Plato- 
nijts (who were great Admirers of the 
Orphick and Pythagorean Rites) alham’d 
of the Accounts which the old Poets 
gave of their Gods, turn’d all the Story 
of Homer and Hefiod into Mythology ; 
they Rill continued the Worfliip of thofe 
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I, glorious Planets. With What Pomp 
1 and Ceremony of Eloquence dot h Julian 
| the Apoftate Emperor treat of this Sub¬ 
bed, in his Hymn written in Praife of 
jj the Sun, fly ling him, the King of all 
the World, the Mott Divine Prince, and 
the Common Father of Mankind, (Aa- 
relian calls him a Deity that he was 
fure of, Deus certus Sol ,) and, that all 
things, from one end of the World to the 
\ fiber, were govern’d by his Providence; 
affirming, that for his own-part, he 

I had from a Youth a great regard for 
him ; and that at Conflantinople they 
kept an Annual Feaft, and-offer’d Sa¬ 
crifices to his Honour. ; Not? does he 


forger the Moon, who Was • folemnly 
worfhipt at Athens after'his time: For 
* Marinus, in the Life of Free Ins, in- v 
for ms us, that when Lachares and Sy- 
rianus, upon the firft appearance of the 
adore the Goddefs (^p 0 - 

M-m&v r ©€«V,) that Prcclus retiring 
a httle way from them, put off his 
Shoes (another Cuftom and Rite of 
Religious Worffiip, as old at leaft as 
Mofes, when he convers’d with God in 


the Buffi, continued by the Flatonifls 
)n compliance with the Rule of p y I 
S % th agorae^ 


if. 


II 
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the Pagan Hiftorian ftudioufly agera* 
vates the Severity of the Edita of % f . 
dofius , who deftroy’d all the Heathen 
Temples and Images, he fubjoins, that 
it was very dangerous for any Man, ot 
that time, to aflert the Rights of Pa. 
gainifm > to affirm that the Heathen 
Deities were Gods, or fo much as to 
look up to Heaven, and to worftip the 
Sun and the Moon to. dr 
vC/Mvct, _ foponaus&v.') And at this day, 

among thofe poor Savages who inhabit 
the remoteft part of Earth, in Greenland, 
and other Parts of the North, if they 
\ have any Religious Ceremonies, any 
Object of Worlhip, they bow down to 
the Rijing-Sun, and acknowledge its Di¬ 
vinity : As in like manner the old 
Scythians, with whom one continued 
Night, as in Greenland, Iafted half the 
Year, worfliipt Apollo, fays Mela. Nor I 
could the Chriftians eaifily be wean’d 
from this Cuftom at Rome , a long time 
after Ghriftianity had prevailed there; 
for many of them, in the days of 

Pope 


thagoras, Qu&tv czi'DttcJWov, that Ik 
who wouldfacrifice, ought to difcalceate) 
and then faluted, i. e. ador’d the Deity, 
( hajdZyt 70 t- ©s«tV.) And when Zoftm] 
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Pope Leo the Great, when they came 5 *'- 7.* 
into the Church of St. Veter, as they 
went up the Steps that led to the Altar, ‘‘ 
turning themfelves about, bow’d their 
: Heads, and worfliipt the Rifing-Sm. 

This W or Hi ip was objected to the 
Jews, in the days of the firft Roman Em- 
| perors, by Petronius and Juvenal, that 
I they worfliipt nothing but the Clouds, 
and the Sun , (for io I render Cceli 
Numen,') i. e. in the Sacred Style, the 
Hoff of Heaven. And in the Reign of 

Honorius and Theodofm, the Ccelicolx 
were anew upftartSed: of Superfluous 
Votaries ( Nomen inauditum quodam- 
modo novum crimen fuperftitionis vindi- Coct - L r - 
(antes, in the words of the Law) called nt ‘ 9 ‘ %,lzp 
Ccelicola, fays the Collector of the Sy. 
nop/ts BzcihixMv, becaufe they worfliipt 
the Heavens ('S,z(P>of/jcva$ -r* Ou^ytvovJ 
who had their feparate Places of Meet¬ 
ing, their different Rites, and diftindfe 
Minifters of their Religious Ceremo- 
nies; But whether they were Jews, the 
remains of the ol dEJfens, as fome affirm, 

(though the Law feems to me plainly 
to diftinguifli the CcelicoU from the 
l ew 0 or fome Chrifiian Hereticks, the 
Progenitors of the Euchitaz (as others 
S 3 affirm? 
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. affirm, though the Law al(o feems to 
diftmguifti them, when it makes them 
liable-to the lanle Penalties with Here- 
ticks,) or rather fome of the Remains 
of the old Heathens, who renounc’d . 
their Saturns and Jupiters (whofe Di- f 
vinities they could not vindicate ; be. f 
caufe whatever is God, mull be Eternal) I 
but Ruck to the Worlhip of theSa»and ( 
Moon, as the later Platonifts did, be- I 
caufe they believed them Eternal, and 
of the fame Duration with the Supreme 1 
Being, I will not undertake to de- | 
termine. | 

Gonfidering what hath been already | 
aflerted, I think it needs not much more I 
Proof, that Syria was eminently famous I 
for the Worlhip of the Sun and Moon, j 
In Syria, ’tis mod probable, that this j 
Idolatry either had its fir ft Original, or j 
its molt immediate Propagation ; and j 
there it continued till Paganiftn breath’d | 
its laft in that part of the Eaft , till the | 
Followers of Mahomet, profeft Ene- | 
mies of Polytheifm, made ule of the | 
Sword to extirpate it. The whole | 
Country feem’d to be devoted ro I 
this Service ; Edejfa is called the Re- | 
gion dedicated to the Sty . frurr- 'he | 
' : ' - * • • E gin; ' 
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Beginnings of Time ('kgjv la&v&j 
•) and fo was Hierapolis- 
Byblis laid to be confecrated to Venus 
and Adonis , and fo was all Phoenicia. 
Mfchylus, in his Supplices , ftyles Phoe¬ 
nicia, 'Ttiq ’ hqzjSrm*; 'trvAV’nvpov (Lav , 
i.e. faith the Scholiaft, becaule all the 
Coaft about Mount Libams was parti¬ 
cularly addi&ed to the Worlhip of that 
Deity : The Worlhip begun in Jjjyria 
(or Syria ; ) from them the Men of 
AJcalon brought it into Phoenicia, and 
from them the Cypriotes deriv’d their 
Superftition. ) And in the Emperor Amman, 
Julians time, the Moon (the fame with ^“.23. 
Penns, as l have already prov’d ) was 
molt lolemnly worlhipt at Carroe , and 
in all the adjacent Country 5 and their 
moft illuftrious Princes thought it not 
a diminution of their Honour to be 
Priefts to their Gods ; BaJJianus 
and Alexianus (i. e. Elagabalus, and 
Alexander Severus his Brother) were 
both confecrated Priefts of the Sun, tho’ 
both reputed the Sons of Caracalla the 
Emperor, and their Mother was un¬ 
doubtedly the Emprefs Julia's Sifter,and 
themfelves Candidates of the Empire, 

(and, as of old, the Eldeft of the Family 

,1 " ‘ " S d. was* 

0 
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was both Prince and Prieft ; fo Herodm 
affirms that Bajfianus was cooperated 
to that Service, becaufe the Office pe¬ 
culiarly belong’d to the Eldeft Brother:) 
Ithobalus , or Ethbaal the King of Tyre, 
AdAutolk. was the Prieft o i A/larte, fays Tbeo- ) 
^ 2S7 * philus : And when Pompey, having fub- \ 
dued Mithradates , diftributed King- j 
doms among the great Men of Afa, l 
who had given him Affiftance, he made \ 
Archelms the Prieft of Venus, in Com . | 
magene ; which entitled him to a Prin- 1 
cipality and Authority not inferior to j 
* Bell, Mi- the Royal Dignity, fays * Appian, And 
i k> 5 *? ,p ‘ w j m extraordinary Influence Sampfai * | 
ge ramus the Prieft of the fame Idol at I 
Etnefa had upon that Country, hath jj 
been already demonftrated. f 

How much addicted Palmyra was to I 
Venus , who appointed Curators of her f 
Fountain at Nacle, out of her moil emi- jj 
nent Inhabitants, and what a glorious | 
Temple was ere&ed in that City to the fj 
Sun, fo adorn’d and beautify’d, that | 
Aurelian thought the Spoiles worthy ;• 
his carrying to Rome , has been formerly | 
mention’d; and though that vi&orious 
Prince, in the heat of Adion, could not | 
prohibit his Soldiers'the plundering and | 
' defacing j 
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defacing that noble Structure, he foon 
after took care, though the reft of the 
City was left buried in its own Ruines, 
that the Temple fhould be re-edified 
hr Aurelian had a particular Venerarion 2I? * 
for the Sun (whofeFigure appears often 
on his Coins,) his Mother had been the w. p, 2l , 
Prieflefs of Apollo , in the place where 2 *7* ’ 

he was born; and when his Affairs at 
Emefa (in his Engagement with Ze- 
nobia) were defperate, ’tis pretended 
that his Foot were encouraged to (up- 
port his routed Horfe, by an extraor¬ 
dinary Perfon whom he knew not at 
that time; but when he return’d to 
Emefa , and went into the Temple of 
Elagabalus to give Thanks for his 
Vitftory, he there met the fame Figure 
which had appear’d to him ; where¬ 
upon he founded a Temple in that City 
to the Sun , ( a new Temple, without 
doubt; for the Temple of the Sun was Hmlubl 
famous at Emefa before Aurelian s time,/ 5 # 1 
for its Beauty and Magnificence, its 
extraordinary Riches, and the Quality 
of the Votaries who fent their Offerings 
thither, the neighbouring Barbarous 
Princes every Year making their Pre- 
ftnts to Elagabalus,') and another at 

Rome, 
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Zofim.i.i. Rome, upon which he bellow'd a vaft 
* 6 ' Summ of Money, adorn’d it with the 
the Spoyles of the famous Temple at 
Palmyra, having at the fame time of¬ 
fer’d his own unparallell’d Robe to the 
Deity. 

In Syria, and the neighbouring Pro¬ 
vinces, lived the Philolbphers who 
kept up the Reputation of Paganifm, 
when it was expos’d to the fevered 
Profecution of the Imperial Edicts: 
Porphyry was of Tyre; Sopater a Syrian; 
Jamblicus a Native of Chalcu ; Vranius 
was of Apamia ; Eujlathius and /Ede- 
fius, Cappadocians ; Proclus of Lycia ; 
Marinas a Samaritan of the City of 
Sichem ; Damafcius of Damajcus ; Sim¬ 
plicius a Cilician ; Hernias and Dio¬ 
genes, Phoenicians; Jjidorus of Gaza, &c. 
And whatever progrefs Chriftianity 
might have made in other Places, it is 
plain, from the Epiftle of Julian to Li- 
banius, that Heathenifin defended its 
Pollelfion in Syria ; for when that un¬ 
happy Apoftate Emperor made his Ex¬ 
pedition into Perfia, from Berrhm to 
Bat me, all the Countrey was full of 
Sacrifices j the fmcll of Incenfe had per¬ 
fum’d the Air j and at Hierapolis he 

— Ml 
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met with more than a few who had 
been ConfefTors, in the former Reigns, 
for the Ancient Rites. In Malela'siimo, 
the Ajfyrians continued to worlhip Mars, 
or Baal; and whoever fhall read Da- 
mafcius’s Life of Jjidorus, may fatisfie 
himfelf what Methods the Philofophers 
of thole days uled to fupport the Inte- 
reft of Polytheifm, what Vilions they 
pretended to, what Magical Rites they 
uled, and what Miracles were wrought 
in Confirmation of their Opinions ; 
‘Zojimus affirming, that in his time a 
Globe of Fire hover’d up and down in 
the Air, about the Temple of Venus, at 
Aphtca, the Place whither the Men of 
Palmyra fent to learn their Fate, when 
Aurelian threaten’d them with Ruine, 
fays that bigotted Advocate of Idolatry, 
who thus relates the Story ; That when 
they having confulted the Oracle at 
Seleucia, in Cilicia, had received from 
thence a melancholy Anfwer, they fent 
to Aphaca, a Place fituate between 
Heliopolis and Byllus ,where the Temple 
of Venus Aphacitis Rood : Near that 
Temple was a natural Fountain, that 
feem’d as if it bad been made by Art • 
to this Fountain the People of that 

Countrey, 
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Country, at thofe Set-Times, when 
they met there, brought their Offer¬ 
ings, either of Gold or Silver, Silks , 
or Linnen Cloaths, or whatever elfe 
was of Value: If Venus was pleafed 
with the Oblation, the Garments that 
were offer’d funk to the bottom, as 
well as the heavy Metals $ but if the 
Deity was difpleas’d, all fwom on the 
top of the Fountain ; and that this 
Omen befel the Men of Palmyra, the 
Year when their City was deftroyed. 
But the Oracular Fountain, that fore¬ 
told the Ruine of Palmyra, could not 
lecure it felf from a like fate in a few 
Years after, under Gonfiantine the Great , 
which EufeUut , the Church Hiftorian, 
Eufcbtvitt thus relates* That the pious Emperor 
having been inform’d, that the pretext 
faorat.de of Religion, was only a cover for noto- 
ft!mt. C ° n ' rious Debaucheries, refolved to deftroy 
all thofe Places that were deftin’d to the 
Gratifications of the Flefh, particularly 
the famous Temple of Venus in Pha- 
.tticia : That on one part of the Mount 
Lihamts, near the top of it, in Aphaca, 
a Grove and Temple had been confe- 
crated to Venus , not in the middle of a 
City, or in the High-way, where the 

Ambi- 



Ambition of the Heathens prompted 
them, for the moft part, to build their 
Temples, but in a retired Place, remote 
from all Towns, and publick Roads, 
where a School of Lewdnefs was e- 
re&ed, where effeminate Men profti- 
tuted themfelves to unnatural Luffs, in 
honour of the Damon ; and the Female 
Sex,laying afide all regard to Modefty 
and Religion, devoted themfelves to 
gratifie the irregular Defires of all Pre¬ 
tenders, they living without Control 
or Observation j becaufe no vertuous 
Perfon durft approach the Place ; till 
that illuftrious Prince commanded his 
Soldiers to demolifh the Temple, and 
fo put a period to thofe abominable Pra¬ 
nces, giving the Pagan Inhabitants 
truer Notions of Religion and Chaff ity: 

This, fays Eufelius, was the Fate of that 
infamous Temple. But fee the Malice 
and Difingenuity of a zealous Heathen : 

Zofimus affirms, that a miraculous Fire 
hover’d over the Place in his time. 

And Damajcius tells ft range Stories of vit. ifidw, 
the fame nature, in his days, of the 
Globes of Flame (the Bcetuli ) that 
frequently appear’d about Mount Li - 
ianus : That the Worfhip at Aphaca was 

in 
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in ufe before Marcus Antoninus's Reign, 
the Palmyrene Infcription demonftrates: > 
zofim. u 1 ^he s 0 l em(1 Meetings there were An¬ 
nual, the Practices moil; execrable, Luft 
and Luxury making a great Figure in all 
their pretended Religious Ceremonies, 
efpecially in that Country, Lucian him-* 
%%'b ftlfavering, that at Byblus , a very little 
uh. way from Nacle, the Women who re¬ 
filled to cut their Hair in the time of 
their folemn Mourning for the Death of 
Adonis , were obliged for a whole Day 
to proftitute themfelves to all Strangers; 
and whatever they got, was to be fpent 
in a Sacrifice to Venus. 

Apbaca was the Name of the Place, 
fays Zofvtnus ( 'A^oo^Jiov ,) and 
Eufelius Teems to be of tne fame Opi¬ 
nion (there being many Cities of that 
Denomination in Syria , one belonging 
fflt t0 the Tribe of Juda, another to the 
Tribe of Ajher , a third in the Coafls 
of the Amorites , a fourth a City of 
Syria ; ) but others, with greater pro¬ 
bability, that the Name of the City was 
Nacle, (and of the Well Apbaca ; ) fo 
Y‘ St Baidas exprefly, upon the Autho- 
_ \f~, . rity of Chrifiodorus , who wrote the 
* y ~Hiflory of Nacle, or Naclis, (a Book 

which. 
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which, if extant, would have much il- 
luftrated this part of our Hiftory) that 
it Rood near Heliopolis , and that the 
Rites called *A$&njf ([not V Aas it 
is in the printed Copy) were |here per¬ 
formed. What is-meant by v Aja^, the 
Lexicographer informs, that it is a EtymoLM. 
Syriack word, (in the Arabick it figni- v/a 
fies Pneputtum , or Vinculum, ,) and that 
if it be fit to render fuch a word into 
Greek , it fignifies (a) Embraces , Venus 
in that place embracing her Darling 
Adonis ; and probably Nacle has a like 
fignification. 

1 “ -. | 1 1 k 

C (a) Sup ay pUv tj . J^iwetjcu xxttf ’EM dJk 

yXuattV, ei <T« n eivr&tv 

fiimf Zhh $ ^AJhvtVy It t t3fico'r\w t >) t \<%LtUu 

&ipo\t*o’ Hence probably in Hefycbitn, m 

lv St NrtWor’A>(s&rtj7W. ] 
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C H A P. V. 

Accoumt 0/Vaballathiis. 

H Aving, in the foregoing Hiftory, 
averr’d, that Vaballathus was not 
the Son of Odenathus, as the generality 
of Writers have attefted; but the Grand* 
fon of that heroick Prince, as Monfieur 
Trift an and* F. Harcluin have affirm’d ; 

I think ray felf obliged to give my Rea- 
fbns for my Opinion ; the P>.oman and 
Greek Hifiorians of thofe times being 
either wholly ignorant of him, as, I j 
think, 7 relellius Potlio, Zojimus, and ] 
others were ; or miftaken in his Pe- j 
digree, as Fopifcus, who is the only j 
Author vvho' mentions him, feems ; 
to be. * . j 

Tranf.pM. That Odenathus had Grandfons before | 

he affirm’d the Purple, appears to me | 
very plain from the Palmyrene Infcrip* I 
tion, where Septimus Odenathus (the \ 
fame, T believe, with the Emperor ? of j 
that Name) at that time a Man of the j 
illuftrious Senatorian Order and Dig- f 

nity, | 
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nity, built a Monument for himfelf, his 
Sons, and Nephews, or Grandfons, 

-75, Kj vpi$ CWTV> itj- V l oovoi<;.') That 
thofe Nephews could not be the Off¬ 
ering of Herennianus and Timolaus, the 
Sons of Zenobia, is to me undoubted j 
becauie at their Father’s Death they 
were very young, fays the Roman 
Hiftorian , ( Zenobia , quod parvulz TreleLPel- 

eftent filii ejus, qui fupererant , Heren *^ ,l8 °* 
nianus & Timolaus , ipja. fufcepit tmpe- 
rium,) and therefore may be fuppoled 
the Sons of Tierodes, or Herodianus , 
whom Odenathus begat on a former 
Wife; and,for thefe Reafons, and by 
the help of the Infcriptions, I am en- 
dined to deduce the Line of that Fa¬ 
mily after the following manner: 


T 
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I have been encouraged tb believe 
that 0 denatb&s in the Inter iptions was 
fche latae Perfori with the Eh) per or of 
that Name* from his prse-Nomen Sip- 
tikimS) which tatinot juftly be pre» 
luttied to have been u(ed In the Eaft, 
before the Pirft Emperor of that Name 
made his * Inroads ihtb Perfia. NoW 
SeptmiuiSevertiid\td,Akno Chrifii 21 r, 
before Which time Odekdtbus may well 
prefutaed to have been born, being 
mtifthered Am. Cbr. 26|. and I have 
given hita a fecond Sort, from the 
Authority of the Infcriptions, where 
Septimiui Airanes, a Man of the Con- Pa &- 99 * 
fiilar Dignity, is laid to have been the 
Son of Otienathuiy the Date of the Ih- 
Infcription confirming it, viz. A. C. 

I have alio adventured upon adjufting 
the Pedigtee of his AnCeflors, from the 
fame Inscription, vv he rfe, Sip Am ins is p vg. 88V 
faid to be tile Son of : 'kirants, the 
Grandfon of Vaballdthui, the Great- 
Grandfoh of Na for us (according to the 
Method of the Arabs, who ufually 
reckon’d their Delceht after that man¬ 
ner j ~) for I canhot think Airanes to bd 
the ptsb-NomCrt of Vabdllatbus , fiftee 
all their fbre-Nataes were either RothaH 

T t or 
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or Greek, to neither of which Lan¬ 
guages Airanes belongs. I have aifo 
fubfcribed to the Opinion otTriftan and 
Harduin, that Vaballathus was the Son 
of Herodes ;> notonly becaufe Herodes 
is in the Coins reprefented with a Beard, 
which implies lome Years beyond 
Youth, while Valallathus ha9 a very 
young Face, but becaufe the Coins de- 
clare him to have continued Emperor, 
after Zenolia was conquer’d ; and l am 
fo far from thinking that his Mother- 
in-Law held the Empire in his Name, \ 
that I believe Ihe profecuted him, as 
Ihe did his Father, that Ihe might en- ! 
throne her own Children ; the Subject, 
it mud be confeft, is much in the dark, 
and for want of Directions from the : 
Antients, it is eafte to be miftaken, but 
the tuckieft Conjebturer in fuel) Calcs 
is the bed Critick. It is plain from 
' ■‘-Ttijhn . the Hidorians, that there were violent 
Con teds between Herod and Zenolia, j 
while Odenatbus was alive (as it (el- i 
dom happens that Motherr-in-Law look 
over-favourably on their Predeceflors 
Children) but that thofe Difputes ferv’d i 
only to advance the Son in his Father's ; 
Favour,, who had declar'd him his Co- ; 

partner j 
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Partner (a little while alter himfeff i,ad~ 
been made Emperor) and confequentlv 
his SuccelTor ; and accordingly the 
Coins mention the third Year of his 
Reign, whereas Odenatbus wore the 
Purple but four Years, being then 
murthered, and with him his Son Herod. 
Upon whofe Death, I doubt not, but 
r aballathus immediately a (Turn’d the 
Imperial Title and Dignity, as in right 
he ought, and probably was confirm’d 
in his Pretenfions by Claudius and Au- 
rehan (otherwife his Name and Titles 
could never have appear’d on the reverfe 
of the Coins of Aurelian; for neither 
Zenobiu s nor either of her Son’s Name 
is found on any of the Imperial Coins 
of the Romans, becaufe in open Hoflilitv 
with them ; which confirms me, that 
Vaballathus was not the Son of that 
great Queen,) his Fourth Year brine 
coincident with the Firfi, his Fifth with 
the Second olAurelian, (which unque- 
ltionably proves him to have been De- 
clared Auguflus, as foon as his Father 
was dead •) but being convinced that 
k , ■ h a d ma d c the Army firm to 
ner Interefts, and declar’d her own Sons 
Emperors, he fled to th v Romans for 

T $ Pro? 
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Protection, who being well allured of 
the Justice of his Title (hisGrandfather 
0tfen4tbu$ having beerj declar’d Em. 
ppror at Rom, whole right Heir, ffafab 
laths was, whereas Zenebia had no 
fiich Prptenfions) treated him with 
that RefpeiSt; which thofe great Princes 
pigd to pay to diftrefled Monatchs 5 
.arid I doubt not, but in Gratitude to 
his Patrons, he a (fitted Am Han, pot 
pnjy with the Equity of his Gaufe, 
but with what Forces be could bring 
.into the Field. In the.Sixth Year of 
jil$ Reign, he had the Satisfaction-. to fee 
his Competitors conquered, and Jecj 
Goitz.Tbe- Captive to Rome; and the Goins tell 
jaur.p. 73. ll5j ihjt he. bore the Title .of Empsrox 
in the Fourth Year of Aurelian , 
which was the Seventh of VahsRathus, 
(ATX. K. OTAEAAAAQOG'CGJ. L.2) 
vyhi.eh was the Year after Baity raw^ 
ruin’d. From whence it . plainly ap¬ 
pears to me, tiiqt he was a Confederate 
of the Ramans in that War,' his Effigies 
and Titles being ftampt op the reverfa 
of. Aurelian s Gpins, that yery Year 
that he undertook his Expedition into 
the Eaft, as well as the Year after Zen 
jiobia was fabdued 5 .for that was a Prh 
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vilege never graqt^butfpthp]reTr(dfes| 
who were in teague wifh.ahd had 
done gopd Service to the £pni- 
iqonweaith. So ^hemetalces ffqng of 
tl?race is joyn’d with Au iu jlus } apd Ab- 
garus the Toperch pf Hd'jfe with Mar? 
ms Aurelius, to ^emonftrate their bejqg 
io the Interchip pf thpre princes, but 
With fopie diftin^ion in the Jjfabit pf 
the Head* fif Crown, to dcoptetheir 
SubjerRiop j fpr <w,hen •. 'yiiaijjlaffof 
Wears a WreathiOriDiadetn/ then Au~ 
x4i<w wears a Crown oijLawret; but 
when yabaUathtu wears a Crown of 
Lrawrel, ,AAreU,av wears a Crown 
radiated, pr, as .the .Heralds call ft, 
rfyonee'. 

Hqw long yaball$tfouf lived a r ter 
the Eighth Year of his Reign, pr what 
his fate was, I kpow ^not j buc I arji 
enclined to Relieve that he funk by : de- 
gtees in the Favour of Aurelian, an^ 
heing deprived Qf,th e Imperial Djgoity, 
Was forced to e^pteot hinefelfwif h the 
meaner Titlepf Kjqg, or Viceroy, and 
that .this, happen’d ;in thp two {aft Years 
of that Enjjperpf ; for to that Year I 
rgfep thpfeiCchis, wherein he is fly led 
. T 4 VA 
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v.Mv. ViBXLAtHVS HEX. —TAEAL . ! 

LJWZfS' REX VCRIM. P. P, __ j 
.Aurel, VCRlMOR —VCRIMV —VCRIMDR 

Me f b - — FERIMP. — fabalatvs iter. \ 

P Fdt%.jnl IMP . R. ——— - all which are Latin, ; 
f- 2 9- and con&quently feem to be coin’d, 
not in the Eaft, but fomewhere nearer 
Rome, but al 1 in the Reign of Aurelian • ; 
and from them I conjecture that An- 1 
relian, after he had fetled his Autho¬ 
rity in Syrid, deftroy’d Palmyra , and ' 
put an end to the Pretentions of the 1 
Family of Odenathus, oblig’d Falal- | 
lathus to decline the' Title of Emperor, 
and to uTe that of the Imperial Vice¬ 
gerent in the Eaft ; and that this is 
imply ed in the Coips, where he is laid i 
to be VCRlMOR f wrongly in others ; 
VCRIMDR , or VCRIMP) not Vice C&- 
faris Red or Imperii Orient alii, as F .Har- 
duin very ingenioufly (becaufe in Au¬ 
relian s Age, and long before, Cafar 
was a Title of Honour inferior to that 
iftut.f.p.oi Imperator, JElius Per us being the 
otpnoiw. ^ho was declar’d C^r, but never 
was Empe/or, the Title at that time, \ 
and in future Ages, being appropriated 
to the Heir Apparent of the Empire? 

To 
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fb that it fhould have been Pice Impe . 
ratoris^s Aemtfm is ftyled in * Gritterf) * cixviii. 
but Fir ClariJ/imus Redor Imperii Qrien - 4- ' 
tain ; for fo the Governors of Pro¬ 
vinces were ftyled, in the Language of g> ut.cL.g 
the Law, arid in the old Infeript ions, 

Talius Maximus F. C. Red. Prov. &c. 

This Province Falallathui .managed 
more than once, being Laid to be 
ITER. IMP. R. i. e. iterum Imperii 
Reflor, a lecond time the Emperor’s 
Vicegerent in the Eaft ; for fuch were 
the Toparchs of that Country (the 
Name demonftratesit,7i^ircta is Ficem- 
genus, ) which was in fbme Ages fill’d 
With thofe Roytelets : Such alio were 
Phylarchs of the Arabians, who held 
their Dignity at the pleafure of either 
the Romans or Persians, to whom they 
were fubjeft. ( Thus Agrippa, upon 
his Father’s Death, was made Prince of 
Chalcis ? but when he had continued 
in that Government four Years, was jofeph. An- 
difplaced by Claudius , but made Te- tu i- L 2 °- 
trarchof Iturea, Batanaa, Trachonitis, c ' 
and Abilene , to which the fame Empe¬ 
ror afterwards added a part of Galilee?) 

But though their Territory was fmall, 
thejr Ambition commonly was. very 
‘ ? great, 
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great, and the Titles which they a f- 
fefted very pomp.ops, wknefs a Cola 
v. Har- of Antmkm the Fourth, of the JittJe 

^587!^' Pthices of Sebafle, a corner of c%j<j 
erected into a Kingdom by Pefpafa^ 
'AnU.it. f a y S * fpfephus , who ftyles himfelf 
f ' r BsteiA. Bsim^sOs the great 

King j and another of &J>garys on tjie 
reverie of Sever us, with the tame Title j 
k being very likely that VabAkthy, 
prompted by the like Vanity,ftyled 1 %. 
&if PaJbaliatbus Rex Vcfiffi. P. p. Par 
lallatbus the King, and the Father of 
his Country, (as in a Lotm Coin of 
Zenolia, whom Theodorift who was of 
Cyrrbeftica, a Province flat far from 
Palmyrene, -calls the Tpparch flf /$■ 
wyra ; fhe is faid to be Qgeen or Go 
vernefs of all the lEaJI ; Zenolia Jug. 
iatius Orient# & i. e. Reftrix, or Re, 
gina, as (He itytes her Felt 90 lier het^r 
to Aurelian 5) iunlefs this Infcriptiog 
intimates to ,us another change in his 
Fortune and Tenure,tfliat he was con- 
fiittwed the flrineeof.that part ofCp- 
rbefiica, whofe chief City was TJrim 
( in the Coins, by mifl&ke, Ver'mp, 
and Verimd) fltoafe on ithe Euphrates, 
between Samjata and Mdejfa, near 
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the Midrway, and an Epifcopal See. 

4 gainft this Opinion,that Vahallatbus 
wastheGrandfon o{Odemtbns,tbs. learn- 
fxLSpanheim mufters all his Forces, and Diffext. 7. 
blames Monfieur Triflan for indulging * ^ ^ 
too much to his own Wit and Con- rnmifm. 
j enures, while Popifius fays exprefly 
that Kaballathus was Zenobia's Son, 

(If. Cafauhoiis Notion, that it was only 
9 fiftitious Name, through miftake of 
the Greeks, who underftood not the 
Syrian Language, needs no further Con¬ 
futation ;) for which Opinion alfo Sal- 
mjius contends earneftly, the Credit of 
Popifcus fu pporting it. But it is plain, m. in vo 
that Popifcus was deceived in that Pa-f^-M 80 
ragraph, when he fays, * That Zenolia 
f did not hold the Empire in the Name 
! 1 01 Heremianus and Titnolaus, but of 
f her Son Vahallatbus . •—. exprefly 
againft the Aflertion of Trebellius Polite, 30 Tyr. 
who affirms the contrary j and of * Po- P- 1 9 8 - 
pifeus himfelf, in another place, * That * p - 2 16. 
* Zenobia held the Empire of the Eaft 
■ C Nomine Filiorum ) in the Name of 
•• her Sons, ~ And that the Coins 
are an unqueftionablp Confirmation of 
this Truth, Spanheim himfelf confefles, 

in which the leepnd and third Years of 

■ * - * « • 
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their Empire is recorded j and there¬ 
fore (if any Manulcript would give 
countenance to the addition) I fhould 
think, with Triflan, that the word 
( Herodis) is left out, and that it fhould 
be read Vahallathi Herodis Filii } ot 
probably Vopifcus might mifta ke his 
*r. 2 o 9 . Author, (for * he confefles, that he 
took all his Notices out of the Greek 
Writers,) and through hafte, read JS 
for CiwS, and fo tranllate Filii ■ for Me- 
pot is. But the placing the Head of Fo¬ 
ld da thus on the reverfe of Aurelm’s 
Coins, is to me an unqueftionable Evi¬ 
dence that he was not Zenobids Son; 
for I believe there cannot be one In* 
ftance produced of any Emperor who 
gave fiich an Allowance, but to a 
Frieod and Confederate ; whereas 2e* 
nobza and her Sons were always in 
profeft Enmity, and open War with 
the Romans, and the Romans with them, 
who were very eager, all through the 
Reign of Claudius , to have that haughty 
Queen lubdued,and the Empire wrelted 
out of her Hands. Nor will the Years 
of his Reign agree with this Opinion 
(if Viballatbus were carry’d a Prifoner 
to Rome with Zenobia, and Zenobia, did 

not 
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riot reign above five or fix Years;) for 
thole in Goltzius mention the Seventh 
Year of his Reign ,- one of which was 
ftampt at Troas , implying, that that 
City declar’d for his Interefts, in the 
fifth Year of his Empire, the Year in 
which Aurelian went to the Eafl ; and 
the Figure of Hope on the reverfe of Mamma 
one of his Latin Coins, implies his Ex* c-jj- 
pe&ation to be reftored by that puifi^ 143 ' 
lant Prince, who had been fo long kept 
out of his Right by his Mother-in- 
Law. 

But Spanbeim enforces his Opinion 
with afccond Argument, That Herod's 
Name doth not appear in any of the 
Coins of ViabaUathus , nor is there anv 
Proof that Herod was ever call’d A- 
thenas , or At hence us. To which I an- 
fwerin general. That it was the Cuftom 
of that Age and Country to have Two 
Names, the one Latin or Greek, the 
other Syriack, as Septimus Odenathus , 
Hernias Vaballatbus ; fo that it is not 
improbable, that Herod was call’d A - 
tbenceuSi ( Atbenas , Athenceus , Atheno- 
dorus, from Athene, i. e. Minerva , as 
Hernias from Hemes, or Mercury.) 

I once thought, that by the 

tranfpofing 
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tranfpofing the Letters (done by the 
Greek ignorartt of Syr tick) 

was put for ’Hval&s, ( by which Naififc 
Malela , the Syrian Writer, always calls 
Odenathus ;) but from one of the Coins 

Thefaur. j ft QoltZiiiS , Ofa&facA®, ’AWw k „ 

Ou---* I arti enclinable to read it, 
QJas/&alMs£0(§L ’ASfivQSlB OtJofaSJ'a, Hz* 
rodes and Grades being the fame Name, 
and always fo written in the Infec¬ 
tions. But of this Conjecture 1 mult 
leave thole Perfons to be Judges, who 
have feen thofe rare Coins, while 1 
profefs I was never fo happy. 


Chap. 
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CHAR VIL 

An Account of Loftginus. 

H Aving accounted, as well as | 
could, for Valallathus, I fhall 
I eafily be pardoned by all the LoVers of 
Learning, if out of a due Reverence to 
the Memory of Longinus, I endeavour 
[to adjuft the Particulars of the Life of 
[that admirable Man. 

Who his Father Was, we know not 
it having been the fate of many other 
excellent Perfons, that the World hath 
been left ignorant of their Parents, or 
the Place of their Nativity; but his 
Mother's Name was Frontonis , the Sifter s«d. 
ol the famous Pronto (Nephew pro 
bably to the great Plutarch) by Birth 
of the City ot Emefa, by Profeflion art: 
Orator, who having, in the Reign of 
the Emperor Sever us, hx’dhisRefidence 
& Athens, became a Competitor for 
Glory in his publick Exerciles with 
mloflratus the Elder, and Apfines of 
Gmara, and died at Athens , leaving 
[Ins Nephew Longinus the Critick his 

Heir„ 
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Heir. Whether Longinus was born at 
Palmyra, as the Editur of his Look of 
the Sublime Conjectures, I know not; I 
though it be not altogether irnpTobabfe ! 
that his Mother, who was of Emefa, ! 
might marry at Palmyra , a City not i 
far from it 5 though Tanaquil Faher , 
in his Edition of that excellent Trea- ] 
tife, from that Pafiage of Fopifcus in j 
rag. 219. the Life of Aurelian , ( “ That Longinus I 
“ dilated the haughty Epiftle of Ze- j 
“ nohia to the Emperor Aurelian, tho’ ; 
‘‘ it were written in Syriack—) would l 
conclude, that Longinus was not born 
in Syria ; and that thofe who determin 
that that Country was the Place of his 
Nativity, are confuted by Fopifcus. 

He is ufually called Dionyfm Lon¬ 
ginus , but for what reafon, or from • 
what Manufcripts, I know not; Suidas 
exprefly calling him Cajfius, though 1 
rather think it fliould be Cajims , as id 
is in the old Milan Edition of that Lexi- 
cographer, when he reckons up the Au- : 
thors out of whom he compiled his I 
Work 0 Km/a©.) Caftans, : 

Alui Cafmus , and Al-Cafem, being 
Arabick Names, that commonly occur j 
in the Saracenick Hiftory. 

•toi 
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In his younger days he traveled into Ep.UngM 
many Countries to improve his Studies, 

(his Parents giving themfelves the Satif- 
faflion to travel with him, and to ob¬ 
serve his Proficiency,) where he con- 
traded an Acquaintance with the moft 
learned Men of all Nations- who were 
the Ornaments of that Age, with 
Euclides , Democritus, and froclinus of 
Tiroas, the platonijls ; with Plotinus , 
and Gent Hi anus Amelins, of the fame 
SsCt at Rome ' With Ammonias and 


Origeu, under whofe Tuition he was a 
long time ( probably at Alexandria; 
where alfo he acquir’d the Acquaintance 
of Heliodorus the Peripatetic)', ; ) with 
Theodotus and Eubulus , who kept up 
the Platonick Succeilion at Athens - 
with Themiflocles and Phehion, the 


Stoicks ; with Annins and Medius, with 
Herminus and Lyjimachus , with Athe- 
hceus and Mrtjonius , of the fame School 
at Athens ; as atfb with Ptolemy, and 
another Ammonhii, the Peripateticks. 

’ Having thus grattfy’d his Cunofiry 
in his Travels, and furmiht his Mind 


with tliev ufdul Learning of the. Age, 
fie fix’d at Athens , probably under the 
Tuition of his Uncle Pronto , who enga- 

U ged 
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gedhim in the Study of Philology ,re 
he foon ddcover’d his excellent Genius, 
and was reputed the moft famous Cri- 
tick of his time, his Judgment of Au¬ 
thors being fo much valued, that it be¬ 
came the Standard of that learned Age ; 
and every Book was either approv’d or 
condemn’d, as Longinus pronounc’d its 
fate. At Athens, I conjecture, he wrote 
his admirable accurate Treatife of the 
Sublime, upon the Importunity of his 
Friend Pojihumius Terentianus (or, as 
sdi. 10. lome other Copies read it, Florentiami ) ' 
to whom he dedicates it ; for, fpeaking 
of the moft celebrated Orator, he calls 
him, our Demojlhenes, and reckons him¬ 
felf among the Greeks. At Athens, 
ylrT'-i'/" For P¥y became his Scholar, a Privi- 
0> }) ' lege much valued in that Age; for Lon¬ 
ginus was reputed a living Library, his 
Province engaging him to confider and 
cenfure the Writings of the Antients. 
And there Longinus changed his Syrian 
Name Mslchus into that of Porphyius 
(as Amelins , upon the lame dillike, 
call’d him Bajileus) training hitjvup in 
the Nicctits of Grammar,sud Rheto¬ 
ric!:, and accomplishing his Juvenile 
Studies; and Porphyry, who himfelfwas 

an 
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an excellent Critick, calls him in grati¬ 
tude ( dp x.£/o&i "‘zs'Q'ih@u dvop, x^iTmoa- 
m 1 @S) the Prince of the Criticks, and 
the belt Philologer of his Age : For if 
any Man had adventured to corredf an 
ancient Writer, his Opinion never 
found Approbation, till it was confirm’d 
by the judicious Longinus. Nor was 
bis whole time (pent in Criticifm; tho’ 

Plotinus , toucht with a little Envy, for 
they did not agree in all their Senti¬ 
ments, faid he was a good Philologer, 
but not a Philofopher ; for he profeft 
himfelf a Platonijl , and, as fuch, cele¬ 
brated the Feftival of Plato (probably 
his Birth-day) at Athens , according to Porpfyr. a- 
the Cuftom of thofe Times, with great P lid ^Lb. 
Solemnity, and gave himfelf up to thatf*Jot* 
Allegorical way of Writing to which Porpb.vit* 
that Seft of Philofophers indulged . plmnu 
for from him, and Numenius, as well as 
from the Books of Plato, Origen learn’d 
his method of Allegorizing the Holy 
* Scriptures. How long he fill’d the* Porphyr. 
Vlatonick Chair at Athens , or who fuc- a P‘ ,dEt, i eb ' 
ceeded him, I know not ,• as alfo, whe- ^'19!' 6 ' 
ther he ever lived at Magneda ad Si- 
pylum, or not, and were the Prcetor of 
that City, Succeflor, perhaps, to his 
U ^ Uncle 
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Uncle Fronto in that. Office ; fince I 
find in the Coins 'of Valerian, ’Em ep, 
Avp. Q>zJv7av(3jk, Mafvyrmv 2<. h. e. Xim- 
Mv£v (another Aurelius Fronto was 
Prator of Byzantium , under Alexander 
Severus ; ) and in another of Gallienus 
2r£9i. Aof^ett'B 0 . ’M&fvmuv Hmj. Nor 
can I fix the Year when he retired into 
Syria, and fetled himfeif at Palmyra, 
where his Learning and Wifdcm rendred* 
him very iiluftrious, and capacitated 
him to affift Zenobia with his Counfe/s, 
till his death, and to educate her Sons 
in all good Literature. But though he 
gave himfeif to the Study and Pra&ice 
of the Rules of Government, while he 
lived at Palmyra, as became a Privy. 
Counfellor to a great Queen, and there 
probably writ his Book of Tattich, for 
the ufe of that warlike Emprefs ; yet 
he was far from deferting his other be* 
loved Mufes, but made diligent En¬ 
quiries after the Writings of all the 
learned Men of that Age, efpecially of 
Plotinus. The Country where he was, 
lay remote from the known Seats of 
polite Learning ; the People, in an 
adfive and contentious Age, were more 
acididttd to Arms than Arts : And the 

Language 
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Language of Palmyrene was fo very dif¬ 
ferent from the ufual learned Tongues, 
that he look’d about him a long time, 
till he could find a Copyift that under¬ 
stood fo much Greek, as to enable him 
to tranflate the Works of Plotinus ; but 
having found a fit Man, he confin’d 
him to that Province, as himfeif relates 
in his Epiftle to Porphyry: Such a Value 
did he put on the Works of that pro¬ 
found Platonift , tho’ he did not agree 
entirely with him, and took an occa- 
fion to write againft him and Amelias, 
expreffing at the fame time a deep Ve- 
neration for them both. He encou¬ 
raged Amelias to vifit the Eaff, and 
of him purchafed all Plotinus’s Works: 
And having heard that Porphyry, by 
his Abftinence, and other Severities, 
had impair d his Conffitution, he in¬ 
vited him alfo very earneftly to come 
to ?almyra, afluring him that that Air 
would repair his ruin’d Health, and 
kept up his Correspondence with his 
old Friends to the day of his depth : 
And there alfo he wrote his Panegyrkk 
upon Odenatbus (probably upon" the 
Death of that heroick Emperor) which 
Ulmus was fofond of; but whether 
y 3 ho 
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he compofed any of thofe Books at Pal¬ 
myra, either in Critick (for hecenfured 
both Poets and Orators) or Philofophy, 
the lofs of which the learned World be¬ 
wails, is uncertain: This we know, 
that that haughty Epiftle which Ze- 
nolia lent to Aurelian , when he re¬ 
quired her to refign her Authority, was 
laid to be di&ated by this great Man, 
the Refentment of which gave occafion 
to his death ; for that levere and proud 
Emperor hated any thing that feemtd 
to check his Pow er, or ruffle his am¬ 
bitious Thoughts. 

So fell the admirable Longinus , to 
the grief of all good Men, who bemoan 
his fate, and the lofs of his excellent 
Writings, moft of w'hicb, in all likely- 
hood, perifht when Palmyra was de« 
ftroy’d. I had (ome Intentions to have 
fubjoyn’d an Account of his Works, 
but I ftiperfede that Difquifition, as 
foreign to my prefent Defjgn, till (ome 
other Occafion offers. 
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CHAP. VII. 

A Jhort Commentary on the 
Infcriptions. 

| Have digefled the Infcriptions, not 
1 as they are let down in the Journal, 
where they are placed as they inciden¬ 
tally fell under the Traveller’s Eye, 
but under their leveral Heads, to which 
they feem reduceable. And fiirft I be¬ 
gin with the Sepulchral Infcriptions, 
the Epitaphs inferibed upon the Tombs 
of the People of Palmyra. 

i. 

To JUVU/oMoV 7§ iKTKTtV rf 

tiitw ’OS' ouvctftiS^ 6 A 

tuI}(§k, cruftthyn^iftoT} Ai~fvu O^a/SaA- 
AaS’a TS Newzapb ciund te f tjo?§ c ivrd itj 
v l u)vo?'Z 615 to 7 ruvn\ci ouimviov r<ayJjj 6 . 

Which may be thus rendred : 

Monumentum Jepulchrale propriis fump- 
ttlus condidit Septimius Odenathus emi¬ 
nent iffimus Senator , ZEranis filius, Va- 
U 4 ballathi 
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biHathi nepos , Nafori pronepos , © phi 
& jf/w /iw« £? nepotifas in perpetuum, 
in honorem fempiternnm. 

This Infcription contains an Account, 
c ‘ That Septimius Odenatbus, the mod 
“ excellent Senator, had ere&ed that 
“ Monument for himfelf and his Pofle- 
“ rity, to preferve their Name forever. 
And he hath hitherto had his Willi, the 
Monument having efcap’d the Fury of 
Time, the Rage of the Reman Soldiers, 
and the Madncfs of the fuperfiitious 
Arabs, who are profeff Enemies to all 
the remains of venerable Antiquity, 
That this Sept mm Oden at bus was the 
fame illufldous Perfon who afterward 
* p. was declar’d Emperor, I fuppofe,* I have 
already prov’d to be very probable. 

Tci$idv occurs not in the Lexicon, 
but fignifies a Place of Burial. The 
Place is the Sepulchre, the Epigraphe 
\in 9 /F-the Monument, fays "f Semins ; Opens 
extruttio fepulchrum, nomen inferiptm 
tnonimentum j but a Maufofaum con¬ 
tain’d many Sepulchres, as one Se¬ 
pulchre might include many Monu¬ 
ments ; the Tomb being built very 
often (as our Vaults) for the ferviceef 
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the whole Family, as this of Odenathus 
was erected for himfelf, his Sons and 
Nephews; others, for the Owner, his 
Children and Servants, &c. whereas 
whofoever laid violent Hands on him- POtn, 1. 9, 
felf, was to be buried alone, and with - de L(&b ‘ 
out an Infcription : The fliorter the 
Epitaph, the more honourable it was 
accounted, fo it contained the Atchieve- 
ments of the Perfon there depofited, it 
was not to exceed four Heroical Verfes, 
fays Plato , (//,« TThtAU) Tl'T]ccpu>v flpMi'K&V 
v •) and of this kind ( i. e. very 
fhort) are the Palmyrene Inlcriprions. 

But the Men of Sicyon chofe a much p «"fa »• 
ihorter Method, itilcribing only the^’ a * 
Name of the Dead Perfon (not men¬ 
tioning fo much as his Father’s Name) 
and wifliing him Joy ; while the Pal - 
tnyrenians inferted their Pedigree to 
iour or five Generations paft. By fuch 
Monuments the Antients thought to 
perpetuate their Memory to Eternity, 
and for this reafon the Grave is com¬ 
monly called Domus /Eterna, Domus v. Gruten 
Ter pet ua y Domus AEt emails, and Se- f<#»• 
pulchri Perpetui Honor ; and what is 
in this Infcription laid to be done -n 
OTmAtj cudvtw n/Aw, is in another 
.Monu- 
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Monument (aid to be, /uvn/t&ov cuwiov 
■)£&.$. And with their own Names 
they itiferted thofe of their Progenitors, 
that they alfb might be enrolled in the 
Annals of Honour. And they often 
took care to infcribe the Epitaph in (e» 
veral Languages, that other Nations 
might be thereby inftrudted in the 
Name and Vertues of the Dead, (and 
perhaps, that they might prefer ve lome 
remains of their native Language likely 
to be fupplanted and forgotten.) Thus, 
Capitol, when Philip had (lain the Emperor 
corrfwn. 3 . Gor j- ant the Army buried him at 
C'trceia Caftra ( or Circejium ) in the 
Confines of Perfia, and wrote his Epi¬ 
taph in Greek and Latin, in the Perfic, 
Jewifh, and Egyptian Languages, that 
all Nations might underftand it, To the 
Deify d Gordianus, the Conqueror of the 
Perfians, the Goths and Sarmatians, 
the Arbiter of the Roman Seditions , 
the Conqueror of the Germans ; but not 
the Conqueror of the Philippi, for they 
murder’d him. 

x. 

The Second Infcription contains an 
Epitaph which Sorachus ere&ed to his 

Wife 
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Wife Martha , Ann, Chrifli 178, in 
the 1® of Marcus Antoninus the Em¬ 
peror : 

* Ms^Ggiv ’AA^av^pa to KcittuSAh * ]_ 
Ooa/Sa/AaOa TO Sopct^f^, Ai- ckv. 

Qfivu CIV'A ClLiTViC, jU.vh{AtfS XviXAV y.VVSi 
Au ?‘prp TO *7T £ v t aq. 

And may thus be rendred : 

In memoriam Marthce Alexandra Ca~ 
padeti filia, Vaballathi Meptis , Symonis 
pronept is S orach us TEranis films , mari - 
tus illitts pofuit menfe Martio, A. D. 490. 

3 * 

The Third is of the fame nature, 
appropriated by Malchus to himfelf and 
his Children,tho’ built by his Anceftors: 

To f^vnpi&iov sktksvlv f ’EAst/SiiA^, M a.v- \ ] ’ EAa< 
vf'&k, MctAyf^. O'J x/SaAAaGy (51 

TV M avvauis to ’EAa/wfAs cLnf ts 

ijo?s true AIT pj'ivog gavSixS. 

Hoc Monumentum condiderunt Elabe- 
lus, Mannaus, Sochaeis. Malchus verb 
Viiballathi filius, Mannei ttepos , Elaleli 
■ pronepos 


>00 The Appendix, 

pronepos fibi, &film pofuit. anno a\a 
ntenfe Aprili. 

It is plain, that in this Infcription 
there is a miftake in the firft line, 
of ’E^a/S«Ag; for ’EAajSaAt^, and a 
greater in Grammar, if Elabelus, Man - 
n<sus, and Sochaeis, be taken for the 
fame Man ; I have therefore render’d 
it literally from the Greek, and have 
reafon to think that there is another 
miftake in the Name So^a&i;, for if 
Malchus were the Grandlon of Matt, 
tneus, the Great Grandfon of Eleleks, 
as the Infcription demonftrates, then 
Sochaeis and Vaballathus muft be 
the fame Perfon, for he is exprefly 
called the Son of A’’ abal/athus ; nor is 
it unpardonable to imagine, that In» 
feriptions fet up by Syrians , who can¬ 
not be prefum’d exa£t Matters of Greek, 
and tranferibed in fome hafte, might be 
fubjeeft to miftakes, many fuch (whe¬ 
ther of the Graver or Copyift, 1 can¬ 
not determine) frequently occurring 
to the diligent Reader j and there¬ 
fore I believe that fhould be 

chang’d into BzM<z 9 @l, or BaA« 0 JI, 
(boaaa6oc) the fame Name with 

J * * 7 . t 
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Vaballathus , by which Alteration the 
whole Infcription is very intelligible 
Sence, and Grammar. 

4 * 

MwjU&gv cuslviov ylgp; 

~NLoyj.fJM to KaiA^aAoiTO TO 
(Ma ...ov 61? 7E ictoTZv, ty $?, % vicjtm * I. U*r* 
ST8? AIT fMIV&i Hat'SlXof. vain. 

Thus rendred : 

Monument um in fempiternum honorem 
tedificavit Gichus Moc'rnifiius, Calcial- 
cifi nepos , Manncei pronepos in fui , 

® natorum, & pofterorum fepulturam % 
anno 314 , menfe Aprils i. e. Chr. z°. 

I very much doubt, that more than 
one fault occurs in the Names of the 
Perfons, (and perhaps for Kc^A^aAoiTO, 
we may read to dXcvhw al is a 
common prefix ; and Afifus, or Azifus , 
a Syrian Name. Jofephus mentions 
Azizas a Royrelet of Emefa ; it was 
alio the Name of their God Mercury ;) 
and if fo, it mutt be render’d, Mocimi , 
qui & Azizus, filius, Mannsi nepos. 

But I dare not vouch for the Emenda¬ 
tion; 
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tion ; whatever therefore may become 
or’ that Conjecture, it is certain, that 
there is a fniftake in the Date, and 
that for AIT we ought to read Air. 
( T and T are letters eafily confounded,) 
becaufe in the Inlcription, G for y, 
and ® for £lj and 6 for E are ufed, all 
which never appear in any genuine 
Coin, or Marble, till Domitiaris time, 
as the Criticks agree.) This Inlcription 
therefore is of the fame Year with the 
precedent, the Monument being let up, 
Ann. Cbr. toz, the Fourth of the Em¬ 
peror Trajan : And thele two are the 
rnoft ancient Infcriptions at Tadmtr. 
I have rendred ctmviov yipiSd by horns 
fempiternus, upon the Authority of 
Hefychius , yt-Qst-C, 'nud, m/Sac, SQfci- 
dplTHS, 

s • 

From the Infcriptions of the Se¬ 
pulchres, I proceed to confider their 
publick Monuments, ereCted by the 
Order of tug Senate and People of the 
Commonweal a of Tadmur , to the Ho¬ 
nour of fuch or r heir Citizens who hid 
delerv’d well oi the RepuDiick. The 

firft 
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firft that occurs, relates to Alilamenes, 
or rather Alcamenes. 

f H /3sA« 4 } 'kXiXoLfjjivcL 

Ft ctvia Morapas TO AjgptVa, to MclrSct, 
itf AiQctvlw ■T dim! dom/Smt; £ 

x[ai]ymr7iT^7rfit) [so] ad- ■ 

V MC > aptov-VTus rij Tntl&h, £ vraleJioig 
&ioig rd/MK NT. A mvk 

BavBixS. 

Senatus, Topulufque (Palmyrems ) Al- 
camenem Panii Mocimi, qui & JEranes 
ilium. Mat thee nepotem ,, & Alranem 
illius patrem viros pios, & patriot 
mantijjimos , & omnimodo pub lice pla- 
centes patria, S? pewatilus honoris ergo, 
anno 450, ultimo menfis Apr His, h. e. 

Am. Che, jc^i, Ha dr iani Imp, emor* 
tuali. 

Alcamenes is a Name well known, 
and frequently occurs ; but Alilamenes, 
no where, that I remember. Alcamenes Thucyd. 
was one of the Generals of Agis King '• 8 - 
of Sparta, fent into Eubrea when that 
Ifland revolted from the Athenians, 
afterward made the Governor of Chios* 
and flain by the Athenians at Pireceus. 

Another 
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* Ttetz, Another * of that Name, was a famous 
Statuary in Brafs, a Contemporary and 
Rival of the great Matter Phidias ,* or 
perhaps it fliould be read, Alexamenes. 
Alexamenes the Son of Damon was the 
VoUmarshm, or General ol the PBtO' 
t Cxxix. Hans, (ays Gruter ; and inftead of 
l> Panins, I would read either Pmius, 
which is no unufual Name among the 
Romans ( L. Pinnius Celer, & L. Pin. 
nius Celfus occur in the Infcriptions) 
or rather Phanius ; ’zrpiaiSsL'riis, 

|] dV- in || Gruter ; ' A-nhChzc, Qzvtts, the Prcetor 
v Hardu'm . of Apamia, in the v Coins. That this 
f . 58. phanius Mocimus was alfo called Airanesj 
the Infcription demonftrates, wherein 
Atranes is exprefly called the Father of 
Alcamenes ; they are both magnified 
for their Piety, and their Love to their 
Country Q as Barachias, and Mocimus 
his Son, are applauded in the next In* 
Infcription) to which they were great 
Benefactors, while in gratitude their 
fellow-Citizens honoured ttrch Patrons 
with the magnificent Titles of K-ns-zl 
( Founders of their City,) ’S-urnpa 
( Saviours,) and E vt^ylrccf (Benefactors,) 
paying them the highett Refpett while- 
alive ; and perpetuating their Memory 

wteri 
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when dead, by a thankful Remem- 
brance, by publick Statues, and noble 
Infcriptions, according to that excel¬ 
lent Sentence that is happily preferv’d 
among the Fragments of the ancient 
Gratitude in one of Gruter s Marbles, sss. 4, 

T#f dyxQv; a) davovraf evefye]£y S'h. 

That good Men , even when they are dead , 
ought to he recompens'd, and celebrated .— 

Thus the Senate and People of Ancyra , 
the Metropolis of the Tettofagi, ho¬ 
noured L, Fulvius Rujiicus .ACmilianus, 
Calpurnius Proclus, and F. Flavius v. Marm 
Tee anus, their Benefactors, their Foun- c #"- 
ders, and Saviours. This Title of Be- I,2>3,4 ' 
nefattors was lometimes given to Kings, 
faysthe Holy Writ, Luk. iz.zf. to the 
Ptolemy's , Mithridates , to Philip of 
Macedon, and other Princes ; even to 
Women, fo Berenice is called by Era- 
toflhenes : fometimes by Sovereigns to 
their Subjeas, lo Artaxerxes honour’d 
Mordecai with the Title of Benefactor 
and, Saviour, fays * Jofephus . Their * ^ 
Names and Atchievements, for the/.n. c.6 
Prefervation of their Mailers., being re¬ 
corded and a par¬ 

ticular Reward always appointed f v# 

X them 
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them ; at other Ones to whole Coun- 
tnes, lo rlr- ^gyiulptf wer*? called 
* * Evi^ylraf, (she > erjim Name is Orofm* 

/•'«{' Alex' g&Ml 5 Herodotus ,) oecaole they amfted 
/• 73 - Cyrus the SonotCambyfes in his Expedi- 
tion againd the Scythians ; a Title that 
demondrated their Likened to the Dei¬ 
ties, [for the Egyptians called their 
Nilus and Ofiris, i. e. the Sun, Owphis, 
t dc ijhi. which fignifies a Benef'attor, fays t Her- 
&ofrc. (y mans in Plutarch,'] to whom alfo a good 
r“ t '‘T°~ Man was fometimes accounted a Bene¬ 
factor, for fo Clinodemus the Son of Le- 
botus is by a publick Decree of the 
Senate and People of Delos declared 
V. hisii. [ t# ts (epa dj JLytXlu>v~] hfl flfld 

’n.V.’fal. Pofterity Bene.abtors to the Temple 
f. 28’. 5 and People oi Delos. And Dionyfm of 
Berytus is celebrated as a Benefaftor to 
his Councry Gods, fo the learned Edi¬ 
tor of the Oxford Marbles, and others, 
underhand the Infcriprion, &iavm(& 
7J>voev(§h> tS ©io^vpa Bupunc? 

©jo is i. e. Beneficus erga Pa- 

trios Deos , while the Inlcriprion may 
be thusrendred,I think more properly, 
Dionyfuis Zenonis filius Theodori nepos 
Berytius leneftcus (h. e.foleani dccreto 
Bcrytiornm Euiayvrni , feu BenefatUr 
J ■ fancim) 
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fancitus') Diis Patriis [Marmor fc.Jeu 
aratn pojuit, Jou dedteavti dj Thus irj 
a curious lofctiption found and tran¬ 
scribed by Monfieur Spon, in the Idhrnus 
of Corinth ; the Dedication is made, 

©aoi? vra/ejoi;, d, ry 7ru1*}$i, Publius MMU n . 
“ IJcinius Pycem. Prifcus luventianus cn<c/ _ !t - Al1 - 
“ the High Pried (or Life, devoting to , ^ / ^' IO ‘ 
his Country Gods, and his Country, p- 
“ the Altars which he had built, thePro- 
“ vifions which he had made for the 
“ Athlete, who Ihould come thither to 
“ the Iflhmian Games,with other munifi- 
“ cent Buildings eredxd to theirlionour : 

Upon which account we may well p rc _ 
fume him a Favorite to the People of 
Corinth , and to the Penates ; as Alca~ 
wenes and his Father Airanes are (aid to 
be pleafing not only to their felJow- 
Citizens, but to their Country Gods, 
who probably by an Oracle declar'd 
their good Opinion of their Perfons, 
and acceptance of their Services • for 
fo Julius Aurelius Zenobius is in ano¬ 
ther of thefe Infcriptions, laid to be p. 5 - 
for his extraordinary meritorious Scr- Tra "-^ L 
vices to his Prince and Country, ho¬ 
nour’d with a Tedimonial from the 
God Jaribolus, (who was doubtlefs one 
X z of 
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p. 103 . 


Goth. 1 . 1 
c. 25. 


T- 375 - 


the Country Gods, or Penates of Pal- 
myra ;) and Bolanus declar’d in a third 
place to be choien one of the Curators 
of the Fountain Apbaca by the fame 
God Jaribolus , the Heathens paying a 
great Veneration to the-r Country 
Gods, or Penates, (for (o the old GLf- 
faries inftrudf us. Penates , 7 m1%m 
. 9 eo/; & vice versa , Ttarpdot ©wl, Pe¬ 
nates : and Procopius lays, that Janus 
was the firft of the antient Gods, whom 


the Romans call’d Penates , 6 < 5 $ IaV@L 

Trpiroe j/Av nv r£v dp^alovv GDidv, a? en 
VaD/uctht ry o-pm^as. •mviflm;, b, e. 

sp. Jam- Penates , cWAsv.) For when Julian 
bllih ‘ the Emperor would pafs an extravagant 
Complement upon his Friend Jambli • 
cbus , (if the Epiftle be his, which I 
much doubt) he fays, that as loon as 
he came into Bithynia , he offered him 
his Prefents, as if he had been one of 
his Country Gods, t&QdTrtf valfa 

& 4 - 

6 , 


*H /3feA» ii) 0 Sb/jcoc Bzgdypiv 

jTKfxaa T8 lci£//3ct>A4fS MtrafMV v'cv 
aura t£<nl3&<; quMoral wpsi 
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Senatus , populufq; Bareicben ( 
Barachiam) Amrijamfi filium Jaribo- 
leos nepotent @ Mocimum illius filium 
viros pios , @ Patrice amantes honoris 
ergo coluit. 

This honorary Infcription needs no 
Commentary, frnce it is fo very like 
the former, unlefs it be worth re¬ 
marking that Jariboleus is here the 
Name of a Man, as eifewhcre of a God, 
it being very ufual to give the names 
of their Deities to their great Men ; 
though perhaps it might not be rec¬ 
kon’d the wildeft of Conjectures to 
imagine, that Amrifamfus was called 
Jariboleus after the name of his God, 
to whole Patronage he had committed 
himfelf, and by w hom he was nomina¬ 
ted to fome Office, perhaps the Prieft- 
hood, as Bolanus was by the fame Deity 
to the Office of Curator of the Foun- 
tain Apbaca. 

The following Inlcription is very 
noble, and very inftru&ive. 

7 * 

H / 2 aAp itf 6 dittos laAiov AjJ^hA tor 
Zwo/Siov Ttv ;y Zcc/SAiAc^v Ai(7jtt<*A^8 rS 

^ 3 
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N ctasS/utts ?ggt%yma.v1a. dv s-m^pia 
0ea AAel'aM'cS'^a, >tj vrniai’rlum.v'hz. Trau¬ 
ma PartM/a K^/fm/ra rS fiyy. 

art/zivis^ ;l, i-rndv./zyimovug ovvi^^crhomv, 
dyopotvopJAsu.v'Trrn cvxovimvct (p&tdvmv- 
la ^njuAnav, iy ^-AcZi? r m'KmvtTvipA\w 

cin; Stz toCtk ftct^TO^d9eii7a wro 0eS Fa- 

gZ/SaAa £) U 77 T) fa A/a.ra 

£|o^(»7z£ra l/vzf^a ra &i<?a 
iy *j% r nzTQj.oc<; tdv ^(Ao7ra,r^it' nqm.c, 
era? AN$. 

5. P. 0. y ( Palmy renus) Julium Aure- 
Hum Zenobium, qui & Zabd'tlas, Diof 
malchi filium, Naffiimi Nep. mi lit ant em 
in aclventu Dei Alexandria & indeje/sil 
pr&fentid, infervientem Rutillio Crijpino 
Duct, & deduths vexillationibus; adi- 
km , nec fun parcentem fimptilus, fed & 
optimum Magi Hr at am, ideoq; teftimonio 
oniatum a Deo Jarilolo , & a Julio 

.. nobilijfimo Prcefefto prat or io^ 

& d Putrid, Patrice amantem , honoris 
ergo. Anno. <^4. Chrifti (c. 242, 
Gordiani tertii 5. 

o 

To underhand this Infcription a> 
right, it is requifite to reflect upon the 
State of both the Roman and Perfian 
Empires at that timej which I fhall 

briefly 
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briefly confider. Alexander the Great 
having made himfelf Mailer of all the teofim.i. r, 
Eaft, his SuccefTors the Kings of ' Syria l8 ‘ 

kept the PofTeflioh of that part of the 
Empire, till Arfaces the Parthian, pro- 
vok’t by the Injuries done to his Bro¬ 
ther Tiridates , took Arms, and having 
llain Pherecles the Governor of the 
Country, laid the Foundation of the 
Parthian Empire (which whither it 
commenc’d under Seleucus Call ink us , 
or his Father Antiochus, vi ho call’d 
himfelf the God, I will not undertake 
to determine :) This Empire Iafled 
2,70 Years, fays Agathias out of the L.2.&m- 
Records of that Country, from Arfa• rohan. 1.6. 
ces their firft King to Artaban the laft, 
under whom Artaxeres, ( Zoftmus calls 
more properly Artaxerxes) an obfeure 
Perfian, but of an afpiring Mind, of 
great Courage and l'nduflry, having 
fermented feverai of the Natives into 
a Rebellion, after three Battles fought 
with fuccefc, foiz’d Artaban, and, hav¬ 
ing muther’d him, put the Crown on 
his own Head, and fo transited the 
Empire a fecond time to the Perfians. 

This happen’d, fays the above-menti. a# ah.!. 4. 
oned Hiftorian, in the five hundredth 
X 4 and 
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and thirty eight Year of Alexander the 
Great , (i. <?. of the Selemdaruni ) 

and in the fourth Year of Alexander 
the Son of Mammaa : Artaxerxes hav¬ 
ing thus conquer’d the Parthians, and 
fettled himfelf in the Throne, the next 
Year after, viz. the fifth of Alexander , 
he made his Incurfions into the Roman 
Territories. Alexander at firft attemp¬ 
ted to divert him from his Inroads by 
his Letters; but finding the Method 
unfuccefsful, he marcht with a power¬ 
ful Army into the Eaft, fought that 
potent Prince, forc’t him to fly, and 
got a glorious Vi&ory, having taken 
Lamprid. 3 00 Elephants, dtftroy’d 2.00 more, 
M- 13?* flain an Hundred and twenty thoufand 
of their Horfe, befides 10000 of their 
(CataphraElce) Troops, that were arm’d 
cap a pe ; he alfo recover’d Mefopota • 
m'ta out of their hands, and firft taught 
the Perfiins how to ferve the Romans; 
after which he return’d to Antioch , and 
from thence to Rome , where the Senate 
decreed him a Triumph, as the Reward 
of his Services on the r$th of September, 
Anne Chrifti xi?. 

This 
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This Vi&ory, fays Caffiodore in his 
Fafti, was obtain’d in the firft Year of 
Alexander , Julianus and Crifpiniu be¬ 
ing Confuls, (his Cojf. Alexander 
Xerxem Regem Perfarum vicit ) but he 
is miftaken; for not to mention, that 
Julian and Crifpiniu were not Confuls, 
till the | Year of Alexander (who came 
to the Empire Anno cer. vulg. zzz. the 
1 oth of March, after Heliogabalus was 
flain) being fixt by all the other Fafli , 

(both thole of Idattus , and thofe, 
which the mod Learned Mr. Dodwell 
hath publilht out of the MSS. of Sir H. 

Savil, and Jfaac Vojfuu) to the Year of 
Chrift 124. Agathias pofitively avers, 
that Artaxerxes did not aflume the 
Crown of Perjia , till the fourth Year 
of Alexander Mammcece, which is 
exactly coincident with the 53 Zth 
year of the cer a Seleucidarum ,, and the 
vulgar Year of Chrift zzj ; and this 
account the Hiftorian declares he 
had from the Archives of the Perfian 
Kings. 

In this Expedition the Palmyrenians 
declar’d for the Interefts of the Ro¬ 
mans, againft the Perfian Ufurper, and 
fenc their Troops to their afliftance un¬ 
der 
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der their General Zenobius. This Ze¬ 
nobius is laid to be the Son | 

or Aioapi ol'K'^h, like A ioaub^, ttie 
N >mesot the Heathen Gods being ufu- 
ally given to the Men oi illuftrious Def- i 
cent; this Diofmalchus was the Son of 
tfajfumus .• In another Infer,ption a like 
pag ' 9 ' name occurs, The 5 

Expedition of Alexander is tilled j 
/Atz®iS A A i^cLv^^n, that great Prince | 
having been dead fome years, when j 
this Infcription was ere&ed, and by the i 
Senate deified, who appointed him a j 
ColledgeofPriefts, call’d Alexandrim, 
and order’d a Feftival to be kept on his ■ 

ta' nP i' tC 6 Birch ’ da y’ w hich the Romans continu- 
pag ' 13 ‘ ed to celebrate near a hundred years 
after, in the days of Conflantine the 
Great ; and to this Deification probably 
the E-m<h/Mz in the Infcription, hath a 
remote relation; for the Heathens fel- 
dom fpeak of their Princes, but as of 
lacred Perfons, their Perfons were m - 
ntina, and all their Laws and A&ions, 
divine. Thus iynS^fjjix is often ufed ; 
when Eunapius treats of the Title of 
Vhiloftratms Book of the Life of Apol¬ 
lonius, he faith, it rather ought to be 
fried eis av0^7r«50oS, the Pa¬ 

gans 
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gans fetting up that Impoftor in oppo- 
fidon to our blefied Saviour, who being 
God, made his appearance among Men. 

So St. Gregory of Nazianzum, calls our 0rat ' 3 8 - 
blefied Lord's Incarnation 1 -m^fAxv 
0e£ 7 rpjs dvQacims<;. It was the com¬ 
mon Opinion of thofe Ages, that their 
Gods did upon fome lolemn days de¬ 
fend from Heaven, put on humane 
Shape, and appear in thofe Cities, for 
which they had a particular Regard, 

(as many of the Ancients thought the 
Martyrs did frequently Ihow them- 
felves in thofe places, either where they 
had been born, or put to death, or bu¬ 
ried ;) and this Defcent they called v, f- , D j m 
0t8 ; and being prone to TarUx. 
Deify their Princes, and to treat them? rt £- 4° 8 - 
with ail fort of divine Honours, when¬ 
ever the Emperor vouchfaft to vifitany 
City, they entertained him with the 
higheft Teftimonies of Joy and Exulta¬ 
tion, and reputed the Day a folemn 
Feftival; and therefore in the Coins 
YnahftfAx Aur. And Advent us Augufli v.Hardum. 
falicifftmus frequently occurs, and in mm -M 97 - 
another of the Infcriptions at Palmyra, 
E7nJV'xw0r,2 Ao g/avS, 

The 
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The Imperial General in this Expedi¬ 
tion was Rutiilius Crifpinus, (the Pratio- 
nwn of that great Man being reftor’d to 
him from this Infcription, no ancient 
Monument elfe call ng him other than j 
Lamprid. Crifpinus .*) Tullius Crifpinus was the 
prafetlus Preetorio under Did ins Julia* 
ms; but he cannot be the Man; but \ 
there was another Crifpinus f a Man of j 
the Confuiar Dgnity, who with Metio • j 
capitolin. philus, after the barbarous Munherof 
Maximmu Alexander Severus, maintained Aqui- 
2 ' 14 * lei a againft Max minus, who in vain I 

befieg’d it. They were both fent by 
ilp4oi69. the Senate to preferve that important 
Place ; and they maintain’d their Pro- ] 
vince with fb much Courage, that the i 
Soldiers difpairing to take the City, 
fell upon their Generals, and flew both i 
Maxi/nin and his Son, in their Tents. I 
The lame Crifpinus had been long be¬ 
fore Collegue with Jultanus in the Con- 
fulfhip am. of Alexander Sevens, 
of Chrift 114. from the Death of A* j 
Itxander the Great 547. and from the j 
Year of Augufius (or the Epocha of the | 
Battel at Attium) 153. fay the ancient j 
Fajli , publilht by the mod Learned 

Dodwelh 
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Dodwell. Upon this General Crifpinus 
Zenobius of Palmyra, was a conftant 
Attendant, affiuing the Auxiliary 
Troops with whatever Necefiaries they 
flood in need of in thole barren De- 
farts; Ouo%i?foci'Ao<nv: i. e. Vexillatio- 
nilus , Vexillariis , or auxiliariis, the 
words being ot an equivalent inport ; 
for th fe very Troops, which Taci-v. Salmaf. 
tus calls in one place auxiliorum co- ™ f A - 
hortes, he prefentiy after fliles vexil- 
lares cohortes , the whole Roman Ar¬ 
my being divided into their own 
Legions; and Auxiliaries, lays Mon- 
fieur Saumaife, auxtlia in cohortes di - 
vifa, cohortes in vexilla , itaq- cohors 
femper de auxiliis , (S’ vexilla de co - 
hortibus; the Dux Vexillorum in the 
Inlcriptions being the fame with the 
Trapofitus auxiliorum . 

Zenobius was alfo dyo^nvopco^, or (C- 
dile of his City, (the Office I have al¬ 
ready accounted for) and he adorn’d 
his Province with great Magnificence, 
for lb I read dfwwcwt'a « tov tSiup 
(or mai/) dpa^onvla. ygY\[Acbntv, the 
Phrale frequently occuring in 

thefe. 
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thefe, as in fcveral other Infcriptions; 
and for this Reafon, among others, he 
is honour’d with the Title of a good 
Magiftrate, uy,?v2q 7toA mued.f/,ivov;) 
for this generous and beloved Officer 
had his publick Tcftitnonies, that he, 
deferv’d the nobleft Character that 
could have been given of him, face 
both the Gods and Men were Vouchers 
for his Merit; the God Jaribolus , Juli¬ 
us Philippus, the Prtefedus Pretoria of 
the Eatl, together with all his fellow- 
Citizens, having publickly attefled his 
Love to his Country. Of the God J<r- 
p.i 62 ,i 6 ^ribolus, and his Oracle, I have fpoken 
already ; and the Monument it fell isan 
undeniable Proof of the Regard his 
Counrry had to him, and with what 
refped: the Roman Governour of the 
Eaft rreated him. Who this Prafettus 
Prat or to of the Eaft was, will beeafily 
found, if we reflect on the Date of the 
Infoription, an. <er. Seleucid. f ^4. i. e. 
Chrifti zqz. the year before the young- 
eft Gordian was (lain ; at which time 
Julius Philippus the Arabian, was the 
Vrafecius hr at. of the Eaft. 
p.i6ij62. Capitolinas affirms, that Gordian pro¬ 
claim’d the War, and went into Per fa, 

when 
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when Prtetextatus and Atticus were 
Confuls: i. e. fays Onuphrius, in the 
year of Chrift, according to the vulgar 
Computation, 142. for then C. Aufidi - 
us Atticus, and C. Auftnius Pratexta- 
tus were Confuls ; that Mifitheus died, 
and Philip fucceedcd him, Apriano, 
and Papo Cojf. that is, the year after, 
an, Chrifti 143. for then C. Julius Ar- 
rianus, and /Emilias Papas were Con¬ 
fuls; but that theYear following, when 
Feregrinus, and Fulvius JEmilianas 
were Confuls, Gordian was ftain the 
firfl; of March, and Philip fucceeded 
him. So fay the Fafli of Idatius , and 
others; and fo fays Caftiodore , (that in 
the Confulate of Peregrinas and JEmi- 
lianus, Gordian was flam by Philip, as 
he was returning home crown’d with 
Lawrel for the Conqueft of the Perfi- 
ans, not far from the Roman Territo¬ 
ries near Circefum ; for there he was 
buried, that being the Roman Bounda¬ 
ry toward the Eaft; and that the Army 
built him a Tomb on the Euphrates, the 
Place being called the Sepulchre of Gor- 
ilian, fays Aar. Vidor, but carried his 
Bones to Rome nor do the Fafli in 
Sir H. Savil’s MS. fet out by Mr. Dod- 

ivell, 
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well, difagree, only they fix theOn. 
luls a year higher, which the Palm, 
rene Inlcription confirms, in which 
Philip is ex prefly faid to have been the 
Prafeftus Pratorio of the Eaft* an. 
5 74. h. e. Chr. zqz. 

From whence alfo we may colled, 
that the City of Palmyra was in the 
Expedition of Gordian, as well as in that 
of Alexander a Confederate, and an 
Affiftant to the Romans. How that 
Commonwealth behaved it felf toward 
Philip the Murtherer, and Succe/Tor of 
Gordian , we have no Records; but from 
the rafore in the Inlcripticn we may 
conclude, that they hated his Name and 
Memory : In truth fb odious were the 
Perfon and A&ions of Philip , that no 
one Hiftorian, that I remember, hath 
written his Life; and thofe who treat 
of him by the by, call him perfidious 
Wretch. Aurelius ViSlor ftiJes him 
Tbraconites, i.e. a Native of the Region 
of fracomtis , (born at Boflra in Araik 
fays Trift an,) he was of a very mean 
Parentage and Original ; his Fathers 
true Arab, a Captain of Banditi, (his 
name Saturninus, (ays Tridan) his Life 
ignominious, and his Death fuch as he 

deferv’d 
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deferv’d, being facrificed by Decius to 
the angry Manes of his Piedectflor; 
tis true, Eutropius affirms, that he was 
deify’d after his Death, but fb were 
many of the word: of Emperors. Af- , 
ter he aflum’d the Purple, he made an 
ignominious Peace with the Perfians, 
and leaving his Brother Prifciu his Go- ? n r,w i , 
vernour of the Eaft, he march’t top Z. 
Rome. Prifcm behav’d himfelf Co info- 
lently in his Office, and laid fuch hea¬ 
vy Taxes on the People, that in a lit¬ 
tle time he became infufferable. info- 
much that the Natives betook them- 
felves to their Arms, and chofe Papia- 
tius (others call him Joiapianus) Em¬ 
peror,having,as it is very probable,flain 
Prifctu ; and Philip himfelf a little time 
after fell by the hand of Decius. And 
at this time, I believe, the rafurc was 
made in the Infcription at Palmyra, it 
being no unufuaf Practice both at Rome 
and in the Eaft.as to deface the Stat He5 0 f 
eminent Perfons, when fallen into dif- 
grace ,* fo to fcratch out their Names 
out of the honorary Infcriptions, devo¬ 
ted to their Memory: Thus in an Epi¬ 
graph zt Rome, the name of Stilkho cruuex.i 
is eras t, (though his Titles are left un- 
Y toucht, 
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toucht, as in the Palmyrene Infeription, 
V. C. & inluftris militu, & magiftri utri • 
ufq ; militice,) as is alfo the name of 
FI. Macrobius Longinianus the then Go- 
rmt. 178. vernor of Rome : the name of Maxim- 
*• 33 °- 3 " a nuf \n a 2.d, o! Commodus in a 3d, too* 
no it other Inltances. 

8 . 

H (ZuAvi it, 6 'li-nVijxm ™ 

y.^ycncov JLtAt? cv/ov ’2 .z@sl$u Atsmvde/cv 
* • • • ic&trdw £ fMi?gOM?\&v&et4, it, ava.- 
riofjjuntvla. to? iStieVf tt, nag’ 

Tvwfyiv'lst VVTD T-ff 1 Ae^cf/.'xiewv, iij Aau- 

7 t?ws zegdlrtyraTtvlcty tt, dyGgcivOfAMsu.v'la 
TW? CtOTW? [AMT^OMiXwVGtetSy it) 7 TA&IS'® 

ciieoB iv ctvzAot!tmv1a,-ii) cLgionvrct Tyn criiTtt 

/S-sAij, it. Tip it, veutdt AxfVistfoS 

anJjuymn'z.^yGv •toev t£ Aic? Bo ?vb itg£v t ni* 

yxc XviYj-v It. ’p.^vSivM. 

S.P. CL C P Amyrenus ) Septimium 

( 0 rodent) optimum Prccuratorem Duce- 
narium Augufli, qui oleum curavit do- 
r.andum Metropoli colonic, quiqt privata 
impensU, Gy fuo fumptu commeatum tner- 
c at on bits iter commune facientibus prfr 
luit ; & a negotionm pmfidibus aw 
plum teftimomu'Yi adeptus ell ; fortiter, 
& cum laude militantem, & ctdtlem £- 
jujdem Metropole-jos colonics, p lit riotas 

etiam 
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etiam opes domi impendentem ; ideoq;pla¬ 
cement eidem ferntui, Populoq; & nunc 
magnified Modimperatorem agentem in 
facrijiciis Jovis Beli , honoris ergo coluit „• 

Ann. . menfe Martm 

In three feveral Infcriptions ereded 
to the Honour of Septimius Orodes , this 
by the Senate of Palmyra, and two o» 
tilers by his Friend Julius Palmes, (for 
I no way doubt, but they all belong 
to the fame Illuflrious Perfon,and were 
fet up in the fame Year, and the fame 
Month ;) he is laid to have been the 
Procurator Ducenarius to Odcenathus, 

(for there could be no other Emperor 
at Palmyra in the Year of Chrift z66.) 
and to have done many good Offices 
for his Country, particularly for the 
Merchants, who honour’d him with a 
pablick Tefttmonial of their Gratitude; 
what the Office of the i-rntp_g-rt^ 2e- 
l$a ?8 Was, what the dye got- Vid.Appat- 

nyi&.y and av/u,7rD<nx^@^, I have al- c ^‘*' 
ready declar’d: the im per fed word 
''' ‘ iokotlai is by Mr. Halley rendred 
xpoStrlw, (it being unquestionable, that 

the Ancients did diftribute, befides 
Bread, and other Largefies, Flelh to 
Y a the 
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the People,* the Law calls it Fifceratio, 
and the old Gloflary, Fi/ceratio , aVri* 

;) but if I might be 
allowed the liberty of making ano¬ 
ther Conjecture, 1 would read it iAzio- 
SotIw, (or as the Syrian Graver might 
fpell it iAio^orloj ) the Cuflom of 
befiowing Oyl upon the Citizens 
on folemn Feftivals, being well under- 
flood : Cefirania Severina gave a 
great Sum to the Coliedge of the De»> 
cr«f.312.4 drophori, that every year upon her 
Birth-day fuch a quantity of Oyl might 
be diftributed to every one of them. 
id. 414.2. And T. Fundilius Geminus gave, befides 
his Bequeft to the Cheft of the Augu- 
fiales y and the Magiftrates, (Sc. to the 
id. 13 6. 5. People a Feaft, and a Largefs of Oyl on 
his Birth*day. And L. Ctecilm be* 
queath’d to the Inhabitants of Como e* 
very year on the Feaft of Neptune, Oyl 
for their Gymnajia , and their Baths, and 
for the Exercifes in the publick Places 
of Sport, (as I would rendert he words, 
in campo.y 
I have read 

mXwvoao., (as many other Eaftern 
Cities are Oiled in the Coins) though 
i’.iio.&c. Monfieur Vatin, in his Edition of the 

Coins 
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Coins of Maurocenus , retains ^vd^otto- 
A wdia. in thofe of the Cities of Emfea , 

Carrie, and Antioch, (Cities of the Eaft 
not far from Palmyra ;) in all which I 
am of opinion, the word Ihould be ren* 
dred Metropolis colonia, 
never appearing in any Lexicon ,* <nwo- 
is rendred by the Critics ConpunElio 
in via, or iter commune ; and Septimius 
is magnified in the Infcription for his 
defraying the Expence of the Caravan, 
for which reafon the Preftdents of the 
Merchants in a publick Meeting gave 
him their Teftimonial, according to 
cuftom: So Metrodorus the Son of Her- o-ut. 309 . 
tnogenes, the Grandfon of Metrodorus, *■ 
was honoured with a Teftimonial from 
the whole Synod, or Coliedge of Priefts 
of Ceres, and advanc’d to the Office of 
Stepbanephorus, or the Prefident, of 
their Country in holy things, (jj aiu }. 

<ruffycct?iv*cL7 • • 70V retpxvnpfyov) and infaipt. 
others are laid to have been (njm&v- Co JJ° u - nA ^ 
dwt dr cockAhoixh;) rewarded with the 
Thanks of their publick Aflemblies ; 
the Merits of Septimius were as illuftri- 
ous as his Country’s Love toward him : 

He had obliged their private Societies, 
and been very magnificent to the whole 
V .1 City 5 
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City ; he had been an Officer, and be. 
hav’d himfelf with Courage and Repu. 
ration under his Prince Od&natbtu, pro- 
bablv when he routed the Perfia»s- y and 
was that year, when the Monument was 
created, the Sympojiarch in the Feftival 
dedicated to Jupiter Belus their Patron 
Deity, viz. in the year z66. after 
Chrift, and of the Empire of Odanatbus 
the 1 

9- 

I proceed in the next place to confi* 
der the Monuments eredted by private 
Perfons to the Memory of their Friends: 
The firft of which contains the grateful 
Remembrance which the Palmyrene 
Merchants, trading to Fologefias,ret air’d 
of the great Services, which Julius Au¬ 
relius Zeleidas did them in that Expe¬ 
dition. 

FaAiSj' AugnAtov Zi/ 3 eiS'av MokI/sS tv 

Zifcd&H • • .. <todct>gQ$a,det ot 

{tlw aCtds ugmT&iv'li.c, e»s ’OAojtnadbc 
di/rroaeutv' tznmv d^toztvla avivT; m/tk 
yjigtv plzi'jY/ii) tS, H N $ sVas ■ ■' ' 

Which, with leave to fill up the va¬ 
cant Spaces, and to correct the Mi* 
Rakes, may thus be read and rendred: 

IbAiqp 
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I«A<o». AvgbAtcv Ztfidihzv 'Mow./jlh tv 
Zs/S&t^a 'jrQ<zy l U£c1&itz<; fcovgov alhiov di 
ctw ctCrSs OAoy-cndbh l/.c- 

7 rvgiov i<;wu.v aelcrzvIcL a.vToi’q 771 ur^ yjl- 
fiv pLavbiKto tv. HN$ trtsg • ’ • • 

Julium Aurelium Zeheidam Mocimi 
F. Zebeidte M. per pet mm commercii cu- 
ratorem qui cum ido dejeenderunt ad em¬ 
porium Vologejfiam e lege runt , virum its 
gratijfimum, cultus gratia : Mettfe Mar- 
tio, anno 5-58. h.e. Chrifti z46. Phi¬ 
lippi Arabis Imp. z°- 

That Palmyra was a City of great 
Trade, and the Inhabitants eminent 
Merchants, hath been already prov’d 
from Appian and Pliny ; as alfo that 
their Commerce was maintain’d both 
with Perjia and the Weftern Empire • 
which alio was done by other Frontier 
Cities, though under the Jurifciidtion 
of the Roman Princes, as by Wftlis 
and Ede(fa; of whom the old Geogra¬ 
pher lays, that “they were peopled 
“ W'ith Men of condition, excellently 
“ skill'd in all the Methods of Trade, Hf»r ;>,* 
“ great Navigators, very riefi, and Ma- 1 15^10 
Y y “ flers 
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“ flers of all worldly Plenty ; that 
“ what they bought of the Perfians, 

“ they fold to the Romans, dealing in i 
'* all fort of Commodities, but Con- ! 
“ traband Goods, Brals and Iron, which 
“ they were forbidden to fell to the 
“ Enemies of Perfia. Which Charafter 
feems exactly fuited to the Palmyrene '*■ 
Merchants. 

For that they traded to Fologefias, (a ! 
City under the Perfian Jurifdiftion) is 
plain from the Infcription ; in which 
GAoyWs is neither the Town of Olgaf. 
fus , nor the Name of a Man. but of 4 
famous City on the Euphrates , not far 
from its Confluence with the Tigris, 

Kat, Hift. Babylon , fays * Pliny, was once the Seat 
1.6. s.?o. 0 f the Eaftern Empire, and the great 
71 »* Mart of Trade ; but it fell into decay, 
when Seleucus Nicator built Seleucia, | 
where the two Rivers meet, fituated 
in a moft fruitful Soil, and commonly j 
called Babylon. To eclipfe the Glory, J 
and lower the Trade of Seleucia; the | 
Partbians, after they had made them- I 
feives Mafters of the Eaft, built Ciefi- 
phon, three miles from Seleucia on the 
Eaftern Bank of Tigris, and there fixe 
the Refidence of their Kings; but, this 

Projed 



Projed not anfwering expe&ation, King 
Fologefes (who in a Coin in the Cabi¬ 
net of Pope Alexander the 7th, is Ailed 
BoAoyaagL, with all his lofty Titles, ac¬ 
cording to the Rhodomontade of the 
Parthian and Perfian Kings; /3annA4j)s 
BxnTcloov, i7nfxvni, £<A; to which 
Epithets, in another Coin in Monfieur 
Patin, is added being Con¬ 

temporary with Nero and Fefpafian, 
built another City, which from his own 
Name he called Fologejocerta , in the 
Neighbourhood, (18 miles diftant, fay 
the Peutiuger Tables*} but to the 
South of Babylon , and there, probably, 
fixt the ftaple of Trade from the Perfi- 
an Gulph, and the other parts of the 
Eaft. This City is called by Stephanus 
BoMytosioh;, by Ptolomee OvoA^taias ; 
Folocejfta in the Pcutinger Tables, and 
Fologejfta by Ammiantu Marcellimu ; but 
by Pliny, according to the Perjic Ter¬ 
mination, Fologefocerta. KiglavrvAis vtjv 
Af/ptvlcev, fays Hejychius ; to prove 
which Afiertion there is an eminent 
PalTage in Pliny • that among the Cities jy, 
of Armenia the Lefs, Armofate is fituate i- 6. §. 10. 
near the Euphrates , Carcathioeerta near £• 6 . 6 ,*' 
the Tigris, (which * Strata affirms, was p . %' 7 ! * 

the 
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the Royal City of Sopbene -) but on the 
Mountains Tigranocerta flood. And for 
*z..5-c-i3- Artafigarta, which Ptolemee * places in 
Armenia the Greater , I would read Ar • 
taxicerta; Zadracarta being alfo the 
f Lib. 3. dt chief City of Hyrcania , fays f Arrian. 
ex^/e*. And I cannot but remark, that this 
word, either in Termination, or Prs- 
fixr, in almofl all Languages fignifies a 
City. In Hebrew Ririath- Arba is the 
City of Arba, Kiriatb-Sepher is the Ci¬ 
ty of Books • in the Punick, Carthage is 
the new City ^ in the Scythian, Carpa- 
luk the City of Fifli; fays Tzetzes, 
Ch ‘t\ 8 ' wrb/. 15 ^KvQiKMVy 70 7 ruXm 

224 ' And in our own Britifli Cair- 

Lundein y London ; Cair-Kent, Canterbu¬ 
ry ; Cair-ivent, Winchefter, &c. and 
probably among the /Egyptians Gran- 
Cair hath its name from this Original, 
or al Cabira, as the Arabians call it. 

To this City Vologefia , the Mer¬ 
chants of Palmyra traded, not long af¬ 
ter it was made a Mart by the King, 
who founded it $ but the Commerce 
was often interrupted by the frequent 
Wars made by the Romans and Perfi- 
ans againft each other particularly 
during the Expedition of Gordianus in¬ 
to 
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to the Eaft; but when Philip the Arab, 
having murdred that excellent Empe¬ 
ror, fucceeded him, and made an igno¬ 
minious Peace with Sapores in the firfl 
year of his Reign, the Perfian Compa¬ 
ny at Palmyra fenc Julius Aurelius Ze- 
leidas, with other eminent Perfons of 
their Society, to Vologefia to re-eftablifh 
their Fa&ory, and adjuft all Differen¬ 
ces that had happen’d fmee the War 
broke out; And he difeharg’d that Of¬ 
fice fo faithfully, and fo much to their 
Satisfaction, that upon his return they 
ere&ed a Monument with an honorary 
Infcription to his Memory, which is 
ftill preferv’d, and as a Reward of his 
great Services, chofe him their Prefl- 
dent. For fo I am inclin’d to read that 
broken, and unintelligible part of the 
Infcription ; -n^u.yjitctldia.z <zf§lov 

of cruv ctutoo tyc,7z/B6v1i$ g U O/oytmASht 
l/A7roejcv femav. Qicofa ab dotya j i. e. 

is, curator ; fay the Lexicogra¬ 
phers ; it commonly fignifies rerum di- 
vinarum curatorem, rav Meov tpog/U^ov- 
7 a, but here a Prefident or Infpe&or. 
fcwctv, wAorfo, fays Hefycbius. 

The 
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The two following Infcriptions con¬ 
cern the fame Perfons. 

io. 

'S.i’ltVfMOV Ovo £»<JV,V 70V X£^777CV 
wov Ss/Sag'a Awtnvd^iov iy ’ A^ozTiirluu 
J{sX<^ Ad^mA(@L EaA//»; Kaftjiavs t£ 
MeAeva/a \ixmvc, Vm/a^iiuiv rov p/Xov, ^ 

7 x^ogartw vns$ HO$. /AiWi 2 av§te<£. 

Septimium Orodem optimum Procura- 
torem Augujli Ducenarium (A Archest- 
tarn Julius Aurelius Palmes Caffiant F. 
Melenai N. Eques Romanrn amicum, S> 
Patronum. Anno 578. »»<?»/£ Martin; 
h. e. Chrifti 266. Odenathi i°- 

IT. 

2 iitV/xiov Ouo^caS^v 7ov xgffh$av hn- 
7*07rov. HifecLffi AumvcL^jov iy Afozni- 
tjjv IaA»(§L A'^mA(©u, EcsA/ah; TTwAo-^ 
MsAsvauo^ MzAat^ct Natwa/za 6 xgpi'ns'o; 
70v p<Aov, iy ’7T^ogdrlui 711 ^$ ivtimv trs; 
" " fxvrni 2av§i)ciS. 

Septimium Orodem optimum Procure 
torem Augujti Ducenarium, & Arcbege- 
tam Julius Aurelius Palmes, Publius Me- 

lenteus 
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lerueus Malchi F. flaffumi N. vir pm- 
flantifftmus amicum, & patronum honoris 
ergo anno • • * • menfe Martio, (jc0 1 tie- 
run ti) 

Of Septimius Or odes, I have difcours’c 
in the Comment on the eighth Infcrip- 
tion, and of his eminent Employments 
under Odanathus , as his Procurator 
Ducenaritu , and in the City, as their 
/Edilis and Sympojiarch ; in thefe two 
Infcriptions he is filled A^zyimt;, (for 
fo I would read the unintelligible d<?oz- 
tvetw not dortt’ff’THc,, as Mr. Halley 
conje&ures; the Prcefettus attnona, the 
Officer, who took care the City fhould 
not want Bread ; becaufe he is fa id to 
be 'jrgozd'Tus the Patron of Julius 
Aurelius Palmes the Roman Knight, 
who was not a Native of Palmyra, the 
r and n being Letters eafily miftaken 
one for the other ; and in one Copy of 
the Infcription it is thus written, APA- 
I 1 HTHN.) Now the Archegeta was the 
Chief, or Prefident of his Tribe, fays 
Hefychius (F. A %%nyt1zi, Zttcovu- 

fssn t yuAujv n 0eo< aV A6«vai;, Id v. (- 

f r fvj ^ 3 f rf <7 

ntocvvfjtjoi, ot t ^sAcnv i'rtoovvfxcu «^cv£;, o<« 

Tiif tumv&xp) the Heroe, from whom 
the Tribe had its name; they were 

honour’d 
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honour’d with Statues of Brafs, fays the 
**Vejr,v* Etymolog. magnum, and were Perfons 
ix§*v.i>c . 0 f t ^ e mo ^ cminetic Dignity; their 
number at Athens was ten, Erecbtheus, 
tEgeus, Pandion, &c. and of the fame 
nurooer were their Tribes; their Au¬ 
thority was great, and their Power ex- 
tenfive, (JHef. A^yyiytTHg Apyy r 

yi to; apyovlctt ;: The odor it, /. 3; 9 eg$c- 
-ttcvI, citing Plutarch deoracul. defeflu, 
calls Arfalus , Ary us, and Tofobis, whom 
Saturn flew, but the Lycians deify’d, 
K^yrcyaa.i, tov Avium, whom Plutarch 
calls dp^ovlag ; and the fame Author in 
the Lfe of Lycurgus, fays the King of 
Sparta was their Aggrymti) the name 
" was particularly given to thofe who 
were the Leaders or Captains of Colo¬ 
nies, when they were tranfplanted, and 
f EM&V- & their Proteffors: So f Xenophon fays 
of Hercules, Hg^t^ei r <2 rtfztApyn- 
|| vit. Aid - ylrn. || Plutarch of Minerva, A^ynyiv^ 
bad. A^nvct ; and the old Infcription to Apol- 
* it. Athen. lo, in Monfieur * Spon. Aidfowt Apyny- 

t L.6?«.2. r 9 5 as ^ e ls a ^° by Thucydides f, 
p. 349. who mentions an Altar eredfed to Apol¬ 
lo Apyyyernc,, by the Inhabitants of 
Chalas , who lett Eubcea , and built 
Tfaxus, upon which the Priefts f0w» 

pcl) 
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poi) ufed to offer Sacrifice, before they 
left Sicily, whenever they undertook 
a Voyage. Apollo was fo called, lays 
tile old Schohaft upon Pindar \ b Q-^cimr. 
caufe he was the Author of that Expe- 
dition of the Naxians, when they went ?4 
into Sicily; or as f Appian fays, 6 < 5 ^ f Lib. s . 

1 ApjgyiTHg At Tt>?fr.'A)v(5h dyzA/udnav clv ^’ 

OTTpxrov i^inaavlo Naoi 615 2 nuAlav^’ 

CCTTMJUlTfjUm. 

This Prefident, or Prince of the 
Tribe, was fometimes ftiled the Pby- 
larchus , (pvhapyjoy, <pu/\ni apyoov in He- 
fychius') or tpvAxpyxv, as it is in the 
Ancyran Infcription above mention’d ; p . 240. 
for where-ever the tpuAa.p%wv is named, y. M emr . 
the <pv\v\ is alfo named in the fame In* 
feription. And the Phylarchs of the^’ I4 ** 
Saracens were fo called,becaufe the Peo¬ 
ple were divided into iz Tribes ; over 
every one of which was eftablilh’d a 
Prince, called the Phy larchus, a Cuftom 
kept up by the Goths , and other barba¬ 
rous Nations. To what number the 
Tribes at Palmyra amounted, I know 
not; but that Septimius Or odes was the 
chief of one of them, is manifeft from 
the Infcription; nor do I doubt but 
thofe Chiefs had the power to admit a 

Foreigner 
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Foreigner to the Priviledges of the j 
Tribe, and to give him their Protefti- \ 
on 5 and therefore Or odes is (aid to be \ 
Friend to Julius Aurelius Palms , and \ 
his Patron. (H poswruv) Hefyc. Trpoyaoict, '] 
tu> 0 lpvnm$i Glojf. vet. irpo^aaia. Pratroci- 
nium, nrpozuflfic, Patronus, prcepofitus. And \ 
t'-ness*™, Harpocration affirms, that no Foreigner 

was permitted to leave his own City, ;; 
and to fettle at Athens , unlefs one of : 
the Citizens undertook to be his Patron, 

(avafjytioi' jjv Tvv fxiloi'y.uv r n> 

AlT'JJU Til'd AhvctiOiV vifJUUV 'KpO'SZTlul) 

the fine the Foreigner, when (6 patro¬ 
niz’d, paid to the City was ii Drach¬ 
mas, ealled from thofe who paid the 
Tax fjuilokiov, which whofnever refuted 
to lay down, he was brought to the (to- 
AhtoI) Officers, who took care of their 
Tolls, and fold, being for the mod part 
condemn’d to the Gallics. Nor can 
I doubt but the (ame Cuftom of Patro¬ 
nizing Foreigners was obferv’d in o- 
ther Cities, particularly at Palmyra-, 
this Patronage fometimes covered only 
Mdrn.af- private Perions : Thus at Ancyra , Pla¬ 
ton. 5. vianus Eutyches acknowledges, C. Ail. 
Flavianus Sulpicius his Patron, T. AA. 
<pAa.isia.vov 2kA Tniaav Sic or * * Karup^nv, 

Chege 


{Lege TctAa.Tzt^xpv) -tvv ayv&Turnw iy $i- 
>&iQ 7 vt 70 v $>/\a.vidv(§g EvTvyys 7tv yAu- 
HV7U7W ymr^cevx.. Eutyches, 1 doubt not, 
was his lihrtus, and acknowledg’d the 
Patronage of his quondam Mafter, who 
had made him free ; fuch Teftimonials 
of Gratitude being as ufual, as juft, (and 
(ometimes it happen’d the Freedman 
himfelf became a Patron ,• io.Tilerius cmt. <$io. 
Claudius the Lilertus of Auguflus, is cal- 3 ' 
led the Patron of his Parents, to whom 
he ere&ed a Monument.) Sometimes 
the Patronage reach’d Societies, and 
Companies of Trade, (fo we read of the 
Patrons of the Colleges of the Arvales , Grut. pnfs, 
the Dendrophori, the Companies of 
Smiths, the Braziers, the Fifhermen,and 
Shipwrights, {0c.) fometimes whole 
Cities and Regions, and the Title and 
Office was very honourable, C. Torafrus 
being by the unanimous Suffrages of 
the Magiftrates chofen the Patron of a 
Town by the River Clitumnus , {oh me¬ 
rit a ejus erga Remp .) for his great Ser¬ 
vices done to the Common-wealth. 

This Patronage it was requifite that 
even the Romans themfelves (during 
the Reign of Odenathus in the Eaft, in 
whole time the Infcriptions were made) 

Z (hould 
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fhould court, as Julius Palmes did ; [call 
him Palmes bccaufe it is a known Ro. 


mad name, (and perhaps Melems 
fliould be written Meliinius, or Menda - 
us^) for which reoIon I have inferted 
Publius for Puilfus. He was a Man of 
the Equeftrian Dignity, which intitled 
hirti at Rom 4 to eminent Privileges- 

which ! Itiall not minutely enumerate, 
only mentioning, that the Roman 
Knights inftall’d the Pr weeps juventii- 
tis, preferring him with a Horfeman’s 
Shield, (Parma) and a Silver Spear; for 
fo fays the Ancyran Marble, as Gromi- 
us jadieioufly hath fupplied the eras’t 


Mn ' Al >- Letters. Lqmtes autem Romani mm 
60.84principem Juvtntutis Romanorum pa 
mis utrumq\ (S’ haftis argenters donah 


appella'verunt; for thac both Cains and 


Lucius were Principes Juventutis, the 
Coins put out of all doubt : And that 
whenever a Native of any of the Ra¬ 
mon Colonies was admitted to the Ho- 


nour of being made a Roman Knight,he 1 
reckon’d the Privilege among his no- j 
Griit. 388. ble j fl Titles: So L. Claudius , the chief- \ 
eft Perfon of the Mand of Malta, glories : 
(on. in the Honour, as does Pl.JElianus, (or 
fi. Plavius Tecanus, 'as it is written in 

the 
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the Marble of Coffon) though the High- 
f rieft of the whole Province of Galatia , 
and \ Galatarches, the xd Founder of his 
native City Attcyra. and their Embaflji- 
dor to the Emperor Antoninus. 


i la * 

S«7 rllfMov Aiqz\ vlw O dtzndQis tIv Azjul- 
^otzAov evyAkohnov. 

Septimium Airanem Odanathi filium 
fenatorem eminentijfmum. 

I have already prov’d it not unlike¬ 
ly, that this Airanes was the Son of the 
Emperor Odcenathus, before he aflum’d 
the Purple, from his name Septimius , 
the name of his Father being aifo infer¬ 
red, and from the Drte of the follow¬ 
ing Infcription on the fame Pill Br , viz. 
mn. Chrijti iqi. but 13 years before 
Odcenathus was chofen by Gall knits, his 
Co-partner in the Government of’the 
World. 


E ! a ’ ‘ ’ vrav p HAi- 

' * * l' Z&.nd'rnc, Ae. m<; 

7wv ymram £ ivyct<n?U<; yd* , v 

tr«5 rs$, 

2 x 


Aurelius 




34 ° the Appendix* 


Aurelius Valerius Heliodorus Pm. 
feftus Legiom lllyrictorum in homrern 
Pat rum, tS* gr&tulatiom ergi aunt 36? 
h. e. Chr. xyr. Decii ult. 

I have given the name Valerius to 
Heliodorus to fill up the Vacancy, be- 
caufe it occurs elfewhere, (L. P. Vale¬ 
rius Heliodorus) and becaufe the ^ that 
appears before HAio^.leems to be laft 
Letter of Ouzfyg, a like Vacancy occur¬ 
ring in the fame name in another In- 
fcription. This Heliodorus was, 1 doubt 
not, either the Son of, if not the lame 
Perfon with, Lucius Aurelius Heliodo- 
rus. the Son of Antiochus, a Citi2en of 
Palmyra ; who in an Infcription at Rome, 
publilht by Gruter, (but more accurate¬ 
ly by Trijlan and Spon) erebted a Silver 
Statue, (thyvov) with all its Ornaments, 
to Aglilelus and Malachlelus , the Gods 
of bis Country, for the fafety of him- 
felf, his Wife and Children, in the Year 
5-47. according to the Computation of 
lus Country, but in the Year of Chrift 
23 v being the laft year of the Reign of 
Alexander Sever us, the Infcription late¬ 
ly tound at Palmyra bearing date 16 

years 
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years after, ann.Chr. 23:1. which was 
the laft year of the Emperor Deems. He 
is ftiled AS'^atvof- in the 

Marble at Rdme, ( Trijlan reads it A ty- 
avitJi) not becaule an Inhabitant of Pal¬ 
myra, which from their Benefador was 
called Hadriample ; for then it (hould 
have been written A^piatvoOTAirw;, but 
by miftake of the Graver, or Tranfcri- 
ber; for A^g/dm<&,, he being one of 
the College of Priefts (Sodalis Hadri- 
analis) dedicated to the Service of that 
Emperor, after the Senate had deify’d 
him: For, that he was acknowledg’d a 
God at Palmyra , is plain from anorher 
Inlcriprion; in which he is called , 
kb&ctvk' And in that City, I doubt 
not but Heliodorus was one of hisPriefts, 

(jrtZceeotpxvlnd) Afr^idm^ a Prieft of 
Hadrian, as AS'&dv&tov a Temple built 
to his Memory, and AS'pidv&iz, the 
Plays inftiruted to his Honour. I call 
him ig, the fame with ap- 

W&lnyk, which occurs in another * In- * RmrfA. 
leription, (or dvn?&tfidrn$ for ams-gjt - VL ”• 10I> 
%yog, Proprtetore ) and have given him 
the Command of the Illyrian Legion, 
becaufe in after-times (and probably in 
the days of Decius) that Legion was 
^ 3 as 



deputed to lye in Garrifon at Palmyra 
as fays the Notitia of the Oriental Em¬ 
pire ; Sub Duce Ph&nices PrafePlura 
(or, as it is much better in the MS. 
Trefettui) Legionis primes Illyriciorm 
Palmyra. 

Againft my Opinion, that both the 
Infcrtptions concern the fame Perfon, 
I have met with but one Objection • 
that in the one Marble he is called a 
Prieft, in the other a Soldier, as if the 
Offices were incompatible: But the 
Anfwer to the Objection is very ea fy, 
fin ce it was ufual in thofe days for one 
and the fame Perfon, to put on the Sa¬ 
cerdotal Habit, and the Military, (as 
there have been in all the later Ages of 
the Church Martial Bifhops and Priefts) 
to omit the Emperors, who were for 
the moft part Generals of their own 
Armies, and at the fame time High- 
Priefts ; and to confine my felf to the 
College of Priefts deputed to the Ser- 
* Grut. Vice of Hadrian: * LuciusRagonius was 
XLV. 9. a Sodaiis Hadrianalis, & Legatus Legto- 
fccccxii.2. nis 13. Geminec. *f Septimins Aper 
0 Plautus is (tiled Sod alls Hadrianalis , 
and Sevir turmee feernda Equitum Ho- 
!! MXC.13. manorum ; and || M.AElius Aurelius Cko , 
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is called Sodalis Hadrianalis , & Trihu- 
nus militum, & Laticlavus Legionis 1 z. 
Fulminatricis. To which I may add, 
that Marc Antony to ingratiate himfelf 
with Auguftus, as Appian affirms, be¬ 
came one of the Priefts of Julius Ca- 
far ; and * Lucius Julius Bonat us wgs the ^LXV^ 
High-Pried of all the Temples in Afia > 
and the General of the Forces of the Ly¬ 
dians. Other Inftances of this hind fre¬ 
quently occur in the old Infcriptions. 

Nor is it a juft Argument againft my 
Emendation, that Heliodorus has many 
names, it not being unufual for the fame 
Perfon to have 4 or y names ; e.gr. Lu¬ 
cius Livius Sulpicius Galha, Titus JEli- 
us Adrianus Antoninus , V. Licinius Py- 
<em. Prifcus Juventiamts: And among 
infinite other fuch Examples, that in 
Gruter comes neareft the Palmyrene * pc v in, 7 
L. P. Valerio Heliodoro Tr. Leg. 2. Ad¬ 
juncts L. P. Valerius Chilo Ftlius ejus. 

I (halt only add, that there was an Au¬ 
relius Heliodorus , a Freedman of one of 
the Cafars, whom Gruter mentions, but 
of which of the Cafars, or whither the 
fame Heliodore with the Palmyrenian , [ 
cannot determine. 

Z 4 


14. 
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* ’ v-mAiov Ooo^a^iu; crvyx./\n 1 mov •) 
@nAiVTw TiaX/jui^mv BnAa^/Sorafijzt 
tov p/Aov •m/Mig ttm 

Rupzliutn Orodem Senatorem , @ £)«• 
um-virum Palmyremm Belacabus Arfacis 
filius amicunt cult us gratia honorqvit , 
<?«»<? J70. h. e. Chrilli 258. Valeria- 
ni 4°- 

Rupilius is a name that frequently oc¬ 
curs in the Books, and Marbles of the 
Ancients, and therefore I fliall only 
mention Rupilius Boms , whole Daugh¬ 
ter Rupilia Faujlina was the Grand-mo¬ 
ther by the Father’s fide to the Empe¬ 
ror Marcus Antoninus the Philolopher, 
p.22. fays Capitolinus; whither I have as hap¬ 
pily rendred the name of Rupilius Oro- 
des’s Friend, who honour’d him with 
the Infcription, (or whither it Ihould 
be read B«Aa$ A^tnt, Belas Sapo - 

ris filius , Arjacis nepos , or any other 
way) I think is not much material. 
The Titles of Orodes have been already 
confidered. 
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1 5 ’* 

MaAsi'-rov it) Ay^mcav Iagpc/a to Pa- 
a«8 yggcftuaTix yivt/vutvov tv <hu7i^yy fa- 
ti'HfMtx. .©£« Ad'g/avts aAtfspia 
"TO. %tv 01 $ 7 E <otA£/ ra< 5 . 

«w» • • • • r VTm£vrii<ntv 7 n ty* . 

s'gjt TO • • • • own" * * * . 

Too vcdrt&v * • * * Aias ••*•»» tot. 

Malech , y/w © Agrippa, Jarai fil % 

Raai nep. fee undo feribam. (civitatis 
Palmyrenfi) in adventu Dei Hadriani, 
unguenta prrelent cm tam hofpitilm , 
incolis infervientem exercitui , — © /e w . 
p/«w jfovis Belt ( ornantem ), 

I have adventur’d to change the 
name which no where occurs, 

into Malech , (N and AT being Letters 
of limilar fhape, and make) which is a 
known, and common name among the 
Syrians and Arabs, among whom the 
Philofopher Porphyry was call’d Mai - 
chus, Malfhus the High-Prieft’s Servant 
was probably of that Country, and Ma¬ 
lech Podofaces was one of the Phy - Am : mr ’ 
larchs of Arabia , when Julian the Apo- c ^ li 2 n ' i ' 2 ^ 

flate 






The Appendix. 


347 


i he appendix. 

ltate Emperor made his Expedition a* 
gamft the Perfians: The Office oi Ma- 
kch Agrippa was very honourable • he 
was Secretary of State to the ilepnb- 
lick of Taimyr a, when Hadrian marcht 
into the Eall ; i. e. m the 6th year of 
his Empire, ama Chrijli izz. lays Eh- 
febius. In which Expedition I am en¬ 
couraged by the broken parts of the 
Infcription, to believe he affifted the 
Army with his Perfon,and Services the 
Fragments being (omewhat like part of 
the 7th Infcription ; that he was a Be- 
nefador to his City and Country, ap¬ 
pears from the grateful Memorial ereCt- 
ed to Iiis name • wherein mention is 
made of the Temple of Jupiter Belus, 
(fo I have fill'd the Vacancy from ano- 
* n. 8. ther * Infcription;) to which, I queffion 
not but he had been a munificent Bene¬ 
factor ; perhaps he had been Sympofi- 
arcb, as Septimius Orodes was after¬ 
wards. He alio gave a Largels to the 
publick Baths at Palmyra of Oyl for all 
Perfons, who lhould frequent thole Bag¬ 
nio’s, whether Strangers or Citizens $ 
it being ulual among the Ancients to 
•foe.576.5. make fuch Donations : So f L. Cacilius 
Cilo gave to the People of Como by his 

Will, 


I Will, Oyl for their Baths,* 

unguentum, fays the old GIofTary. For 
the Baths of every City were lookt up. 
on not only as ornamental, but highly 
ufefu!, and great Promoters of Health 
and Vigor • the building fuch Structures 
is reckon’d among the nobleft Ads of 
Magnificence in Agrippa, Titus, Diocle- 
fian,Confiantine , and others; the repair¬ 
ing of them when ruinous, efteem’d a 
Princely Benefaftion; fome are cele¬ 
brated lor building Gynmafia, or Porti¬ 
cos, others for floring the Apartments 
with Marble, a third fort for bringing 
Water from a great diftance for the Ser- 
Vice Of the Baguio j and others made an 
allowance for the Oyl that lhould be 
fpent tnere in the Gymnafia annext to 
the Bath ; all which appears in the In- 
fcriptions of Gruter. To thele Privi- p- j8o, 
leges fometimes particular Perfons were !*T & 

I admitted, or particular Sexes, mixt 
Bathings being exprelly prohibited, fays 
| Lampridius; in other places only the 
Freemen of the City, Ibmetimes even 
| Servants were allowed to frequent the 
place and Foreigners: C. Arunceius p. i8i. 1, 
Cotta Colon is incolis, bofpitilus adven- 
t or this, fervifq; cor urn la'vationem ex fua 

petunia. 
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*Antmi P ecutlia & ratultan> perpetuo &edit\ & An- 
" ° U ' M9 toninus Pius gave the People liberty to 
u(e his own Bath gratis. To the Bath 
there commonly was annext a Racket- 
Court {Sparifterium) as well as a 


f.i78Jn 5. Bathing-place ( Dioclepau in fpb&i- 
Jierio nymfeum peri curavit') where 
thofe, who frequented the Bagnio, gave 
themfelves their Heats, before they went 
into the Bath ; (o Martial, 


Reddepilam, lonat as thermarum; Lu- 
dere pergis j ? 

Virgtne visfolafotus ad ire domumt 


As alio a GymnaJjum, or Palaftra , where 
they wreftled, and ufed other Exercilesj 
Ly-tdf-a s [o the lame Martial} 


Gymnafium thenr.a ftadium eft ex parte, 
recede, 

Exu'mur, mtdos pane videre viros. 

In the Bagnio there were two other A- 
partments, the Calidarium, or Stove, 
and the Tepidarium, called unguentarium, 
tepidarmr, unPliuu turn, by Pliny undo- 
Self 2 r } UY P ’ Julius Pollux dXbntUzJCv 
c)'t /2xAavehs it/ it/ aA&nr* 

Th*/0v) 
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Tue/ov) into thele the Wreftlers and o* 
thers went, when they had perform’d 
their Exerciles : * Theophraftus affirms, * f uc * y 
that the generality of the Wreftlers’ 
though healthy, had very ftrong ana 
naufeous Sweats, (Diotimus the Gym* 
nafiarch divides them into three forts, 
according to the degrees of Exercife, and* 
the feveral Changes made in the Body) 
and that if the Fueller made a ftrong 
Fire all of the fudden in the Stove, it 
caufed a lefs Sweat ; but it the Fire were 
encreaft gradually, it was of more ufe. 

I fliall not reckon up all the Officers of 
the Bagnio, (the Fornacator, the Den * 
drop far i, Aquarii , Pilicrepi, &c.) but 
mention only the Alipta, whom Calius 
Aur elianus caiis V nil or, and fo does the 
old Gloflary, A 'vAnlmi Vnltor ,* who 
anointed the Wreftlers ; but this was 
the Office of an inleriour Servant, the 
Governour of the Bagnio was called the 
Alipta, iays Jul. Pollux, 6 fyj^t- l.%, c.ult. 

vxaid, d’TtOoV'm^Jis, 77ZtAa/^a?) tz ■utS'oT^i* c * 3* 

™ it) yjfxvxgn, 5 Si dXdmhg dsim- 
fxov j though the word was not allowed 
among the Ancients, being introduc’d 
by the Writers of the Midling Comedy, 

(oiyAmi nafMKoi;) which is alio acknowo 

ledg’d 
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ledg’d by the Author of the Etymologic 
cum magnum, who affirms, that inftead 
of aA&tTr7n5, the Antients ufed the word 
77ZwSbrei/Sns: But in procefs of time it 
was denizen’d; for the People of «S/ur- 
Gt«f. ta erected a Monument to Gaius Rubri- { 
IO ?°' ?• Mr Biamr the Aleiptes , for his Gravity, 
according to the Z.<JCf</ewww»Cuilwn 5 
and for his Vertue in the Gymnafia. But 
I cannot agree with the Tranflator of a* 
327. nother Infcription, where aA sttfi/Mm 
is rendred by Alipt<e , for the aA«p£ 
/w^yoi were not the Governours of the 
Gymnafium, but the 7myz^ct7ia^di the 
Gentlemen, who perform’d their Exer- 
cifes, and ere&ed that Monument to 
Bato the Gymnafiarch , or Aliptes: The 
Office was very honourable, for the 
Grut. ii?,* Gymnafiarch was often the High-Prieftof 
10. 315.1. t ^ e pj ace f or ijf C} anc j honour’d witho- 
ther confiderable Preferments ; and it 
was reckon’d among his nobleft Titles, 
that he was Governour oi rhe Imperial 
Id. 327. Bagnio. The Office of the- Gymnafiarch 
was annual, but it was otien given for 
feveral years to the fame Perion, if .he 
deferv’d well ol the Society 5 for then, 
befioes the Continuation in his Dignity, 
he was honour’d with a Crown of Gold, 

a 


35 B 


The Appendix. 

Statue, and Infcriptions to perpetuate 
his Name and Merit. 

When a Bath was built, it was ufual 
to give it a folemn Dedication: * So* , 7 8 *'A 
Dzoclefian and Maximian, Conftantius and 
Galerius Emperors, with Severus and 
Max 'm 'tan C&lars, cortfectated the Baths 
of Diocicfian , (and probably for this rea- 
fon does the Htftorian aggravate the 
Cruelty of Caracahus, that he murder’d f,u 1,112 
feveral People of all Conditions in the 
Baths) and fome eminent Perfons were 
deputed Curators to fuper-intend the 
Building, that it might not fall into 
ruine, nor its Revenues be alienated, or 
employ’d to wrong ufes. And fuch care 
was taken, that every thing fhould be 
kept in due repair, that though the Re¬ 
venue hath been alienated for many A- 
ges, yet the very Ruines of thofe pub- 
lick Buildings at Rome remain to this 
day very venerable. 

1 6. 

At Arfoffa, in the Ruines of a noble 
Church, upon/the Chapiters of feveral 
Marble Pillars, that fupported the Body 
or .Nave of the Church, is inferib’d the 
tifrte of the Foundation of that facred 

Building, 
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Building, which is faid to have been 
ere&ed when Sergius was Biihop of the 
place. 

'{■ ’Etti imcrKonx tv ovyymt, 

Ma^GDVia TO 

Epifcopo Sergio confanguineo Mamii 
Chorepifcopi. 

Whither Mar on, or Mar emus, in the 
fnfeription, were the (ame with the 
Founder of the SecSt of the Maror.ites, I 
cannot determine, nor whither the 
Church did belong to them; but it 
feems probable both from the name, 
and becaufe the Maronites chief Refi- 
dence anciently, as now, was about 
Mount Libanus, and in the neighbour¬ 
ing places towards the Euphrates. 

All f^iyl S'* iTTmtOlf) Bi’AcZKk 

Zwo$!h tv Aiofivv, tv M bkIjux, tv Ma 8 - 
* i^g, 8a o n ai^s 9 &}? * mi- 

Apaxccf. yrc, Cttv Iog/jSoeAa 0c» tvv v 

a.viQnrjcv era? A O T fundti 

TZttV K. 

Jovi 
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Jovi futnmo, maxima, & propitio Bo- 
lams 'Z.enobii films, Airanis nepos, Mo¬ 
duli pronepos. Matthre abnepos, cura¬ 
tor oitavus e led us font is Aphacitidis fub 
Jaribolo Ddo, aram fuis fumpttbus pofuit , 
anno47^.menfisOdobris xo. h.e. Chrifti 
i6a. M. Aurelii Antonini x°- 

I hive made the Emendation in the 
Infcription (which Mr. Hallifax con- 
fefleshe is not overco nfident,thatit was 
rightly taken") upon the Authority of 
the ancient Writers, from whom we 
have unqueftionable Evidence that the 
oracular Fountain, which the Men of 
Palmyra frequently confulted, was cal¬ 
led Aphaca, while of the name Ephca 
there are no footfteps, that I have met 
with, in Antiquity. I have already in ?• ip, 
brief, given the Hiftory of the Foun - 2d8y ^ c ' 
tain; to which I think fit to add, that 
the Worlhip of Venus in that place was 
very antient, that the Temple was ve- sot- Ecd 
ry famous, that it flood upon the Banks 
of the River Adonis, on the fide of 
Mount Libantis, and was of old very il- 
luftrious, and much honoured ; that up¬ 
on certain days, after the ufual forms of 
A a Invo- 
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Invocation, a Fire cjefcended from the 
top of Mount Lihrnus , like a Star, and 
after it had hover’d a while up and down 
' in the Air, plung ? d it felfat laft into the 
River: The Inhabitants were of Opini¬ 
on, that the Star was Vrania , by which 
name they call Verms. To which the 
Hiftorian adds, that the Temple was ut¬ 
terly deftroy’d by the order of the Great 
Hift. Ecci. Con dan tine, as Eujebim avers, and with 
/. 2. c. 18. them agrees Socrates ; but it is certain, 
the Worjhip, and the Apparitions were 
continued (if we may credit Zofmts 
and Damafciuspwa bigotted Zealots for 
Paganifm ;) lor Zofmus in his time, (he 
lived in the fifth Century) mentions the 
Defcent of the Star at a certain time of 
the year, agreeable to what Sozomen 
records, and Damafcius (who lived a- 
bout a hundred years alter Zofimus) 
vouches lor the Truth and Frequency 
of thole Apparitions in his time: It is 
therefore very probable, that the Peo¬ 
ple of Heliopolis (as of Emefa, and o* 
ther parts of Ltbanejia ) being warm 
Favourers of the Fleathen Rites, would 
not eafily fuller themfelves to be wean¬ 
ed from th,eir Idolatry; but repaired 
their Temple, and adorn’d it, though 

not 
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not with fo great Pomp and Splendor'; 
for though Sozomen fays exprefly, that 
the Temple of Venus at Heliopolis was 
ruin’d by Conflantine’s order, yet in the 
latter end of Conflantius's Reign, it was 
very famous again, faith the * old Geo- * 
grapher fet out by Gothofred and wor-^^fj 
Ihipt with great Ceremony, (/Myx- 
Aujjws <rt/3«<n) it being the common O- 
pinion of the Country, that Venus dwelt 
there ; and through her Favour fo or¬ 
der’d it, that the Woman of Mount Li- 
lanus were the faireft of all the Afia- 
ticks, as they were to a Proverb, (So¬ 
crates lays, that they held their Wo¬ 
men in common, and proftiruted their 
Daughters to their Guefts;) and I doubt 
not but under Julian, by whole Infiu* 
ences and Afiiftance dying Paganifm be¬ 
gan to recover feme Strength and Vi¬ 
gour, the Temple alfo recovered its loft 
Reputation; for it is pad all difpute* 
that the Temple at Made, was not ut* 
terly deftroy’d till the days of Maho¬ 
met : So fays Abulfarajus ; for when he Pone, spe- 
reckons up the feveral Idols of the old 
Gentile Arabs, which they worlhipt be- nor. p. 90 - 
fore that Importer appear’d in the 
World, he fays, the Inhabitants of Tha- 
A a % kif 
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kif worfbipta little Temple in the up. 
per part of Nachla, which was called 
Allat, (or Alilat, i. e. the Moon, or 
Venus , as the Arabs calls her;) and A- 
lulfeda avers, that the Idol was de- 
ftroy’d and ruined, by the command of 
Mahomet, in the ninth year of the He¬ 
gira, i.e. in the year ofChrift 631. 

Near to the Temple of Venus at Ma¬ 
de, was the Well Aphaca fituate; fotbe 
Cajlalian Fountain at Delphi, flood near 
v. M*m. the Temple of Apollo, and another ora- 
ox.f. ico. cu ] ar Spring of that name in Daphne 
the Suburb of Antioch, rofe near the 
Temple of the fame God; which from 
the times of Seleucus , who built both 
the City and the Temple, was very fa¬ 
mous, till the Emperor Adrian fill’d the 
Well with flones, and flopt its Current: 
Julian open’d it again; but in a little 
time both Fountain and Temple were 
confum’d by Lightning from Heaven. 
How thofe Fountains gave their pro- 
phetick Anfwers, the ancient Writers 
are not agreed ; feme fay the Enquirer 
wrote his Queftion on a LawreMeaf, 
and threw it into the Fountain; in 
which, when he took it out, he found 
his Fate written; others, that by the 

different 
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different noife of the Waters, either he, 
who confulted the Oracle, or the Prieft, 
deputed to that Office, interpreted the 
Doom; while a third fort affirm, that 
the Prieft drank the Water, and having 
by that means imbibed the Daemon, 
found himfelf fill’d with the Spirit of 
Prophecy, and inabled thereby to an- 
fwer all Queftions. How the Well A- 
phaca gave its Refponfes, Zofimus parti¬ 
cularly relates,* according to which 
Method the famous Stygian-water at 
Boftra in Arabia unriddled Mens Defti- 
nies, which Damafcius defcribes as very Damafc.a- 
terrible; for if the Daemon were pleaf- r 2 ° 2 
ed, the lighted things thrown into it, ‘° 242 
would immediately fink to the bottom; 
but if the Dtemon were angry, the big- 
geft and moft ponderous things fwam 
on the top for a while, and at laft were 
thrown out to the Admiration of the 
By-ftanders. By this Well the Inhabi¬ 
tants uled to fwear; but if any one^ 
had been fo hardy as to perjure himfelf, ICaIoU. 
the Water that he drank caufed a Dropfy L *• 4- 
in him within the year: Thus the Water 
of the Fountain * Aslamiceus, near the c.ze.Anft. 
Temple of Jupiter at Tyana was in tafte 
fmooth, and fweet to thofe who were*** 5 ^- 
A a 3 honeft 
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honeft and juft *, but if any Man hap. 
pen’d to run the hazard, when he in¬ 
tended ro perjure himfelf, it affe&ed 
his Eyes, his Hands and his Feet, and 
broke out upon him in Sores and Pu- 
.ftules, and great Swellings; nor could 
he move from the Well, till he had con- 
feft’d himfelf forfworn: So that the 
Water was ordeal, like the Water of 
Jealoufy among the Jews, which to the 
Chafte gave a Conception, but to the 
Unjuft, arid the Violators of the Mar¬ 
riage-Vow, Cauftd the Belly to fwell ( 
and the Thigh to rot. Of the like kind 
were the Fountains in Sicily , called Pa- 
ltd , by which the People of the Ifland 
cafes of the greateft moment ufed to 
Sot ion. dc llvear : He who took the Oath, wrote 
his Depofition on a Table, which he 
l ‘ i ' n0 ‘ threw into the Water ; if he attefted 
the truth, the Table fwom on the top 
of the Waters ; if he were perjur’d, it 
funk and difappear’d, and the Evidence 
was in a burning hear. 

Of the Fountain Aphaca , was Bolam 
one of the Curators, cr Overfeers, un¬ 
der the I nfjpe&ion of Jart holm the God ; 
who, I fuppofe, had here his Oracle, and 
gave Directions in the choice of the Of¬ 
ficers 
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fleers belonging to it, as well as Tefti- 
monials to thofe, who had difeharg’d 
their Province with Honour. Jariho- 
lus was doublefs one of the Qso/ 7 rky t - 
S'Zyi, or acwQ&m, of that part of Syria, 
probably of the Moon, i. e. Venus , as 
Alagleliu and Malachbelus were Aflef- 
lorsof the Sun, (the Signification of the 
name implies it rru Vya ;) fo the £- 
gyptians deputed Sigaleon to be the Par- 
hedrtts to Sarapis, the Greeks Attis to 
the Mother of the Gods, Erichthonzus 
to Minerva, Virlim to Diana, Hygeia 
and Telefphorus io Efadapius, Tychon to 
the Moon, and to Venus Adonis; and 
’tis not the rnoft improbable of Con¬ 
jectures, that he,whom the Greeks cal¬ 
led Adonis , the Syrians might ftiie Ja- 
ribolus , (as well as the Egyptians Tarn- 
muz) Baal and Adonai being both equi¬ 
valent names of Power and Sovereign¬ 
ty. And in after Ages, when Emperors 
and others were allowed a (olemn Con- 
(ecration, they alfo were honour’d with 
the Title of Collateral Judges to Jupiter , 
whofe were in the efteetn 

of the Heathen World, the twelve^. saim.in 
greater Gods ; for when Alexander the h. a. Scrip* 
Great was to be deify’d, he was call’d p " 5 ? 

A a 4 by 
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by Demades , the 13th of that Society; 
and when Alexander , while alive, was 
refolv’d to give his Darling Hepkaftion 
Lucwumn. a Deification, the Greeks in Vain-flat- 
Sw ter y and Compliance lkcrificed to him 

as an Meflor of the Gods, (fc \ 

©a4)) and they in- 
titled him to Apparitions, to Prophe- 
cies and Dreams, fays Lucian, (and for 
* h. e. this reafon I fuppofe * Eujebius joins 
l- 4 • f- 7 - GVMzjmo/ATcxs hu/umvacz toge¬ 

ther, when he Ipeaks of the Gnofticks:) 
This Pageantry of Canonization was ! 
a£fed over again by the Emperor Adri- 
an, to omit other Inftances, when he 
Deify’d his Pathic Antinous , the Greeks 
of that Age attributing to him fuch O- 
racles as Hadrian himfelf had compo- 
f p. 7- feys f Capitolimis : To the Memory 
of that Catamite the Emperor built a 
City in /Egypt called by his name, An- 
tinoopolis ; there he buried him, and 
there efpecially (though the Worfliip 
prevail’d elfewherej he appointed him ji 
a Temple, Priefts and Prophets, (£ $ 

Kj "7m Alt' iHTHm.ii hul\ v/i.mv Avnvon, j£ 

II Apud eii- pifrars, fays II Hegefippus) of which num- ' 1 
Tltu ber was M " Vlpius Apollonius it * Gnu f i 
i$2&. 1. ter , and perhaps f Onias, who ftiles | 

himfelf j 
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himfelf the High-Prieft, and Prophet in 
another Infcription, for that he was of 
/Egypt, his name convinces me : It mud 
beconfeft, that in Egypt the moft emi¬ 
nent Prieft was called the Prophet, fays 
Clemens of Alexandria ; but probably 
for this reafon, becaufe they all pre¬ 
tended to the Spirit of Prophecy, efpe¬ 
cially where there was an Oracle, as 
there was at Antinoopolis ; andthe Facul¬ 
ty of Prediction defcended often from Fa¬ 
ther to Son, as well as the Priefthood, 

(which among the Greeks as well as 
the Jews, was often fixt to a Family $) 
for which reafon T. Porcius is ftiled the 
Son of Proclus /Elianus, a mofl illuftri - 
0us Perfon , and a Prophet in an old 
* Infcription; for among the Priefts of* 

Ifis, (and probably among thofe devo- 45 * h 
ted to any other Deity,) Si dno- 
0 av >1 TaTfio Trade, fays He- 

rodotus f ; if the Father happen’d to f Lib. 2. 
die, the Son fucceeded him. The Ha- 
bit of thefe Prophets, fays || Herodian , |[ £ib. 
was a Veil, or Cafiock, reaching down 
to the Feet, with long Sleeves; and in 
the middle of the Veil a ftripe of Pur¬ 
ple* their Shoes being made of Linen: 

This, fays the Hiflorian, was the Ha¬ 
bit 
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bic of the Priefts of Phoenicia and Syria. 
Such an Oracle as this I am inclined to 
attribute to Jaribolus, (either at tfacle, 
or at Palmyra} from, whence the Peo¬ 
ple derived their Predictions of - what 
was to come, and their Teftimonialsof 
what was paft ; and perhaps the Ora¬ 
cle gave its Anfwers at the. folemn 
Meetings, when great numbers of the 
People of the Country came to the 
Fountain ; for that there were fuch 
(oudoStn) Conventions at hated times, 
Zofiwus affirms; exprefly ; at which 
their Games were celebrated, ("as the 
* Hcgef. Agon Gymnicui call’d * Avlwo&tos, Was 
Ub. Sub. perform’d j n honour of the Darling of 
Adrian ) there being,particular Officers 
deputed to that Service ; the chief of 
f 318. 3. which was the Hsgh-Prieft, (the Ar- 
33 °' chieretts, or Primus Sacerdos fynhodi., 
rf&s'd-THi aiLuo^a, as he is ft iled in the 
Infcriptions) and under him the Cura¬ 
tors, or of which number 

Bolanus was one at Aphaca , (for that [. 
fuppofe to be the name of the Wei!, as 
Eros and Anteros were the names of 
two Fountains at Gadara , Asbamiaus, 
i7 ?- Cafialius, &c. elfewhere.) In a famous 
1,01 " 1 ‘ Infcription in Grater , the Matters or 

Gover- 
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Governours of the Eons Palatinus , are 
reckon’d up, of whom fome were firft 
admitted to the Honour in that year 
wh enO flavins Lenas, and M. Antonius 
Rufinus were Confuls; others had born 
the Office a fecond time, fome a third 
or fourth; and they are diftinguiflit 
from the inferior Officers, (their Mini- 
flri ) of whom alto fome had done the 
Service a fecond, others a third year. 

In that Marble the number of Gover¬ 
nors is eleven, but in the next Infcrip¬ 
tion the Governours of the Eons Lollia- 
nus are but ten. 

In this Infcription Jupiter is not only 
ftiled Optimus Maximus , but Propitius 
as an Acknowledgment of his 
Favours; fo Ifis and Diana are called 
irmnooi in other * Infcriptions. * 40< 

73 - 1 


18. 


Ail fjjty^us XAggLw'cp ihn0 outline/ct^ 
T^a. A^iavS m/2 ‘ ' 7 $ xaj/x Ayzftdy- 
yt\@u A/3i/\wo$ rrvu; rid %#,- 

fXdeyiv jt, rrv xAiv * * $tu>v 

dv$nKtv, eras 6MY pwvk Ada. 
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Jovi maxim fulminanti pro falute 
Tiraj ant Hadriani Domini fui Agathan - 
gfilus Ahilenus Decapolites camaram adi - 
ficavit, © lettifterniuM propriis fumpti - 
lus pofuit. Anno 445-. menfe Auguflo; 
h. e. Chrifti 133. Hadrian 17. 

This Marble was found zt Tieve near 
three days Journey from Palmyra, in 
the Wall of a Mofque, which probably 
was the old Temple of Jupiter the Thun¬ 
derer, (who in other Infcriptions is 
fometimes {tiled hronton, fulgurant, to- 
nans, fulgerator , &c.) in which Aga- 
thangelus ere&ed a Cupola, and a Bed of 
State to the Honour of the God, and 
for the Safety or Recovery of his Prince. 
The name Agathangelus occurs elfe- 
* 644, x. w ^ ere » (fin- Coffutius Agathangelus in 
*6ruter ;) ours isfaid to have been an 
Inhabitant of Ahila, but at the fame 
time a Decapolitan, which will no lon¬ 
ger feem a Difficulty, if we remember 
£.5. (• 18. that not only Pliny avers, that the Geo¬ 
graphers were not agreed, what parti¬ 
cular Cities conftituted the Decapolitan 
Region of Syria, though all conteft the 

name 
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name to have been impos’d from the 
number of the Cities, and that the Te- 
tr arches of Trachonitu, and Pane as, that 
Ahila and Area, &c. do intermix with, 
and encircle that Region j but that Pto 
lome in exprefs words (if we may cre¬ 
dit the Palatine MSS.) treating of the 
Cities of Syria Cede , among which he 
principally names Heliopolis, Ahila Ly- 
fanitt, &c. calls them Cities of Decapo¬ 
ds \ fo that Agathangelus as to his Ci¬ 
ty was an Inhabitant of Ahila, but of 
the Province or Region of Decapolis. 

Agathangelus was a very Loyal Sub- 
je<2, though he lived at a great diflance 
from the Court; and for the Safety of 
his Prince built a Cupola, and fet up a 
Bed of State under it to Jupiter ■, k^uU- 
fa, fornix tefludo, in the old Gloflaries: 

HCL[A£LgJ.CL KQITMV Kct { uAgCtS in He- 

Jychius. The antient Baths were fo a- 
dorn d, fays Pliny , Qfenefiras & region?, Lib.i.Ef.2 
conditor hinas confinio c amerce pendent is 
admovit, ut fujeipientium ufui fahre• 
fattum lacunar aperiret •) and the Sta¬ 
dia, or PaUfira, (for in one of them 
P • Licinius Prifcus built a Piazza, with 
feveral C up olds, <tm> Msccsjc fjAvoic, 

Hi KOIC 
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n^Qfr/MVfj^jLLctMv •) fometimes 
the Tombs : * So the Tomb of Milus 
the Oeconomus of Afia was adorn’d ; but 
particularly Temples and Churches : 
So when Juftinian the Emperor new 
built the Tru/lus of the Church of San-. 
Sia Sophia , and enlarg’d it thirty feet 
in Circumference, he added' two Cupo¬ 
la's to it, one toward the. North, the 


other to the South, (ms &vo xa/uAects) 
which continue to this day. Thus Au- 
guftus fays of himfelf in the Ancyran 
Philip. 2. Marble, Pulvinar ad circum maximum, 
cedes in Capitolio fici ; and Tully of M. 
Antony, who was one of the Priefts of 
Julius,Idee majorem honorem Ccefar confe- 
cutus efl ah Antonio, quam ut haberet 
pulvinar, fimulachrum,faftigium. Some 
Authors fay, that the Tholus, Cupola, 
v. Gather, was a place in the middle of the Came- 
j«>. Pontif. ra of the Temple, in which thole who 
L f ’ 9 * made Vows hung up their Offerings; 
others that the Camera was above the 


Cupola , like our Lanterns, (fo fays Phi¬ 
lander ;) others, that the Camera was no 
t l. 7. other than the Cupola it felf, which be¬ 
ing leflen’d by degrees, ended in a point. 
The Leftijiernia are deferib’d by f Ar- 

nolius ; 
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nohius ; habent enim Dij hellos, atq• ut 
ft rat is pojfint molliorilus incubare pul. 
vinorum tolUtur atq; excitatur imprejjio. 

The Pagan Devotion inclining them to 
think, that their Gods ought not to 
want any thing conducive to their 
Eafe and Satisfa&ion. Hefyc. hPuU, 

Glojjar. vet. pulvinar 

CTHApct^ctiov. 

Agathangelus built his Camera, and 
furnifht it with a Bed, to fulfil a Vow 
he had made for the Welfare of his 
Prince; fuch Vows commonly occur v. cruter. 
in the old Inlcriptions, 

X) Slapu) tS uv ; pro 
falute & gloria, pro falute it us ac redi- 
tus Imperatoris, pro falute Imp. totiufq; 
domus divines, pro falute, (§ incolumi- 
tate domits divines, pro falute, O’ glo- 
r **> pro a ter nit ate Imperii, & falute 
Imperatoris. Sometimes they vow’d the 
Building a new Temple, or the Repair¬ 
ing an old one, fometimes the Adorn¬ 
ing a Temple with Pillars and Chapi¬ 
ters, with Porches, or Cupola's ; at o- 
ther times the Offering of folemn and 
pompous Sacrifices, (fo C. Betonius the 
nrft Prieft of the Emperors, offer'd the 

Tauro- 
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xxix. 7 'auropolium of the whole Province of 
12 ‘ Narbonne , for the Safety of Septimius 

Severus, and M. Aurelius Antoninus Ca- 
racalius his Son, for fo the Infcription 
muft be read, M. Aurel. Ant. not M. 
Aureliant, for what hath the Emperor 
Aurelian to do with Septimius Severus !) 
and Ibme Romans were to over offici¬ 
ous, that, when their Prince was Tick, 
Dio. i. 5?. in expe&ancy of a great Reward, they 
P 645 ’ devoted themfelves to Death, (amju- 
%oi) fo the Emperor might recover. So 
when Caius Caligula fell into a dange¬ 
rous Diftemper, P. Afranius Potitus , a 
Plebeian, bound himlelf by an Oath, 
that himfelf would die, if Caligula might 
be cured; and Atanius Secunaus , a Man 
of the Equeftrian Dignity, promis’d to 
fight among the Gladiators for the fame 
reafon: And the Emperor was fo fenfi- 
ble of the flattery, that he compell’d 
them both to be as good as their Pro- 
mifes. We may adjuft the Time of 
this Infcription by the Datej fince 
the Coins inform us, that ann. 132. 
the 16th of Hadrian , the Senate and 
People of Rome made Vows for his 
Health, ( Senatus populufy vota fif 
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cepta. V’ota public*. Vota public*, S.c^ 
the fame Perfoos in the year follow¬ 
ing paying their Thanks to Jupiter 
for his Recovery, ( Jupiter cuflos. Jo- 
vi cufiodi, S. c.) to this Jupiter on the 
lame occafion, Agathangelus in Syria, 
made his Vows, fome months after the 
Romans had made theirs • the diftance 
from Italy to that part of Afia upon the 
Euphrates , being to be allowed for. 


The next Infcription is lingular as fo 
its Language, and I fhall endeavour to 
fill up the void fpaces thus. 

Confervatores orbis, © Propagatores 
generis humani D. D. N. N. Dioclefianus , 
& Maximianus InvittiJJimi Imperatores\ 
& Conflantius & Maximianus. Nobiles 
Cafares Caflra j<eliciter condiderunt 
* ' »tes Cafftano Hieroclete Viro 
probo Prtefide provincite Devoti Numini 
Majejlatigi e <>rum. 


I 
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I have inferted the name of Maximi- 
ms, ( Her culms ) becaufe he was at that 
time the foie Co-partrier of the Empire 
with Dioclefian: t call them Conferva- 
tores orbis , and invilVififimi, from their 
Coins; and I have chang’d the Pra- 
nomen of Hierocles into Cafifianus, 
which is well known to be Roman, 
while Ojjiamts no where occurs; the 
time when the Marble was ere&ed has 
^.148,149 been already adjufled ; for then Dio¬ 
clefian built leveral Cattles upon the 
Euphrates , or rather then he built the 
Caflr Caircefia ; for tho’ it was a Fron¬ 
tier Gallic before that time, ( Gordian , 
when flain by Philip , having been buried 
£.2;. r. 5. there, as Capitolinas avers, though Am. 
Mandlhius, who had been at the place, 
fays his Tomb was not at Circefum, but 
at 'Zattha feven miles from it; Zofi- 
mus fays it was at Dura, Eutropius and 
Rufus. twenty- miles from Circejium ;) 
vet it was lb poor and. weak a place, 
Tvs Ammiams. till Dioclefian fortified it 
with ftrong Walls and Towers, that lor 
that tabors he may be with jullice (aid 
to have built the Cattle, as thofe who 

have 
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have beautified decay’d Cities, are com¬ 
monly Riled by the Greeks (xn?ai) the 
Founders of thofe Places. 


xo. 

In the ruines of Btiadeen, the fo!!own¬ 
ing Infcription was found. 

Afpit^n Aajj Alibis to AM ( I> irss; Siz- 
Mxriavss it, Ylstltus it, Mibi nvstav. 

It teems to have been intend'd chan 
Altar, or fome Pillar of a Temple dedi¬ 
cated to Minerva Littdia , ior fo 1 would 
corredf and read it; 

A$ifc^»Qn AQsi. Andva to AM ( h $r<s$ Siz 

MdTigvx', it, tlcLmrz z, Mz^zss a,- ra» 

[AW. 

Confecratum fait Minervre IJnelite a 
Materno, & Pappo , £i> Marco in hono- 
rem, ([. Deaf .) Anno 54r. h. e. tty. 
Chrifti. Alexandri Severi 8. 


Bb x 


That 





That Alexander Severus was the 
Darling of the Eaft, no Man will doubt, 
who confiders that he was not only 
born in Syria, but had made a victori¬ 
ous Expedition into Perfia to fecure the 
Quiet of his Native Country ; and that 
for his illuftrious Qualities he was dei¬ 
fy’d in Libanefia and Palmyrene, as well 
us at Rome. In his Reign was the In- 
fcription let up at Briadeen (poffibly 
to fulfil a Vow for his Preservation) in 
honour of Minerva Lindia. Lindas is 
Po/ 1 ©-. Rhodes , fays Saidas *, the name both 
poJWof the I (land and City, where Minerva 
ytfwy.'oi. was worfhipt with an extraordinary 
Devotion, the Inhabitants facrificing to 
her every day, and every day making 
^n-af.47. a Fcaft in her Temple. Cotton tells us, 
that the P)j£»icians having pofleft 
themfelves of Rhodes , were driven out 
by the Cartans j and that the Dorians, 
under the Conduct of Althcemenes, di(- 
pofefl: the Carians, and built three Ci¬ 
ties in the Ifland, Lindas, JalyJus , and 
C amir us, which at laft became one 
great City, called Rhodes after the name 
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of the Ifland: And * Apollodorus affirms,* L - 2 - c - u 
that Danaus having by the help of his 
Daughters, murther’d the Sons of his 
Brother AEgyptus, being his own Sons 
in Law, built a Ship by the advice of 
Minerva , in which himfelf and Daugh 
ters fled out of /Egypt to Rhodes , where 
he dedicated the Image of Minerva 
Lindia. Minerva, fays 1' Hyginus, built f foi.277. 
the Ship for Danaus , the firft of the 
kind that ever was feen in Greece , fays 
|| Pliny ; This Voyage of Danaus , com- II 7• 4^ 
menc’t when Erichthon was King at A- 
thens , fays the noble Colle&ion of E- 
pochds in the * Oxford- Marble, that * «. 9. 
his Daughters Amymone, Helice, and 
Arched/ce , being cholen by lot by the 
other Sifters, built the Temple upon 
the Shoar in the Maritime City of 
Rhodes , call’d Lindas ; which, fays 
f Strabo, was fituate toward the South, f l. 14. 
efpecially toward Alexandria : For in h 
that City, as || Diodorus Siculus affirms, ||£.‘541.227. 
he was hofpitably received, and there¬ 
fore built the Temple, and confecrated 
the Statue; there he loft three of his 
Daughters, who died of the Peftiience, 

B b 3 which 
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which then raged at Lipdys, the reft 
failed with their Father to Argos. The 
fame Hiftorian adds, that Cadmus not 
long after offer’d {pi'eral Gifts in that 
Temple, among which was a Brafs Vef- 
fei made a /’ antique, with an Infer ip- 
tion in Yhipmcian Characters. But if 
vye may believe the noble Marble, Cad - 
was failed to Thebes eight .years before 
Datiaus left /Egypt ; fo that: that part of 
the Story is a Parachronifrn in Diodo •; 
rus. A long time after Dattaus’s Death, 
Herod. !. 2. Amafis rhe King of /Egypt prefented the 
t. io2. fame Minerva of Lindus with two Sta¬ 
tues of Stone, and with a Linen Bread- 
plate of admirable Work, ( Thoraces li- 
r.ei being very ufual among the ancient 
* rart. 2. Captains, as * Ferrari,us unqueftionabfy 
/. 4. r. n. pi oves, and Minerva was a warlike 
Goddtis, it was foqiewhat like our 
Siikarmors) became his Country-wo¬ 
men built that Temple :■ Which, Strabo, 
fays, was in his time very illuftrious, 
and much frequented. Nor was fhe 
honour’d only in that Country, but in 
Syriq t if we may credit the Inscription. 
In which I have put for M <#. 
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though perhaps it ftiould be Mai- 
ebus, Hejyc. dpigotxre, r cSo 0 e<i ayfOnaaf, 98. 7. 
KSt&ileyomv, in Gruter. 


At Audreen, which lies between Bri- 
adeen and Aleppo, among the Ruines'of 
an ancient Church, were found fome 
broken Jnfcriptions, the Remains pf the 
Devotions of the Chriftians of former 
Ages. 

h'.'jTi/urScv'Shj lyr> \xc/.vva; i-rrervyx — 

T(S ©fc£> 7T£3<7- iViX?" 

7&v dfoataTibev fXis ’ * * * 

Ego Johannes precat us Deutn ajjecutus 
fum, (quod petit) & gratias agens Deo 
(yotum folvi ut peccatis meis (fit pro - 
pitius.) 

Over the Southern Door was written, 

Auth n 'arc!An rS tvupjis diwioi Svnhi'j- 
SW 7 U$ eV ox/rif. 
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Porta bac Domini juftificat intrantes 
per illam. 

Over the Weftern Door, which I 
would read, 

X.Q.MLA. I X \ 

©s£ |© M rj f*Ay^a> dpfcto : 

Cbrijio Deo optimo Maximo. 

Thefe Infcriptions do not need a 
Commentary, fince nothing difficult 
occurs in them ; but they cannot but 
raife a deep Commiferation in all 
Chriftians to fee fo many venerable 
Remains of the ancient Piety either 
converted into Mofques, or buried in 
their own Ruines: No Churches ha¬ 
ving in paft times been more illuftri? 
ous for Religion, and good Letters, 
than theOriental, in which at this time 
there are but fbme few footfteps of ei¬ 
ther, the reft being over-run with Bar- 
barifm and Infidelity. 

The next broken Infcription is alfo 
undoubtedly Chriftian, (asthofe where- 
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in -©eik laMe0, and Eappear 
and, I fuppofe, contain’d the names of 
the eminent Angels Vriel, Raphael , Ga¬ 
briel , Michael , (and perhaps the former 
Infcription may be thus rendred, 

©S07rac(3k, Mi%an\ r«/3gi«A, PapaViA, 
according to the form of a fimilar Epi- 
graphe in Grater ;) for it was not unit- 1048. 2 
fual to affix the names of thofe holy 
Angels upon the Chriftian Tombs, out 
of opinion to engage them to be Guar¬ 
dians of the Sepulchre (as the modern 
Pretenders to converfe with Spirits, in- 
fcribe their names ufually on their U- 
tenfils ;) fo in the Tomb of Mary the 
Wife of the Emperor Honorius, on a 
Plate, were written thefe names; Mi¬ 
chael, Gabriel, Raphael , Vriel. u. 287. 

I have now done with the Monu¬ 
ments of this once famous Country; 
and, becaufe there is in every Man an 
innate Defire of living after he hath left 
this World, though ail Men do not be¬ 
lieve there is another; and that they de¬ 
fire, when they are dead, to be remem- 
bred, and weli fpoken of, that their Acti¬ 
ons may not be confin’d to the fame 
Grave with their Carcafles; I fhall con¬ 
clude 
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elude with the wile Saying of the Rgp 
man Orator, That whenever we fee 
Rich Remains of venerable Antiquity 9 
fuch lading Records of the names, and* 
Achievements of great Perfops, we are 
admonilht to take care io to regulate 
our Adions, that we may convince the 
World we have fettled our profped up* 
on the Rewards of Future Ages, and not 
on the Flatteries of the Prefent; and to 
remember, that Monuments being e* 
reded to the Memory of thole, who 
have lived well in this World before 
they left it, put us in mind, that there 
is nothing here permanent, and immu* 
table, and that ’tis the Duty of confide- 
ring Men to afpire towards Immorta¬ 
lity. 


A 



A Jhprt Chronicle of palmyra. 


Amo Per. 

JuL 3710 V^Almyra, built by Solomon after 
Mmd- 3010. I he had finilht the Temple, and 
his own Houle, which were 20 
years in building. 

P. 7.4125-. Palmyra deftroyed by tdebuchadnez- 
M. 3415-. zar, before he laid Siege to Jeru- 
falem. 

P.J. 4673. Marc. Antony , after the Battel of 
M. 3963. Philippi , went into Afia, and 

V. C. Farr. fent his Troops to pillage Pal- 

713. ante myra. 

Chr 1 ft. 41. 

An. Chrifti Hadrian , an. Imp. 6. went into the 
122. Eaft, rebuilt (probably) Palmyra , 

and call’d it Hadrianople, when 
Malech Agrippa was the (econd 
time Secretary of that City. 


Falmyrn 
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circ. 21 6. 

Palmyra made a Roman Colony by 
the Emperor Caracallus, in his Ex¬ 
pedition into Parthia. 

117. 

The Republick of Palmyra a {lifted 
Alexander Severns againft Ar- 
taxerxes King of Perfia , Zenobius 
being their General. 

Z^i. 

The Republick aflified Gordian a- 
gainft the Perjians , Zenobius being 
their General. 

2 60. 

Valerian was taken Prifoner by Sa¬ 
por es King of Perfia. 

-164. 

Odenathus routed the Perfitans , and 
was declared Emperor by Galli- 
enus. 

267. 

Odenathus, with his Son Herodian, 
flain by Mreonius. Maonius, the 
Ephemerous Emperor of Palmyra , 
llain a few days after ; then Ze¬ 
nobia aflumes the Empire in her 
own name, and her Sons. 


Zenobia 
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z6 7 r . 

Zenobia routed Her adi anus ^ GaUie- 
nus's General. Valallathus took 
the Empire.- Gallienus flain. 

2d8. 

Claudius chofen Emperor. 

* 70 . 

Zenobia conquer’d AEgypt by her 
General Zabdas. 


Claudius died. Quintillus reigrted 16 
! days. Aurelian in the later end of 

the year was chofen Emperor., 

\ 

272. 

Palmyra taken, and ruin’d by Aure- 
liatt , and Longinus (lain ; an. ' of 
Vaballathus. 

213. 

Zenobia carried in triumph at 
Rome. 

298. 

( 

Hierodes , Governor of Palmyrene 
under Diodefian. 

51I 

Juftinian in the firft year of his 
Reign, repaired and fortified Pal¬ 
myra. 


Palmyra 
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*35- 

Palmyra Wa$ fubjected by the Ma- | 
hometans, Jahala the Son of Al |; 
lham being then Lord of Tadhmur , | 

and King.of Gajfau. || 

v . f|[ i 

6S9‘ 

The Battel of Tadhmur between Da- | 
baciu and Adis. 1 

■ . j • 

746. 

Suleiman the Pfeudo-Catipb , beaten [ 
by Merman , fled to Tadhmur. ( r 

tiyz. 

1 ’ 

Benjamin in Tudelenfis was at Tadhmur. | 

i678. 

Melhm , the Emir, or Prince of Tadl> 
mm\ when the Englilh Merchants | 
made their firft Journey thither. j 

1691. 

Hafrne the Emir, whert the Englifh 
Merchants went thither the ft- ! 
j cond time. 

1693. 

Dor the Emir of Tadhmur. 


V-. : i 


Additions and Emendations. 


page 193. add after Sociam. Naforus is the famfe name 
with Najir> Abunajir, slbctolnafir, Nnjireddin, which 
frequently occur in the Saraccnick Hiftory. As does <Am- 
nx in the fame Hiftory, and in the Catalogue of the 
Kings of Gtjjan , in our Learned Pocock, Sochaeis the fame 
With Sychar-j the Husband of'Dido. Sampfut&Q. p. 240. 
]. 6 . after Hnrpocration, add, tho' the wat probit- 

bly the chief Magiftrate, or Decurio at Ancyra. 

P. 301. 1 . 3. after Grammar add, perhaps for aur# we 
Jhould read aunts, (tho’ Mr. H. poiitivcly avers, that it 
was written <*«t 5 in the Monument,,) and then Elabeluf, 
Mamnens, Socbitcis ; and Malcbus , being all the Sons of Va- 
ballathu *, Grand Sons of Ma?iuaus 9 Great-grand Sons of 
Elabelm , fct up that Monument for themfelves, and 
their Children; or rather (to aliert the true reading) e- 
re&ed that Tomb (aura) to their Father Vaballathtis, (£ 
q’oTf) and to chemfeh es, (and others, if there were any) 
his Children. This is one or the oldeft Infcriptions at Pal- 
wyra, cre&ed anno Chrifli \oz. the jth of the Reign of 
the Emperor Trajan , Pahnn his Governor of Syria haying 
fome few.years before reduc’d that part of -Arabia under the 
Roman Power, fays Dio. 1.62 Inch Age no other Monu¬ 
ment exceeds. 

Belidcs Mifacccntings, wrong Pointings, mi (placing of 
Letters, and other little Faults, the Reader is deiired, be¬ 
fore he enters upon the hook, to correct the following 

ERRATA. 

P Agc 8. 1. 17. prefcrvt\ P. 17. dele h&vTr&uiweior. P. 20. 

i. 14. del. \ 1 . 1. 2 6 . r. Nice. p. 1-2.1. 21. when. p. 28. 
I 6 . a State, p. 35'. l.iz. r. happen'd tofsllfick. l.zi. 22. r. 
for in the feventcenthyear of hk Reign, p. 3 6 . 1 . 3. r. who, 
living fome years after , languijbt. p. 48. Marg. Petri. 
p. s$. I. 1 y. f. for r. but. p. 58. 1. 3* del. he. p. 59. r. an. 
2(74. p. 6 z. 1. 9. enraged . p. 72. 1. 1. r. after which an. 
268. p. 7;. for probably r. doubt lift, p. 86. del. the Marg, 
Note, and infert it p/87, p. 118 1 . 6 . r. Marccllhm. i. 8. 
in the fir ft year. p. 121. ch. XXVII. p. 131. I. n. r. de¬ 
clar'd 'his Partner in the Empire, p. 139. Cxnophntrium. 

p. 140 , 




p. 140. del. in all probability, p. 149.1. $. r. wajht. p. 1 66. 
1. 17. del. A. p. 193. y&W l*tioc, p. 196. Heraclas. zoi. 
Julitis. 219. civctyvao'iwV' ib. 2,ii. 

te<x. 2,38. etvdyiyepwLmv. 1. 12. brought, p. 239. 1. 14^1. 
five. 248. L16. del. J aribolus, and . p.249.1 .16. «c »\i©-. 
251.1.12. r. Xipbiline , and del. the Marg. Note. p. 254. 
1 . 2. the Emp. married Urania to his Country God Elaga- 
.balu?, the Moon being the fitteft Wife for the Sun . 2 6%. I.29. 
Grandtnother . p. 270. Marg. ds Ded Syr . uh. 293. 1 . tf. 
transcribe. 299. 1. 4. t-b. 302.1.13./$^/;. ib. n«'v«. and 
JVtw/* 1 . 17- C/?r. 138. p. 304, Marg. i. 2. c/;//. 310. 1 . 9, 
; ff K. 311. calls hhn. 312. r .the Jame year, viz. sth of 
A!ex. 313. I.22. r.22<J. p. 317. 1, 3. commanding, and 
fififthig. 325. Emefa. 332. 1 . 2. Perfon. 345*. vaoy 70V. 
348. Sow/If. ib 35*0. 1 * 27. and then. An¬ 

ton. tertio. 360./. pen. in Gr. 364. 1 . 15-. del, awaf. tff, 
Tetrarchies, ib .Syria, ib. fornix, p .166.feci. 


finis. 





